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SELECT 



OFFICES OF DEVOTION, 



DAILY AND OCCASIONAL, 



IN TWO PARTS. 



Part I.— Containing Deyotioks for the several Por- 
tions of the Six Days in the Week ; with a Supplement 
consisting of Prayers to be used under special eircum^ 
stances, and an Office for the use of the Clergy. 

Part II. — Containing Offices of Devotion for particu- 
lar Occasions : viz, 1. for the Lord's Day — 2. of Peni* 
tence and Humiliation — 3, for the Holy Communion. 
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ANALYTICAL 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 



PART I. 

Containing— ^nrfRODucTldN— and devotions for several 

PORTIONS of tbe SIX DAYS HI the WEEK, with PREUMINARY 

iNsratKJTldNS 6onc^rniiig Prayer, &c, Sec. 



Introduction — the design and manner of using the Offices 
— indispensable necesiity of Prayer— inseparable connec- 
tion between true devotion and a good life • • p. xxi — xxx. 

Preliminary instructions concerning Prayer, its duty and 
qtuilificatums, taken out of the Holy Scriptures; C^itk 
suitable PrayerSy)** •••• i p. 1 — 19 

The duty of being frequent in Prayer incumbent upon 
all — very strictly enjoined in Holy Scripture — and having 
many great and gracious promises to encourage and en- 
force the practice of it •••••• • • • p. 2 — 8 

Necessary qualifications to entitle our Prayers to the 
favour and acceptance of God — 

Isti a conscientious care and endeavour to serve God in purity of 
heart, and uprightness of life. •••...•. p. 4--5 

2dly, such a cahn and peaceable, such a charitable and beneficent 
temper as can easily overlook, and readily forgive the indiscretions 
and miscarriages, and even the affiroi^ts and injuries of those we con- 
verse with ; and upon all proper occasions will contribute cheerfully, 
and where God has given ability liberally, towards the relief of those 
who are in calamitous or indigent circumstances. '. p. 5—6 

^dly, an attentive consideration of the nature and importance of 
the dirty 'df 'i^ayer ^, and 'such an intense application of mind, and 
fervour of spirit as may manifest air inward sense and feeling of our 
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• 

innumerable wants and miseries, and a just eflteeni and value for 
those inestimable menaes we pray to God for. •••••<«•••••• p. 6*^ 

4thlyy such a serious consideration of the iniOnite miyesty ai»d glory 
of God, and of our own vileness and dependence, as may dispose us to 
approach Him in an humble and awful frame of mind, ana a decent 
lowly posture of body •• •••••• ^...............p. — 9 

otMy, an holy trust and confidence in the power, wisdom, and 
goodness of God ; with an assured persuasion that whatsoever we ask 
according to His wilV we shall receive ; not for any merit in our- 
selves, but for the sake, and through the mediation of our High 
Pries^ and Advocate widi the Father, Jesus Christ, MTho ever fivetfa 
to make intercession for us ••••••• •••••*••• .p.- 10^-11 

Prayer for the pious and profitable use of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ••••• •••••..•••• •p. 11 

Petition for grace to be frequent in Prayer ; and for the 
holy dispositions necessary to entitle our prayers to the 
Divine acceptance •• • •• •p. \% 

The Lord's Prayer, with an expU^tion pi its several 
clauses by way of paraphrase* •••• •••••. ..p. 15 



OFFICES 



OP 



BAILY DEVOTION, 

IN FOUR SECTIONS, 



VIZ, 



Sect. 1. Morning — Sect. £. Evening — Sect. 8. Noon — 
Sect. 4. Aft£BK0On, — wiiha Suppleinent of Prayers to 
be used under, special circumstances, and an Office for the 
nse of the Clergy. - .t • 



Sect. 1. Devotions FOR MoRNiNO. 

Early ilfofntw^— Psalms ••♦•• "• • • • • •• • • • • • • -p. 20 

Devout oblation of ourselves to Ood» and humble 8fip« 



rAmUjfiical Table of CmieuU. vii 

pli(3ition-iQr ite protection and iguidance of His Spirit and 
providence . . •¥...«. . • • ..••••••••• .w • ••*.««• p. 23 

Tlie Irho'fe isbleron Devotions fw the MoBKiKb. 
Prayer for grace to worship God acceptably . • • • • .p. 24 
Confession of sins> and petitions for pardon and grace, ib. 
General Intercession, p.>£6 ; and Thanksgiving • • . . p. 27 

Another Prayer for the Morning *••.•• p. 189 

Forjn of Morning Prayer to be used with a family^ 
consisting of— ^Prayer for assistance in pur devotioas — 
Prayer for Pardon and peace-p-the Lord's Prayer-'^Prayer 
for Divine gr4ce» protection* and blessing — Intercessions — 
Ilianksgiviogs and Prayer for the acceptance of our de- 
votions f ? • • • • • ft i . • # .p. 32—35 



SfiCr. 2. Da.toTioKs poA the Etekiko; 



, p 



Questions pr(^er to put to ourselves in our evening re- 
tirements for devotion — with suitable prayers . . p. 36 — 37 

Confessions of sin: and pray^for forgiveness of it ; and 
for grace to serve God more faithfully for the time to 
come •••••••••••••, • ••• ••p. 37 

General Intercession, p. 3^; and Thanksgiving .. p. 40 

The Lord's Prayer, &c. 

Another Prayer for the Evening ...•••••• p. 42 

Form oi Evening Prayer to be used with 2i family con- 
sisting of the '9€une course as the Mornings • • • p. 45 

Pdalms for Bed-time, p. 48 — with a Thanksgiving for the 
mercies of the day past, and Frslyer for grace, pardon, and 
protection througli the night* •• ••• ••••p. 50 



Sect. 3, Devotions for Nooi^, 

wherein the practice of Christian holiness is recommended 
and enforced from several considerations, — in passages 
wholly taken from iScr^tui^ divided into portions for the 
six days of the we^k, {with prayers suited to each por* 
tioHj) viz. i ' •: . - 

M^r:4Ct>l*<foy^frpm^a consideration of the several 
pfu^ of our Bapttsmii Vow,, viz. ^ ••••«••••.. p« 52 — 60 



rni ^Andtytvocd, Table of ConteftU, 

I. tliat #e reabunce the devil.'and all. his works ,....»•••••••]>• &8 

r 2. that we renounce the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world •••••••...•.••••••. t • .p. 5S 

3. that we renounce all the sinful lusts of the flesh • • .p. ib. 

4. that we heKeye 'all the articles of the Christian faith . . • , • .p. 55 

5. that w^ keep Ood'a holy woUH and coannaadments • f • • . . * .p^ 56 

' The Lord's Prayer, p. 58 — with a profession of our sin- 
cere purpose to live answerably to our Baptismal Vow, p. 58 
Prayer for grace to fulfil the solemn promises made at 
our Baptism • ••••.•.••..•••....•••••.• .p. 59 



2dly, (Tuesday J — from a consideration -of the infinite 
excellency and perfections of God ; and of the virtues we 
are obliged to exercise in relation thereto, viz. p. 60 

1. in that God ia the Itfaker and Preserver^ and the Supreme 
GoyemoT and Disposer of all things, p. SO-~-(unth practical in- 
ferences • •••• •••... «••.••• ••..p.61 

2. in that God is Eternal and Almighty, p. 62 — (with practical 
inferences ••• •••• • .••••••••p,62 

3. in that God is every where present, and knoweth all things, 
p. G!^-^fwitk practical inferences ...•.•••• ••••••....••• .p. 64 

4. in "that God i» most pure and holy,- most < just and righteous^ 
•most true and faithful, p. 65— f'u^i/A practical inferences, •••••.. p. 66 

5. in that God is most gracious, long suffering, and merciful, p. 67 
— (toith practical inferences •.••...•«••••••• p. 68 

The Lord's Prayer, p. 68 — with a prayer for such be- 
coming apprehensions of God as may beget in us a lioly 
fear of His majesty and trust in His power p. 69 

Prayer for such a lively sense of God's excellency an4 
goodness, as . may excite in^ us an earnest desire to please 
Him, and to be made like unto Him • • p» 69 



Sdly, f Wednesday)— ^ from a consideration of the excel- 
lency and advantages of the Christian Religion, 

1. in that it ctmtains a clear revelation of all those truths and doc- 
trines that are necessary to be known and believed by us, and of the 
duties which we are required to practise In order to our attaining 

everlasting salvation •;•••••••■••••••....••• p*70 

. 2. in that it assures us of the forgiveness of out sins and our re- 
conciliation to God; through the mediation of His Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. »••« * • ».^ ••*»••••• r • • •,•••.«...••« .p* 73 
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3. in that it affords us sufficient power and ability for the perfom^- 
ance of our dut^ ...•••...' ' •••....' P. 74 

4. in 'that it gives 'lis the hightet assurance of the itnmortahty of 
OOP souls, and of the judgment of the last day, and of the everiasting 
rewards and punishments of the world to come . . •• • p. 76 

^ The Lord's Prayer — with a Thanksgiving for the be- 
nefits of the Christian Religion* •••• ^p. 77 

Prayer that we may walk worthily of the vocation where- 
with we are called p. 77 



4thl^f (Thursday) — from a consideration of the peculiar 
obligatioDS of Christians to holiness of life, 

1. in that to persuade and oblige us to lead holy and virtuous lives 
was one of the main designs of our Saviour's coming into the world, 
to the promoting of which not only His doctrines and precepts, but 
Hisjife and death, His resurrection and ascemsieOfhave a manifest 
and direct tendency .'..-...,.. P» 79 

2. in that every one of us was engaged to its practice at our Bap- 
tism , p. 81 

8. in that a hdy life is essential to the character of a Christian, and 
is made the condition of salvation in the Gospel Covenant ... .p. 82 
r 4. in that without holiness we shall not be capable of the happiness 
ilesigned for pious Christians in Heaven : .p, 84 

5. in that disobedience in a Christian is a crime of a more heinous 
nature, and vrill be more severely pimished in the day of Judg- 
ment . . .' p. 84 

The Lord's Prayer — ^and Prayer for grace that we may 
live answerably to the obligations of otir Christian profes- 
^ioii,. that so we may be entitled to the promises of the 
Gospel Covenant •«•.....%...... ••••p. 86 



^^^Vf (FridayJ'^from a consideration 

1. of the redemption of the world by. Jesus Chcist p. 88 

2. of His death upon the Cross for us p. 89 

3. of the duty and reward of taking up our Cross and following 
Him p. 90 

The Lord's Prayer — and Prayer for the benefits of 
Christ's sufferings and death* • .•..#••• p. 88 



SlMy, (Saturday) — from a consideration of the duty and 
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jr^^ward of constancy and perseverance; in the faith and 
obedience of the Gospel* •••••• • • • • • • • • • • •••••; •P* ^^ 

The XiOrd> Prayerj p. 96r-widi a solemn dedication of 
ourselves to Gpd| and Prayer for tracer and perseverance 
in the faith and obedience of the Gospel. ..•••••• .p. 9B 



Sect. 4« Devotions for the At TE&NOOKy 

•containing the pious Christian's preparation for death and 
eternity ; in meditations thereon wholly taken from Scrips 
ture, and divided into six portions for the several days of 
the week; with prayers suited to each portion* -p. 99 — 124 






Ist, (Monday Afternoon) — tm man s mortality ^^ the 
certainty of a future judgment — and the necessity of being 
always prepared for it . . ••••••••••••••••.•»••• .p. 99 

The Lord's Pray^i p. 102 — and Prayer for grace to live 
in a constant dependence upon God; and in an habiftual 
preparation for death and judgment* ••♦••••••• ^p; 102 



2nJ, (Tuesday Afienioon) — on the shortness and vanity 
of this life,— with supj^tLcatiojo^ for. pardon and peace at 
the last • *p. 104 

The Lord's Prayer» p. 106-7-and Prayer for the forgive- 
ness of sins» and for a happy death p. 107 

Prayer for peace and comfort in the hour of death, p. 107 

3rrf, (Wednesday Afternoon) — on the uncertainty of the 
time of our death — on life and immortality brought to 
light through the Gospel — ^and on the judgment of the last 
day universal •••••••••..•••••• •••••••p. 109 

The Lord's Prayer — and Prayer for a blessed departure 
out of this life ; and for spiritual strength and comfort in 
the hour of death* ••••• •♦*••••♦•..••..•••• ••••p^lll 



^ 



Uhy (Thursday Afternoon)'— on the certainty of death, 

and of a general resurrection unto etenoal life* * • • * ^p. 1 12 

The Lord's Prayer — and Prayer for grace so to live, 
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that we may give a joyftrl aceount in tbe day of judg- 
ment •• • •• ...ii ••••{>. 114 

Prayer for grace to prepare our souls for the soeieCy of 
glorified spirits in heaven, •••••••••.••• -• • • s • • ..p. 115 



5th^ (Friday Afternoon )'''^''fm. the troubles and afflietions 
of this life — and the duty and blessedness of patience and 
perseverMee to the aid «-...•♦.<•••., ••>••• ••••p. 115 

., A Litany^ consisting of deprecations and petitions re- 
specting the time of our sickness and death p. 117 

The Lord's Prayer- 

6f Ay (Saturday AJtemoon)-^n that all men are equally 
subject to death — on the deatfi of the righteous, as a pas- 
sage to a glorious immortality — and on the greater degree 
of glory for those who throiigh much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom-of God • • p. \5tO 

The Lord^s Fnjet — And Prayer for a blessed 

deadi* •»••««; •••••• •••»••••• p* 122 

. Prayer for a joyful resurrection ••••••• ••p, 123 

Thanksgiving for all departed this life in the faich and 
fear of God ••••• • p. 124 



SUPPLEMENT. 



PRATsas TO aa usan under social circu^stancbs. 



By parents on behalf of their children: from Bishop 

Ttolbr •••••••••••••••*••••* •.♦••••••p, 125 

. .On the rsturn- of a birth-day, or tlie beginning of anew 
year^< from Z>r. Johnson ' #••••* •••* •••'•^^•^••••p. 126 

On behalf of a sick friend : from the New Manual, p. 126 

To be used if there appears little hope of his recovery : 
from iheSisime ,,.^.. ...v.;*^.. ««««».«.«.«.>.p. 127 

. Rrayer to be said in the beginnrng of a sickness : from 

Bishop Taylor •• ••• •• •••p. 128 
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Act of resignation to be Md by a aide person, in all the 
evil accidents of sickness : from the Same ••••»•... p. 129 

Holy resolution of amendment of life in case of re- 
covery : from theSame**** «••«•«•« •••4. • ..p. IdO 

Prayer for pardon of sinsj to be said in all the portions 
of old age, and under protracted sickness; from the 

Same •.••••••• .p. \S1 

' On engaging in a new pursuit : from Dr. JohnscHf p. 133 

On undertaking a journey : from Bishop Taylor, p. 134 

For a blessing on the use of medicine : from the 
Same^* •••••••.•.. • p. 134 

Against wandering thoughts in our devotions : from the 
Same •••• ••••• p. 135 

Against unquiet and perplexing thoughts : from Dr. 
Johnson ••••• • • ••••••••• p. 135 

Deprecation of a particular evil: from the New Ma- 
nual • • f..«« p. 136 

For holiness of intention : from Bishop Taylor »„p, 137 

In a storm of thunter, lightning, &c. : from the New 
Manual : •• p. 137 

Thanksgiving for a special blessing: ft-om Bishop 
Taylor p. 138 



VOR THE USB OF THE CLERGY. 

The duties of the Clergy, as set forth in the Holy Scrip- 

tures are — 

• 

1. to have the heart atfected with an ardent love of Christ, and a 
zealous concern for the salvation of souls p. 141 

2. to apply seriously and constantly to the study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; sLod to teach nothing, as reqnixed of necessity to eternal sidva- 
tion, but what may he concluded and proved by them p. 142 

3. to give diligent heed to instruct the people committed to their 
charge in the principles and duties of Chnsfs holy Religion . p. 145 

4. to live suHiMy to the sacredness of their character, that they 
may he wholesome patterns to the flock of Christ p* 147 

The considerations proper to excite and dispose to a 
conscientious attendance on the duties of the Ministry are*-* 

1. the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd and 
Bishop of bur souls •'. . « .;.:.<........... « . . . , p. 148 



AnalyHcal Table o/Cantenf^. xiii 

2. the examples of the holy ApoeUes p. 151 

31 the great reward proinued to those who discharge the pastoral 

duties faithfully .p. 166 

4. the severe punishments that will be inflicted on them that are 

negligent or remiss in any part of their office p. 166 

The Lord's Prayer. — Prayer for the faithful and success- 
ful discbarge of the duties of the Ministry p. 169 

Thanksgiving for the benefits of the Christian Ministry ; 
and prayer for grace to fulfil the solemn promises made at 
Ordination •••• •••••p. 161 
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PART II. 



OFFICES OF DEVOTION 

FOR 

PARTICULAR OCCASIONS, viz. 

1. Office o£ Private Derotion for the Lord's Day, 

p. 167—^16 

2. Office of Penitence and Humiliation to be used on 
particular occasions p. 217 — 2&8 

3. Office for the Hol^ Communion p. 289—3^1 



OFFICE 

OF 

PRIVATE DEVOTION FOR THE LORD'S DAY, 

IN TWO SECTIONS, VIZ. 

Sect. 1. On the Observance of the Lord's Day, with a 
preparative — Sect. 2. Private Devotions for the Morn- 
iNo, Afternoon, and Evening of the Lord's Day. 



Sect. I. On thr^* Observance of the Lord's Day, tvifh a 

prepardtivey &c. 



r & > 



Preliminary instructions concerning the observance of 
the Lord's Day, taken out of the Scriptures # • . • . .p. 167 

5 



God's appointment of one day in seven to be kept boly 
in memory of the creation, — with the Chrutian grounds 
for observing the Jirst day of the week as the Sabbath^ in- 
stead of the seventh f viz, 

1st, that God instituted i weekly Sabbath, &c. . . , p. 167 

2Hdly, that on the first clay Christ'finished the work of our Redemp- 
tion, &c. thenceforth called the Lord's Day p. 109 

Passages of Scripture relative to the devout observance 
of the Sabbath, consisting of denunciation of judgments on 
its profaiiati(%i;; and prj^^se bf blessings on its conscien- 
tious observance p. 171 

with a preparative to the puhlick observance of the 
Lord's Day, from considerations wholly taken out of Scrips 
ture^ viz, 

1. ReUgiouji obseBirance ff » $AMmliv l^e .«..,•« p. 172 

2. from the indispensable duty of constant attendance on the pub- 
liclc worship of God in His own house p. 173 

3. ftcfta Ood^s peculiar presence in such places as are duly ap^ 
fcktted and aet apar^ /or religious worship-: and His promise that 'the 
pray«rs_wbich are .put up 1» Him ^ikere shall alwoys meet with a more 
gracious and ready acceptance, and be rewarded with larger commu- 
nications of His grace and bounty p. 176 

4. from the vanity of thinking -that frequenting the publick ordi- 
nances of Beligion will atone for viciousness or immorality of life ; 
inasmuch as all the prayers «f the wicked are an abominadon to the 
Lord ; and those made by them in His house, being onl^ a more 
solemn mockery, will bring down a curse rather than a blessing, p. ] 77 

6. from the particular qualifications requisite to render our publick 
devotions acceptable, viz, a gravity and decency of behaviour suitable 
to thf ^saore dness of the place,, apd an attmitivei rel|giou% and devoted 
frame of mind, as becomes the tremendous Presence we are in, and 
the important business we are about ». . . ^ •• » p. 173 

Prayer for a devout observance of the Lord's Day, p. 180 



Sect. 2. Private Devotions for the Lord*s Day. 
For the Morning, — ^Prayer consisting of preparatory acts 
of adoration, and devout supplications for the pardon of our 

sins and the assistance of God^s Holy Spirit p. 182 

Hymn for the Lord's Day, p. 184, general Thanksgiving, 

p. 185 
Hymn •••••••• P* 187 
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General Intercenion, p. 188, the Lord's Prayer^ Heb. 

xiii. 20,21 • p. 189 

• Psalm and Prayer to be used just before we go to Churchy 

p. 190 

Psalm and Prayer to be used just after we are returned 
from Morning Service • • » . . . p. 192 



For the Afternoon, — ^Passages of Scripture declaring 
the respective acts and operations of each Person in the 
Ever-blessed Trinity towards the accomplishment of 
man's redemption ••.•.••. • • p. 194 

1. God the Father gave His Only-begotten Son to die for our 
sins ; and having raised Him from the dead, He exalted Him to be 
a Prince and a Saviour; and to be Head over all things to the 
Church p. 194 

2. God the Son came down from Heaven, and took our nature 
upon Him, .and .suffered death upon the Cross for our redemption : 
and being set down on the right hand of the Father, He ever lives to 
make intercession for us p. 196 

3. God the Holt Ghost bestowed miraculous g^fts on the Apos- 
tles, to fit them to convert the world to Christianity ; and He still 
continues to confer such gi£ts and graces on all Christian believers, as 
are necessary to guide them into the knowledge, and to dispose and 
enable to the practice of those duties which God hath made the con- 
dition of eternal salvation p. 198 

Thanksgivmg and Prayer to the Holy Trinity., .p. 199 



For the Evening, — Questions proper to put to ourselves 
in our retirement for devotion, on the evening of the Lord's 
Day ....••.••......•• p. 1302 

Psalm and Prayer for the evening of the Lord's day, 

p. «04— 205 

The Lord's Prayer. 



A little before Bed-time. — Passages of Scripture, forming 

meditations on the glories and felicities of heaven ^'p. 210 

Devout aspirations after the heavenly state. • «... p. 21^ 
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OFFICE 



OF 



PENITENCE AND HUMILIATION, 

ON DAYS OP RETIREMENT FOR THE MORE 
' SOLEMN EXERCISE OF REPENTANCE, 

IN EIGHT SECTIONS. 

• 

Sect. 1. Fastikg — Sect. 2. Exahinatiov — Sect. 3. Con- 
fession — Sect. 4. Resolutions — Sect. 5. Prater — 
Sect. 6. Thanksoivinos — Sect. 7. Intercessions— 
Sect. 8". Conclusion. * ' 



Sect. 1. Precepts and directions for religious fastings 
taken from Holy Scripture^ with prayer for God's assistance 
and acceptance of our humiliation ••••« p. 218 
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INTRODUCTION, 

shemng the design and manner of using the Offices — the 
indispensable necessity of praycTf — and the inseparable 
, connection between true devotion and a good life. 



Th£ design of these papers is to fbroisfa the pious Christian 
with such a method of devotion^ as may serve to instruct 
and engage him in a religious coarse of life, as well as assist 
him in his retirements for meditation and prayer. 

What has cost me the greatest pains in the compiling of 
this little book, and which indeed 1 look upon to be the 
most valuable and useful part of it, is the large collections 
I have made oat of the holy Scriptures* In these are 
comprised all the fundamental doctrines, and the most tm- 
portant duties of the Christian religion ; the doctrines we 
are most concerned to understand and believe; and the 
duties we are most indispensably obliged to observe and 
practise, in order to our eternal happiness. And surely, 
the frequent attentive reading of such Scriptures as these 
must needs be very beneficial to us. 'Tis what we shall 
find of singular use and service, not only for devotion, but 
far the conduct of our lives: what will be the best prepa* 
rative for the one, and most probably will derive a happy 
ir^uenee upon the other. With respect to the former I- 
have taken particular care that all the texts prefixed to any* 
prayer be pertinent to the subject matter of that prayer : 
and in order to the latter I have all along confined myself 
to the choice of such texts as are in themselves the most 
instructive^ And in my distribution of them I have en« 
deavoured to preserve a coherence, and mutual connection; 
that so we may read them with more pleasure, and more 
e^&ily retain what we read. 
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Though ^ere are i»ari;f precepts in Scripture, wbicb 
make it our indi^pensabie duty to pray ojften, such as Luie 
XTiii. 1 ; R&m. xii. lt\ I Thess. v. 17 ; yet it being not 
positively declared hmv often we wr^ obliged to perform this 
duty, it must be left to the discretion of every person to 
decide Mi« question for himself. Those who have ^e 
advantage of easy mrcwAstaMcHs^ and wUuih leiswre are to 
look upon themselves bound to consecrate a larger share 
of their time to the immediate service of God. But if tlie 
ctrcumstances His Providence has allotted us in this world 
be such, that we cannot, without prejudice to 'the neces- 
sary business of our lawful callings, retire so often as we 
would otherwise do ; the maxim which the Apostle hath 
laid down in another case, wHI hold equally true in this ^ 
If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to 
that a man hatli^ and not according to that he hath not, 
% Cor, viii. IS. God is not a hard Master. He will not 
require much of those, to whotn He hath given hut iittle. 
\i we are but upright in our intentions, and sincerely 
desirous to take all opportunities we can of waiting upon 
Him ; we may securely depend upon a kind reception, and 
a gracious audience at the throne of His grace. 

I observe tbisj for the sake of those who may thitrk I 
have prescribed too frequent returns of devotion in the Daily 
Office ; and that there are some prayers both in that, and 
in the others too long. With reference to the generality of 
persons, I itiust confess, I incline to the same opinion : but 
this I must say too, that I am very well assured, there are 
a great many who have both leisure and inclination, to 
allow as much time for their devotions, as the' use of these 
offices will require. ' And l^ince my design fn this under- 
taking was to serve the occasions of the devout,' i d6not 
see how I should have answered that end, had I nbt tnad6 
provision fbr those that are most emmently such. I desire 
Gt^y chat every one would deal impartidlly with himSelf fn 
tilts case: and they, who, upon good grounds j arepei-^^* 
suaded that they cannot conveniently set aside any inters 
mediate part of the day- for< religious retirbment ; let thenf 
but make a conscience of being constant and regular in 
their morning and evening'- dievotions, and they may rest 
assured that God will never lay to their charge such amis* 
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sunu aSf .with respect ta tbe cirauBUtan^ea Hk Providence 
has placed them in, are manifestly unavoMiaAde K But then 
they ought to remember, that they are indispeaaably bound 
to be/90 much the more careful and panctual in obseryiog 
these two seasons of solemn prayer to God.: tlieie, at least, 
being of absolute obligation; and the omissiipii of either of 
these, what no pretence whatsoeyer ean juatify. 

As ibr the exceptions that may be made against the 
length of some of the prayers, the reader may please to 
observe, that all those that can -possibly fall under this im* 
putation are subdivided into so many distinct paragraphs* 
that it will be very easy for him to make such alterations 
and omissions in the use of them« as will reduce them to 
the brevity any one's particular circumstances may require. 
1 desire likewise the same method may be taken with 
reference to any of the collections out of Scriptwrc that 
shall seem too long ; as indeed in some of them I could 
not avoid being longer than ordinary, by reason of the 
multiplicity of particulars contained under the general 
sui^ect they relate to. But these also are broken into 
several subdivisions, which may* without. any manner of 
inconvenience, be uaed separately ; some at one time, and 
some at another, in si^ch proportions as every one's leisure 
will admit of: 

Having premised, this caution for the satisfaction of my 
reader, I proceed to press upon his most serious attention 
not only the absolute necessity fof prayer^ but also the 
inseparable connection between true devotion and a good 
life, and the. indi^penoahle necessity of the latter in order 
to ihe acceptableness of the former* 

We have then, we can have nothing but what we receive 
from God: and we have no promise that we shall receive 
any thiijig of Him, except we first ask it by diligent and 
humbler prayer. Sq necessary indeed is it to pray^ in order 
to recdpCf that even those very blessings which God has 
expres^ declared that He designs to bestow upon us, He 
yet f|s ep^pressly commands us to pray unto Him Ibr. Thus 
in the xxxvith of Estekiel Goi makes to His people many 

^ See Bisbo]^ Ta^r's Introduction to a Holy Life (p. 7) ; re- 
printed igi Bivingtonsy 1890. 
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particular promises of blessings, spiritual and temporal ; 
and concludes v. S6, with this solemn declaration of His 
firm purpose and resolution to perform every thing that 
He had promised, / the Lofd^ says He» have ipoken it^ and 
I will do it : and yet the very next words to these are, Thus 
saitk the Lord Gody I will yet for this he enquired ofhy ike 
house of Israel^ to do it for them. So that the promises 
even of the immutable God are secured only to those who 
pray for the accomplishment of them. 

But because prayer is a duty of such absolute necessity, 
that no blessing can be obtained without it ; shall we there«> 
fore conclude, that no other duty but this is necessary to 
our obtaining the divine favour and blessing I Or, because 
its power and efficacy are such, that no prayer made 
according to the will of God does ever return without a 
gracious answer ; does it follow from hence, that those 
also which are not made according to His will, must always 
meet with the same success ? 

Extravagant, however, as such a notion is, it is too 
sadly visible that the generality of men, that some even of 
those who comparatively are good men, have need to be 
advertised of the folly and danger of giving in to it. To 
this end, let the two following propositions be carefully 
considered. 

I. that without a good life there can be no true devo- 
tion. 

n. that supposing there could, we have no warrant from 
Scripture to believe that it would be either acceptable to 
God, or of any benefit to ourselves. 

And First, that without a good life there can be no true 
devotion. Be we ever so frequent and punctual in our 
prayers, if they do not influence our lives, they are but vain 
repetitions at die best. An unholy life is a plain demon- 
stration that our prayers are not holy. These cannot be 
purCi as long as that is defiled. It is morally impossible he 
should worship God aright, who does not conscientiously 
endeavour to obey Him too. 

Can he be supposed, even in the most solemn acts of 
Worship, to have his heart affected with those reverent and 
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awfal thoughts of God, and with that humble, lowly sense 
of his own vileness and indigence, and absolute dependence 
upon Him, which are required in sinful creatures addressing 
themselves to their Maker, and their Judge ; he, whose iifs 
is a continued affront to the infinite Majesty he adores, a 
deliberate contempt of His authority, a defiance of His 
Almighty power, and a most ungrateful abuse of the ex- 
ceeding riches of His goodness ? 

Is it reasonable to believe that he beftails his sins with 
that unfeigned grief and compunction of heart, which are 
the necessary qualifications of a true penitential sorrow 3 
who makes it his daily practice to repeat those very sins, 
whicb he pretends daily to bewail f 

Can we think him really in earnest when he prays for 
the pardon of his sins, Mid the assistance of God's Holy 
Spirit ; who obstinately persists in such a wicked course of 
life aa, he very well knows, does utterly incapacit€Ue him 
for either ? 

Can he^ lastly, be thought sincerely to desire,- or to have 
any value for that inestimable crown of glory which God 
has promised to those that serve him faithfully ; who is so 
fiir from making it the constant employment of his whok 
life to work out his salvation, that he can hardly ever afford 
himself lekme so much as to ask himself that short, but 
most necessary question. What shall I do that I may he 
saved f so far from being willing to sell all that he hath^ 
in order to purchase this pearl of great price ; that be is 
ready every hour of the day to sell the invaktahle privileges 
of his Christian birth-right for any the most worthless 
trifle ; and to sacrifice all his hopes of eternal happmess to 
the transient gratification of a sinful appetite, and the 
momentary enjoyment of a forbidden pleasure ? A very 
small degree of serious consideration will soon convince us 
that sack practices as these are so directly opposite to, so 
entirely inconsistent with those pretences^ that it is impos- 
sible they should ever be reconciled, unless it can be proved 
that we may be truly said to worship Ood without an 
inward veneration of His adorable excellencies, to pray to 
Him without a hearty desire of the things we pray for, and 
worthily to lament our offences against Him without being 
grieved for those sins whereby we have offended Him. 
Hele*t QfjScet. a 
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•, But now, secondly 9 shouM we make this contradictory 
suppomtian, that a man may be as mcked as he pleases In 
his ^, and yet be very sincere in his devotions ; that fae 
may ptay with all the fervency and zeal imaginable, at 
the same time that he is resolved to go on in his sinfai 
coarses : yet« what would such an one be the better for aH 
Iris devotions ? What warrant from Scripture have we to 
believe that God would answer the requests of such a pre- 
varicating supplicant ? 

^ Our Saviour indeed has declared, that every one thai 
(isketh receiveth^f and that whatsoever we ask the Father in 
ffis Name, He nfill give it tts\ But has He not Himself 
likewise assured us, that there is no other way of entitling' 
ourselves to these promises, but by a firm, immovable ad- 
(lerence to His doctrine, and a sincere universal obedience 
*io Hh commands ? ffye abide in Me, says our Lord, and 
"My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye wUl^ and ii 
shall be done unto you, John xv. 7. And has not His 
Apostle St. John also told us, that our confidence^of reeeiV 
ing what we ask can be safely buih only upon this found- 
ation, that we do what He has commanded? Beloved, says 
h^, I John lit. ^1, ftit. if our heart condemn us noif thim 
have we confidence toward God : and whatsoever we ask^ we 
feeeive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do 
those things that are pleasing in His sight. To the same 
purpose is that of St. James, v. 16, The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much ? as if he bad said ; 
ft is not the (H'ayer of every man, nor every prayer of any 
man that has energy and force enough to pierce the douds, 
and bring down from heaven the blessings it is sent up for; 
but the prayers only of such persons as are sincerely good $ 
and only such prayers even of these persons as are offered 
up with a becoming zeal and fervency. 

God has been pleased of His own free grace and bounty 
to declare Himself willing to bestow many inestfanable 
blessings upon us ; but He has thought fit likewise for very 
wise and good reasons to enjoin us the practice of severed 
duties, and to suspend our title to those blessings upon our 
faithful endeavours to perform these duties, 

» Luke xi. 10. ' John xvi. 23. 
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And. is it not highly reasonahle, is it not absolutely 
necessary for us to set ourselves seriously to the doing what 
we .are commanded, before we expect to be put in posses* 
noa of what we are promised 1 When God has expressly 
dcq^uaintedus with the terms upon which alone He will be 
gjracipus unto us,, shall we. be so foolishly presumptuous as 
%Q feed ourselves with hopesy that we may find favour in 
i)ia aigbt without ever complying with the terms He has 
proposed? And shall we dare also to go solemnly to 
Him^ and ^ pray Him to act directly contrary to His own 
declarations i This surely is a manifest mockery of the 
iDiy^e.Miyefty: and yet this is what every impenUeni 
siimer doe9, as. often as Ae prays for the forgiveness of his 
sinSf. the graces of God's Spirit, or the final nlvation of bis 
own aouU 

It is by virtue of that gracious covenant which God hath 
made, with us. in His.Son, that we have any title at all to 
ihfifie blessed privileges. And because a covenant, in the 
very nature of it, implies a mutual stipulatiopi it is certain 
that the title (Aif covenant conveys to us must be wholly 
comlitional ^ so that if we do not prove true to our part <^ 
it^ we have utterly forfeited our tide to the benefits promised 
on God's ]^U 

How by the tenor of this covenant, as we have it recorded 
In the Scriptures, the- condition upon which God has pro- 
mised to forgive us our sins, in consideration of the meri- 
toripua sufferings and death of our Saviour Jesus Christ, is 
9ticK ^ lively ind. effectual faith^ as shall produce in us 
true repentance, and reformation of life, and a readiness 
f(Ptr Christ's sake to forgive our brethren their oflfences 
against us. Through His Name, says St. Peter, whosoever 
pelieveth in Him shall receive remission of sins. Acts x. 43. 
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, says the same Apostle, 
ihaf your sins may be blotted out. Acts iii. 19. If ye forgive 
tn^ their trespasses, says Christ, your Heavenly Father will 
juIso forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their tres' 
ptoses, neither will your Father, forgive your trespasses. 
Matt. vL 14, 15. 

So also the condition, upon which He has promised us 
the assistances of His Spirit, is a stedfast purpose to make 
a faithful use o( them by cherishing the good motions He 

a 2 • 
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shall exoite in our souls, and diligently co^opemting with 
His grace towards our daily progress in all godliness and 
virtue. Whosoever hath^ says Christ, to him shall be 
giveut and he shall have more abundance : but nhosoener 
hath not, jrcm him shall be taken away even that he hathf 
Matt. xiii. 12. Work out your onm siUoatienj says St« 
Paul, with fear and trembling : for it is God That worheth 
in you both to will and to do tf His good pleaswrtf Phil* 
iu 12, 13. 

In like maoner, the condition upon whicl^ God baa pro- 
mised eternal life is a sincere, constaat, persevering obe« 
dience to His holy laws. If thou wilt enter into life, Betj» 
our Saviour, keep the commandments. Malt. xix. 17. Ta 
them who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for glnrp^ 
and honour, and immortality, says St. Paul, God will render 
eternal life ; but unto, them that are contetUious, and dochey 
not the truth, but obeyunrighteousness^ indignation and wrmtkf 
tribulation and anguisk^ upon every smi of tnan thai doeth 
evil, Rom. ii. 7— rd* 

Since therefore these^ and whatever other promises Gad 
has been pleased to midce ua in the Gospel, are all of them 
suspended upon certmn conditions; it evidently followa 
that we can have no manner of pretence to daini any inte* 
rest in the blesisinga promised,, till we have perfernaed the 
conditions upon which they are suspended. 

Very great things* it is tcue^ are said of piayev : no dutj 
has more encouraging promises annexed to it: and ihc 
Scripture abounds with inatancea declaring its mig^j 
power, and prevalency with God. But then, it is as true 
that all these promises, and all these insianees are appli* 
cable to such prayers onlyy. aa are joaade acccnrding'to tbA 
terms of the Gospel covenant; and these prayers miXL 
always b^ sure to find an eaay access to the ihroneof gii|Ge« 
But if we venture to go beyond our cpmfnission; if we 
pray for things which God has no where promised ; or for 
those things which He bath promised but condi^ioh^Uyt not 
attending to ths^deckKred conditions of those Hia promises i 
our prayers are unwarrantable, and will be so lar from 
beii\g acceptable to God, or advantageoos to ou««elves, 
that they will infallibly provoke His displeasure) and serve 
but to increase our own guilt and condemnation. • 
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In a word*: we an? frail| impotent) helpless, siofiil cre»« 
tuves; labouring^' under manifold wants and infirmities; 
encompiissed with innumerable dangers ; obnoxious to the 
Divine wrath and vengeance; and utterly unable of our« 
selves to do any thilig for oursblves : our only hope is iq 
God's mercy through Christ ; His promises are our only 
comfort and seeurity ; these we must implore by incessant 
and easneat prayer : but as these are all of them condilUmalt 
it is certain that the success of our prayers will depend 
upon oar faithful endeavours to perform the conditions on 
which God has promised the things we pray for. Though 
we ask ever so fervently, ever so importunately, ever so 
devoutly, if we do not ask according to the terms of the 
Gospel, the Gospel gives us no encouragement to believe 
that we shall receive what we ask. 

This is a truth that well deserves our most serious con- 
sideration : and I have insisted the longer upon it, because 
a mistake in this point must needs be of very dangerous 
and fatal consequence. What the apostle says of godli- 
ness in general, may truly be affirmed of this single instance 
oiit, prayer, if rightly performed ; viz. that it ii profitable 
unio all things; having the promise of the life that now is, 
and ftf that which is to come. There is not any one thing 
neeessary either to our temporal or eternal happiness, but 
what the pious Christian may procure to himself by diligent 
andfakhflil prayer to God for it. So that as much as we 
value our present and future welfare, so much it concerns 
us to take heed that our prayers be such as God for Christ's 
sake has promised to accept. 

I am not unmindful that there are other qualifications 
necessary to the rendering our prayers successful ; but for 
these I must here content myself with referring the devout 
reader to the preliminary instructions prefixed to the Daily 
Ofite^ where he will find the qualifications, requisite to 
entitle our devotions to the Divine acceptance, distinctly 
enumerated, and the necessity of each of them proved at 
large by express citations out of the Holy Scriptures, 

God of His infinite goodness give us all grace so to pray, 
and so to live, that our prayers may derive a happy in/lu' 
ence upon our lives ; and our lives give a power and efficacy 



XXX INTR0DUCTI0N-->-IM8EPAllABLS CONNECTION, &C, 

to our prayers ; ftnd both jointly contribute to our daily 
increase in those divine graces and virtues, which will 
through His mercy in Christ Jesus entitle us to God's 
peculiar favour and blessing in this world; and to that 
far more exceeding and eUrtiAl wmgkt cf glory ^ which is 
reserved in heaven for all those, who, ai the glorious ap'» 
pearing of the great God^ and our Saviour Jesus Christy 
shall be found meet to he pattakers of \ the. iidiariianee of 
the saints in light* Amen. 



OFFICES OF DEVOTION, 



DAILY AND OCCASIONAL; 



IN 



TWO PARTS. 



PART I. 

DAILY OFFICES. 



I. DEVOTIONS FOR THE MORNING. 
II. DEVOTIONS FOR THE EVENING. 
III. DEVOTIONS FOR THE NOON. 
IV. DEVOTIONS FOR THE AFTERNOON 
SUPPLEMENT. 



PRELIMINARY INSTRUCTIONS 



CONCERNING 



PRAYER, 

taken out of the Holy Scriptures ; 

WITH SUITABLE PRAYERS. 



To be frequent in prayer is a duty incumbent upon 
all: which as it is very strictly enjoined in Holy 
Scripture, so it has many very gracious and ample 
promises made to it, in order to encourage and enforce 
the practice of it. p. 2 — 3. < 

The qucdifications necessaiy to entitle our prayers 
to the favour and acceptance of God are 

1« a conscientious care and endeavour to serve 
God in purity of heart, and uprightness of life : 
p, 4 — 5. 

2. such a calm and peaceable, such -a charitable 
and beneficent temper, as can easily overlook, and 
readily forgive the indiscretions, and even the affronts 
and injuries of those we converse with ; and upon all 
proper occasions will contribute cheerfully, and where 
God has given ability liberally, towards the relief of 
those who are in calamitous or indigent circumstances: 
p,5 — 6. 

3* an attentive consideration of the nature and im- 
portance of the duty of prayer ; and such an intense 
application of mind, and fervour of spirit, as may 
manifest an inward sense of our innumerable wants 
and miseries ; and a just value for those inestimable 
mercies we pray unto God for: p. 6 — 8.. 
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2 Preliminary Instructions 

4. such a serious consideration of the infinite ma* 
jesty and glory of God, and of our own vileness and 
dependence, as may dispose us to approach Him in 
an humble and awftil frame of mind, and in a decent 
lowly posture of body : p. 8 — 9. 

5. a holy trust ana confidence in the power, wis- 
dom, and goodness of God ; with an assured persua- 
sion, that whatsoever we ask according to His will, 
we shall receiye ; not for any merit in ourselves, but 
for the sake, and through the mediation of our great 
High Priest, and Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ, Who ever liveth to make intercession for 
us. p. 10 — 11« 



To he frequent in prayer is a duty %c. 

Be careful for nothing; but in eveiy thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your 
* requests be made known unto God K 

Take no thought, saying, what shall we eat? or 
what shall we drink? or wherewithal shall we be 
clothed^ ? for your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things : but seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you^. 

Seek the Lord, and His strength ; seek His face 
continually *. 

Seek ye the Lord while He may be found : call ye 
upon Him while He is near *. 

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving^. 

Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunken- 
ness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon 
you unawares ^. 

* PhiL iv. 6. » Matt. vi. 81. < Matt vL 88» 83. 

* 1 Chron. xvi. 11. » Isaiah Iv. 6. • Col. iv. 2. 

' Luke xxi. 34. 
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Be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer ^ 

Yet made we not <mr prayer before the liord our 
God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and un- 
derstand Thy truth : therefore hath the Lord watched 
upon the evil, and brought it upon us^. 

Watch ye, therefore and pray always, that ye may 
t>e accounted worthy to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
Man^ 

My brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of His might * : 

Praying always with all prajrer and supplication 
in the spirit ; and watching tiiereunto with all perse- 
verance *, 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variablenss, neither shadow of 
turning®. 

For the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call 
upon Him : for whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord idiall be saved ^. 

As forme, I will call upon Ood, and the Lord shall 
save me. Evening, and morning, and at noon, will 1 
pray, and cry aloud, and He shsdl hear my voice ^ 

I will cry unto God Most High, unto God That 
performeth all things for me^. 

For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, 
and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon 
Thee". 

Every creature of God is good, and nothing to be 
refused, if it be received with thanksgiving : for it is 
sanctified by the word of God, and prayer ". 

1 1 Pet. iv. 7. ' Dan. ix. 13, H. » Luke xxi. 36. 

4 Eph. vi. 11. » Eph. vi. la « Jam. i. 17. 

7 Rom. X. 12, 13. • Psalm Iv. 16, 17. ' Psalm Ivii. 2. 

»• Psalm Ixxxyi. 6. " 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. 
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!• ^st qual^ation — a canscientiaus care 8fc. 

God is a Spirit, and thej that worship Him must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth ^ 

We know that God heareth not sinners : but if any 
man be a worshipper of God, and doth His wiQ, him 
He heareth *. 

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, 
to all that call upon Him in truth. 

He will ftdfil ^e desire of them that fear Him; He 
also will hear their cry, and will save them ^. 

And whatsoever we ask, we receive. of Him, be- 
cause we keep His commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in His sight ^. 

Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you : 
cleanse your hands ye sinners ; and purify your hearts 
ye double-minded ^. 

He that tumeth away his ear from hearing the law, 
even his prayer shall be abomination^. 

The Lord is far from the wicked, but He heareth 
the prayer of the righteous ^. 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to 
the Lord ; but the prayer of the upright is His de- 
light ». 

Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss; that 
ye may consume it upon your lusts 9. 

If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you; ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you ". 

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous ; and 
His ears are open imto their cry ". 

The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth and deli- 
vereth them out of sdl their troubles ". 

Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace ^ ; 

1 John iv. 24. > John ix. 31. * Psalm cxlv. 18, 19. 

* 1 John iii. 22. * Jam. iv. 8. • Prov. xxviiL 9. 

1 Prov. XV. 29. • Prov. xv. 8. » Jam. iv. a 

>o John XV. 7. " Psalm ixxiv. 16. " Psalm iv. 17. 

" Job xxU. 2L 
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For then sbalt thou have thy delight in the Al- 
mighty. Thou^shalt make thy prayer unto Him, and 
He shall hear thee ^ 



2, — such a calm and peaceable S;c. 

If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that tby brother hath aught against thee ; leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way ; first 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift*. 

And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have 
aught against any ; that your Father also Which is 
in heaven may forgive you your trespasses ^. 

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your Hea- 
venly Father wifl also forgive you: but if ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses «. 

For he shall have judgment without mercy, that 
hath shewed no mercy*. 

Then bis lord, after that he had called him, said 
unto, him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all 
that debt^ because thou desiredst me : shouldest not 
thou also have had compassion on thy fellow-servant, 
even as 1 had pity on thee? And his lord was 
wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he 
should pay all that was due unto him. So likewise 
shall My Heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trespasses ^. 

Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me ; 
I will render to the man according to his work*^. 

But love your enemies ; bless them that curse you ; 
do good to them thisit hate you ; and pray for them 
that despiteftdly use you and persecute you ; that ye 

1 Job xii 26, 27. * Matt v. 23, 24. < Mark xi. 26. 

« Matt vi. 14| 15. * Jam. iL 15. « Matt xviii. 32—35. 

7. Prov^xxiv. 29. 
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may be fhe cfaildreQ of your Eaiher, Wfaidi is in 
lieayen : for He maketh His san to rise on the eiril, 
and on the good: and sendeth rain on -tite just, and' 
on the unjust \ 

Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful*. 

Ifihoxi deal thy bread to the hungry ; and that thou 
bring the poor that are cast out to tfay boose; when 
thou seest the naked, that Aou cover him ; and that 
fliou hide not thyself from thine own flesh: then 
shall thy light br^Ak forth as the momzng, «sd thiaa 
health shall spring forth speedily ; and thy rigktoonS" 
ness shall go before thee; Hxe ;^ry of. the Lord shall 
be thy rere-ward. The» shalt thou call, and- die Lord 
shall answer; thou shalt cry, and He diatt say, Hexe 
I am \ 

Thy prayer and thine >afans! axe come up for a me- 
moriad before God *. 

Far prayer is good with fas^g, and 'idms^ and 
righteou^ess^. 

And when thou givest alms, let 'not thine eye be 
envious; neither turn thy faeefrom any poor; aadthe 
face of Ood shall not 'be tamed away from thee ^. 

But whoso stoppelii his ears at >tfa« ory of tiae poor, 
he shall also cry himself, but shall not be heasrd^k 



3. — an attentive consideration 8$c. 

It is good to be eealously affeeted always in a good 
thing ^ 

For the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence; and 
the violent take itf by 'feree^* 

Watch and pray, that ye enter tiot into temptalidii : 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is w«ak ^^ 

1 Matt. v. 44> 45. > Luke yi. 36. > Isaiah Iviii. 7, 8, 9. 

* Acts X. 4. » Ti»b^ xii. a « Tob. iv. 7, 

T Prov. xxi. 13. » Gal. iv. 18* » Mfttt xi. 12. 

>o Matt. SEvi. 41. 
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Asky and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall 
find ; knockt and it shall be opened unto you : for 
every one that asketh, receiveth ; and he that seek- 
eth, findeth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be 
opened ^. 

If ye then being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children ; how much more shall your Hea* 
venly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
ffim*. 

Thus saith the Lord, Which stretcheth forth the 
heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and 
farmeth the spirit of man within him ^, 

I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications ^ 

And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I 
win answer, and whiles they are yet spealdng, I will 
hear^ 

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities : 
for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought : but the Spirit Itself maketh intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered : and He 
that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind 
of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God \ 

Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ve 
strive together with me in your prayers to God for 



me^ 



Strive to enter in at the strait gate ; for many, I 
say unto you, will seek to enter in^ and shall not be 
able*. 

This people draweth nigh unto Me with their 
mouth, and nonoureth Me with their lips; but their 
heart is far firom Me : but in vain they do worship 
Me'. 

1 Luke xi. 0» 10. > Luke xi. la > Zech. xii. 1. 

« Zech. xiL 10. » Uaiah Ixv. 24. * Rom. viii. 26, 27. 

7 Rom. XV. 30. « Luke xiii. 24. * Matt. xy. 8, 9. 
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Let ns lift up our hearts with our hands unto God 
in the heavens . 

Fervent in spirit, serving the Lord*: continuing^ 
instant in prayer *. 

Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul *, 

Yea, in the way of Thy judgments, O Lord, have 
we waited for Thee : ihe desire of our soul is to Thy 
Name, and to the remembmnce of Thee : with my 
soul have I desired Thee in the night; yea, with my 
spirit within me will I seek Thee early *. 

We do not present our supplications before lliee 
for our righteousness ; but for Thy great mercies. O 
Lord hear ; O Lord forgive ; O Lord hearken, and 
do ; defer not, for Thine Own sake, O my God •. 

Doubtless, Thou art our Father; though Abraham 
be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not : 
Thou, O Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; Thy 
Name is from everlasting '. 

O let the words of my mouth, and the meditations 
of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my Redeemer*. 



4. — sucli, a serious consideration S^c* 

Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart 
be hasty to utter any thing before God ; for God is in 
heaven, and thou upon earth ^ 

Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God ac- 
ceptably, with reverence and godly fear ; for our God 
is a consuming fire **. * 

Thus saith the Lord, the heaven is My throne, and 
the earth is My foot-stool : where is the house that 
ye build unto Me ? and where is the place of My 
rest? For all those things hath Mine hand made ; 

> Lam. iii. 41. ' Rom. xii. 11. > Rom. xii. 18. 

* Psalm XXV. 1. » Xsaiah xxvi. 8, 9. « Dan. ix. 18, 19. 

' Isaiah Ixiii. 16. ' Psalm xix. 14. • Eccles. v. 2. 

10 Heb. xii. 28, 29. 



concerning Projfer* 9 

and all those tUngs have been, saiih the Lord ; but 
to this man will I look, even to him that is poor, and 
of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word '• 

Fear ye not Me ? saith the Lord : will ye not trem- 
ble at My presence* ? 

Thousand thousands ministered unto Him ; and 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him \ 

They rest not day and night, saying, Holy, Holy, 
Holj, Lord Grod Almighty, Which was, and is, and 
18 to come. Thou art wprthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory, and honour, and power ; for Thou hast created 
all thiiBgs, and for Thy pleasure they are, and were 
created ^ 

Glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's*. 

Jesus being withdrawn from them about a stone's 
cast, kneeled down and prayed \ 

St. Paul saithf I bow my knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of Whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named 7. 

Stephen kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice^ 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charged 

Abraham answered and said, Behold now I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but 
dust and ashes ^. 

And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, 
and God of my father Isaac '^, I am not worthy of 
the least of all Thy mercies, and of all the truth 
which Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant". 

Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the humble : 
Thou wTli prepare their heart, Thou wilt cause Thine 
ear to hear **. 

O come, t?ieny let us worship and bow down, let us 
kneel before the liord our Maker '*• 

1 Isaiah Ixvi. 1, 2. * Jer. v. 22. ' Dan. vii. 9, 10. 

* Rev. iv. 8—11. » 1 Cor. vi. 20. • Luke xxii. 41. 

7 Eph. iiL 14, 15. • Acts vii 60. • Gen. xviii. 27. 

»• Gen. xsoii. 0. " Gen. xxxii. 10. " Psalm x. 17. 

^ Psalm xcv. 6. 
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5. — a holy irttst in the power and goodness Sj^e, 

Without faith it is impossible to please Him ; Iot 
he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and 
tiiat He is a xewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him\ 

I win therefore that men pray every where, lifting' 
up holy hands, without wratii and doubting *. 

And what things soever ye desire when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them \ 

These things have I written unto you that believe 
in the Name of the Son of God, that ye may know' 
that ye have eternal life, and that ye m^yi believe on 
the name of the Son of God. And this is the con- 
fidence that we liave in Him, that, if we ask any 
thing according to His will. He heareth us: and if 
we ^ow that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions desired of Him \ 

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
That giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not^ 
and it shall be given him : but let him ask in faith, 
nothing wavering ; for he that wavereth is like a wave 
of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. For let 
not that man think tliat he shall receive any thing of 
the Lord*. 

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear ; but ye have received the spiritdf adop- 
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Father ^ 

He that spared not His Own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also 
freely give us all things "^ i 

In Whom we have boldness and access with conr 
fidence by the faith of Him ®. 

For there is one God, and one Mediator between 

* Heb. xi. 6. » 1 Tim. ii. 8. » Mark xi. 24. 

* 1 John V. 13—16. » Jam. i. 6—7. « Rom, viii. 16. 
^ Rom. viii. 32. » "Eph. iii. 12. 
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God and man, the Man Christ JesuH, who gave Him- 
self a ransom for all \ 

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way which He hath consecrated fbr us, through the 
veil, that is to say. His flesh ; and having an High 
Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with 
a true heart, m fidl assurance of faith ^ 

For we have not an High Priest Which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was 
in all points teinpted like as we are, yet without sin : 
let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mefcy, and find grace to help in 
time of need '. 

Jesus salth unto hioi) I am the weiy, and th&. truth, 
and the life ; no man cometh mito the Fatberbut by 
Me*. 

Verily, verily, I say uJito you, whatsoever ye ejhall 
a^k the Father in My Name, He will give it you : 
hitherto have ye asked nothing in My Namet adk, 
and ye shall receive, that your |oy may be full K 

And whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
j^ shall ask any thing in My Name, I will do it ^. 



A Prayer for the piatts and profitable use of the 

Holy Scriptures. 

Almighty God, Who, of Thine infinite love to 
mankind, hast been graciously pleased to reveal to us 
in the holy Scriptures whatever is necessary for us to 
believe and practise in order to our eternal salvation, 
grant that I may faithfully apply myself to the read- 
ing of those sacred volumes ; and do Thou open mine 
eyes, I beseech Thee, that 1 may see the wondrous 
things of Thy law. 

* 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. • Heb. x. 19—22. » Heb. iv. 16, 16. 

* John xiy. 6. ^ John xvi. 23» 24. ^ John xiv. 13, 14. 

b6 



12 "Prayer for Grace to be frequent Sfc. 

Dispose me, by Thy grace, reverently to peruse 
them, with an entire submission of my understand^ 
ing to Thy Divine authority ; and with a sincere and 
stedfast resolution of mind to govern my life hy the 
maxims of Thy holy Gospel, and to do and suffer 
Thy blessed wul in every uiing. -. 

Let Thy precious promises quicken my obedience^ 
and make me fruitful and abounding in the work of 
the Lord : and let Thy dreadful threatenings possess 
my soul with on. awful fear of displeasing Thee, and 
make ine speedily to depart from all iniquity. 

O Thou, from Whom is all our sufficiency, a»d 
Who workest in us to will and to do of Thy good 
pleasure, I humbly beseech Thee to purify my heart 
from all hypocrisy, pride, and self-conceit, from all 
sensual desires and worldly cares, and every thing 
that wiU hinder the growth and increase of the hea- 
venly seed of Thy word. And grant, that I may so 
seriously attend to the great truths Thy goodness hath 
revealed to us in the Gospel, that my improvements 
in holiness may be answerable to the means of grace 
Thou hast vouchsafed me ; and I may so cheerfully 
run the way of Thy commandments, that I may finally 
attain Thy heavenly promises, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



A Prayer /or grace to be frequent in prayer ; and 
for the holy dispositions necessary to entitle our 
prayers to the Divine acceptance. 

Almighty and most merciful God, Who hast been 
graciously pleased not only to permit, but to encou- 
rage and command us, who are but vile dust and 
ashes, to make our requests known unto Thee ; and 
hast promised by Thy blessed Son, that whatsoever 
we ask in His Name we shall receive ; assist me with 
Thy grace so attentively to consider the all-sufficient 
l^oodness of Thy nature, and the miserable indigency 
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of wne dwn^ that I may set a due value on this ines- 
timable privilege, and rejoice in every opportunity of 
worehippitig Thy glorious Majesty, and presenting 
my supplications at the throne of Thy grace. 

Grant me grace, I beseech Thee, to give diligent 
heed to keep my soul always in a fit temper for devo- 
tion ; und 16 walk under such a constant sense of 
Thine all-Beijing providence, and my absolute depen- 
dence, as may dispose me to be frequently lifting up 
my^ heart unto lliee. Especially, O Lord, let me 
never fail to come before Thee with my morning and 
evening sacrifice of prayer and praise, or to obey the 
calls of Thy public worship. 

And that I may receive a gracious answer to my 
petitions, grant, I humbly beseech Thee, that I may 
always prostrate myself before Thee with becoming 
apprehensions of Thine infinite excellencies and per- 
fections, and of mine own unworthiness ; with such u 
steady, intense application of mind, as is suitable to 
the nature and importance of so sacred and advan- 
tageous a duty ; and with such devout afiections and 
fervent desires, as may manifest an inward sense of 
my innumeriable wants and miseries, and a just value 
for the inestimable mercies I sue unto Thee for; — 
with an entire submission and resignation to Thy 
blessed will ; and with a firm and lively persuasion 
that if I ask according to Thy will. Thou assuredly 
wilt so fulfil my desires and petitions as may be most 
expedient for me. 

And because Thou hast made our forgiveness of 
others a condition of our obtaining forgiveness at 
Thy hands ; and hast commanded us to lift up holy 
hands in prayer, without WTath, ai^ well as without 
doubting ; endue me, I humbly pray Thee, with such 
a meek and even temper as will not (easily be pro- 
voked; and with such a charitable and beneficent 
spirit, as may incline me readily to forgive whatever 
affironts or injuries I may happen to meet with, and 
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eheerfhlly to do all good offices, in my power to any 
of my feUow-creatures. 

Finally^ I beg that I may always approach Thy 
throne of grace in a due sense, that I am infinitely 
less than the least of all Thy mercies, and utt^y un- 
worthy to (^er up any petition unto Thee, but m, tbe 
Name, and through the mediation of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ; by Whom alone we have access unto Thee, 
our offended Father; and^in Whom we are sure to be 
accepted ; for He is our merciful and faithful High 
Priest, Who hath put away sin by the sacrifice qf 
Himself and e> a}>le also to save all them to the UUer^ 
most, who come unto Thee hy Him,, se^ng He ever 
liveth to make intercession for them. • To Whom, 
therefore, with Thee and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed, 
as is most due, all. honour, glory, Uianksgiving, and 
praise, now and eyermore. Amen. 



THE lord's prayer, 

given by our Lord and Saviour J eBXis Christ; bath 
as a form to be used by %is when we pray ^, and for a 
pattern to direct us after what manner kw ought to 
pray *. 

Our Father^ Which art in heaven. Hallowed be 
Thy name: Thy kingdom come: Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven: Give us this day our 
daily bread : and forgive us our trespasses, as we for« 
give them that trespass against us : and lead us not 
into temptation : but deliver us from evil : For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

' Luke xi. 2. a Matt. vi. 9. 
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THE 

LORD^S PRAYER 

With an Explication of its several Clauses, by waj 

of Paraphrase at large. 

1. Our Father, Which art in heaven : 

Most great and ^acious Lord God, the Creator, 
Preserver, and Governor of the world, and our most 
merciful and loving Father in Jesus Christ ; Who 
dwellest in the highest heavens; and Whose throne 
is encircled with myriads of glorious spirits, that veil 
their faces before Thee, unable to behold the bright- 
ness of Thy majesty, and that delight in attending 
upon those ministries whereunto thou hast appointed 
them; 

2. Hallowed he Thy name : 

We Thine unworthy servants prostrate ourselves 
with all humility at Thy footstool, beseeching Thee 
to possess our minds widi becoming thoughts of Thy 
transcendent excellencies and perfections, and with a 
just and lively sense of Thine absolute sovereignty, 
and of our entire dependence upon Thee ; and to in- 
spire our souls with sincere and zealous resolutions to 
make it the constant study of our lives, to promote 
Thine honour and glory in all our thoughts, words, 
and actions ; and to shew forth our reverence of Thy 
Divine Majesty by a suitable regard to every thing 
that relates to Thee, and by striving to grow every 
day more and more into a likeness and conformity to 
all Thine imitable perfections. 

8. Thy kingdom come : 

Send Thy grace into our hearts to subdue and 
mortify all our evil inclinations, and to. deliver us from 
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the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. And pour out Thy Spirit upon 
all flesh, that all may know Thee from the least to the 
greatest, and by a diligent obedience to Thy holy 
laws may approve themselves faithful subjects and 
servants of Thee, the true and only God, the supreme 
Lord of heaven and earth. To this end may it please 
Thee to enlarge the borders of Thy Church, and to 
bring all nations within its pale : and whSre it is 
tilready established, go on more and more, we pray 
TThee, by Thy grace to destroy the power of sin, and 
the dominion of Satan ; and to implant the fear and 
love of Thy name in the hearts of all Thy servants ; 
that so Thine eternal kingdom also may be enlarged, 
and the fulness of Thy saints accomplished ; and that 
blessed time may come, when we shall all be trans- 
lated into Thy heavenly kingdom; and, all other 
powers and dominions being done away. Thou alone, 
O God, shalt be exalted, and rule over Thy saints for 
ever and ever. 

4. Thy Will be done in earthy as it is in heaven : 

GiYE us grace to resign ourselves absolutely and 
unreservedly to Thy blessed will. Grant that we may 
always seriously consider the ways of Thy providence, 
and discern what it is that Thou wouldst have us 
either to do or to suffer in obedience thereunto : that 
whatsoever it be that Thou shalt thereby call us to, 
whether to a prosperous, or to an adverse state, to 
receive good from Thee, or to suffer evil ; we may in 
the one improve Thy blessings to the glory of Thy 
Name, and the benefit of those about us ; and in the 
other, patiently submit to whatsoever Thou shalt call 
us to suffer for Thy sake. We beseech Thee likewise 
to dispose and enable us faithfully to obey all Thy 
commandments, how contrary soever they may be to 
our own corrupt desires and affections, or the prevail- 
ing maxims of a wicked world; and as far as the 
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infirmity of our nature will permit, to do Thy will 
here on earth with the same readiness, zeal/ con* 
stancy, and delight, as Thy blessed angels do it in 
heaven. 

5. Give us this day our daily bread; 

Bestow upon us day by day as much of the good 
things of this present world, as may be sufficient for 
our necessary subsistence, and the innocent conve- 
niences of life, during our continuance in this our 
state of pilgrimage, until Thou shalt be pleased to 
bring us to our heavenly Canaan ; that good country 
which Thou hast provided for us, where we shall 
hunger no more^ neither thirst any more: hut the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
us, o/nd lead us unto living fountains of water. And 
make us duly sensible, we beseech Thee, of our entire 
dependence upon Thy providence and blessing, both 
for our lives and for all things belonging to them; 
and ever careftil to make suitable returns of love, and 
praise, and gratitude to Thee, our Almighty and most 
bountiful Benefactor. 

6, And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them 

that trespass against us : 

Forgive, we humbly pray Thee for Jesus Christ's 
sake, our great and manifold offences against Thy 
Divine Majesty. And, that we may not by our own 
default render ourselves incapable of that mercy with- 
out which we must be inevitably miserable to all eter- 
nity, give us grace truly and earnestly to repent of all 
our sins ; and obeying the command, and following 
the example of our blessed Master and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, readily and heartily to forgive all others their 
offences against us ; considering that without this we 
cannot with any hope of pardon pray for Thy forgive- 
ness : and that if we do it not sincerely, God is not 
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mocked, nor can we possibly deceive Thee, to Whom 
all hearts are open and all desires known. 



7. And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us 

from evil : 

And because Thou knowest us to be set in the 
midst of many and great dangers, and that by reason 
of the frailty of our nature we are not able of ourselves 
to keep ourselves from falling, we make our humble 
supplications unto Thee, Who art our only refuge in 
time of need, that Thou wouldest save and defend us 
in all dangers ghostly and bodily. If it be Thy 
blessed will, we earnestly desire that we may not be 
exposed to any great temptations ; but if, for any ends 
of Thy wise providence. Thou shalt think fit to suffer 
us to be tempted, let it please Thee graciously to 
strengthen and support us in all our trials and temp* 
tations, and to carry us with innocence and integrity 
through them; so that never being tempted above 
what we are able^ but having with the temptation 
also a way made for us to escape^ we may never be 
overcome; but, if need be, may resist even unto 
blood, striving against sin ; and being faithful tmto 
deathy may receive of Thee a crown of life. 

8. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

These petitions we humbly present unto Thy 
Divine Majesty, O blessed Lord God, knowing that 
Thou art the great King over all the world ; Whose 
never-foiling providence ordereth all things both in 
heaven and earth, and Whose power is infinite and 
irresistible, so that Thou art able to do for us exceed- 
ing abundantiy above all that we can ask or think. 
Hear us then, we beseech Thee, and graciously an- 
swer us, O merciful Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, so 
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will 'we ascribe unto Thee the gloiy due unto Thy 
name ; acknowledging Thee to be the Lord and sole 
Author of all our blessings, and that to Thee alone 
belongs the praise for whatsoever good Thou shalt be 
pleased to work in us, or for us, or by us : to Whom 
therefore be all blessing, honour, glory, and power, 
for ever and erer. Amen. 



OFFICE 

OF • 

DAILY DEVOTION, 

YIZ. 

For MORNING and evening, for noon and 

AFTERNOON. 



SECTION I. — MORNING. 

Psalms for the Morning : One, or more of whtchy 
with the devout oblation that follows them, may be 
used as soon as we are up. 

I. 

God, Thou art my God: early will I seek 
Thee \ 

Have I not remembered Thee on my bed; and 
thought upon Thee when I was waking * ? 

1 laid me down and slept, and rose up again ; for 
the Lord sustained me ^. 

What is man that Thou shouldst magnify him, and 
that Thou shouldst set Thine heart upon him ? And 
that Thou shouldst visit him every morning, and try 
him every moment*? 

I will look unto the Lord ; I will wait for the God 
of my salvation : my God will hear me *. 

Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel ; and after 
that receive me with glory. 

> Psalm Iziii. 1. * Psalm Ixiii. 7* ' Psalm iii 5. 

* Job vii. 17, 18. * Micah vii. 7. 
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Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? And there is 
none upon earth that I desire in comparison of Thee. 

Through Thee have I been holden up ever since 
I was bom ; Thou art He that took me out of my 
mother's womb ; my praise shall be always of Thee \ 

My flesh and my heart faileth ; but God is the 
strepgth of my heart, and my portion for ever '. 

Glory be to the Father &c. 



II. 

It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not con- 
sumed ; because His compassions fail not. They are 
new every morning : great is Thy faithfulness. The 
Lord is my portion, saith my soul ; therefore will I 
hope in him '. 

let me hear Thy loving-kindness betimes in the 
morning ; for in Thee is my trust : shew Thou me the 
way that I should walk in ; for I lift up my soul unto 
Thee*. 

1 will go forth in the strength of the Lord God ; 
and will make mention of Thy righteousness, even of 
Thine only *. 

Be mercifid unto me, O Lord ; for I will call daily 
upon Thee. 

Comfort the soul of Thy servant ; for unto Thee, 
Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

For Thou, Lord, art good and gracious, and of 
great mercy unto all them that call upon Thee. 

My voice shalt Thiou hear betimes, O Lord ; early 
in the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee, 
and will look up ^. 

I will sing of Thy power, and will praise Thy mercy 
betimes in the morning ; for Thou hast been my de- 
fence and refuge in the day of my trouble. 



« Psalm Ixxi. 6. « Psalm Ixxiii. 23—25. 

' Lam. iii. 22—24. ♦ Psalm cxliii. 8. 

« Psalm Ixxi. 16. • Psalm v. 2, 3. 
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Unto Theey O my Strengtli, will I sing, for God is 
my defence, and the God of my merc^\ 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, give hear to my suppli- 
cations : in Thy faithfulness answer me, and in Thy 
righteousness. 

And enter not into judgment with Thy servant ; 
for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified ^ 

Glory he to the Father &c. 

III. 

I must work the works of Him That sent me while 
it is day ; the night cometh, when no man can work ^ 

But J Lord, I know that the way of man is not in 
himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps*. 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord ; 
and He delighteth in his way *. 

order my steps in Thy word ; and let not any 
iniquity have dominion over me *. 

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth ; and keep 
the door of my lips '. 

Teach me Thy way, O Lord, and I will walk in 
Thy truth : O knit my heart unto Thee, that I may 
fear Thy name *. 

Behold, O Lord, how that I am Thy servant ; I am 
Thy servant, and the son of Thine handmaid : Thou 
hast broken my bonds in sunder. 

Thou shalt hide me privily by Thine Own presence 
from the provoking of all men : Thou shalt keep me 
secrefly in Thy tabernacle from the strife of tongues. 

1 will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and will call upon the name of the Lord '. 

My tongue shall speak of Thy righteousness and 
of Thy praise all the day long ". 
Glory be to the Father &c. 

» Psalm Ixi. 16, 17. » Psalm cxliii. 1, 2. » John ix. 4. * Jer. x. 23. 

• Psalm xxxvii. 23. ^ Psalm cxix. 133 ' Psalm cxli. 3. 

• Psalm Ixxxvi. 1 1. » Psalm cxvi. 14, 16. " Psalm xxxv. 28. 
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A devout Oblation of ourselves to God^ and humble 
supplication for the protection and guidance of 
His Spirit and Providence. 

To Thee, my most merciful Creator and Preserver, 
I humbly offer up myself, my soul and body, my 
thoughts and purposes, my words and actions, my 
hopes and fears, my wishes and desires, my interests 
and concerns, all that I hare and all that I am, to be 
governed, guided, and sanctified by Thee this day 
and evermore. 

O that this day and all my days may be employed 
in Thy service, and to Thy glory. O that I may 
walk before Thee in the constant awe of Thy sacred 
presence ; and in such a devout and heavenly frame 
of mind, as may dispose me to be frequently lifting up 
my heart unto Thee in acts of adoration and thajiks- 
giving, resignation and dependence. 

Guard me with Thy blessed angels : preserve me 
from the power of wicked spirits, ^d from a wicked 
world. Let Thy good spirit direct and guide me ; 
regulate my words and order my conversation aright ; 
and so influence all my actions and behaviour, that I 
may neither omit any opportunity of doing good, nor 
yield unto any temptation to the commissicm of evil. 

Enlighten my understanding in the knowledge of 
Thy truth, sanctify my. affections, and bring my will 
to a perfect conformity to Thy holy will. Lord, 
teach me how to pray ; how to hear and read Thy 
holy word. Let not the reproaches of ungodly men 
make me ashamed to own myself Thy servant; but 
give me courage and wisdom to do my duty, what 
difficulties soever shall attend the doing of it. Make 
me all that Thou likest, and pardon and reform in me 
whatever offends Thee; that being sanctified with 
Thy grace I may live in Thy fear and service, and 
die in Thy favour ; and at the general resurrection in 
the last day may be numbered with Thy saints in 
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glory everlastingy through the merits of Thine Onlj 
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen, 



The more solemn devotionsyor the morning. 

% Read a chapter in the Bible^ or one of the sections 
of the preliminary instructions. 

Prayer for grace to worship God acceptably. 

O ETERNAL and most glorious God, the great 
Creator, gracious Preserver, and wise Governor of the 
world ; Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, Which 
was, and is, and is to come; Blessed for evermore ; 
I sinful dust and ashes, in a deep sense of my own 
weakness and wretchedness, and an humble depen- 
dence on Thine infinite power and goodness, present 
myself before the Throne of Thy grace to offer up my 
morning sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving. O 
Thou That hearest prayer, and of Whose only gift it 
cometh that we are able to pray unto Thee as we 
ought, mercifully look upon my infirmities ; and send 
down Thy Holy Spirit of grace and supplication 
upon me, that I may worship Thee in spirit and in 
truth, with fixedness of mind and fervency of desire, 
with humility and reverence, faith and charity, such 
as Thou wilt be graciously pleased to accept, through 
the mediation of Thine Only Son our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Confession of sins ; and Petitions for pardon and 

grace. 

O Lord, I am not worthy so much as to lift up 
mine eyes to that holy place where Thou dwellest. 
Who art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity : my 
very nature is corrupt, extremely prone to evil, and 
impotent and averse to that which is good : and in 

7 
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the course of my life I have grierously offended Thy 
Divine Majesty » by innumerable transgressions of Thy 
holy laws in thought, word, and deed ; I have left 
undone the things Thou hast commanded, and done 
the things Thou hast forbidden, sinning against the 
most abundant measures of grace, and the clearest 
convictions of conscience, and the most solemn en« 
gagements to the contrary. Lord, I confess that I do 
most justly deserve to be cut off from the means of 
grace and opportunities of repentance I have so fire* 
quendy neglected and abused. 

O my God, I have no hope but in Thy tender mer* 
cies which are over all Thy works, and in the merits 
of Thine ever-blessed Son our Saviour. O remember 
that full, perfect, and suflScient sacrifice, oblation, and 
satisfaction, which He has made upon the cross for 
the sins of the whole world : and for His sake forgive, 
I humbly beseech Thee, all my sins ; and by the grace 
of Thy Holy Spirit make me deeply sensible of the 
great evil of theta ; and work in me a hearty contri- 
tion for them. Turn me, O liord, that I may turn 
unto Thee with all my heart, and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. 

Holy Father, graciously vouchsafe to give me of 
that Spirit, Which renews us after Thine Own image 
in righteousness and true holiness. Shed the light of 
Thy grace abroad in my heart, and stir up all the 
powers and faculties of my soul to praise and glorify 
Thee, the God of the spirits of all fiesh, in Whom we 
live, and move, and have our being. Deliver me, I 
pray Thee, from the bondage of sin, and from a lavish 
spirit in the ways of religion : and quicken me with 
Thy free spirit, that I may run the way of Thy com- 
mandments with delight and cheerfulness, and be al- 
ways ready to do and suffer as Thou seest most fitting 
for me. 

Dispose me more especially to a conscientious and 
cheerful attendance on the duties of my station; 

HeWt Offices, C 
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\^or sacred calUng ;'\ and dsiily increase in me those 
graces and virtues that are necessaiy to the acceptable 
performance of all such good works as Thou hast 
prepared for me to-walk in. [* or to the due execution 
of the great trust committed to me.] Above all fill 
me with an ard^it love of Thee mj God, and ofray 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; [^orfor the good of those souls 
committed to my charge, that I may watch over them 
and feed them as the sheep of Christy whom He 
bought with His death, and for whom He shed His 
blood;] that I may diligently improve the time and 
talents committed to my trust; and when I i^pear 
before Thy dread tribunal to give account a£ my 
stewardship, I may mercifully be pardoned, and gra* 
ciously accepted for the sake of Thy beloved Son Jesus 
Christ, our only Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 

Creneral Intercession. 

O MOST merciful God, to Tliine infinite goodness 
and mercy I commend all my fellow-creatures. Bring 
in Thine ancient people the Jews ; fill up the fulness 
of the Gentiles ; unite and sanctify Thy holy Church ; 
and make us all one fold under one Shepherd, Christ 
Jesus our Lord : and grant that all who name the 
nanfe of Christ may depart from iniquity, and adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things« 

Be particularly gracious to this sinful land ; pardon 
our great and crying impieties; heal our miserable 
distractions and divisions : turn fh>m us all those evils 
which we most justly deserve Thou shouldst inflict 
upon us ; and pour out of the abundance of Thy 
Spirit upon all orders and coBditions of men amongst 
US, and especially on those whom Thou dost set in 
authority over us in Church and State, that all may 
turn unto Thee, from the highest \jq the lowest, and 

• For the use of the Clergy only. 
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so ihiooghly ameoid their ways and their doings, 
that we may be indeed Thy people, and Thou mayest 
be our God, and rejoice oyer us to bless us and to do 
tts good from generation to generation. Save and 
drfend Thy servant the king ; make him an instru* 
mcait of Thy mercy and glory here, and a partaker of 
both hereafter. And, O Thou, Who art the Lord of 
the vineyard, send forth, we pray Thee, painful labour-* 
ers iic^ Thy vineyard : endue them with Thy grace 
and hearenly benediction, that they may both save 
themselves, and those that hear them. 

Have m^rcy upon all that are in affliction of mind« 
body« or estate : give them patience, comfort, and sure 
confidence in Thee : sanctify Thy fatherly chastise^ 
ment to their profit ; and in Thy good time deliver 
them cHit of all their troubles. Assist all those who 
at this time are drawing near their dissolution, and so 
fit them for the hour of death, that their departure 
hence may be in peace and in Thy favour. Bless, I 
beseech Thee, all my relations, all my friends, aaid 
neighbours ; and especially let the hand of Thy bless*- 
ing rest upon those most dear to me. Bless O Lord, 
I earnestly pray thee, my * . . • the * • • • 
committed to my care, and all those who remember 
me in their prayers, or desire to be remembered in 
minfi ; granjb them health of soul and body ; preserve 
them firom sin and eiror ; make them Thy faithfiil ser« 
vants ; and defend them evermore with Thy heavenly 
gracej that they may continue Thine for ever> and 
daily increase in Thy Holy Spirit more and more, tiB 
they come to Thine everlasting kingdom, for the sake 
of our blessed Satioun Amen. 

General Thanksgiving. 

And, gracious God, as I depend upon Thy free 
bounty alone for the supply of all my wants, so I 

* Here should be named those for whom our prayers are more par- 
ticularly due, as wife or husband, parent or child, &c. &c. 
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desire to magnify and bless Thy holy Name for evefy 
past and every present mercy. I thank Thee, O Lord^ 
for my being and preserration, and for a nature capa* 
ble of everlasting happiness : for my health and repn* 
tation : for my friends and benefactors, and especially 
for ^ . • . . . and for all the helps and 
opportunities Thou affordest me of growing wiser and 
better. 

Above all I give Thee most humble and hearty 
thanks for Thine inestimable love to mankind^ in 
purchasing to Thyself an universal Church by the 
precious blood of Thy Son Jesus Christ : for admitting^ 
me into the privileges of it by baptism ; and sealing 
them to me anew in confirmation and the Lord's Sap* 
per, [j- and for ad/va/ncing me^ Thy moat unworthy 
servant^ to the great dignity of the priestly office^ 
and/or whatever sincerity or success has accompamed 
my labours.] I give Thee hearty thanks, O Lord, 
for Thy Ipng-sufiering and patience. Who hast not 
cast me off, or punished me for the many grievous 
sins I have committed as I most justly have deserved ; 
I bless Thee for Thy restraining grace to withhold me 
from any the greatest sins ; for Thine exciting and 
assisting grace to enable me to do any the least good ; 
for all internal and external comforts ; for the means 
of grace, and for the hope of glory ; for this night's 
preservation ; and for bringing me to the beginning 
of another day. 

What shall I render unto Thee, O Lord, for all the 
benefits Tliou hast done unto me ? O my God, I desire 
to offer unto Thy Divine Majesty myself, my soul and 
body, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto 
Thee ; most humbly beseeching Thee so to dispose 
and govern me, that in all my thoughts, words, and 
works I may ever seek Thine honour and glory ; and 
press forward towards the prize of the high calling 

* Here should be nftmed those for whom our prayers are more par* 
ticularly due, as wife or husband, parent or child, &c. &c. 
f For the use of the Clergy only. 
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that is before me, in faith and patience, in humility 
and meekness, in mortification and self-denial, in 
charity and constant perseverance unto the end : all 
which I beg for Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake ; to Whom, with Thee, and the Holy Ghost, be 
all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
. Our Father y Which art in Heaven &c. 
The Chrace of our Lord Jesus Christ &c« 



Another Prayer for the Morning. 

O £T£RNAL and most gracious Lord God, the 
fenntain of being and blessedness, and the supreme 
GoTernor of the world; I, Thy sinful creature and 
most unprofitable servant, prostrate myself before 
Thee iliis morning in a deep sense of mine own ub- 
worthiness and wretchedness, and in the humblest 
adonition of Thine incomprehensible excellency and 
perfection. I adore, and most thankfully acknoW" 
ledge Thine infinite wisdom, power, and goodness in 
Thy works of creation, preservation, and providence ^ 
and especially in Thy wondrous love in redeeming us 
from the guilt and punishment of sin by the blood of 
Thy dearly beloved Son^ and firom the dominion and 
power of it by the graces of Thy Holy Spirit. I bless 
and praise Thee, O God, for ,that Thou hast made me 
capable of knowing, loving, and serving Thee in 
righteousness and true holiness ; of imitating Thee in 
all Thine imitable perfections, and of becoming 
thereby a partaker of Thy divine nature. 

Pardon, I humbly pray Thee, my shameful neglect 
hitherto of my duty and happiness, in not more care- 
fully improving tlie faculties, which Thou hast given 
me for the contemplation, service, and enjoyment of 
Thee my Mjaker. Pardon me in that I have been 
governed by sense and passion, niore than by the 

C 3 
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dictates of reason and the precepts of Thy holy word ; 
and that my thoughts and affections hare been 
more intent npon thi things of this present life, than 
upon the things that belong to my eternal welfare^ 
O Lord, I beseech Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake, par* 
don my great and manifold transgressions of Thy 
righteous laws ; and grant me henceforward so faith<*> 
fully to apply myself to the study and practice of all 
those duties which Thou requirest of me, and hast 
enabled me to perform, that I may at length recover 
the original uprightness of my nature, and live up to 
the peculiar excellency of those powers and faculties 
Thou hast endowed me withal. 

Possess my soul with just and lively apprehensions 
of the infinite diflerence between this world and the 
next. And grant me wisdom to ehoose the better 
part, and to make it my first care to provide for my 
eternal and unchangeable state. 

Assist me with Thy grace to raise my thoughts, 
my affections, and my desires above the perishing 
things of earth, and to fix them upon Thee, the ori- 
ginal and end of all things, and upon those incon- 
ceivable pleasures which are at Thy right hand for 
evermore. And O do Thou diiSpose me every day 
more and more to make those things my exercise and 
delight in this world, which will be the chief employ- 
ment and happiness of that which is to come ; and 
by which I shall be still advancing to a more perfect 
knowledge and nearer resemblance of Thine eternal 
and all glorious excellences ; Whom to know, and to 
be like, is our greatest privilege, perfection, and felicity. 

Let Thy mercy, O God, extend to the whole race 
of mankind. Bring all nations to the knowledge and 
belief of Thy true religion : and to those who profess 
it already give Thy heavenly grace, that they may 
strive to adorn their holy profession by a suitable life 
and conversation. Be favourable and gracious to 
this sinful land : make us duly sensible of the evil 
and bitterness of sin, and of the great danger we are 
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in by reason of the many crying abominations that 
are daily committed amongst us: and, I beseech 
Thee, jsiir up the hearts of every one of us, from the 
least to the greatest, to turn unto Thee by a sincere 
and apeedy repentance and reformation, that our 
iniquity may not be our ruin. Endue all orders and 
degrees of men amongst us, and especially our 
goreruors in Church and State, with those graces and 
viartues which may enable them to discharge their 
several trusts in such a manner as will be most for 
Thine honour and glory, and for the peace and pros* 
]>Qrity of this Church and nation. Give ear, O Lord, 
to the cry of the sick an^ needy, the sorrowful and 
the distressed ; and of Thy fatherly goodness comfort 
and .relieve them according to their several neces- 
sities* I commend to Thine especial protection and 

&vour my ♦ , and all my relations, all my 

friends and neighbours ; grant them all things neces- 
sary for life and godliness : let Thy fear be ever 
before their eyes ; and let Thy blessing always rest 
upon them : guide them with Thy counsel in this life, 
and afterwards receive them into Thy kingdom and 
glory. 

And now, O blessed God, through Whose mercy 
aliMie it is that I have been preserved the night past, 
and have another day added to my life, I adore and 
praise Thy holy Name for Thy renewed goodness to 
me this morning ; and most heartily I beseech Thee 
to take me. again into Thy custody ; and so to govern 
me by Thy grace, that I may nei^er think, nor speak, 
nor act any thing this day that may displease Thee, 
or wound my own soul. O let my heart be in Thy 
fear all the day long ; and let me set Thee before my 
face continually: make it my delight to be doing my 
duty, and the supreme desire of my soul to be an 
instrument of Thy glory, and of good to my fellow- 

* Here should be named parent or child, husband or wife, or any 
fi>r whom our prayen are especially due. 
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creatures. And I beseech Thee, O Lord, give Tliy 
holy angels charge over me, to preserve me in rxxy 
going out and coming in, and to keep me in all rxiy 
ways, that no evil happen unto me, nor any plague 
come nigh my dwelling ; but that I and mine may be 
safe under Thy gracious protection this day and 
evermore, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; by Whom 
alone we have access unto Thee, and in Whose 
blessed Name and words we sum up all our petitions, 
saying : 

Our Father J Which art in heaven &c. 



MORNING PRAYER to be used with a FAMILY. 

Prayer that God would be pleased to assist us in our 

devotions. 

Let Thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the 
prayers of Thine unworthy servants; and that we 
may obtain our petitions, make us to ask such things 
as shall please Thee, and to offer up our supplica- 
tions at the throne of Thy grace with humble, lowly, 
penitent, and obedient hearts ; not trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in Thy manifold and great 
mercies, through Jesus Christ our only Mediator and 
Redeemer. Amen. 

Prayer for pardon and peace. 

Almighty God and most merciful Father, Who 
for our many and grievous sins,£rom time to time com- 
mitted against Thee, mightest most justly have con- 
sumed us long ago, but in the multitude of Thy mer- 
cies hast hitherto spared us ; accept, we most humbly 
beseech Thee, our unfeigned sorrow for all our former 
transgressions : and grant that we may never so pre- 
sume on Thy mercy, as to despise the riches of Thy 
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goodness ; but let Thy forbearance and long-suffering 
lead us to repentance, and amendment of life ; that 
by the comfort of Thy grace we may mercifully be 
relieved ; and being cleansed from all our sins may 
obtain of Thee pardon and peace, and serve Thee 
with a quiet mind, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For the Divine grace, protection , and blessing. 

God, forasmuch as without Thee, we are not 
able to please Thee, merciiully grant that Thy Holy 
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, 
and make us continusdly to be given to all good 
works; that we may begin, continue, and end in 
Thee, and being ready both in body and soul, may 
cheerfully accomplish those things which Thou 
Wouldest have done ; and so run the way of Thy 
tommaAdments, that we may obtain Thy gracious 
promises in Christ Jesus our Lord, and be made 
partakers of Thy heavenly treasure. And we beseech 
Thee, Who by Thy Blessed Son hast promised to 
them that seek first Thy kingdom, and the righteous- 
ness thereof, all things necessary to their bodily sus- 
tenance ; grant us such a portion of the iiecessaries 
and conveniences of this present life, as Thou seest 
to be most expedient for us : be with us in our going 
out and coming in ; and give us grace to use all Thy 
blessings as those who must give account of our 
^stewardship, and know not how soon we may be 
called to our great reckoning. And we pray Thee, 
Lord, Who hast Created the light and darkness, 
and by the continual interchanges of day and night 
dost put us in mind of the ^ortness of our abode 
here ; give us grace to set ourselves seriously about 
the work ot salvation, while the day of salvation 
lasteth ', that when the night of death cometh we may 
receive the reward of good and faithful servants, 
tlurough the all-sufficient merits of our Lord and 
S.aviour. Amen, 

c 5 
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Intercessions. 

And we beseech Thee, O Lord, let Thy continual 
pity cleanse and defend Thy church; thatthrougii 
Thy protection it may be free from all adrersities^andl 
devoutly given to serve Thee in all good works. 
Bless Thy servant the King, and all who by Thy 
providence are set in authority under him ; direct axA 
prosper all their counsels and endeavours, to the 
advancement of Thy glory, and the good^ of Thy 
church. 

Give Thy grace, we humbly pray Thee, to idl those 
who are caUed to any office in Thy holy Church ; 
that they may faithfully serve before Thee to the gloiy 
of Thy great Name, and the benefit of those who 
hear them. We make our humble supplications 
unto Thee, the fountain of all goodness, for all our 
benefactors, friends, and relations, especially for those 
most near and dear unto us ; keep toem, we beseech 
Thee, under the protection of Thy good |MOvidence ; 
increase and multiply upon them Thy mercy ; that 
Thou being their ruler and guide they may so pass 
through thing$ temporal, that they finally lose not 
the things eternal. Have mercy upon all who are- in 
trouble, sickness, or necessity ; sanctify thy fatherly 
correction to their profit, and in Thy good time 
vouchsafe to them a happy issue out of £eir afiUc* 
tion. Assist Thy servants who are drawing near 
their dissolution, and so fit them for the hour of 
death, that their departure may be in peace and in 
Thy favour. Amen. 

Thanksgivings* 

And we desire, O Father of mercies, and God of 
all grace, with unfeigned thankfulness to adore and 
magnify Thy Holy Name for Thine inestimable love, 
in the redemption of the world by the death and pas- 
sion of our Saviour Christ, both God and man, Who 

. 4 
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humbled Himself eyen to the death upon the cross, 
for us miserable sinners who laj in darkness and the 
shadow of death ; that He might make us the children 
of Grod^ and heirs 6f everlasting life : and we beseech 
Thee graaty that having this hope in us we may 
purify ourselves, even as He is pure ; that when He 
shall appear again with power and great gloiy, we 
nia^ be naade like unto Him in His eternal and 
glorious Mngddm. We render Thee most humble 
and hearty thanks and praise for our health and 
strength, for our food and rsdment, and for all the 
good things of this life which by Thy great m^cy 
we en^oj-; beseeching Thee still to continue the 
same unto us, and to give us grace always to use 
diem to the advancement of Thy glory, to the good 
of our fellow-creatures, and the furUierance of our 
own salvation. 

We bless Thee also, O Almighty God, lor that 
T1m)u hast vouchsafed to deliver us from all the perils 
and dangers erf* the night past ; beseeching Thee to be 
with us th&& day in our going out and coming in, that 
we through Thy help may both faithfully live, and 
walk ac<:^ing to Thy will in this life present, and 
abo.may be partakers of everlasting glory in the life 
to come. . 

All these we humbly and earnestly beg of Thee, 
Who hast promised to hear the petitions of them that 
ask in Thy Son's name, for His all-sufficient merit's 
sake, in Whose. most perfect prayer we conclude all 
our petitions^ saying : 
Chir Father &c. &c. &c« 
The grace &c. &c. &c. 
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SECTION 11. 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE EVENING. 

il Read a chapter in the Bible ; or a portion of 
the preliminary instructions, p. 1. &;c. 

Questions proper to put to ourselves, in our Evening 

retirements for devotion^ 

What account can I give of the day past ? 

Have I made the business of religion, and the care 
of my soul, my first and principal concern ? 

Have I faithfully and jdiKgently discharged all the 
duties pf my particular station ? 

Have I studied to employ my leisure hours to the 
best advantage ? 

Have I strictly observed the rules of Christian 
sobriety and temperance in eating and drinking; and 
been innocent and moderate in all my recreations ? 

Have I endeavoured to set God alway before me ; 
and to demean myself as it becomes one that knows 
he must shortly appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ, and be sentenced to everlasting happiness, or 
everlasting misery, according to his good or ill beha- 
viour in this life ? 

Have I exercised a due care and watchfulness over 
my thoughts, words, and actions; so as neither to 
think, nor speak, nor do any thing unbecoming my 
Christian profession ? 

Have I been chaste 'and inoffensive in my discourse; 
candid and charitable in my opinions of others ? sin- 
cere, affable, and obliging, and, as occasion offered, 
useful in my conversation ? 

What mercies have I received ? and with what sen- 
timents of gratitude have I entertained and acknow- 
ledged them f 
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What temptations have I been assaulted with ? and 
how have I acquitted myself under them ? 

What ground have I gotten of the sin that doth most 
easily beset me ? 

How have I governed myself with respect to the 
little accidents, that daily happen to provoke me ? 

What opportunities have I had of doing good? and 
how have I improved them ? 

What opportunities have I had of discoura^ng 
vice ? and how have I opposed it ? 

Am I now in a fit temper of mind for devotion ? 

Am I truly penitent for all my offences against 
God; and earnestly desirous of his pardon and for* 
giveness? 

Have I a just sense of God^s infinite power, wis- 
dom, and goodness; and of my manifold wants and 
necessities, and absolute dependence upon Him ? 

Am I imfeignedly thankful for the innumerable 
mercies I have already received ; and stedfastly pur- 
posed to make a faithful use and improvement of all 
the blessings and favours, both spiritual and tem- 
poral, which God shall vouchsafe hereafter to bestow 
upon me ? 

Po I from my heart forgive all those who have prot 
voked and injured me ? and sincerely wish and desire 
the welfare and happiness of all men, as well enemies 
as friends ? 



Confession of sin; and Prayer for the forgiveness 
of it, andfm* gra^e for the time to come. 

O Eternal and Almighty Lord God, Maker and 
Governor of the world, and our most gracious and 
merciful Father in Christ Jesus, I humbly pray Thee 
in and through Him to look down from heaven, the 
habitation of Thy holiness and glory, upon me Thy 
sinful creature, now prostrate before Thee to adore 
and worship Thee, and to own all dependence upon 
Thee ; to implore Thy pardon of my sins, and to offer 



38 Office of Daily Devoiion. 

up my evening sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
for Thy many continued benefits and blessings. 

I am a sinful man, O Lord, and altogether un- 
worthy to lift up mine eyes to Thine offended Ma*- 
jesty. Of the many days and years which Thou hast 
afforded me, how few are there of which I can give a 
just account to Thee, or to my own soul ! — O my God, 
with shame and sorrow I confess, that as Thou of 
Thy mercy and forbearance inereasest the number of 
my days ; so through the frailty and perverseness of 
my corrupt nature I daily increase the number of mj 
sins. In how many instances have I offended this 
day ? How far have I been from living answerably to 
the obligations of my holy profession ; how far from 
walking before Thee in a due awe of Thy sacred pre- 
sence, and of the account I am to give of my time, 
and oif the talents committed to my trust ! ' Lord, 

my own heart condemns me ; and Thou art infinitely 
greater than my heart, and knowest all things : bnt, 

merciful God, Who wiliest not that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance, give 
me, I beseech Thee, that repentance unto salvation, 
which Thou wilt be pleased to accept Who triest the 
heart Work in me an entire hatred of my sins ; and 
enable me to offer unto Thee the sacrifice of a broken 
and contrite spirit, which Thou wilt not despise ; and 
whereby I shall be entitled to the benefits of that all- 
sufficient sacrifice which Thy blessed Son, by the 
oblation of Himself, hath made for all penitent and 
returning sinners. 

And, O Lord, I pray Thee, let the consciousness 
of my great sloth and unfaithfulness hitherto in all 
the parts of my stewardship escite me benceforwaxd 
to a more diligent improvement of the talents Thou 
hast put into my hands. Make me ever mindful that 

1 sh^ one day be brought to judgment, as for all 
that 1 have done in the flesh, so particularly for those 
peculiar advantages I enjoy above many others : and 
O let these terrors of the Lord effectually persuade me 
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to' a cb^tittl employing of all I have received, to those 
ends for which Thou bast bestowed them. Teach me 
so industriously to husband the precious time Thou 
lendest ine here, as may be in order to a blessed eter- 
nity hereafter. 

And grant that, by the assiduous practice of every 

part of my duty, I may arrive at such a habit and relish 

oCit, as naay enable me to subdue and mortify all sen* 

siial inclinations, and may make me feel and Imow that 

tlie ways of religion are indeed ways of pleasantness^ 

and all her paths are peace ; and that in the keeping 

of Thy commandments there is great reward. Lord, 

grant that I may seebbefore all things to be approved 

by Thee as a good and faithful servant, and to be an 

instnmient in Thy hand of bringing others to the 

obedience of Christ : and this I beg for the sake of 

the Same, Thy Son Jesus Christ our Saviour ; Who 

with Thee, and the Holy Ohost, Kveth and reigneth, 

one God, world without end. Amen, 

General Tnt^cession. 

O Blessed Lotd, Whose mercy is over all Thy 
w^irks, I beseech Thee to have mercy upon all men. 
Give Thine enlightening grace to those that are in 
dafkness, and Thy converting grace to those that are 
in sin. 

Look with Thy tenderest pity upon the universal 
church : O be favourable and gracious unto Siori ; 
build Thou the walls of Jerusalem. Unite all those 
that profess Thy Name to Thee by purity and holiness, 
and to each other by brotherly love and charity. 

Have mercy upon this wicked and ungrateful nation: 
pardon our many grievous sins and provocations, 
which cry unto Thee for vengeance from every part 
<rf the land. Pardon our utirefonnedness- trader the 
judgments wherewith Thou hast visited us ; and our 
ingi*atitude for the mercies which Thou hast been 
pleased to vouchsafe us. 
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Stir up tb6 hearts of Thy servantd whom Thou hast 
set over us in church and state> that thejmaybe zea* 
lous and happy instruments of promoting Thy tme 
religion and virtue, and may be blessed in their deed : 
O grant us evermore princes to rule in righteousness^ 
and pastors after Thine Own heart. 

Have pity, O Lord, on all that are in affliction : be 
a father to the fatherless ; and plead the cause of the 
widow; comfort the feeble-minded; support the weak; 
heal the sick ; relieve the needy ; and administer to 
every one according to their several necessities. 

Bless all whom I have injured by word or deed, in 
soul or body, goods or reputation : of Thine infinite 
mercy pardon these my sins, and remove the evil 
effects and influences of them wheresoever they have 
reached. Reward all that have done me g(x>d, and 
pardon all that have done or wished me evil ; and 
work in them and me all that good which may make 
us acceptable in Thy sight. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to pour down the best of Thy 
blessings upon my * . ., • and all my relations, 
friends, and neighbours : hear, I beseech Thee, our 
prayers for each other; and graciously unite our hearts 
more and more: enable us to consecrate ourselves 
entirely to Thy service, and to be true to Thee in all 
our holy vows and engagements : grant that we may 
mutually provoke each other to love and serve Thee; 
and may grow up together before Thee in Thy fear 
and love during the short remainder of our lives here, 
and that we may hereafter meet in Thy heavenly king- 
dom, to rejoice together before Thee for ever and ever. 
Amen* 

General Thanksgiving. 

O MOST gracious and most bountiful Lord, Who 
art goody and doest good, and art pleased in mercy ; 

* Here name those you are more particularly bound to pray for. 
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I desire to bless and adore Thy holy Name for all the 
manifestations of Thy goodness to me and all man- 
kind. I bless Thee for making us after Thine own 
image, capable of knowing, serving, and enjoying 
Thee for ever; and for restoring us, when lost, to ihe 
hope of immortal happiness by die sufferings and 
death, the resurrection and intercession of Thy Blessed 
Son Jesus Christ; Who came into the world to re- 
deem us from the punishment of our sins by -His blood, 
and from the power of them by His grace ; and1>y 
both to bring us to His glory. ' 

O Lord, I thank Thee for all Thy spiritual and tem^ 
poral blessings to my friends, relations, and benefac* 
tors. More particularly I adore and magnify Thy 
mercy to me. Thy most sinful and unworthy seryant. 
I bless Thee for the use of all Thy present good 
things, and for the hope of the future ; and for Thy 
great bounty in vouchsafing to me so many advantages 
for the comfortable support of my natural life, and 
the happy improvement of my spiritual state, above 
what Thou affordest to multitudes of my fellow-crea^ 
tures. I praise Thee for Thy preventing and assist- 
ing grace rfor any good moll IT^ou hast raised in 
my heart ; for being kept from any wilfiil sin, or en* 
abled to overcome any temptation* I thank Thee, O 
Lord, for every degree of holiness, and for every in- 
crease of knowledge in divine or useful truths. 

Blessed be Thy holy Name, O God, for Thy re- 
newed goodness to me this day ; for Thy patience and 
long-siuffering towards me notwithstanding my con- 
tinued provocations ; for the protection and guidance 
of Thy Spirit and providence ; for delivering me from 
innumerable accidents and dangers ; for all the bene- 
fits I have received ; for any good I have thought, or 
said, or done« 

Lord, give me grace to use and improve all Thy 
blessings here, that they may be an earnest to me of 
those richer blessings which Thou hast prepared in 
heaven for those that love Thee ; through Jesus Christ 
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oar Lord ; to Whom wiili Thee, and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
Our Father J Which art in heaven &c- 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ &c. 



} 
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Most great and glorious Lord God, the Creator, 
preserver, and governor of the world, and onr most 
merciful Father in Jesus Christ, I humbly beseech 
Thee for His sake, mercifully to assist me in the siip-» 
plications and prayers which I am now about to otkae 
up to Thine adorable Majesty ; and grant that the 
words of my mouth, and the meditations of my hearti 
may now and ever be acceptable in Thy sight, O 
Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. 

I confess, O God, that by my innumerable trans* 
gressions of Thy holy laws I have rendered myself 
altogether unworthy of the least of Thy favours, and 
most justly liable to the severest of Thy judgments* 
But, O gracious Father, I most earnestly beseech 
Hiy divine goodness, that Thou wouldest be pleased 
to deal with me, not according to my deserts, but ac- 
cording to the multitude of Thy tender mercies in Thy 
beloved Son Jesus Christ For His sake. Who is 
the propitiation for our sins and our advocate with 
Thee, be merciful to me in the free pardon and for- 
giveness of all my sins : and let Thy Holy Spirit work 
in me such a sincere and hearty sorrow for them, as 
may engage me to depart from all iniquity, and to 
serve Thee henceforth in newness and holiness a( 
life. And grant, O Lord, that the remembrance ol 
my former miscarriages may make me more humble 
for the friture, more sensible of my own weakness and 
dependence, mote thankful to Thee for preventing me 
by Thy grace from running into those evils which I 
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hare not committed, and more charitable to the fail* 
ings of others. 

Imprint on my Boul, I most hmnbly beseech Thee, 
such a lively and lasting sense of the important trans- 
actions of that great and terrible day of the Lord, 
wherein all manUnd must appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, as may continually influence all my de* 
rigns and actions, and make me careful always so to 
live that I may never be unprepared for the most sud- 
den death, but may be in constant readiness to give 
up my accounts at what hour soever my soul shall be 
required of me ; and when I appear at Thy tribunal| 
I may be able to lift up my head with joy before Thee, 
in fall assurance of perfect reconciliation With Thee 
my God through the blood of the Cross, and that 
from thencefortib I shall be for ever with Thee in Thy 
blessed kingdom; where with angels, and arch-an^ 
gels, and all the company of heaven I shall praise 
Thee incessantly, and rejoice in Thee everlastingly, 
with joy unspeakable and full of glor}\ 

Bless, I pray TTiee, Thy holy catholic church dis* 
persed over the face of the earth ; and especially that 
part of it which Thou hast planted in these islands. 
Bless moreparticularly Thy servant William ourking^ 
and all who by Thy providence are put in authority 
over us in Church and State : grant that both they, 
and all other the inhabitants of this land may faith- 
folly and painfully serve in their several stations to 
Thy gloiy, the maintenance and advancement of Thy 
true religion, aM the good of this Thy church and 
people. Be favourable and gracious, T beseech Thee, 
to all my relations and friends, especially to those 
most near and dear unto me^;* . . .to all who have 
done me any good, and to those also who have done ox 
wished me any evil : give to them and me, and to aSl 
christians, and particvdaxiy to those who are in any 

* Here may be named any for whom you are more particularly 
bound to pray, .... 
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distress or trouble, whatsoieYer Thou knowest to b^ 
best for us, in reference to our spiritual, temporal, aad 
eternal welfare. 

And now, O JLord, I desire with the humblesli 
prostration of soul to adore Thy Majesty, and to 
praise Thine incomprehensible goodness for all Thy 
great and manifold mercies vouchsafed to me, Thy 
most unworthy servant, and to all mankind. I bless 
Thee for Thy general mercies of creation, preserva- 
tion, and providence ; and more especially for Thine 
astonishing love in reconciling the world to Thyself 
by the death of Thine only begotten Son Jesus Christ^ 
I bless Thee for our redemption by His blood ; for 
our calling, illumination, and sanctification by His 
sacraments, word, and Spirit; for our hope of justifi-* 
cation and eternal life by Hi& resurrection, and ascen-^ 
sion, and continual intercession for us. I bless Thee 
for those measures of Thy preventing, restraining, and 
assisting grace, which Thou hast been pleased to be* 
stow upon any of us, whereby we have been enabled 
to do any thing that is good and acceptable unto 
Thee ; and have been kept from those sins we should 
ptherwise have committed. Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto Thy Name be the praise for what« 
ever good Thou hast been pleased to work in us, or 
for us, or through, or by us, out of Thy great mercy 
and goodness. I bless Thee for my health and 
strength; my peace and safety; and for the com- 
petent provision Thou hast made for me and mine of 
all things necessary both to this life and a better. 

Finally, I bless and praise Thy holy Name for Thy 
merciful preservation of me the day past : and I most 
humbly beseech Thee to continue Thy mercy and 
goodness towards me this night : defend me from all 
dangers, ghostly and bodily ; grant me quiet and re-^ 
freshing sleep ; and if Thou art pleased to add an* 
other day to my life, give me grace to employ it in 
Thy service, and to Thy glory : all which I beg for 
Jesus Christ's sake ; in Whose most blessed Name 
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And words I offer up, and conclude my imperfect 
prayers; saying, 

Our Father , Which art in heaven &c. 

ITie Gr€u;e of our Lord Jesus Christ &c. 



EVENING PRAYER TO BE USED WITH A FAMI|iY. 
Prayer for Divine assistance in our devotions* 

JLet Thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to Jhe 
prayers of Thine unworthy servants ; and that we may 
obtain our petitions, make us to ask such things as 
shall please Thee, and to offer up our supplications at 
the throne of Thy grace with humble, lowly, penitent, 
and obedient hearts; not trusting in our own righ- 
teousness, but in Thy manifold and great mercies, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen, 

Prayer for pardon and peace* 

Almighty God, and most merciful Father, grant 
us, we beseech Thee, pardon and peace ; that we who 
for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, 
by the comfort of Thy grace may mercifidly be re- 
lieved; and being cleansed from all our sins, may 
serve Thee with a quiet mind, through Jesus Christ 
bur Lord. Amen* 

For the Divine grace and blessing. 

Defend us, O Lord, evermore with Thy heavenly 
liid ; and pour into our hearts the spirit oi wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of comisel and ghostly 
strength, the spirit of knowledge and true godliness; 
and fill us, O Lord, with the spirit of Thy holy fear, 
that we may continue Thine for ever, and daily in- 
crease in Thy Holy Spirit more and more, until we 

2 
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come to Thine ererlasting kingdom : and since Thou 
bast created all things for Thine own gloiy and ser* 
vice, give ua grace to direct all our thoughts, words, 
and works to that one end ; to use all Thy temporal 
blessings with such moderation and abstinence, tfaat 
our flesh being subdued to the spirit, we may ever 
obey Thy godly motions in righteousness and true 
holiness, to Thy honour and glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intercessions, 

O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend Thy Church ; that through Thy 
protection it may be free from all adversities, and de- 
voutly given to serve Thee in all good works. Bless 
Thy servant the king, and all who by Thy providence 
are set in authority under him ; and so direct and 
prosper all their counsels and endeavours that under 
them we may lead quiet and peaceable lives : and espe- 
cially we beseech Thee, the giver of all good gihs. 
Who hast of Thy divine providence appointed divers 
orders in Thy holy Church, to give Thy grace to all 
those who are called to any office and administration 
in the same; and so replenish them with Thy truth that 
they may faithfully serve before Thee, to tiie glory of 
Thy great Name, and the good of Thy Church. We 
make our humble supplications unto Thee for all our 
benefactors^ friends, and relations, especially for those 
most near and dear unto us ; and for all those who in 
this transitory life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sick* 
ness, or any other adversity ; keep them under the 
protection of Thy good providence ; increase and mul- 
tiply upon them Thy mercy, that Thou being their 
ruler and guide they may pass through things tem- 
poral, that they finally lose not the things eternal : 
and particularly we pray Thee, let the hand of Thy 
blessing rest upon us of this family, that in the rega-> 
lar discharge of our several duties we may ever be at 
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peace among ourselves, and seek the things which 
make for our peace. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's 
sake« Amen, 

ThankBgiving. 

O LoBf> God, Thou strength of our health, in 
Wliom we live, move, and have our being ; Who givest 
to all men life, and breath, and all things ; we ren« 
der Thee most humble and hearty thanks and praise 
for our being and preservation, for our health and 
strength, for our food and raiment, and for all the 
good things of this life which by Thy great mercy we 
^07 ; beseeching Thee still to continue the same 
onto us, and to give us grace always to use them to 
the advancement of Thy glory, and the furtherance of 
our own salvation through Jesus Chiist our Lorda 
Above all, we desire with unfeigned thankfulness to 
adore and praise Thy holy Name for Thine inestima- 
ble love in the redemption of the world by the death 
and passion of our Saviour Christ, both God and man ; 
Who humbled himself even to the death upon the 
cross for us miserable sinners who lay in darkness and 
the shadow of death, that He might make us the chil- 
dren of God, and heirs of everlasting life : grant, we 
beseech Thee, that having this hope in us we may 
purify ourselves even as he is pure ; that when He 
shall appear again with power and great glory, we 
may be made like unto Him in His eternal and glo- 
rious kingdom; where with Thee, O Father, and 
Thee, O Holy Ghost, He liveth and reigneth one 
God world without end. Amen* 

O Lord our Heavenly Father, by Whose gracious 
providence both day and night are governed, whilst 
we humbly present unto Thee our evening sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving for Thy fatherly goodness tot 
wards us the day past, we most earnestly beseech Thee 
to continue Thy merciful protection to us this night* 
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Ligliten our eyes tbat we sleep not in death ; defend 
ns from all dangers ghostly and bodily ; and keep U8 
in perpetual peace and safety. And forasmuch as 
Thou hast made the time of our departure out of this 
life uncertain, grant that we may be always watching* 
for the coming of our Lord to judgment, and so wisely 
employ the few remaining days of our pilgrimage here 
on earth, that when we leave this world our souls 
may be submitted into those blessed mansions whicli 
Thou hast appointed for the departed spirits of the 
righteous ; there to abide in perfect rest and peace, 
till the sound of the last trumpet shall awaken our 
bodies also unto a glorious resurrection to eternal life, 
throtigh the merits of Thine only Son Jesus Christ 
Dur Sayiour ; by Whom alone we have access unto 
Thee, and in Whose prevailing Name and prayer we 
sum up every petition, saying. 

Our Father J Which art in heaven &c. 

The Grace of our Lord &c. 



PSALMS AND PRAYERS 
TO BE USED JUST BEFORE WE GO INTO BED. 

Psalms for Bed-time. 

I. 

I WILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
Cometh my help. 

My help cometh of the Lord Who made Heaven 
lind Earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved : He that 
keepeth thee will not slumber ; 

Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slum- 
ber nor sleep. 
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The Lord is thy keeper ; the Lord is thy shade 
upon thy right hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day ; nor the moon 
by night 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: He 
shall preserve thy soul. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy 
coming in, from this time forth for evermore K 

Glory be to the Father &c. 

IL 

He That dwelleth in the secret place of the Most 
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my 
fortress, my God ; in Him will I trust 

He shall cover thee with His feathers ; and under 
His wings shalt thou trust : His truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler. 

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; 
nor for the arrow that flieih by day ; 

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness ; nor 
for the destruction that wasteth at noon-day. 

Because thou hast made the Lord, Which is my 
reftige, even the Most High thy habitation. 

There shall no evil befal tiiee ; neither shall any 
plague come nigb thy dwelling. 

For He shall give His angels charge over thee to 
keep thee in all thy ways^. 

Glory be to the Father &c. 

III. 

. The Lord is my light and my salvation: whom 
shall I fear ? The Lord is the strength of my life ; of 
whom shall I be afraid ^ ? 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

> Psalm cxxi. > Psalm xci. 1, &c. ' Psalm zxviL 1. 

HeWs Offices^ I> 
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of death, I will fear no etil ;. for Thou are with me ; 
Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me*; 

My sonl shall be satisfied as with marrow and fat- 
ness, and my mouth shall praise Thee with joyful 
lips ; when I remembec Thee upom my bed, and me- 
ditate on Thee in the night watches ^ 

The Lord will command His loving kindness in the 
day-time, and in the night His song shall be with me ; 
and my prayer unto the God of my life '• 

I will not suffer mine eyes to sleep, nor mine eye- 
lids to slumber, neither Ute temples of my head^ to 
take any rest *, 

Till I have called upon the Lord, Who is worthy to 
be praised ; and offered to my God the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving ^ 

I will remember Thy Name, O Lord, in the night : 
with my whole heart wiU I seek Thee '. 

Let my prayer be set forth bef(»e Thee as incense, 
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening saeri- 
fiise'"* 

Consider and hear me, O Lord, my God ; Hghtes 
mine eyes that I sleep not in death '. 

I will lay me down in peace, and take my rest, for 
Thou, LcHrd, only makest me to dwell in safety '• 

Glory he to the Father &c. 

Thanksgiving for the mercies of the day past ; and 
Prayer ybr pardon^ grace^ and protection* 

Blessed be Thy holy Name, O Lord, my God, for 
Thy gracious protection and preservation of me the 
day past; for defending me from innumerable evils 
to which I have been exposed ; and for continuing to 
me the comforts of this life, and the hope of life ever- 
lasting. 

^ Psalm xxiiL 4. > Psalm Ixiii. 5, 6. ' Psalm xUL 8. 

♦ Psalm cxxxii. 4. * Psalm xviii. 3 ; cxvi. 17. 

• Psalm cxix. 65. 10. ' Psalm cxli. 2. » Psalm xiii.3. 

» Psalm iv. 8. 
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O Heavenly Father, forgive, I humbly beseech 
Thee for Jesus Clirisf s sake, whatsoever Thou hast 
seen amiss in me this day in my thoughts^ words, or 
actions : and assist me with Thy Holy Spirit, that I 
may henceforward- earnestly endeavour to resist and 
conquer every evil inclination within me, and every 
temptation from without. 

Tliat which I know not, teach Thou me : instruct 
me in all my duty, both towards Thee, and towards 
men : and give me grace always to think and to do 
those things that are good, and well-pleasisg in Thy 
sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And now, O Lord, I go to mj bed as to my grave ; 
and know not but that I may awake in another world : 
but whether I live or die, I commend myself to Thy 
mercy and goodness. O Thou keeper of Israel, That 
neither slumberest nor sleepest, be graciously pleased 
to watch over me this night. Keep me by Thy Grace 
jfrom all works of darkness ; and defend me by Thy 
power from all dangers. Grant me comfortable and 
refreshing sleep, such as may fit me for the duties of 
the day following. And, Lord, make me ever mind- 
ful of that time when I shall lie down in the dust : 
and because I know neither the day, nor the hour of 
my Master's coming, grant me grace that I may be 
always ready ; that I may never live in such a state 
as I should fear to die in ; but that whether I Uve, I 
may live unto the Lord ; or whether I die, I may die 
unto the Lord ; so that living or dying I may be Ihine, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SECTION III. 

DEVOTIONS FOR NOON ; 

wherein the practice of Christian Holiness is recom- 
mended and enforced from several considerations, — 

d2 
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in passages wholly taken from Scripture divided into 
portions for the six Aayn of the week,— with prayers 
suited to each portion. 

MONDAY NOON. 

Christian holiness enforced from a consideration of 
the several parts of our baptismal vow. 

1. TTiat we renounce the devil, and all his works. 

He that committeth sin is of the devil ; for the devil 
sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifest^, that He might destroy 
the works of the devil \ 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom 
he may devour : whom resist stedfast in the faith '. 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you'. 

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove Ihem \ 

Lest Satan should get an advantage of us ; for we 
are not ignorant of his devices ^. 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of His might. Put on the whole annonr 
of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood ; but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darloiess of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take 
unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth, and having on tibe breast-plate of 
righteousness, and your feet shod with the prepara- 
tion of the gospel of peace ; above all, taking the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be. able to quench 
all the fieiy darts of the wicked. And take the helmet 

^ 1 John iii. 3. > 1 Pet v. 8, 9. > Jam. iv. 7. 

* Eph.v. 11. » 2Cor.ii,ll. 
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of salvation ; and the sword of the Spirit, which ig 
the irord of God ; praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the spirit, and watching thereunto 
with aU perseverance • 

2« That we renounce the pomps and vanities of this 

wicked world. 

liove not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world : if any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him : for all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world *. 

Christ gave Himself for our sins, that He might 
deliver us from this present evil world, according to 
the will of God, and our Father ^ 

For ye aie'a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of Him Who hath called you 
oat of darkness into His marvellous light \ 

That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons 
of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in 
the world ^. 

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves 
from every brother that walketh disorderly ^. 

Enter not into the path of the wicked : and go not 
into the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it ; 
turn from it, and pass away ^. 

And be not conformed to this world ®. 

For what fellowship hath righteousness with* un- 
righteousness ? and what communion hath light with 
darkness * ? 

3. That toe renounce all the sinful lusts of the flesh. 
Except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, 

» Eph. vi. 10— 1 a » 1 John ii. 15, 16. • Gal. i. 4. 

* 1 Pet ii. ». » PhiL ii. 15. • 2 Thess. iii. 6. 

» Prov. iv. 14, 15, • Rom. xii. 2. • 2 Cor. vi. 14. 
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he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That whicli 
is bom of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is bom 
of the spirit is spirit \ 

And they that are after the flesh, do mind the things 
of the flesh; but they that are after the spirit, the 
things of the spirit: for to be carnally minded is 
death ; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace ; 
because the carnal mind is enmity against God ; for 
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. So then, they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God*. 

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die ; but if ye 
through the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live*. 

For the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly 
out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust to the 
day of judgment to be punished ; but chiefly them 
that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness \ 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against 
the Isoul *. 

Let us walk honestly as in the day ; not in rioting 
and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, 
not in strife and envying : but put ye on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof^. 

' For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, 
that ye should abstain from fornication : that every 
one of you should know how to possess his vessel in 
sancjtification and honour: not in the lust of con- 
cupiscence, even as the; Gentiles which know not 
God 7. 

For ye are the temple of the living God ; as God 
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them ; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people : 
wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 

' John iii. 5, 6. ' Rom. viii. 6, 6, 7i 8* ^ Rom. vin. 18. 

* 2 Pet. ii. 9, 10. » 1 Pet ii. 11. • Rom. xiii. 13, 14. 

» 1 Thess. iv. 3, 4» 5, . 
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separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing, and I will receive you, and will 'be a Father 
nnto youy and je shall be My soub and daughters, 
saith the Lcnrd Almighty \ 

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselveis from all filthiness of the flesh 
aod spirit ; perfecting holiness in the fear of God '. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God'. 

4. nat we believe aU the ^triicles qf the Christian 

Faiths 

He that cometh to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him *. 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved*. 

Jesus cried and said, he that believeth on Me, 
belie veth not on Me,. but on Him That sent Me ^. 

Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the 
Father; but he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the 
Father also. Let that therefore abide in you which 
ye have heard from the beginning : if that which 
ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in 
you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the 
Father ^ 

And we have seen, and do testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world ^ 

Tn Whom we have redemption througk His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
graced. 

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation ; in Whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our 

» 2 Cor. vi. 16—18. » Ibid. vii. 1. » Matt v. 8. 

* Heb. xi. 6. » Acts xvi. 31. • John xiL 44. 

» 1 John il 23, 24. • Ibid. iv. 13, 14. • Ephes. i. 7- 
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inheritance until the ledemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of His f^oiy\ 

Therefore let us hold fast the profesnon of our 
faith without wavering ; for He is £utUfd That pro- 
mised ^ 

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write to you 
of the common salvation, it was needful for me to 
write unto you, and «Lhort you diat ye should earn- 
estly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints *. 

Watch ye, stand &st in the faith, quit you like men, 
be strong • 

Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving to- 
gether for the faith of the Gospel '. 

Continue in the faith, grounded and settled, and be 
not moved awav bom the hope of the gospel, which 
ye have heard • 

Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou 
hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ 
Jesus ^ 

5. That toe keep CMCs holy wiU and commandments* 

This is a faithful saying, and these things I will 
that thou affirm constantly, that they which have 
believed in God might be careful to maintain good 
works. These things are good and profitable unto 
men'. 

But what doth it profit, my brethren, though a man 
say he fiath faith, and have not works ? Can faith, 
save him • ? 

Thou believest that there is one God ; thou dost 
well : the devils also believe and tremble. But wilt 
thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is 
dead**. 

^ Ephes. i 13, 14. > Heb. x. 28. * Jude 3. 

♦ 1 Cor. xvL 13. » PhiL i. 27. • Col. i. 2a 

7 2Tim. i. 13. » Tit iii. a » Jam.iL 14 

^ Jam. iL 19, 20. 



Mondof Notm. 67 

as the body without the spirit is dead ; so faith 
without works is dead also \ 

Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep 
His commaDdments. He that saith I know Him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a Uar, and the 
trndi is not in him'. 

Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Thy Name, and in thy Name 
hare cast out devils, and in Thy Name done many 
wonderful works ? And then will I profess imto them, 
I never knew you; depart from Me, ye that work 
iniquity*. 

But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments \ 

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted firom the 
world ^. 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called •. 

As He Which hath called you is holy ; so be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation '• 

Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord \ 

For we must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ, that every- one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad ^ 

And when the Son of man shall come in His glory, 
and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit 
upon the throne of His glory ". 

Then shall the King say unto them on His right 
haiid, come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

1 Jam. ii. 26. < 1 John iL 3, 4. * Mstt tu. 22, 83. 

* Ibid, xix. 17. » Jam. 1. 27. • Eph. iv. 1. 

n Pet. L 16. » Heb. xiL 14. » 2 Cor. ▼. 10. 

» Matt zxY. 31. 
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world. For I was an huDgrcd, and ye gave me Uaeat ; 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; T was a stranger, and 
ye took me in ; naked, and ye clothed me ; I was 
sick, and ye visited me ; I was in prison, and ye came 
unto Me \ 

Verily, I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have 
done it unto me '. 

God me merciful to me a sinner. 

Our Father^ Which art in heaven &c. 



Profession of our sincere purpose to live anstaerably 

to our baptismal vow. 

HOLY and Eternal Lord Grod, Who keepest co- 
venant and merqy for them that love Thee, and obey 
Thy commandments ; I heartily thank Thy Divine 
Majesty for admitting me by baptism into that cove- 
nant of grace, which entitles mp, through Thy mercy 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord, to such glorious privileges : 
and I solemnly purposci with Thy grace and assist- 
ance, to pexform the vows then made in my behalf; 
and which I have so often renewed^ ajad ratified with 
mine own mouth at Thy holy table. 

1 seriously resolve, to the utmost of the power 
Thou givest me, to avoid all sin, and to resist all the 
temptations of Uie devil, the world, and the flesh : I 
do unfeignedly believe, and will by Thy help continue 
in the b^i^f of all the articles of the Christian faith : 
and I st^dfastly purpose, through the help of Thy 
grace, to keep Thy holy will and comma,ndments in aU 
sincerity, and godly simplicity of heart ; and to walk 
in the. save all the days of my life. 

1 Matt zxY. 34| 36, 36. » Ibid. ver. 40. 
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Prayer far gr<»ee to fiUfU the solemn^ premises toe 

' nfoefe af 0iit« baptism. 

O MOST gracious God, Who workest in us both to 
will and to do of Thy good pleasure, vouchsafe to me, 
I beseech Thee, such a measure of Thy grace, as may 
enable me to fulfil these holy purposes, and to waU: 
worthy of that blessed state whereunto Thou hast 
called me. 

Grant that I, being regenerate and made Thy child 
by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by Thy 
Holy Spirit, and may give all diligence to eschew 
those things that are. contrary to my profession, and 
follow all such things as are agreeable to the same. 

Grant me perfectly to know Thy Son Jesus Christ 
to be the: way^ the truth, and tili^ life; that being 
established in the troth of Thy holy gospel, I may 
give up myself obediently to follow Thy holy com- 
mandments, and sted&stly walk in the way that lead- 
eth to eternal life. 

Grant tjbat I may lean only upon the hope of Thy 
heavenly grace ; and beisg evermore defended by Thy 
mighty power, may successMliy withstand. the tempt- 
ations of the woA<kj 4he flesh, and the devil, and with 
a pure head and : mind may follow Thee, the only 
God ; and plenteondy bringing forth the firait of good 
works may of Thee be plenteously rewarded. 

Grant that I may <Ul^enily follow the example of 
my Saviour Christ, and be made Uke unto Him ; that 
as He died and rose again for me, so I may die unto 
sin, and rise again unto righteousness ; and that con- 
tinually mortifying all my evil and corrupt affections, 
as I have been made partaker of the death of Thy 
Soo, 80 I may also be partaker of His resurrection, 
and finally be an inheritor of Thine everiasting king-, 
dom, through the Same Thy Son Jesus Christ, Who 
with Thee, and the Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth 
one God, world without end. . 
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• Now the venr Grod of peace sanctify me wholly : i 

And 1 pray God, my whole spirit^ and soul, and body, 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ Amen. 



TUESDAY NOON. 

The practice of Christian holiness enforced from a 
consideration of ihe infinite excellency and perfec- 
tions of God ; and of the virtues we are obliged to 
exercise in relation thereto : 

I, — in that God is the maker and preserver, and the 
supreme governor and disposer of all things. 

O Lord my God, Thou art very great : Thou art 
clothed with honour and majesty ^ 

Thou, even Thou art Lord alone : Thou hast made 
heaven, the heaven of heavens with all their host, the 
earth and all things that are therein, the seas and all 
that is therein ; aud Thou preservest them alL; and 
the host of heaven worshippeth Thee '• 

Thine, -O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, 
and the glory, and the victory, and the muesty. For 
all that is in the heaven and in the earth is Thine : 
Thine is the kingdom, O Lord ; and Thou art exalted 
as head above all '. 

God the Lord is He That created the heavens, and 
stretched them out ; He That spread forth the earth, 
and that which cometh out of it ; He That giveth 
breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them 
that walk therein . 

O Lord, Thou art our Father : we are the clay, and 
Thou art our potter, and we are all the work of Thy 
hand\ 

1 Psalm civ. 1. * Neh. iz. a M Chron. xxix. II. 

« Isaiah zlu. 6. * Ibid. Ixiv. B, 
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In whose hand is the soul of every liring thing, 
and the breath of all mankind \ 

The Lord killeth, and maketh alive ; He bringeth 
down to the grave, and bringeth up. The Lord 
maketh poor, and maketh rich; He bringeth low, 
and lifteth up '• 

He changeth the times and the seasons ; He re- 
moveth kings, and setteth up kings; He giveUi 
wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge unto them that 
know understanding '. 

Both riches and honour come of Thee, and Thou 
reignest over aU ; and in Thy hand is power and 
might ; and in Thy hand it is to make great, and to 
give strength unto all *. 

Practical inferences from the foregoing. 

Now therefore^ our God, we thank Thee, and praise 
Thy glorious Name *. 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
hononr, and power ; for Thou hast created all things, 
and for Thy pleasure they are, and were created ^. 

The Lord is high above all nations, and His glory 
above the heavens. Who is like unto the Lord our 
God, Who dwelleth on high. Who humbleth Himself 
to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the 
earth ^. 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his 
help ; whose hope is in the Lord his God, Wluch 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that therein 
is ; Which keepeth His truth for ever '. 

Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou 
dwell in the land ; and verily thou shalt be fed. 
Delight thyself also in the Lord ; and He shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart. Commit thy way 
unto the Lord : trust also in Him, and He shall bring 
it to pass ". 

1 Job xii. 10. ' 1 Sam. ii 6, 7* ' Dan. iL 21. 

* 1 Chron.xxix. 12. » Ibid. ver. 13. • Rev. iv. 11. 

7 Psalm czui. 4» 5, 6. • Ibid, cxlvi. 5, 6. » Ibid. xxxviL 3—5. 
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In all thy ways acknowledge Him^ and He shall 
direct thy paths ^ Casting all your care upon Him, 
for He careth for you *. 

^. — in that God is eternal and almighty. 

Lord God of Israel, Which dwellest between the 
cherubims*. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from 
everlasting to everlasting. Thou art God \ 

And in Thy hand is diere not power and might, so 
that none is able to withstand Thee * ? 

1 know that Thou canst do every thing, and that 
no thought of Thine can be hindered ^. 

And with God nothing shall be impossible '. 

Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in hea- 
ven, and in earth, in the seas, and in all deep places *. 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, saiQi the Lord, Which is, and Which was, 
and Which is to come, the Almighty '. 

I, even I am the Lord ; and beside Me there is no 
Saviour ". 

Yea, before the day was, I am He : and there is 
none that can deliver out of My hand: I will work, 
and who shall let it " ? 

But who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, 
when the Lord C(Mnmandeth not ^' i 

When he givelh quietness, who then can make 
trouble ^' ? Who hath hardened himself against Him, 
and hath prospered ^* ? 

Practical inferences Jrom ihe foregoing. 

Submit yourselves therefore to God ". 

> Prov. Hi. 6. « 1 Pet V. 7. * 2 Kings xix. 16. * Psalm xc. 2. 

« 2 Chroii. XX. 6. • Job xliii. 2, Marg. ' Luke i. 97- 

• Psalm cxxxv. & Rev. i. 8. >• Isaiah xliii. 11. ^^ Ibid, xliii. 13. 

" Lam. iii. 37. " Job xxxiv. 29. " Ibid. ix. 4. » Jam. iv. 7- 
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And humble jourselves tinder the mighty band of 
God, that He may exalt you in due time ^ 

Forasmuch as there is none like untO Thee, O Lord, 
Thou art great and Thy Name is great in might ; who 
would not fear Thee, O King of Nations ? Fch* to 
Thee doth it appertain '. 

Thou, even Thou art to be feared ; and who may 
stand in Thy sight when Thou art angry'. 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on Thee ; because he trasteth in Thee. 
Trust ye in the Lord for ever ; for in the Lord Jeho- 
vah iseyierlasting strength \ 

Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His 
might ^. 

In God have I put my trust, I will not be a£raid 
what man can do unto me^ 

for if God be for us, who can be against us ' ? 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from ererlasting 
to everlasting : and let all the people say, Amen '. 

Now unto the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible, 
the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen ^ 

3* — in thai God is every wheref present y and knotveth 

. all things. 

Great is our Lord, and great i^ His power ; yea, 
and His wisdom is infinite ^^. 

He revealeth the deep and secret things: He 
knoweth what is in the darkness ; and the light 
dwelleth with Him ". 

Neither is there any creature that is not manifest 
in His sight ; but all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do ". 

O Lord, Thon hast searched me out, and known 
me. Thou knowest my down-sitting, and mine up- 

1 1 Pet. V. 6. « Jer. x. 6, 7. » Psalm Ixxn, 7. * Isaiah xxvi. 3, 4. 

» Eph. vl 10. « Psalm Ivi. 11. ^ Rom. viii. 31. 

« Psalm cvL 48. « 1 Tim. i. 17- " P«akn c»lvii. 6. 

» Dan. ii. 22. " Heb, iv. la 

4 
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rising : Thou understandest my Noughts long before. 
Thou art about my path, and about my bed ; and 
spiest out all my ways. For there is not a word in 
my tongue, but Thou, O Lord, knowest it altoge- 
ther*. 

Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a 
God afar off ? Can any hide himself in secret plaees, 
that I shall not see him, saith the Lord ? Do not I 
fill heaven and earth, saith the Lord' ? 

The Lord looketh down from heaven : He bdiold* 
eth all the sons of men. From the place of His ha- 
bitation He looketh upon all the inhabitants of the 
earth. He fashioneth their hearts alike ; He consi- 
dereth all their works'. 

For the ways of man are before the eyes of the 
Lord : and He pondereth all his goings *. 

The eyes pf Uie Lord are in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good ^ 

Hell and destruction are before the Lord; how 
much more then the hearts of the children of men ^ ? 

Prtictical inferences from the foregoing. 

Enow thou the God of thy father, and serve Him 
with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind ; for the 
Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts ^. 

Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his 
days be prolonged ; yet surely I know that it shall be 
well with them that fear God, which fear before Him : 
but it shall not be well with the wicked '• 

I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands '. 

For the Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon 
Him : to all that call upon Him in truth ^^ 

1 Psalm cscdz. 1—4. < Jer. xziii. 23, 24. * Psalm xxziii. 1»--15. 

* Prov. V. 21. « Ibid. xv. 3. • Prov. xv. 11. 

f 1 Chton. xxviii 9. • Eccl. viii. 12, 18. » 1 Tim. ii. 8. 

i« Psalm cxlv. 18. 



Tue^daijf Noon. 66 

Praj to thy Fatb^ Which is in seeret; and thy 
Father Whidi iseeth in secret shall laward thee 
openly \ 

Blessed he the name of God for ever and ever ; for 
wisdom and might are His '. 

O the depth oi the riches both of. the wisdom and 
knowledge of God 1 How unsearchable are His judg- 
ments, and His ways past finding out '• 

To the only wise God our Saviour be glory and 
majesty, dominion and powar, both now and ever *• 

4. — in that God U most pure and holp^ mostjmt and 
righteous, most true and/ait/^L 

The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in 
all His works*. 

There is none holy as the Lord *. 

Behold, He putteth no trust in His saints ; yea the 
heavens are not clean in his sight ^ 

Surely God will not hear vanity ; neither will the 
Almighty regard it •. 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to 
the Lord ; but the prayer of the upright is His de- 
light •. 

Thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons 
of men, to give every one according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings . 

Whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same 
shall he receive of the Lord ". 

But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the 
wrong which he hath done ; and there is no respect 
of persons". 

God accepteth not the persons of princes, nor re- 
gardeth the rich more than the poor ; for they are all 
Uie work of His hands "• 

» Matt vi. e. « Dan. ii. 20. « Rom. xi. 33. 

♦ Jttde 26. » Psalm cxlv. 17. * 1 Sam. u. 2. 

» Job XV. 16. » Ibid. xxxv. 13. » Prov. xv. 8. 

" Jer. xxxiL 19. " Eph. vi. 8. " Col. Ui. 26. 

*• Job xxxiv. 19. 
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All the paths of the Lord are mercy and tnith onto 
such as keep His covenant and His testimonies ^.- 

God is not a man that He should lie, neither the 
son of man that He should repent : hath He said, and 
shall He not do it ? or hath He spoken, and shall He 
not make it good ' ? 

If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful ; He can* 
not deny Himself. 

My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips ^. 

Heaven and earth shall pass away ; but My words 
shall not pass away \ 

Practical inferences from the foregoing. 

Know therefore that the Lord thy God, He is God, 
the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy 
with them that love Him, and keep His command- 
ments, to a thousand generations, and repayeth them 
that hate Him to their face, to destroy them : He will 
not be slack to him that hateth Him, He will repay 
him to his face. Thou shalt therefore keep the com- 
mandments and the statute^ and the judgments which 
I command thee this day to do them ^. 

And He will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply 
thee : He will also bless the fixiit of thy womb, and 
the fruit of thy land, thy com and thy wine, and 
thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of 
thy sheep \ 

And ye shall be holy ; for I am holy ', mith the 
Lord. 

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them '. 

Let us draw near witli a true heart in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts spHnkled from an evil con- 
science, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let 

» Psalm XXV. 10. » Numb, xxiii. 19. » 2 Tim. ii. \X 

♦ Psalih Ixxxix, 34. » Matt xxiv. 35. • Dent. vii. 9, 10, 11. 

' Ibid. ver. 13. » Lev. xi. 44. • Eph. v. 11. 
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QS hold fast the profession of pur fkith without waver- 
ing : for He is faithful That promised \ 

WTierefore let them that suffer according to the will 
of God commit the keeping of their souls to Him in 
well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator '. 

For God is faithful. Who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able ; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it *. 

5. — in that God is most gracious^ long-suffering and 

merciful. 

Who is a God like unto Thee, That pardoneth ini- 
quity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant 
of His heritage ? He retaineth not His anger for 
ever, because He delighteth in mercy. He will turn 
again ; He will have compassion upon us : He will 
subdue our iniquities, and Thou wilt cast all their sins 
into the depths of.the sea \ 

As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked ; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways ; for why will ye die, O house of Israel * ? 

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as 
some men count slackness : but is long-suffering to 
us-ward ; not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance *. 

And therefore will the Lord wait, that He may be 
gracious unto you ; and therefore will He be exalted, 
that He may have mercy upon you ; for the Lord is a 
God of judgment : blessed are all they that wait for 
Him ^ 

The Lord is good to all ; and His tender mercies 
are over all his works ^ 

Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One 

» Heb. X. 22, 23. M Pet iv. 19. « \ Cor. x. 13, 

« Micah vu. 18, 19. * Ezek. xxxiii. 11. •2 Pet iii. 9. 

t Isai. XXX. 18. » Psalm cxlv. 9. 
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of Israel, I am the Lord thy God, Which teachetb 
thee to profit ; Which leadeth thee by the way that 
thou shouldst go ^. 

Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her womb ? 
Yea, they may forget ; yet will not I forget thee '. 

In an acceptable time have I heard thee : and in a 
day of salvation have I helped thee ; and I will pre- 
serve thee '. 



Practical inferences from the foregoing. 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service *. 

Knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance '. 

O fear the Lord, ye that are His saints ; for ihey 
that fear Him lack nothing *. 

They who seek the Lord shall want no manner of 
thing diat is good \ 

Love Him, because He first loved us '• 

O give thanks unto the Lord ; for He is good, for 
His mercy endureth for ever *. 

Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful ". 

And be ye kind one to another, tender hearted^ 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hatii forgiven you ". 

God be merciful to me a sinner. 

Our Father, Which art in heaven &c. 



^ IsaL xlviii. 17. > Ibid. xliz. 15. * Ini. zlix. 8. 

* Rom. xii. 1. » Ibid. ii. 4. • Psalm xxxiv. 9. 

' Ibid. ver. 10. « 1 John iv. 19. • Psalm cvi. 1, 

to Luke vi. 36. " Eph. iy. 32. 
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Prayer for becoming apprehensions of God^s power 

and majesty. 

O MOST glorious Lord God, terrible in Thy judg- 
ments, and wonderful in all Thy dealings towaras (he 
children of men, possess my soul, I beseech Thee, 
with awful and becoming apprehensions of Thy divine 
Majesty. Give me a sincere contrition for ever hav- 
ing hardened my heart from Thy fear, and provoked 
that vengeance which can consume me in a moment. 
Lord, make me to feel and know Whom I ought to 
dread ; and let me never, for the gratification of any 
siniiil inclination, forget any more the Lord my Maker, 
and incur the displeasure of Him Who is able to cast 
both soul and body into hell. 

And as I implore Thy grace that this consideration 
of Thy power may be an effectual check to all my un- 
ruly appetites ; so, I beseech Thee, let it be my stay 
and confidence in all dangers and distresses : that for- 
saking the broken reeds of all worldly succours I may 
put my whole trust in Thy mercy; and, evermore 
serving Thee in holiness and pureness of living, may 
even in death itself be more than conqueror : through 
the merits of Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayer for a lively sense of God's excellency and 

goodness. 

MOST blessed and gracious God, the Father of 
mercies, and fountain of happiness, in Whose presence 
is fulness of joy, and at Whose right hand are plea- 
sures for evermore, inspire me, I beseech Thee, with 
such a lively sense of Thine infinite excellency and 
goodness, and with such a vehement desire of that 
eternal weight of glory which Thou hast promised to 
all those that love and obey Thee, as may every day 
more and more raise and improve my love of Thee, 
and dispose me more cheerfully to run the way of Thy 
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commandments, and to be holy in all manner of con- 
yersation. 

Fix my thoughts, my hopes, and my affections upon 
heaven and heavenly things. Engage all the powers 
and faculties of my soul to love and delight in Thee ; 
and to endeavour to be like Thee in all the imitable 
perfections of Thy nature. Make my heart the seat 
of prayer and holy meditation ; and my body a fit 
temple for Thy Holy Spirit to dwell in ; that being 
inured to spiritual objects, and continually exercised 
to godliness, I may be prepared both in body and 
soul to pass eternity in the contemplation of Thy glo- 
rious excellencies; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Who with Thee, and the Holy Ghost, liveth and 
reigneth One God, world without end. Amen, 

To the blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords ; Who only hath immorta- 
lity, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 
unto ; Whom no man hath seen, nor can see ; to Him 
be honour and power everlasting \ Amen. 



WEDNESDAY NOON. 

The practice of Christian holiness enforced from a 
consideration of the excellency and advantages of the 
Christian religion : 

1. — in that it contains a clear revelation of all 
those truths and doctrines that are necessary to be 
known and believed by us, and of the duties which we 
are required to practise in order to our attaining 
everlasting salvation. 

God, Who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 

» Tim. vi. 16, 16, 
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hath in these la«t days spoken unto us by His Son, 
Whom He hath appointed Heir of all things ; by 
Whom also He made the worlds \ 

In Him was life ; and the life was the light of 
men • 

That was the true light, that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world '. 

For the law was given by Moses ; but grace and 
tmth came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God 
at any time : the Only-begotten Son, Which is in the 
bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him^. 

All things are delivered unto Me of My Father ; 
and no man knoweth the Son but the Father ; neither 
knoweth any man the Father save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him *. 

I am the way, the truth, andf^the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by Me. If ye had known Me, 
ye should have known the Father also ; and from 
henceforth ye know Him, and have seen Him ^, 
For he that hath seen Me, hath seen the Father'. 
Henceforth I call you not servants ; for the servant 
jknoweth not what his Lord doeth : but I have called 
you friends ; for all things that I have heard of my 
Father I have made known unto you ^ 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
tered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him ; but God hath 
revealed them unto us by His Spirit '. 

Having made known unto us the mystery of His 
will, according to his good pleasure which He hath 
purposed in himself ^^ 

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son ; 
in Whom we have redemption through His blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins "• 

» Heb. i. 1, 2. ' John i. 4. » Ibid. ver. 9. 

* Jbid. ver. 17, 18. « Matt. xi. 27. « John xiv. 0, 7- 

' Ibid. ver. 9. « Ibid. xv. 16. » 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. 

" Eph. i. 9. " Col. i. 13, 14. 
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For there is one God, and one mediator between 
Ood and men, tbe man Christ Jesus ; Who gave Him- 
self a ransom for all to be testified in due time \ 

To open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God ; 
that they might receive forgiveness of sins, and in- 
heritance among them which are sanctified by faith 
that is in Him '. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind : 
this is the first and great commandment; and the 
second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. On these two commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets ^ 

Think not that I am come to destroy the law and 
the prophets : I am not come to destroy, but to fiilfil*^. 

For 1 say unto you, that except your righteousness 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven *. 

Love your enemies ; bless them that curse you ; do 
good to them that hate you; and pray for them that 
despitefiiUy use you and persecute you : that ye may 
be the children of your Father Which is in heaven ; 
for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil, and on the 
good ; and sendeth rain on the just, and on the un- 
just*. 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father Which 
is in heaven is perfect'. 

Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and 
let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk ho- 
nestly as in the day ; not in rioting and drunkenness, 
not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying ; but put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make not provision for the flesh to fiilfil the lusts 
hereof. 

» 1 Tim. ii. 6, 6. « Acts xxvi. 18. » Matt xxii. 37—40, 

♦ Ibid. V. 17. » Ibid. ver. 20—22. • Ibid. ver. 44, 45. 

' Ibid. ver. 48. « Rom. xiii. 12—15. 
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This I say then, walk in the spirit, and ye shall not 
fulfil the lust of the flesh ^ 

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are 
these, adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivious- 
ness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, mur- 
ders, drunkenness, revellings, and suchlike; of the 
which I tell you before, as I have also told you in 
time past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance '• 

2.^ — in that it azures us of the forgiveness of our 
sinsy and our reconciliation to Gody through the me- 
diation of His Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy 
^ laden, and I will give you rest*. 

For the Son of Man is come to save that which was 
lost*. 

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners'. 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God ; being justified freely by His grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ; Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remis- 
sion of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
God'. 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ ^ 

For when we were yet without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly*. 

And herein God commendeth His love towards us, 

» GaL V. 16. « Ibid. v. 19—23. ^ Matt. xi. 28. 

* Ibid, xviii. 11. » 1 Tim. i. 15. • Rom. iii. 23—25. 

^ Ibid. V. 1. • Ibid. ver. «. 

E 
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in tliat while we were yet sinners Christ di^d for ns. 
Much more then, being now justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life '. 

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of chil- 
dren by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 
good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved ; in Whom we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace ; wherein He hath abounded towards us 
in all wisdom and prudence '. 

These things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and He is the 
propitiation for our sins : and not fot ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world ^ 

3. — in that it affords us sufficient power and oMlity 
for the performance of our duty. 

Work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling : for it is God Which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure \ 

With men this is impossible ; but with God all 
things are possible ^ 

And God is faithful, Who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able, but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it '. 

For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me. And He said unto me. My 
grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, dbat the power of 

» Rom. V. 8-10. « Eph. i. 5— a » 1 John ii 1, 2. 

♦ Phil. ii. J 2, 13. « Matt xix. 26. • 1 Cor. x. la 
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Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasuxe 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in perse* 
cations, in distresses for Christ's sake ; for when I am 
weak, then am I strong \ 

For Grod hath not given us the spirit of fear ; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind '. 

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities ; for 
we know not what we should pray for as we ought ; 
but the Spirit Itself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered '. 

And such trust hare we through Christ to God* 
ward. Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to 
think any thing, as of ourselves ; but our sufficiency 
is of God *. 

For though we walk in the flesh, we«do not war 
after the fiesh : (for the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) casting down imaginations 
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captirity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ \ 

4. — in that it gives us the highest assurance of the 
immortality of our souls j and the judgment of the last 
day : and of the everlasting rewards and punish- 
ments of the world to come. 

Be not afiraid of them which kill the body, and 
after that have no more that they can do. But I 
will forewarn you Whom ye shall fear ; fear Him, 
Which, after He hath killed, hath power to cast into 
hell : yea, I say unto you, fear Him ®. 

For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul ? or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul ? For the Son of 
Man shall come in the glory of His Father with His 



1 2 Cor. XM. 8—10. * 2 Tim. L 7- * Rom- ▼"»• 26. 

* 2 Cor. iii. 4, 6. '2 Cor. x. 3. 5. • Luke xii. 4, 6. 
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angels; and then He shall reward every man accord- 
ing to his works *. 

And when the Son of Man shall come in His glory, 
and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit 
upon the throne of His glory : and before Him shall 
be gathered all nations ; and He shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth His sheep 
from the goats : and He shall set the sheep on His 
right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the 
King say unto them on His right hand, Comie, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world *. 

Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, 
depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels ^ 

And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment : but the righteous into life eternal *. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God; and they that hear shall live. For as 
the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to 
the Son to have life in Himself; and hath given Him 
authority to execute judgment also, because He is 
the Son of Man. Marvel not at this : for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear His voice, and shall come forth ; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion*. 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, in 
the kingdom of their Father *. 

But the Son of Man shall send forth His angels, 
and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity, and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire ; there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth ^ 

» Matt. xvi. 26, 27. * Ibid. xxv. 31—34. » Ibid- ver. 41. 

* Ibid. ver. 46. » John v. 26—29. « Matt xiii. 43. 

7 Ibid. ver. 41, 42. 
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The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured out without mixture into the 
cup of His indignation \ 

The Lord shall deliver me f5fom every evil work, 
and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom *. 

Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy call- 
ing, not according to our works, hut according to His 
own purpose and grace which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began ; but is now made mani- 
fest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel *. 

To whom be glory for ever and ever *. Amen. 

God be merciful to me a sinner. 

Our Father y Which art in heaven &c. 

Thanksgiving for the benefits of the Christian reli- 
gion : and Prayer that we may walk worthy of the 
vocation wheretaith we are called. 

Blessed be God, the Father of lights, from 
Whom every good and perfect gift cometh ; Who, by 
the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ shining into 
bur hearts, hath delivered us from the power of dark- 
ness, and translated us into the kingdom of His dear 
Son; and thereby hath made us partakers of the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the love of 
God, and of the communion of the Holy Ghost. Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre* 
pared for them that love Him: but God hath revealed 
them unto us by His Spirit. Blessed be God. 

I receive, O Lord, with all thankfulness, the mani* 
fold testimonies Thou hast given, us, of Thine incom* 
prehensible love and favour towards us through Thy 
dearly-beloved Son, in Whom Thou hast reconciled 



1 Kev. xiv. 10, 11. « 2 Tim. iv. 18. 

9 Ibid. i. 9, 10. * Ibid. iv. |8. 
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the world linto Thysdf. And most humbly I bow 
my knees unto Thee, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of Whom the whole family in hea?en and 
earth is named, that Thou wouldest grant me, accord- 
ing to the riches of Thy glory, to be strengthened 
with might by Thy Spirit in the inner man; that 
Christ may dwell in my heart by faith ; and that I 
being rooted and grounded in love may be able to 
comprehend with all saints what is &e length, and 
breadth, and depth, and height ; and to know the lore 
of Christ which passeth knowledge; that I may be 
filled with all the fulness of God. 

Imprint on my heart, O blessed God, I beseech 
Thee, such a lively sense of the transcendant glory of 
Thy majesty, and the exceeding riches of Thy grace, 
as may make me earnestly desirous to have Thine 
image formed in my soul ; and to be partaker of the 
Divine nature, and to walk worthy of God, Who hath 
called me unto His kingdom and glory. 

O Thou, Who art the Author and Finisher of our 
faith, pity, I beseech Thee, the infirmities of Thy ser- 
vant, and graciously assist my sincere endeavours to 
withdraw my afibctions fi*oin sensible things, and to 
raise my mind to a clearer view of the eternal joys of 
the next world. Vouchsafe, I humbly pray Thee, to 
enlighten the eyes of my understanding, that I may 
know more and more what is the hope of Thy hea- 
venly calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
Thine inheritance in the saints, and what the exceed- 
ing greatness of Thy power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of Thy mighty power which 
wrought in Christ, when Thou didst raise Him fix)m 
the dead, and set Him at Thine own right hand in 
the heavenly places. And grant, O gracious Lord, 
that having ihis hope in me I may purify myself as 
Thou art pure ; and run with patience the race Thou 
hast set before me : that carrying this testimony with 
me out of the world, that I have pleased Thee, Thou 
mayest receive me to Thyself to be glorified with 
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Thee in Thj heavenly kmgdom, and to rejoice before 
Thee for ever and ever, through Jesus Christ our 
liord. Amen* 

Now the God of hope fill me with all joy and peace 
in belieiring; that /may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost *• 

OiviDg thanks unto the Father^ Who hath meideme 
meet to be partaker of the inheritance of the saints in 
light'. 



THURSDAY NOON, 

The pract^e of Christian holiness enforced from a 
consideriation of the peculiar obligation of Christians 
to holiness of life, 

• 

1. — in that to perstuide and oblige us to lead holy 
and virtuom Uvea was one great end and design of 
our Saviour's coming into the world : to the promote 
i^ of which not only His doctrines andpreceptSy but 
His life, and death, and resurrection, ^c. have a 
manifest and direct tefidency* 

The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath ap- 
peared to aU men, teaching us that, denying imgodH- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, right- 
eously and godly in this present world ; looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
gieat God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave 
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works \ 

Ye are not your own: for ye are bought with a 
price. Therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God's *. 

» Rom. XV. 13. • Col. i. 12. 

» Tit ii. 11. 14. * 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
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Christ died for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves^ but uxito Him Who 
died for them, and rose again \ 

For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth 
to himself. For whether we live, we live imto the 
Lord ; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord : 
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 
For to this end Christ both died, and rose and re- 
vived, that He might be Lord both of the dead and 

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind : be so- 
ber, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ ; as 
obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according 
to the former lusts in your ignorance : but as He 
Which has called you is holy ; so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation ; because it is written, be ye 
holy ; for I am holy. And if ye call on the Father, 
Who without respect of persons judgeth according to 
every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning 
here in fear ; forasmuch as ye know tiiat ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conversation ^ ; 

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot \ 

Who His own Self bare our sins in His own body 
on the tree, that we beii^g dead to sin might live unto 
righteousness ; by Whose stripes ye were healed *. 

For Christ also loved the Church, and gave Him* 
self for it ; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word, that He might pre- 
sent it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing 5 but that it should be 
holy and without blemish '. 

» 2 Cor. V. 15. 3 Rom. xiv. 7. 9. '1 Pet i. 13—18. 

* Ibid. ver. 19. » Ibid. ii. 24. » Eph. v. 25—27. 
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2. — in that this ii what every one of us solemnly en* 

gaged to do at our baptism. 

Kiio\r ye not that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? 
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into 
death, that Kke as Christ was raised up from the dead 
by the gloiy of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also 
in the likeness of His resurrection : knowing this, 
that our old man is emcified with Him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should 
not serve sin *. " 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither 
yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteous- 
ne^ unto sin: but yield yourselveiS unto God, as 
those that ate alive from the dead, and your members 
as instruments of righteousness unto God *• 

Circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law : 
but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision 
is made uncircumcision ^% 

For He is not a Jew, that is one outwardly; neither 
is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh. 
But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly ; and circum- 
cision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the 
letter; whose praise is riot of men, but of God*. 

Even m baptism doth also now save us ; not the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer 
of a good conscience toward God *. 

For we ire the circumcision, which worship God 
in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus ^. 

In Whom also ye are circumcised with the circum- 
cision made without hands, in putting off* the body of 

1 Rom. vi. 3—6. > Ibid. vi. 12, 13. » Ibid. ii. 25. 

♦ Ibid. ver. 28, 20. » I Pet. iii. 21. « Phil. iii. 3. 
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the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ ; 
buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with Him through the faith of the operation of God, 
Who hath raised Him from the dead \ 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right 
hand of God*. 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God\ 

For as many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ*. 

And have been taught by Him, as the truth is in 
Jesus ; that ye put off concerning the former conver- 
sation the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts ; and be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind ; and that ye put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness ^. 



3. — in that a holy life is essential to the character 
of a Christian J and is made a condition o{ salvation 
in the Gospel covenant, 

Jesus came into Galilee preaching the Gospel of 
the kingdom of God, and saying, the time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand ; repent ye, and 
believe the Gospel*. 

Repent ye, and be converted, tliat your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord^ 

Verily, I say unto you, except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ^ 

Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that 
doth the will of My Father Which is in heaven ®. 



» Col. ii. 11, 12. a Ibid, iii. 1. » Ibid. ver. 3. 

* Gal. iii. 27. * Eph. iv. 21. 24. « Mark i. 14, 16. 

» Acts iu. 19. « Matt, xviii. 3. o Ibid. vii. 21. 
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If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commaQd- 
ments^ 

If any man serve Me, let him follow Me ; and 
where I am, there shall also My servant be : if any 
man serve Me, him will My Fadier honour ^ 

I am the true vine, and My Father is the husband- 
man. Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He 
taketh away ; and every branch that beareth fruit. He 
purgeth it, that it may bear more fruit '• 

Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit ; so shall ye be My disciples \ 

And now, little children, abide in Him, that .when 
He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming ^ 

Whosoever abideth in Him sinnethnot; whosoever 
sinneth hath not seen Him, neither known Hinu 
Little children, let no man deceive you, he that doth 
righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous. 
He that committeth sin is of the devil ; for the devil 
sinneth from the beginning : for this purpose the Son 
of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil ^ 

In this the children of God are manifest, and the 
children of the devil: whosoever doth not righteous-* 
ness is not of God; neither he that loveth not his 
brother \ 

And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we 
keep His commandments. He that saith, I know 
Him, and keepeth not His commandment, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth His 
word, in him verily is the love of God perfected ; 
hereby know we that we are in Him '• 



» Matt xix. 17. ' John idi. 26. » IbidL xv. 1, 2. 

* Ibid. ver. 8. « 1 John ii. 2a « Ibid. iii. 6— «. 

7 Ibid. ver. 10. « Ibid. ii. 3—6. 
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4. — in that without holiness we shouTd he incapa- 
ble of the happiness designed for piom Christians in 
heaven. 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be ; but we know that, 
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him ; for we 
shall see Him as He is. And every man that haUi 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as He is 
pure *. 

Blessed are the pure in heart ; for they shall see 
God^ 

But except a man be bom of water and of the Spi^ 
rit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That 
which is bom of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is 
bom of the Spirit is spirit'. 

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things 
of the flesh ; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is 
death : but to be spiritually minded is life and peace \ 

Be not deceived, God is not mocked : for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he 
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corrup- 
tion ; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting \ 

5. — in that disobedience in a Christian is a crime 
of a more heinous nature^ and tmll be more severely 
punished in the day of Judgment, 

Moses truly said unto the fathers ; a prophet shall 
the Lord your God raise up unto you of your bre- 
thren, like unto me ; Him shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever He shall say unto you. And it shall come 
to pass, that every soul which will not hear That Pro- 
phet shall be destroyed from among the people ^ 

^ 1 John iii. 2, 3. « Matt. v. a ' John iii. 6, ft 

* Rom. viii. 6, 6. » Gal. vi. 7, ft * Acts iii, 22, gft 
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And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the 
trees : therefore every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire '. 

Woe unto ihee, Chorazin; woe unto thee, Beth-« 
saida; for if the itiighty works which were done in 
you had been dotie in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But 
I say unto ypu, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the day of judgment than for you '• 

For that servant which knew his Lord's will, and 
prepared not himself, neither did according to His 
will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that 
knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, 
shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomso- 
ever much is given, of him shall be much required ; 
and to whom men have committed much, of him they 
will ask the more ^. 

For the wrath of Gpod is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men 
who hold the truth in unrighteousness *. 

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed 
to the things which we have heard, lest at any time 
we should let them slip. For if the Word spoken by 
angels was stedfast, and every transgression and dis- 
obedience received a just recompence of reward ; how 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation, which 
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord,'and was 
confirmed imto us by them that heard Him ; God also 
beaiing them witness, both with signs and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost*? . . 

For if we sin wilfully after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries. He that despised Moses' law died 



1 Matt. iii. 10. » Ibid. xi. 21, 22. » Luke xii. 47, 48. 

* Rom. i. la. » Heb. iiL 1—4. 
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wi-dioiit mercy under two or three witnesses : of how 
much sorer pimishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
Uiought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the cove- 
nant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy things 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace \ 

God be mercifid to me a sinner. 

Our Father^ Which art in heaven &c. 

Prayer that we may live answerably to the ohliga^ 
tions of our Christian profession. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who so loved the world that He gave His 
Only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. And 
blessed be Jesus Christ the Son of God, and the only 
Mediator between God and men. Who humbled Him- 
self even to the death of the cross, that we might live 
through Him, and Who is now set down at the right 
hand of God, where He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us. 

I beseech Thee, O Lord, that Thou wouldst fit and 
prepare me more and more for that eternal redemp- 
tion, which our Saviour Christ hath obtained for us. 
Give me that repentance towards God, and faith to* 
wards our Lord Jesus Christ, which will entitle me to 
the benefits of His death and passion : and grant that 
the grace of God, which bringeth salvation, may 
efiectually teach and persuade me to deny ungodli* 
ness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righte- 
ously, and godly in this present world ; looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave 
Himself for us that He might redeem us firom all 
iniquity, and purify us unto Himself a peculiar peo* 
pie zealous of good works. 

» Heb. X. 26—29. 
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Dispose me, O Hesvienly Father, so to obey liie 
precepts, that I may inherit the promises of the Gos- 
pel. Bless me, O Lord, with all spiritual blessings 
in Christ Bless me in forgiving my iniquities : and 
bless me in turning me from all iniquity. O let the 
blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God Which taketh away 
the sins of the world, cleanse me from all sin ; and 
purge my conscience frcmi dead works to sertre Thee 
the Living God. 

Give me, O Lord, so to know Christ and His life^ 
that the same mind may be in me which was in 
Christ, and that I may be in the world as He was in 
the world. Give me so to know Christ and His eleath, 
that I may feel the virtue and power of the cross of 
Christ within me, in being crucified to the world and 
having the world crucified to me, and in crucifying 
the flesh with the affections and lusts ; that the body 
of sin may be destroyed, and that henceforth I may 
not serve sin, nor obey it in the lust thereof. Give me 
also so to know Christ and the power of His resur^ 
reciiony that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, so I also may walk 
in newness of life, and may inind and seek those 
things that are above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God. 

. Lord, make me ever mindful that I am not mine 
own ; but am bought with a price, even with the 
precious blood of Thy beloved Son. And O that 
the consideration of this astonishing instance of the 
Divine love and mercy may so powerfully affect my 
heart, that I may be persuaded thereby to glorify 
Thee in my body and in my spirit, which are Thine; 
and to live henceforward not unto myself, but unto 
Him That died for me« While I live, O Lord, I will 
praise Thy Name : I will sing praises unto my God 
while I have my being. O let me shew forth Thy 
praise, not only with my lips, but in my life : let me 
praise and glorify Thee by ordering my conversation 
aright, by devotiog my heart tp Thy fear, and by 

10 
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offering up myself a living sacriace, holy, and ac- 
ceptable unto Thee, O God, which is my reasonable 
servioe. 

Now the God of all grace, Who hath called me 
unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, stablish, 
strengthen, settle me : to Him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



rmDAY NOON, 

Jlie practice of Christian holiness enforced from a 
consideration of the redemption of the world hy 
Jesus Christ ; of His death upon the cross for us; 
and of the duty and reward of taking up our cross, 
and following Him. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The Same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by Him^ and without Him was not any thing 
made that was made \ 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
Only-begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth '• 

In this was manifested the love of God towards us, 
because that QoA sent His Only-begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through Him^ Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, 
and dent His Son to be tlie propitiation for our sins ^ 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder* 
ness ; even so must the Son of Man be lifted up ; that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life *• 

But those things which God before had shewed by 



1 John i. 1—3. » Ibid. i. 14. 

« 1 John iv. 9, 10. « John iii. 14, 1ft. 
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the mouth of all His prophets, that Christ should 
snfier. He hath so fulfilled . 

For the Son of Man wa^ betrayed unto the chief 
priests and unto the scribes, and they condemned Him 
to death ; and delivered Him to the gentiles to mock^ 
and to scourge, and to crucify Him *. 

And they tobk Jesus, and led Him away. And He 
bearing His cross went forth into a place called tlTe 
place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Gol- 
gotha ; where they crucified Him, and two other with 
Him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst '. 

After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, that the Scripture might he fulfilled^ 
saithy I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of 
vinegar : and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and 
put it upon hyssop, and put it to His mouth* When 
Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said. It 
is finished ; and He bowed His head, and gave up the 
ghost*. 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God : but made Himself of nd 
reputation, and took upon Him the fomi of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men : and being 
found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross*. 

But He was wounded for our transgressions ; He 
was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisem^it of 
our peace was upon Him ; and with His stripes we 
are healed. All We like sheep have gone astray ; we 
hate turned every one to his own way ; and the Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us aJl. He was op- 
pressefd, and He was afflicted ; yet He opened not His 
month : He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He open- 
eth not His mouth. He was taken firom prison, and 



» Acts iii. 18. « Matt. ix. 18, 19. > John xix. 16—18. 

* Ibid. ver. 28—30, » PhU. ii. 6—8. 
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£rom judgment : and who shall declare His genera- 
tion ? for He was cut off out of the land of the living ; 
for the transgression of My people was He stricken. 
And He made His grave with the wicked, and with 
lihe rich in His death^ because He had done no vio- 
lence, neither was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it 
pleased the Lord to bruise Him ; He hath put Him 
to' grief : when Thou shalt make His soul an ofiering 
for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His 
days, and the plea^re of the Lord shaU prosper in 
His baud. He shall see of the travail of His soul^ 
and shall he satisfied : by His knowledge shall My 
righteous servant justify many ; for He shall bear 
their iniquities. Therefore will I divide Him a por* 
tion with the great ; aad He shall divide the spoil with 
the strong; because He hath poured out His soul unto 
death : and He was numbered with the tran^ressors: 
and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors ^ 

Thus God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself XHDt imputing their trespasses unto them. 
For He hath made Him to be sin for us. Who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him «. 

Christ also sufiered for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow His steps ; Who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in His mouth : Who, when 
He was rieviled, reviled not again; when He suffered. 
He threatened not ; but committed Himself to Him 
That judgeth righteously \ 

And beloved, think it not strange ooneexning the 
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you ; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that, when His 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with ex- 
ceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of 



» Isaiah liii. 6—12. a 2 Cor. v. 21. 

5 1 Pet ii. 21—23. 
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Christy bappy are ye ; for the Spirit of gloiy and of 
God resteih upon you \ 

We must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God '. 

Yea, and all ihat will live godly in Christ Jesus 
diaU suffer persecution'. 

Yet if anf man suffer as a christian, let him not be 
ashamed \ 

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our 
oonsolation also aboundeth by Christ \ 

And if we suffer, we shall also reign with Him ; if 
we deny Him, He also will deny us ®. 

Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For who* 
soever will save his life shall lose it ; but whosoever 
shall lose his life for My sake and the Gospel's, the 
same shall save it For what shall it profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole wodd, and lose his own soull 
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? 
Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me and of 
My words in this adulterous and sinAil generation, of 
him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when He 
Gometh m the glory of His Father with the holy 
angels '• 

Remember the word that I said unto you, the ser- 
vant is not greater than his Lord ; if they have per- 
secuted Me, they will also persecute you ^ 

In the world ye shall have tribulation ; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world '. 

He that endureth to the end shall be saved ^\ 
. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will'give thee a 
crown of life ^^ 

God be merciful to me a sinner. 

Our Father, Which art in heaven &c. 

1 1 Pet. iv* 12—14. » Acts xjv. 22, » 2 Tim. Hi. 12. 

* I Pet iv. 16. » 2 Cor. i. 6. « 2 Tim. ii. 12. 

7 Mark viii. 34—38. « John xv. 20. » Ibid. Xvi. 33. 

» Matt. X. 22. " Rey. ii. 10. 
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Prayer for the henefitB of Chrisfs sufferings and 

death* 

O ETERNAL Son of God, the brightness of Thy 
Father's glory, and the express image of His person^ 
God blessed for ever. Who to save sinful men wast 
pleased to become man, and to be all Thj life long 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, perse- 
cuted, and rejected, and at last crucified as a male- 
factor, favourably with mercy behold Thy servant, 
whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy most precious 
blood. 

Thou That hast taken away the sins of the world. 
Who hast abolished and overcome death, and de- 
stroyed him that had the power of it, have mercy 
upon me ; and by Thy precious death and passion de- 
liver me from this body of sin and death. 

By the merit of Thy most bitter sufferings, by all 
the love Thou hast shewn to the children of men, 1 
humbly beseech Thee, O Lord, look graciously upon 
me ; and intercede for me with the Father, that for 
Thy sake He may be gracious unto me, and forgive 
me all my sins, and lift up the light of His counte-* 
nance upon me. 

And grant, O blessed Saviour, that I jnay always 
bear in my mind such a devout remembrance and 
feeling of Thy bitter passion, as may be a powerful 
protection of my soul against all the assaults of my 
spiritual adversaries ; and may effectually engage me 
to crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts ; and 
to injn with patience the race Thou hast set before 
me, evermore looking unto Thee, the Captain of our 
salvation. Who wast made perfect through suffering ; 
and Who for the joy that was set before Thee didst 
endure the cross, despising the shame, and art now 
set down on the right hand of the throne of glory. 

And I beseech Thee, O blessed Jesus, let the sense 
(rf Thy wonderful love in thus dying for my sake in- 
flame my soul with such an invincible love of Thee, 
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and with such an ardent zeal for Thy glory, that if 
ever Thy providence should make it my duty, I may 
be ready cheerfully to embrace even death itself, 
though armed with the utmost terrors, rather than 
forsaJke Thee. Inspire me with courage and resolu- 
tion from above, that no difficulties or dangers may 
ever affright me from Thy service ; and that no ap- 
prehen^on of them may ever transport me beyond 
the bounds of christian decency and moderation. 
Jjordy whither shall I gof Thou hast the words of 
eternal life. 

O let the firm belief of the immortal joys and the 
glorious rewards Thou hast prepared for those that 
suffer for Thee, support me under all trials and tempt- 
ations, that I may be a follower of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises. Make me 
careAil so to do Thy holy will, that I may have com- 
fort and joy, if need be, in suffering for it. Grant 
this, O blessed Lord, Who didst willingly lay down 
Thy life for me, and didst rise again from the dead, 
and now sittest at the right hand of the Father to in- 
tercede for all Thy faithful disciples. Amen. 

Now unto Jesus Christ, Who is the faithful Wit- 
ness, and the First-begotten of the dead, and the 
Prince of the kings of the earth ; unto Him That 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and His Father ; to Him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen ^. 

And the Lord direct our hearts into the love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Christ *. 

» Rev. i. 5, 6. « 2 Thess. iii. 6. 
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SATUKDAY NOON. 

The practice of Christian holiness enforced from a 
consideration of the duty and of the reward of 
constancy J and perseverance in the faith and obe- 
dience of the Gospel. 

No man having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God *. 

If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disci- 
ples indeed *. 

Whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in 
his deed*. 

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed 
to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we 
should let them slip *. 

And we desire that every one of you do shew the 
same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the 
end ; that ye be not slothful, but followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the promises^. 

These all died in faith, not having received the pro- 
mises, but having seen them afar off, and were per- 
suaded of them, and embraced ihem, and confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth ^. 

Some were tortured, not accepting deliverance; 
that they might obtain a better resurrection: and 
others had trial of cruel mockings and scburgings ; 
yea, moreover, of bonds and imprisonment '. 

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race that is set before 

1 Luke ix. 62. > John viii. 31. ^ James i. 23>-2& 

* Heb. ii, 1. « Ibid. vi. II, 12. • Ibid. xi. 13. 

7 Ibid. xi. 3d> 36. 
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us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and finisher of 
our faith ; Who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of Uie throne of God. For 
consider Him That endured such contradiction of 
miners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint 
in your minds \ 

And let us not be weary in well-doing ; for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not '. 

Being confident of this very thing, that He Which 
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ '• 

Who^ will render to every man according to his 
deeds : to them, who by patient continuance in well- 
doing seek for glory aud honour and immortality, 
eternal life ^. 

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which 
hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need 
of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, 
ye might receive the promise *. 

But if any man draw back My soul shall have no 
pleasure in him^ 

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the 
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and 
overcome, the latter end is worse wiUi them than the 
beginning : for it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than after they have 
known it to turn from the holy commandment deli- 
vered unto them ^ 

Wherefore, lift up the hands which hang down, and 
the feeble knees ^ 

Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace 
ofGod'. 

Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us 



» Heb. xii. 1—3. « Gal. vi. 9. » Phil. L 6. 

* Rom. ii. 6, 7. » Heb. x. 35, 36. • Ibid. ver. 38. 

1 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. • Heb. xu. 12. » Ibid. ii. 16. 
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of entering into His rest, any of you should seem id 
come short of it ^ 

Brethren, be followers together of me *. ^ 

I count not myself to have apprehended ; but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are be* 
hind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus *. 

Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election sure ; for if ye do 
these things ye shall never fall : for so an entrance 
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ *. 

Gpd be merciful to me a sinner. 

Our Father^ Which art in heaven &c. 

A solemn dedication of ourselves to God ; and prayer 
for grace and perseverance in the faith and obedi- 
ence of the Gospel. 

O ETERNAL Lord God, heavenly Father, Who de- 
sirest not the death of a sinner, but rather that he may 
turn from his wickedness and live, look down, I hum- 
bly beseech Thee, upon me Thy sinful creature, who 
am ashamed to lift up my £a.ce unto Thee, when I con- 
sider how miserably I have defaced Thine image in 
my soul ; and how after all my endeavours my nature 
is still clogged with many unreasonable lusts and pas- 
sions ; how much vanity and impertinence there yet 
remains in my mind, how much perverseness in my 
will, how much spiritual and carnal iniquity in my 
affections and appetites. Lord, I have been long strug- 
gling with this body of sin and death ; and yet upon 
all occasions I find myself still too prone to • . r • • 
O my God, have pity on me ; and for Thine infinite 



1 Heb. iv. 1. « Pba. iii. 17. » Ibid. ver. 13, 14. 

* 2 Pet i. 10, 11. 
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mercy's sake, for the sake of Thy dearly beloved Son 
in Whom Thou art well-pleased, pardoa, I beseech 
Thee, all my sins and infirmities ; and create me again 
after Thy likeness in righteousness and tnie holiness, 
that I may walk henceforward in newness of life, and 
with perfect health and vigour of sold may serve and 
glorify Thee for ever. 

I come now before Thee, O Lord, to make a new 

dedication of myself to Thy service, and to implore 

the assistance of Thine Almighty grace to enable me 

to perform my religious vows and engagements. To 

Thee, O glorious Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Three 

Persons in one Godhead, I desire to devote mvself, 

my soul and body, and all the powers and faculties of 

both. I desire utterly to abjure every sinful practice ; 

and I purpose by Thy gracious assistance firom this 

time forth for evermore to pay sincere obedi^ace to all 

Thy commandments. This, O Lord, in the sincerity 

of my soul T do here humbly and heartily promise 

before Thy divine Majesty. O Thou, Who alone 

workest in us both to will and to do of Thy good 

pleasure, and Who hast declared that Thou wilt never 

leave nor forsake those who are truly desirous to 

serve and please Thee, let Thy Holy Spirit, I beseech 

Thee, be so powerfully and so continually present 

with me, that I may faithfully perform what I have 

solemnly promised. Inspire me more and more with 

patience and constancy of mind, that I may stand fas 

in ail good rescdutions, in despite of every temptation 

I may meet with to the contrary. 

And since I know that Thou art present with me 
wheresoever I am, and dost always behold me what- 
soever I am doing, O do Thou possess my soul with 
such a lively sense of this important truth, as may 
be a constant check to all sinful inclinations, and 
make me afraid of ever offending Thee, and inces* 
santly careful and solicitous to please Thee. 

Let Thy Blessed Spirit be my constant monitor to 
put me frequently upon the consideration of my ways. 
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and the serious examination of all my actions ; ihat sd 
whenever I go astray, I may by a speedy and un- 
feigned repentance recover myself before I have gone 
too far from my duty. And grant, I beseech Thee, 
that the sense of my past failings may render me more 
watchful and circumspect for Uie future ; that where- 
insoever I shall discover that I have done amiss, I may 
thenceforth be more strictly upon my guard, and more 
vigilant against those temptations that have been the 
occasion of my falling. 

Remove from me, I beseech Thee, all unprofitable 
sadness, and give me an even tranquillity of mind, 
and a becoming cheerfulness of spirit : inspiring me 
with an earnest desire and expectation of the blessings, 
which Thou hast promised to all them that with hearty 
repentance and true faith turn unto Thee : and grant 
good Lord, I pray Thee, that having this glorious pros- 
pect always in mine eye I may run the way of Thy 
commandments with delight; and forgetting those 
things vrhich arebehind, and reaching forth unto those 
thing's which are before, may be still pressing for- 
ward toward the mark for the prize of lliy high ealU 
ing in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, that I may be more and more strengthened 
and confirmed in the good resolutions I have now 
made, stir me up, I beseech Thee, to a diligent at- 
tendance on Thy public ordinances. Let it be a con- 
stant delight to me to wait on Thee in the assembly 
of Thy saints : and give me grace always to come be- 
fore Thee with awful apprehensions of Thine infinite 
Majesty ; to hear Thy word with reverence and at- 
tention ; to offer up mj prayers and thanksgiving^^ 
with fervency and devotion; and to approach Thy holy 
table with that humility, and love, and. gratitude, and 
resignation both of soul and body, which become die 
solemn remembrance and representation of my Sa« 
viour's dying love. 

In these things, O Lord, and whatsoever else is 
lieedful to secure my perseveraixpe in the faith and 
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obedience of Thy Gospel, and the final salvation of 
my immortal soul, I humbly beg that Thou wouldst 
be graciously pleased to assist me, for Jesus Christ 
His sake ; to Whom witl; Thee, and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honour and gloiy, world without end. Amen. 

Now God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ *, 
Fill me with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding ; that I may walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every 
good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God, 
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious 
power, unto all patience and long-suffering with joy- 
fidness '. Amen. 



SECTION IV. 



DEVOTIONS FOR THE AFTERNOON^ 

containing the pious Christian's daily preparation for 
death and eternity; in meditations thereon wholly 
taken from Scripture, and divided into six portions 
for the several days of the week ; with prayers suited 
to £|ach portion* 

MONDAY AFTERNOON. 

On Manx's Mortality : — the certainty of a future 
judgment : — and the necessity of being always 
prepared for it. 

God created man to be immortal, and made him 
to ibe an image of His own eternity. Nevertheless, 

» Col i. 3. » Ibid. ver. 8— U. 
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through envy of the devil came d«ath into the world, 
aild they that do hold of his side/do find it^ 
• The serpent begailed Eve through his subtilty K 

A<id when the woman saw that the tree was good 
iot food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
ftfoM therec^, and did eat, and giftve also unto her hus- 
band with her ; and he did eat*. 

And unto Adam God said, because thou hast heark-* 
ened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the 
tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, thou shall 
not eat of it : cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of tiiy life *• 

In the sweat of thy face shalt thpu eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken, for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re- 
turn *. 

By one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned *. 

It is appointed unto men once to die ' . 

All go onto one jdace; all are of the dust, and all 
turn to dust again *. 

For when the breath of man goeth forth, he shall 
turn again to his earth ; and then all his thoughts 
perish . 

Alt flesh is. grass, and all the goodliness thereof is 
as the flower of the field. The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth ; because the Spirit of the Lord bloweth 
upon it : surely the people is grass ^\. 

For what is your life ? It is even a vapour, that 
appearethfor a little time, and then vanisheth away "« 

O that they were uise ; that they understood this ; 
that they would consider their latter end ". 

Truly the light is sweet ; and a pleasant thing it is 

> Wisd. ii. 23, 24. • 2 tor. xi. 5. » Gen. lil. «. 

« Gen. in. 17. ^ Ibkt. ver. 19. • Rom. v. 13. 

7 Hcb. ix. 27. » Eccles. iii. 20. » Psal. cxlvL 3. 

>• Isai. xl. 6, 7. " James iv. 14. » Dent, xxxii. 29. 
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for the eyeB to behold the sun ; but if a man lire many 
years, and rqotce in them all, yet let him remember 
the days of darkness, for they shall be many : all that 
Cometh is vanity • Kejotce O young man in thy youth; 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth ; 
and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes : but know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment \ 

For Ood shall bring every work into judgment, 
with erery secret thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil *. 

Because He hath appointed a day, in the which 
He will judge the world in righteousness by That 
Man whom He hath ordained; whereof He hath 
giren assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised 
Him from the dead ^ 

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
mght; in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up ^. 

Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come ^ 

At midnight there was a cry mad^, behold, the 
bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him ^. 

And the bridegroom came; and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage ; and the 
door was shut. Afterward came also the other vir- 
gins, saying. Lord, Lord, open unto us. But He 
answered and said» verily, I say unto you, I know 
you not ''. 

Be ye therefor^ ready ^ 

And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunken* 
ness, and cares of this life^ and so that day come upon 
you unawares ^ 

» Eccl. xi. 7—9. * Ibid. xii. 14. » Acts xrii. 31. 

* 2 Pet iii. 10. » Matt xxiv. 42. « Ibid. xxy. 6. 

^ Ibid. ver. 10^12. • Luke xii. 40! • Ibid. xxi. 34. 
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Let your loins be girded about, and jour ligbts 
burning ; and ye yourselves like unto men that wait 
for their lord, when he will return from the wed- 
ding : that when he cometh and knocketh, they may 
open unto him immediately. Blessed are those ser- 
vants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find 
watching : verily, I say unto you, that he shall gird 
himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will 
come forth and serve them. And if he shall come in 
' the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find 
them so, blessed are those servants \ 

Be ye therefore ready also; for the Son of Man 
' cometh at an hour when ye think not '• 

Remember not. Lord, mine ofiences, nor the of- 
fences of my forefathers ; neither take Thou vengeance 
of our sins : spare me, good Lord ; spare Thy servant 
whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy most precious 
blood ; and be not angry with me for ever. 

Spare me, good Lord. 

Lord have mercy upon me. 

Christ have mercy ttpon me. 

Lord have mercy upon me. 

Our Father, Which art in heaven, &c. 

Prayer for grace to live in a constant dependence 
upon God, and an habitual preparation ^r death 
and judgment. 

O ALMIGHTY God, the Father of the spirits of all 
flesh. Whose never-failing Pi-ovidence ordereth all 
things both in heaven and earth, I desire with the 
deepest humility and reverence to prostrate both soul 
and body before Thee, begging that Thou wouldst 
give me grace to make a right use and improvement 
of all Thy dispensations towards myself and all man* 
kind. 

> Luke xii 35--d& « Ibid. ver. iSk 
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I acknowledge it to be of Thy bounty alone, O 
Lord, that I have any being : and I adore Thy mercy 
and long-sufiering for preserving me thus long in the 
land of die living. My many days and years of health 
and comfort were Thy gift ; and my deliverances out 
of the troubles and dangers wherewith I have at any 
time been afflicted, as well as the prevention of those 
Tvhich I have never felt, are owing to Thee alone. 
Man doth not live by bread and care, but by the word 
and blessing which proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. 

Grant me, I beseech Thee, a due sense of my en^ 
tire dependence upon Thee ; and grace to behav^ 
myself in conformity thereto. Inspire me with that 
true and heavenly wisdom, which may help me to 
discern aright the reasons, and enable me to answer 
the ends of all Thy dealings with me ; that in all the 
dispensations of Thy providence I may submit myself 
entirely to Thy good pleasure ; and glorify God in 
the day of visitation. 

And since it is appointed for all men once to die, 
and after that the judgment, suffer me not, I pray 
Thee, to forget that I am a stranger upon earth ; but 
help me to disengage my heart from things here be-< 
low, which cannot profit in the day of wrath ; that my 
hopes and my affections may be unalterably fixed 
upon those better things above, those eternal treasures 
which Thou hast prepared for them that love Thee. 

Let the thoughts and certain expectation of death 
and judgment be so constantly, so powerfully present 
to my soul, that in what hour soever my lird shall 
come, I may be found ready to meet Him, and to go 
in with Him to the marriage. Even so, O blessed 
Jesus, grant me in such manner to pass through things 
temporal, that I finally lose not the things eternal, 
but may faithfully use and improve Thy grace here, 
till grace at last be consummated in glory, and I trans- 
lated to my Master^s joy. All which I beg for Thine 
Own merit's sake, my only Mediator and Redeemer ; 

F 4 
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to Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be 
ascribed, as is most due, all honour and glory, domi- 
nion and power, thanksgiving and praise, and humble 
adoration, henceforth and for evermore. Amen, 

O Almighty Lord, Who art a most strong tower to 
all them that put their trust in Thee ; to Whom all 
things in heaven, in earth, and under the earth, do 
bow aiid obey, be now and evermore my defence ; and 
make me to know and feel that there is none other 
Nam^ under heaven given to man, in whom, and 
through whom I may receive health and salvation, 
but only the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Unto God*s gracious mercy and protection I com- 
mit myself: Lord, bless me, and keep me: Lord, make 
Thy fac6 to shine upon me, and be gracious unto me : 
Lord, lift up Thy cotmtenance upon me, and give me 
peace both now and evermore. Amen* 




TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 

On the shortness and vanity ofthislifey tvith suppli^ 
. catiomifor pardon and peace at the last. 

]|^AN that is bom of a woman is of few days, and 
full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is 
cut down ; he fleeth alsp as a shadow, and continueth 
not \ 

Man dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up 
the gbost^ and where is he ' ? 

His days are determined ; the number of his months 
are with Thee ; Thou hast appointed his bounds that 
he cannot pass '. 

' Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure 
of ray days, what it is ; that I may know how frail I 

» Job xiv. 1,2. « Ibid, ver 10. * Ibid. ver. 5. 
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am. Behold^ Thou hast made my dars aa a basd- 
lireadth^ and mine age is as nothing before Tbee : 
verily every man at his best state is altogether 
vanity *. 

For a thousand years in Thy sight are but as yes« 
terday, seeing that is past as a watch in the night* 

As soon as Hiou scatterest thetn^ they are even as 
a sleep ^ and fade away suddenly like the grass. 

In the morning it is green and groweth up ) but in 
the evening it is out down^ dried up and wiUiered« 

For we consume away in Thy displeasure, and are 
afraud at Thy wrathful indignation* 

Tliou hast set our misdeeds before Thee, and our 
secret sins in the light of Thy countenance. 

For when Thou art angiy all oor days are gone , 
we bring our years to an end, as it were a tale that is 
told. 

The days of out age are threescore years and ten : 
and though men be so strong that they come to four-* 
score years ; yet is their strength then but labour and 
sorrow; so soon passeth it away, and we are gone ^ 

And now, Lof d, what is my hope i truly my hope 
is even in Thee*. 

I have sinned : what shall I do unto Thee^ O Thou 
preserver of men ^ ? 

I will confess my wickedness, and be sorry for iny 
sin*. 

I said, I will take heed unto my ways, that I offend 
not in my tongue *• 

And keep innocency, and take heed to the thing 
that is right ; for that shall bring a man peace at the 
last ^ 

When Thou with rebukes dost chasten man for sin. 
Thou makest his beauty to consume away, like as. it 
were a moth fretting a garment : every man therefore 
is but vanity '. 

> Psalm xxxix. 4, 5. » Ibid. xc. 4—10. • Ibid, xxxix. a 

* Job viL 20. ' Psalm xxxviii. 18. * Ibid, xxxix. I. 

7 Ibid, xxxvii. Sa » Ibid, xxxix. 12. 
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For man walketh in a vain shadow, and disqoieteth 
himself in vain ; he heapeth up riches, and cannot tell 
who shall gather them • 

, Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with Thine ears con-^ 
sider my calling : hold not Thy peace at my tears. 
For I am a stranger with 1 hee ana a sojourner, as aD 
my others were. O spare me- a little, that I may re- 
cover my strength, before I go hence, and be no more 
seen '• 

For Thou art the God of my strength ^ 

Lord, be merciful unto me : heal my soul, for I have 
sinned against Thee \ 

O remember not against us our former iniquities : 
let Thy tender mercies speedily prevent us '• 

Help us, O God of my salvation, for the gloiy of 
Thy Name : deliver us ; and purge away our sins for 
Thy Name's sake '. 

Deal bountifully with Thy servant, that I may live, 
and keep Thy word '. 

O teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom ^. 

Let me die the death of the righteous ; and let my 
last end be like his '. 

The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of lan- 
guishing : Thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness. 

send out Thy light and Thy trutli ; let ihem lead 
me, let them bring me unto Thy holy lull and to Thy 
tabernacles ^*. 

Remember not, Lord, mine offences &c. p. 102. 
Lord have mercy upon m^ &c. p* 102. 
Our Father ^ Which art in heaven &c. 

1 Psalm xxxix. 7* ' Ibid. ver. 13^16. • Ibid, xliii. t. 

* Ibid. xli. 3, 4 * Ibid. Ixxix. & • Ibid. ver. 9. 

f Ibid. cxix. 17. * Ibid. xc. 12. • Numb, xxiii. 10. 

>« Psalm xliii. 3. 
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Prayer for the forgiveness of our sins^ and a happy 

death, 

O MOST merciful God, Who according to the mul- 
titude of Thy mercies dost so pat away the sins of 
those that truly repent, that Thou rememberest them 
no more, open Thine eye of mercy upon me Thy 
servant who most eamesUy desire pardon and forgive- 
ness. Renew in me, most merciful Father, whatso- 
ever hath been decayed by the fraud and malice of 
the devil, or by my own carnal will and frailness : 
preserve and continue me in the unity of the Church: 
accept my humiliation and contrition: increase my 
faith. And forasmuch as I put my full tn^t only in 
Thy mercy in Christ Jesus my Lord, impute not unto 
me my fonner sins; but strengthen me with Thy 
Blessed Spirit, that I may live the residue of my life 
to Thee, and be an instrument of Thy glory by serv- 
ing Thee faithfully, and doing good in my generation. 
And when Thou art pleased to take me heaee, tid^e 
me unto Thy favour, through the merits of Thy dearly 
beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen^ 

Prayer for peace and comfort in the hour o^ death* 

O Almighty Lord, Father of mercies, and God of 
all comfort, our only help in time of need, I beseech 
Thee likewise to accept the devout prayers and sup- 
pUcations which I now offer up to Thy Diviufe Ma- 
jesty with respect to the time of my greatest extremity, 
the last and most important conflict of my life. Do 
Thou then^ O Lord, look graciously upon Thy ser- 
vant, and visit me with Thy salvation ; send me help 
from above, and deliver me from the snares and ter- 
rors of the wicked one : sustain my agonies with the 
peaceful comforts of a quiet conscience, and of recon- 
ciliation with Thee my God. Lord, as Thou bringest 
me nearer to Thyself^ so let my love and my desires 
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of Thee be stronger. And O that it may please Thee 
in Thine abundant mercy to afford me some sweet 
foretaste of future bliss, that I may triumph even in 
death itself. 

But if in this I know not what I ask, yet at least 
suffer not my faith to be shaken, nor Thy loving- 
kindness to fail. And however Thou dealest vrith this 
corruptible body, let my soul, I beseech Thee, be 
precious in Thy sight ; and the more the outward man 
decays, strengthen me so much the more continually 
with Thy grace and Holy Spirit in the inner man. 
Give me unfeigned repentance for all the errors of my 
life past, and stedfast faith in Thy Son Jesus ; that 
my sins may be done away by Thy mercy, and my 
pardon sealed in heaven before I go hence and be no 
more seen. 

In Thy inercy, O Lord, I put my foil trust ; in Thy 
mercy alone, and in the merits and sufferings of my 
cracified Saviour. So fit and prepare me, I beseech 
Thee, for the hour of death, that my dep&rture hence 
may be in peace and in Thy favour, and my soul may 
be received into those heavenly habitations, where the 
souls of them that sleep in the Lonl Jesus enjoy per- 
petual rest and felicity ; and that at the resurrection 
of the just my body m^y be reunited to my soul, and 
fashioned like unto Christ's glorious body ; and I may 
be admitted into the ereriasting kingdom of glory ; 
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, 
'Inline only Son, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

O Almighty Lord, Who art &c. p. 104. 

Unto God's gracious mercy &c. p* 104. 
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WEDNESDAY ArTERNOON. 

TTie uncertainty of the time of our death : life and 
immortality brought to light through the Gospel : 
th^ judgment of the last day universal. 

I MUST work the works of Him that sent me while 
it is day K 

Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the 
land of darkness, and the shadow of death. A land 
of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of 
death, without any order ; and where the light is as 
dallmess^ 
- The night cometh when no man can work*. 

Man also knoweth not his tinle : as the fishes that 
are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are 
caught in a snare, so are the sons of men snared in 
an evil time when it falleth suddenly upon them *. 

He said^ I will say to my soul, soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up fin* many years ; take thine ease, 
eat, dnnk, and be merry. But God said unto him, 
thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee, then whose shall those things be which thou 
hastpix)vided^? 

God, Thou knowest my foolishness, and my sins 
are not hid from Thee \ 

Remember, I beseech Tbee, that Thou hast made 
me as the clay ; and wilt Thou bring me into dust 
again *" ? 

1 would seek unto God, and unto God would I 
commit my cause ^. 

Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him 
For He hatib said, I will never leave ihee nor for- 
sake thee "• 



i» 



1 John ix. 4. > Job x. 20—22. * John ix. 4. 

> Ecclefi. ix. 12. • Luk« xii. 18. « Luke xii. 19, 2QL 

' PMlm Ixix. 6. « Job X. 9. " Ibid. v. S. 

w Ibid* xili. U. »> Heb. xiii.5. 
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The Lord killeth, and maketh alive ; He bringeth 
down to the grave, and bringeth up ^ 

God is our God for ever and ever : He will be our 
guide even unto death '. 

What time I am afraid I will trust in Thee '. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with 
me ; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me \ 

For I know Whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that day ^ 

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy call- 
ing, not according to our works, but according to His 
own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began ; but is now made mani- 
fest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel '• 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive ^ 

For God so loved the world that He gave His 
Only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life ^. 

And this is the Father's wiU Which hath sent Me, 
that of all which He hath given Me I should lose no- 
thing, but should raise it up again at the last day'. 

I am He that liveth, and was dead ; and behold, I 
am alive for evermore, Amen ; and have the keys of 
hell, and of death ''. 

Death is swallowed up in victory ". 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God, and the books were opened ; and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life : and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works. And the sea 

1 1 Sam. iL 6* > Psalm zlviit 14. ' Ibid. IvL 3. 

* Ibid, xxiii. 4. » 2 Tim. L 12. • Ibid. ver. 9, 10. 

' 1 Cor. XY. 22. • John iii. 16. > Ibid. vi. 39. 

i« Rev. i 1& ^M Cor. xv. 54. 
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gave up the dead which were in it, and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which were in them ; and they 
were judged every man according to their works. 
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire \ 

And whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire '. 

The fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death ^. 

Sut he that overcometh shall inherit all things; 
and I will be his God, and he shall be My son \ 

Remember not. Lord, mine offences &c, p. 102, 

Lord have mercy upon me &c. p. 102. 

Our Father, Which art in heaven &c. 

Prayer for a blessed departure out of this life ; and 
for spiritual strength and comfort in the hour of 
death* 

O Almighty God, with Whom do live the spirits 
of just men made perfect, after they are delivered 
from their earthly prisons ; I humbly commend my 
sinful soul into Thy hands as into the hands of a 
faithfiil. Creator and most merciful Saviour, most 
humbly beseeching Thee that it may be precious in 
Thy sight. 

Wash it, I pray Thee, in the blood of the Lamb 
Which was slain to take away the sins of the world ; 
that whatsoever defilement it may have contracted in 
the midst of a miserable and naughty world, through 
the lusts of the flesh or the wiles of Satan, being purged 
and done away, it may at its departure out of the body 
be presented pure, and without spot before Thee. 

And grant, O Lord, that the daily spectacles of 



1 Rev. XX. 12—14. ' Ibid. ver. 16. 

* Ibid. xxi. 8. * Ibid. ver. 7* 
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mortality I see may incline me serioasly to consider 
how frail and uncertain my condition Ib ; and teach 
me so to number my days that I may apply my heart 
to that holy and heavenly wisdom whUst I live here, 
which will in the end bnng me to life everlasting. 

And O Thou Who art our only help in time of 
needy strengthen me, I beseech Thee, in my last ago- 
nies : and as my strength decays let my pains wear 
off; but when my strength fails, O let not my faith 
fail : even in death enable me to trust in Thee. 

Deliver me from all violent disorders of a troubled 
fancy, or painftd delusions of my ghostly enemy. O 
let him not be able to disturb or terrify me, or any 
way prevail against me. Have me in Thy custody^ O 
Holy Father ; for nothing can take me out of Thy 
hands. Givo Thy holy angels charge to stand about 
me, to guard and receive my soul at my departure ; 
and to conduct and carry it to the blessed receptacles 
of rest and peace. 

If it be Thy gracious will, O Lord, make my pains 
short, and my death easy. But if Thou hast other- 
wise ordered, Thy blessed will be done ; only give me 
patience to bear, and spiritual comforts under what- 
ever Thou art pleased to lay upon me, and in Thine 
own appointed time make my death a passage to a 
joyful resunection unto a blessed and eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Almighty Lord^ Who art &c. p. 104. 

Unto God's gracious mercy &c. p. 104. 



THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 

ITie certainty of deaths and of a general resurrection 

unto eternal life. 

There is a time to be bom, and a time to die \ 

. . . • * £ccles. iii. 2. 
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I know that Thou wilt bring me to death, and to 
the house appointed for all living \ 

When a few years are come^ then I shall go the 
way whence I shall not return *. 

If I wait, the grave is mine house : I have made 
my bed in the darkness. 

All flesh shall perish together ; and man shall turn 
again unto dust . 

Man being in honour abideth not*. 

Out days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is 
none abiding '• 

What man is he that lireth and shall not see death? 
Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave *? 

He shall go to the generation of his fathers : they 
shall never see the light ^ 

They are laid in the grave: death shall feed on 
them ; and their beauty shall consume in the grave 
from their dwelling ". 

But Ood will redeem my soul from the power of 
the grave ; for He shall receive me ^ 

ll^erefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth ; 
my flesh also shall rest in hope ^^ 

For I know that my Redeemer Kveth, and that He 
shall stand at the latter dav upon the earth : and 
though after my skin worms destroy this body ; yet in 
my flesh shall I see Ood ". 

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and the 
life : he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth 
in Me, shall ne\'er die ". 

For to this end Christ both died, and rose and re- 
vived, that He might be Lord both of the dead and 
living **. 

For He must reign till He hath put all enemies 

» Job XXX. 23. ' Ibid. xvi. 22. » Ibid, xxxiv. 15. 

* Paalm xlix. 12. » 1 Chroti. xxix. 1ft. - • Psal. Ixxxix. 48. 

7 Ibid. xlix. 19. » Ibid. ver. 14. • Ibid. ver. 14, 16. 

*• Ibid. xvi. 9. " Job xix. 26, 26. »» John xi. 25, 20. 

" Rom. xiv. 9. 
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under His feet The last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death ^ 

O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is 
thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the 
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
Which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ «. 

Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like imto His glorious body, according to 
the working whereby He is able to subdue all things 
unto Himself. 

For if we believe that Jesus died, and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with Him*. 

For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God ; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with 
the Loid \ 

Kemember not Lord mine offences &c. p. 102, 

Lord have mercy upon me, &c. 102. 

Our Father, Which art in heaven &c. 

Prayer for grace so to live^ that we may give a joy^ 
ful account in the day of judgment. 

O Almighty and eternal God, the Creator of all 
things, Who hast made my days upon earth as it were 
a span long, and mine age even as nothing in respecjk 
of Thee ; give me grace, I humbly beseech Thee, to 
live under such a constant sense of my mortality, and 
oi the ^ortness and uncertainty of this present life, 
that death may never surprise me in an hour when I 
am not aware ; but being always provided with oil in 
my lamp I may be ready, whenever the Bridegroom 

» 1 Cor. XV. 26, 26. » Ibid. ver. 56-57. ' Phil. iii. 21. 

* 1 Thess. iv. 14. » Ibid. iv. 16. 17. 
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shall come, to enter with Him into the marriage feast; 
and may receive a blessing among those Who watch 
and wait for the coming of their Lord ; to Whom, 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 

Prayer for grace to prepare our souh for the society 
of glorified spirits in heaven, 

O ETERNAL 6od, with Whom do live the spirits 
of them that depart hence in the Lord ; and with 
Whom the souls of the faithful, after they are deli* 
Tered from tbe burden of the fledi, are in joy and feli- 
city ; I give Thee humble and hearty thanks for that 
it hath pleased Thee to vouchsafe us so clear a reve- 
lation of life and immortality by Thy Son Jesus 
Christ : and I most humbly beseech Thee to give me 
grace in this my day of trial and probation to fit my**' 
self for the employment of eternity, bv weaning my 
heart from the things of this world, and by setting my 
affections on things above, and having my conversa- 
tion in heaven; that when I put off this frail body my 
soul may be immediately brought into the blessed so- 
ciety of just men made perfect, and readily join with 
them in singing praises and halleligahs to Thee for 
ever and ever ; through Thine only Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

O Almighty Lord, Who art &c. p. 104. 

Unto God's gracious mercy &c. p. 104. 



FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 

ITie troubles and afflictions of this life, Tlie duty 
and blessedness of patience and perseverance to the 
end, 

O DEATH, how bitter is the remembrance of thee 
to a man that liveth at rest in his possessions, to the 



lid Office ^ Daily Devotion* 

man that bath nothing to vex him, and that hath pros-^ 
perity in all things ^ 

Although affliction Cometh not forth of the dust ; 
neither doth trouble i^yring out of the ground; yet 
man is bom unto trouble as the sparks fly upward ^ 

For what hath man of all his labour, and of the 
vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured un4et 
the sun ? For all his days are sorrows, and his travel 
grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night'. 

All things are full of labour : man cannot utter it ^. 

Sore travail hath God given to the sons of man, to 
be exercised therewith '. 

But my son, despise not the chastening of the 
Lord; neither be weary of His correction. For 
whom the Lord loveth, He ccarecteth; even as a fa- 
tfaer the son in whom he delighteth^ 

If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you aa 
with sons ; for what son is he, whom the Father chas«» 
tenethnot'? 

Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous ; nevertheless, afterward it yields 
eth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby '. 

Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will 
of God commit the keeping of their souk to Him in 
well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator '. 

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and there shall no torment touch them ^*. 

Though they be punished in the sight of men ; yet 
is their hope full of immortality : and having been a 
little chastised, they shall be greatly rewarded ; for 
God proved them, and found them worthy for Him- 
self". 

Then shall the righteous man stand in great bold- 



» Ecclus. xli. 1. » Job V. 6, 7- * Eccles. ii. 22, 23. 

* Ibid. i. 8. » Ibid. ver. 13. « Prov. iii. 11, 12. 

' Heb. xii. 7- " Ibid. xii. 11. » 1 Pet. iv. 19. 

i« Wisd. iii. 1. " IWd. ver. 4, 5. 
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nesd before the face of such as ba^e afflicted him^ and 
toade no account of his labours \ 

And they repenting, and groaning for anguish of 
spirit, shall say within themselves ', 

What hath pride profited us ? or what good have 
riches with our vaunting brought us? All those 
things are passed away like a shadow, and as a post 
that hasted by '. 

But the righteous live for evermore : their reward 
also is with the Lord ; and the care of them is with 
the Most High. Therefore shall they receive a glo- 
rious kingdom, and a beautiful crown frc»n the Lord's 
hand ; for with His right hand shall He cover them, 
and with His arm shall He protect them \ 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation ; for 
when he is tried he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord bath promised to them that love 
Him*. 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father *. 

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament ; a)id they that turn many to rigbte* 
ousness, as the stars for ever and ever ^ 

Litany consisting of deprecations and petitions re- 
specting the time of our sickness and death. 

Remember not, Lord, mine ofiences, nor the of- 
fences of my forefathers ; neither take ihou venge- 
ance of our sins : spare me, good Lord ; spare thy 
servant whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy most 
precious blood, and be not angry with me for ever. 

Spare me, good Lord. 

From the guilt and burden of my sins : from the 
sting and terrors of conscience ; firom the illusions and 



» Wisd. V. 1. » Ibid. ver. 3. ' Ibid. ver. 8, 9. 

* Ibid. ver. 15, 16. * Jam. i. 12. • Matt. xiii. 43. 

' Dan. ziL 3. 
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assaults of my ghostly enemy ; and from the bitter 
pains of eternal death, 

Good lA)rd, deliver me. 

From all impatience, and repining at Thy chastise- 
ments; from dejection of spirit, and distrust of Thy 
mercies ; from the fear of death ; and from such ex- 
tremity of sickness, anguish, or agony, as may any way 
withdraw my mind from Thee, 

Good Lordj deliver tne. 

By Thy manifold and great mercies; by the all- 
sufScient merits of Thy Blessed Son J^sus Christ; by 
His agony and bloody sweat ; by His bitter cross and 
passion ; by His glorious resurrection and ascension ; 
by His continual intercession for us at Thy right 
hand ; and by the graces and comforts of the Holy 
Ghost, 

Good Lordj deliver me. 

In all the changes and chances of this mortal life ; 
in the day of prosperity, and in the day of adversity ; 
in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment, 

Good Lardy deliver me, 

I wretched sinner do beseech Thee to hear me, O 
Lord God ; and that it may please Thee to look upon 
me with the eye of Thy mercy ; to give me comfort, 
and sure confidence in Thee; and in all my dangers 
and necessities to stretch forth the right hand of Thy 
Majesty to help and defend me, and to keep me in 
perpetual peace and safety ; 

I beseech Thee to hear me, good Ijord, 

That it may please Thee to remember me with Thy 
favour; and to give me grace so to follow the good 
examples of Thy servants departed this life in Thy 
faith and fear, that with them I may be partaker of 
Thy heavenly kingdom ; 

/ beseech Thee to hear me , good Lord. 

That it may please Thee to sanctify to me all Thy 
fatherly corrections; and to grant that, whensoever 
Thou shalt be pleased to cast me on the bed of sick- 
ness, the sense of my weakness may add strength to 

2 
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my faith, and seriousness to my repeptance ; and 1 
may so take Thy visitation, that after this life ended 
I may dwell with Thee in life everlasting ; 

/ beseech Tliee to hear me^ good Lord. 

That it may please Thee to give me an entire re- 
signation to Thy blessed will ; to wean my affections 
from things below ; and to fill me with ardent desires 
after heaven ; and finally to make me a partaker of all 
Thy blessings and promises in Christ Jesus ; 
/ beseech Tliee to hear me^ good Lord. 

That it may please Thee to fill my soul with such 
a comfortable sense of reconciliation with Thee my 
God ; that when Thou shalt call me to walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I may fear no evil^ 
but may lay me down in peace, and when I awake up 
I may be satisfied with Thy presence in Thy glory ; 
/ beseech Thee to hear me^ good Lord* 

That it may please -Thee to give Thy holy angels 
charge over me to assist me in my last conflict, and to 
conduct my soul into the blessed society of Thy saints 
in paradise ; there to rest in joy and peace, till Thou 
shalt vouchsafe to my body a part in the blessed resur* 
rection to life and glory ; 

/ beseech Thee to hear me^ good Lord. 

Son of God, I beseech Thee to hear me. 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sins of the 
world, 

Grant me Thy peace. 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sins of the 
world. 

Have mercy upon me, 

Christ, hear me, 

Lard^ have mercy upon me. 
Christy have mercy upon me. 
Lardy have mercy upon me. 
Our Father, Which art in heaven &c. 

1 HUMBLY beseech Thee, O Father, mercifully to 
look upon my infirmities ; and for the glory of Thy 
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Name turn firom me all tbose evils that I most rigbte* 
ously bare desen^ed ; and grant that in all my troubles 
I may put my whole trust and •confidence in Tbj^ 
mercy^ and evermore serve Thee in holiness and pure- 
ness of living, to Thy honour and glory, through our 
only Mediator and Advocate, Jesns Christ 9ui* Lord. 
Amen. 

O God, merciful Father, Who despisest not the 
sighing of a contrite heart* nor the desire of such as 
be sorrowful ; mercifully assist the prayers that I make 
before Thee in all my troubles and adversities when- 
soever they oppress me : and grant that in all Thy dis- 
pensations towards me here on earth I may stedfastly 
look up to heaven,^ and by faith behold the gloiy that 
shall be revealed; and being filled with the Holy 
Ghost may unfeignedly love and bless Thy holy 
Name ; and earnestly desire to be with Thee, O blessed 
Jesus, Who sittest at the right hand of God> and hast 
promised that Thou wilt not leave us comfortless ; 
but wilt send Thy Holy Ghost to comfort us, and to 
Bxalt us unto the same place whither Thou art gone 
before ; Who livest and reignest with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

O Almighty Lord, Who art &c. p. 104. 

Unto God's gracious mercy &c. p. 104. 



SATURDAY AFTERNOON. 

All men equally subject to death — the death of the 
righteous a passage to a glorious immortality — a 
greater degree of glory for those who through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 

Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth ? 
are not his days also like the days of an hireling'. 

' Job yii. 1. 
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We are but of yesterday, and know nothing; be- 
caase onr days upon earth are a shadomr \ 

We dwdl in booses of clay, whose foundation is in 
the dust, which are crushed before the moth \ 

Wise men also die and perish together, as well as 
the ignorant and foolish, and leave their ricbm for 
others'. 

There is no man that hath power over the spirit, to 
retain the spirit: neither hath he power in the day of 
death \ 

He cometh in with vanity, and departeth in dark- 
ness ; and his name shall be covered with darkness *. 

One dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease 
and quiet : his breasts are full of milk, and his bones 
are moistened with marrow. And ano^er dieth in the 
bitterness of his soul, and never eateth with pleasure. 
They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms 
shall cover them ^. 

But I said, O my God, take me not away in the 
midst of mine age ; as for Thy years, they endure 
throughout all generations. 

Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the founda- 
tion of the earth ; and the heavens are the work of 
Thy hands. 

They shall perish, but Thou shalt endure ; they all 
shall wax old as doth a garment; and as a vesture 
shalt Thou change them, and they shall be changed ; 
but Thou art the same, and lliy years shall not 
fail. 

The children of Thy servants shall continue; and 
their seed shall be established before Thee ^ 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
His saints % 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy '. 

And their inheritance shall be for ever '% 

1 Job viii. 9. * Ibid. iv. 19. < PsaL xlix. 10. 

* Eccles. yiii. & • Ibid. vi. 4. • Job xxi. 23—26. 

1 PsaL cu. 24— 2S. • Ibid exvi. 16. • Ibid, cxzvi. 5^ 

!• Ibid, xxxvu. 18. 
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I will ransom them from the power of the grave : I 
will redeem them from death : O deatli^ I will be th j 
plagues ; O grave, I will be thy destruction ^ 

And .when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall 
receive a crown of glwy that fadeth not away *. 

I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo<- 
ple, and tongues stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands ^. 

These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before 
the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in 
His temple : and He That sitteth on the throne shall 
dwell among them ^. 

The same shall be clothed in white raiment ; and I 
will not blot out his name out of the book of Ufe, but 
I will confess his name before My Father, and before 
His angels \ 

To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me 
in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with My Father in His throne *. 

Kemember not. Lord, mine offences, p. 102« 

Lord have mercy upon me &c. p. 102. 

Our Father, Which art in heaven &c. 

Prayer for a blessed death. . 

O ETERNAL and everliving God, Who didst at 
first breathe into man the breath of life; and when 
Thou takest away that breath he dies, and is turned 
again to his dust ; look with pity, I beseech Thee, 
upon me Thy sinful creature ; and let Thy good Spirit 
work in me whatsoever Thou seest wanting to fit and 
prepare me for the time of my dissolution. 

*m 

i Hos. xiii. 14. - M Pet. v. 4. ' » Rev.vii. 9. 

* ibid. vii. 14, 15. . *. Ibid. iii. d. « Ibid. ver. 21. 
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Give me that sincere and earnest repentance, to 
whieh Thou hast piDmised m^rcy and pardon* Wean 
my heart from the >irorld, and all its fading vanities ; 
and make me to pant after those more excellent and 
durable joys which are at Thy right hand for ever. 
Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance 
upon me : and in all the pains of my body, and all 
the agonies of my spirit, let Thy comforts refresh my 
soul, and enable me patiently to wait till my change 
come. 

And grant, O Iiord, that when my earthly house 
of this tabernacle is dissolved, I may have a building 
of Grod, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens; and that for His sake, Who by His precious 
death hath purchased for all true believers a sure and 
certain title to everlasting life, Jesus Christ, Thine 
only Son our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer fm- a joyful resurrection. 

O MERCIFUL God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who is the resurrection and the life ; in Whom 
whosoever believeth shall live, though he die ; and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in Him, shall not die 
eternally ; I meekly beseech Thee, O Father, to raise 
me from the death of sin unto the life of righteous- 
ness, that when I shall depart this life I may rest in 
Him, as all Thy faithful departed do ; and that at the 
general resurrection in the last day I may be found 
acceptable in Thy sight, and receive the blessing 
which Thy well-beloved Son will then pronounce on 
all that truly love and fear Thee, saying, come ye 
blessed children of My Father , inherit the kingdcm^ 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world : 
Grant this, I beseech Thee, O merciful Father, through 
Jesus Christ our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen* 
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Thanksgiving for all departed this life in the faith 

and fear of God, 

J BESEECH Thee likewise, O Lord, to accept my 
unfeigned thanks and praises to Thy Divine Majesty 
for the graces and virtues Thou bast wrought in Thy 
saints, and by them bestowed upon Thy church from 
the beginning of the world, who by their lives and la- 
bours have shone as lights in their generations ; such 
as were the holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles, mar- 
tyrs, and confessors ; and for whom, with all other 
Thy servants, our fathers and brethren, who have de- 
parted this life with the seal of faith, and do now re4St 
in the sleep of peace, I praise and magnify Thy glo- 
rious Name ; most humbly desiring that I may so fol- 
low their good examples, that I may together with 
them attain to the resurrection of the just, and have 
my perfect consummation both of soul and body in 
Thy kingdom of glory, through Jesus Christ our Ix)rd* 
Amen. 

O Almighty Lord, Who art 8lc. p. 104. 

Unto God's gracious mercy &c. p. 104, 



END OF THE OFFICE OF DAILY DEVOTION. 



SUPPLEMENT. 



PRAYERS TO BE USED UNDER SPECIAL CIRCUM- 
STANCES. 



By parents on hehdlf of their children. * From Bishop 

Taylor. 

O ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, Who hast 
promised children as a reward to the righteous, and 
hast given them to me as a testimony of Thy mercy, 
and an engagement of my duty ; be pleased to be a 
Father unto them, and give them healthful bodies, 
understanding souls, and sanctified spirits, that they 
may be Thy sen^ants and Thy children all the days 
of Uieir life. Let a great mercy and providence lead 
them through the dangers, and temptations, and igno** 
ranees of their youth ; that they may never run into 
folly, and the evils of an unbridled appetite. So order 
the accidents of their lives, that by Thy restraining 
grace their duty to Thee may be secured in the midst 
of a crooked and untoward generation : and if it seem 
good in Thine eyes, let me be enabled to provide 
conveniently for the support of their persons, that they 
may not be destitute and miserable at my death ; or if 
Thou shalt call me off by a more timely summons, let 
their portion be Thy care, mercy, and providence over 
their bodies and souls, that Uiey may never live a 
vicious life, nor die a violent or untimely death ; but 
let them glorify Thee here with a free obedience and 
the duties of a whole life, that when they have served 
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Thee in their generation, ' they may be co-heirs with 
Christ in the glory of Thine eternal kingdom, through 
the Same our Lord Jesus Christ Amen. 



On the return of a birth-day^ or the heginning of a 
new year. From Dr. Johnson. 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Whose hands 
are life and death, by whose will all things were cre- 
ated, and by Whose providence they are sustained,,! 
Thine unworthy servant return Thee most humble 
and hearty thanks for that Thou hast given me life, 
and that Thou hast continued it to this time ; that 
Thou hast hitherto forborne to snatch me away in the 
tnidst of sin and folly, and hast permitted me still to 
enjoy the means of grace, and vouchsafed to call me 
5'et again to repentance. Grant, O merciful Lord, 
that Thy call may not be vain; that my life may 
not be continued to increase my guilt, and aggravate 
toy account, and that Thy gracious forbearance may 
not harden my heart in wickedness. Let me remem- 
ber, O my God, that as days and years pass over me, 
I approach nearer to the grave where there is no re- 
pentance ; and gi'ant that by the assistance of Thy 
Holy Spirit I may so pass through this life, that T may 
obtain life everlasting, for the sake of our Blessed 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



On behalf of a sick friend. IVom the New Manttal. 

, O ALMIGHTY God, the help of all that put their 
trust in Thee, incline Thine ear to me, who desire to 
make my prayer and supplication in behalf of Thy 
servant now lying on the bed of sickness. Look 
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uponliim, 1 beseech Thee, with pity and comps^ssion ; 
be favourable and gracidus unto him according to his 
need, and the multitude of Thy tender mercies in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In submission to Thy most wise disposal, I implore 
Thee to abate his distemper, to ease his pains, and to' 
restore him in Thy due time to health and strength : 
but however Thou shalt be pleased to deal with his 
corruptible body, yet let his soul be ever precious in 
Thy sight ; wash it, O Lord, in the blood of Thy 
blessed Son, that so cleansed from all defilements it 
may be presented pure and spotless before the throne 
of Thy grace. 

O give him a right discerning of the things which 
belong unto his peace ; enable him to finish the great 
work which he has to do ; give him true repentance of 
an his sins, aiid a firm reliance on Thy most gracious 
promises : and grant him that peace of God which 
passeth all understanding. Fit him, O Lord, I pray 
Thee, for living, and for dying, for whatever in Thy 
wise and righteous providence Thou hast designed for 
him: and if Thou hast determined that this sickness 
shall be a sickness unto death, prepare him, O mer- 
cifiil God, by Thy grace for Thy blessed Self, and 
grant him a safe and comfortable passage out of this 
world to that which is infinitely better, through the 
merits and mediation of Thy blessed Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



To be used if there appears little hope of his recovery. 

From the New MarnuiL 

O Lord, we pray Thee, raise up Thy power, and 
come among us, and with great might succour Thy 
servant now languishing in great weakness of body. 
Look with mercy on him, who in our eyes is drawing 
near the time, of his dissolution. Perfect, .0 Lord, 

g4 



128 Frmij/ers id be used 

his rep^itance, and mak^ it effectual through the 
blood of the ever-blessed Jesus. For Christ s sake 
pardon all the enors of his past life, that he may come 
to his great change without guilt, and that he niay 
feel its approach without fear. O graJDit that through 
the valley of the shadow of death he toay look to the 
bright regions of eternal bliss, in a well grounded as- 
siurance of reconciliation with Thee. But whether 
Thou seest fit to give him such a foretaste of happi- 
ness, yet, O merciful Grod, take him not out of this 
world until Hiou hast fitted and prepared him €ot a 
better, that when he goes forth to meet the Bridegroom, 
he may not find the door for ever shut against him. O 
Lord, with Thee nothing is impossible — ^if Thou wilt. 
Thou canst even yet raise him up, and grant him a 
longer continuance amongst us — nevertheless, notour 
will but Thine be done : into Thy hands we desire to 
commit him : to Thy mercies in Christ Jesus we com* 
mend him. O Lord, hear his prayers, and the prayers 
of all his friends for him : support him in his last ago- 
nies ; strengthen him under all his weaknesses ; visit 
him with the strong consolations of the Holy Spirit; 
and finally receive him into the blessed society of 
saints imd angels, there to love, and praise, and ad(»^ 
Thee to all eternity, through die merits of Thy be- 
loved Son, Jesus Christ ttie righteous. Amen and 
Amen. 



Prayer to be said in the beginning of a sickness. 

From Bishop Taylor, 

O ALMIGHTY God, merciful and gracious. Who in 
Thy justice and mercy didst send sorrow and tears, 
sickness and death into the world as a punishment 
for man^s sins, and hast comprehended all under sin and 
this sad covenant of sufferings, not to destroy us, but 
that Thou mightest have mercy upon all, making Thy 
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justice to minifi^rlo mev(ff^ short afflictions to an 
Qternai w^iglit-of glory : as Tbou^liast turned my sins 
into sidmessy so turp my sickness, tpf the advantages 
of holiness md religion, of mercy and pardon, of faith 
an4 hope, of gprace and gloiy* Th^ hast now called 
me to the fellowship of sufiln^ngs ; Lgtd, by the in* 
strbment of reli^on . let my present condition be so 
sanctified^ that my '^siiffeipings msy be upited to the 
sufferings o( piy- ^aviouri that so Thou mayest pity 
me and assist me« . ReKeve my sorrow, and support 
my spirit : direct my thoughts^ sind sapc)ify the acci* 
dente of my sicloiew, that the papishment of my sin 
may be the school of virtue : in which, since Thou 
hast now entered me, liord, I pray Thee, make me a 
holy proficient; that I may behave myself as a son 
under discipline, humbly and obediently, evenly and 

enitently, and may copne by ibis means nearer imto 
lee f that if I shall go forth of this sickness by the 
gate of life and health, I may return to the world with 
great strength of spirit to run a. new race of a stricter 
holiness, and a more severe religion : or if I pass from 
hence by the outlet o( deaths I may enter into the bo* 
sem of my Lord, and may feel the present joys of a 
certain hope of that seaof pleasures, in which all Thy 
saints and servants shall be comprehended to eternal 
ages. Grant this, for Jesus Christ's sake, our most 
Blessed Lord ai^d Saviour. Amen. 



Act qf resignation, to he said by a sick person in all 
the evil accidents qf his sickness. From Bishop 
Taylor. 

ETERNAI^ God, Thou, hast made me and sus- 
tained me, Thou hast blessed me in all the days of 
my life, and hast taken care of me in all variety of ac- 
cidents. Nothing happens to me in vain, nothing 
witbovt Thy providence ; and I know Thou smitest 
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Thy servants in mercy, and with designs of the i^at-* 
est pitj in the world. Lord, I humbly lie down under 
Thy rod; do with me as Thou ploasest; do Thou 
choose for me, not only the whole state and condition 
of my being, but every little and great accident of it* 
Keep me safe by Thy grace, and then use what in-* 
strument lliou pleasest of bringing me unto Thee« 
Lord, I am not solicitous of the passage, so I may ob« 
tain Thy heavenly kingdom. Only^ O Lord, remem-> 
ber my infirmities ; and let Thy servant rejoice in Thjee 
always; and feel, and confess, and glory in Thy good- 
ness. O be Thou as delightful to me in this my me-> 
dicinal sickness and correction, as ever Thou wast in 
any of the dangers of my prosperity : let me not neev- 
ishly refuse Thy pardon at the rate of a severe disci* 
pline, I am Thy servant and Thy creature, Thy pur- 
chased possession and Thy son : I am all Thine : 
and because Thou hast mercy in store for all that trust 
in Thee, I cover mine eyes, and in silence wait fo^ 
the time of my redemption. Amen* 



Holy resolution o/* amendment of life in case o/reco* 
very. From Bishop Taylor. 

O MOST just and most merciful Lord God, who 
hast sent evil diseases, sorrow and fear, trouble and 
uneasiness, briars and thorns into the world, and 
planted them. in our houses, and round about our 
dwellings, to keep sin from our souls, or to drive it 
thence ; I humbly beg of Thee that this my sickness 
may serve the ends of the Spirit, and be a mesisenger 
of spiritual life, and instrument of reducing me to more 
religious courses. I know, O Lord, that I am un- 
ready and unprepared in my accounts, having thrown 
away great portions of my time in vanity, and set my- 
self hugely back in the accounts of eternity ; and I 
had need live my life over again, and, liyeit better: 
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but Thy counliels are in the great deep, and Thy foot* 
steps in the mighty waters : and I know not what 
Thou wilt determine of me. If I die, I desire to 
throw myself into the arms of the holy Jesus^ Whom 
I lore above all things : for Thou wilt not reject those 
that love Him ; but if I recover I will live by Thy 
grace and help to do the work of God, and passion- 
ately pursue my interest of heaven, and serve Thee id 
the labour of love, with the charities of a holy zeal; 
and the diligence of a firm and humble obedience; 
Lord, I will dwell in Thy temple, and in Thy service ; 
religion shall be my employment, and alms shall be 
my recreation, and patience shall be my rest, and to 
do Thy will shall be my meat and drink, and to live 
shall be Christ, and then to die will indeed be gain* 

O spare me a little that I may recover my strength^ 
that I may redeem my time before I go hence and be 
no more seen. Thy will, O Lord, be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Amen.. 



Prayer for pardon of sins, to be said in all the portions 
0/'old age, and under protracted sickness. From 
Bishop Taylor^ 

O ETERNAL and most gracious Father, I humbly 
throw myself down at the foot of Thy mercy-seat, 
upon the confidence ofThine essential mercy, in hum^ 
ble reliance on my blessed Saviour's merits, and on 
Thy commandment that we should come boldly to the 
throne of grace, Ihat we may find merey in time of 
need, O my God, hear the prayers and cries of a 
sinner, who calls earnestly for mercy. Lord, my needs' 
are gseater than all the degriees of my desire can be ; 
and unless Thou hast pity upon me, I perish infinitely 
and intolerably. But, O Lord, in mercy deliver my 
soul. O save me for Thy mercies' sake. 

O just wd holy God, my sins are innumerable, 
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they are upon my soul in multitudes, they are a bur* 
then too heavy for me to bear ; they already bring 
sorrow and sickness, shame, guilt and a decaying 
spirit, a sense of Thy present ^isplensnr^ and fear of 
worse, of infinitely wx>rse* But it is to Thee so essen- 
tial, so desired by Thee to shew mercy, that although 
my sin be very great, and my fear proportionable ; yet 
Thy mercy is infinitely greater than all the world, and 
my hope and my comforts rise up in proportions to- 
wards it, that I tnuBt none shall be ever able to reprove 
it, nor my own weakness discompose it Lord, Thou 
hast given Thy Son to die for the pardon of my sins ; 
Thou hast given me Thy Holy Spirit to consign their 
remission by the seal of adopticm : Thou hast, notwith- 
standing all my sins, still continued to invite me to 
conditions of lUe by Thy ministers and prophets ; and 
Thou hast with variety of holy acts softened my spirit, 
and possessed my fancy, and instructed my under- 
standing, and bended and inclined my will, and di- 
rected or over*ruled my passions in order to repentance 
and pardon : and why should not Thy servant beg 
passionately, and humbly hope for the effects of all 
these Thy strange and miraculous acts of long-snfler- 
ing mercy and loving-kindness ? Lord, I deserve it 
not, but I will hope for Thy pardon of all my sins, and 
beg it of Thee for Jesus Christ's sake, Whom Thou 
hast made the great endearment of Thy promises, and 
the foundation of our hopes, and the mighty instru- 
ment whereby we may obtain of Thee whatsoever we 
need and can receive. 

O my God, how shall Thy servant be disposed to 
receive such a favour, which is so great that the ever« 
blessed Jesus did die to purchase it for us. — ^Lord, I 
do from my soul forgive all that have sinned against 
me : O forgive me my sins, as I forgive them that 
have sinned against me. Lord, I confess my sins 
unto Thee daily, by the accusations and secret acts of 
conscience ; and if we confess our sins. Thou hast 
called it a part of Thy justice to forgive us our sins, 
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and to cleanse us from all tumghteousness. — ^Lord, 
in Thee do I put mj tnist ; and Thou art ever gracious 
to them that put their trust in Thee. — ^I call upon 
my God for mercy ; and Thou art always more ready 
to hear than we to pray. But all that I can do, and 
all that I am, and all that I know of myself, is nothing 
but sin, and infirmity, and misery : therefore I go 
forth of myself, and throw myself wholly into the arms 
of Thy mercy through Jesus Christ, and beg of Thee 
for ELis death and passion's sake, by His resurrection 
and ascension, by all the parts of our redemption, and 
Thine infinite mercy, in which Thou pleasest Thyself 
above all the works of the creation, to be pitiful and 
compassionate to Thy servant in the abolition of all 
my sins : so shall I praise Thy glories with a tongue 
undefiled, and a heart purged by Thy grace, acquitted 
by Thy mercy, and absolved by Thy sentence, from 
generation to generation. Amen. 



On engiiging in a new pursuit From Dr, Johman. 

O God, Who hast ordained that whatever is to be 
desired should be sought by labour, and Who by Thy 
blessing bringest honest labour to good effect, look 
with mercy upon my studies and endeavours. Grant 
me, O Lord, by Thy Holy Spirit, to design only what 
is lawful and right ; enable me to shun sloth and neg- 
ligeoce, that every day may discharge part of the 
task which Thou hast allotted me; and so further 
with Thy help that labour, which without Thy help 
must be ineffectual, that I may obtain in my under- 
taking such success as will most promote Thy glory, 
and the salvation of my own soul, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ Thine only Son, our Lord. Amen. 
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On undertaking a journey. From Bishop Taylor • 

O ALMIOHTY God, Who fiUest all things with Thy 
presence, aiid art a God afar off as well as near at 
handj be pleased to guide me in my journey, pre- 
serving, me from all perils and dangers, from sudden 
and sad accidents. Prosper my journey to Thy glorjr 
and to all my innocent pxuposes, and preserve me 
from all sin, that I may return in peace and holiness, 
with Thy favour and Thy blessing, and may serve 
Thee with thankfulness and obedience all the days 
of my pilgrimage : and at last bring me to Thy hea- 
venly kingdom, to dwell in Thy presence, and to sing' 
Thy praises to all eternity, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



For a blessing on the tise of medicine. From Bishop 

Taylor^ 

O MOST blessed and eternal Jesus, the great physi- 
cian of our souls, the sun of righteousness arising with 
healing in Thy wings, Who disposest every great and 
little accident to the gloiy of God, and to the com- 
fort of them that loye and serve Him, be pleased to 
bless the ministry of Thy servant the physician in 
order to my ease and health, direct his judgment, 
prosp^' the medicines, and dispose the chances of my 
sickness fortunately, that I may feel the blessing and. 
loving-kindness of the Lord iu the «ase or prevention 
of pain, and the restitution or preservation of health, 
and being restored to the society of the living and to 
Thy solemn assemblies, I may praise Thee and Thy 
goodness secretly, among the faithful, and in the con* 
gregation of Thy redeemed ones, here in the outer 
courts of the Lord, and hereafter in Thine eternal 
temple. Amen. 
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Against wandering thoughts in our devotions. From 

Bishop Taylor^ 

Almighty God, Who hast commanded us to pray 
tmto Thee without ceasing, and hast added many glo- 
rious promises for our encouragement, let Thy Holy 
Spirit teach us how to pray ; give me just apprehen- 
sions of my wants, zeal for Thy glory, great thank- 
fulness for Thy mercies, and love of all' spiritual em- 
ployments that are pleasing unto Thee ; and do Thou 
help my infirmities that the devil may not abuse my 
fancy with illusions, nor distract my mind with cares» 
nor alienate my thoughts with impertinencies; but do 
Thou, Lord, give me a present mind, great devotion, 
a heart fixed upon Thy divine perfections, and an ac- 
tual intention and perseverance in my prayers, that 
I may glorify Thy Name, do unto Thee true and laud- 
able service, and obtain relief for all my necessities. 
Hear me, Q King of heaven, when I call upon Thee, 
for Thou hast promised mercy to them that pray in 
the Name of our Lord and Saviour^ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



Against unquiet and perplexing thoughts. From 

Dr. Johnson. 

O LoHo^ my Maker and Protector, Who hast gra- 
ciously sent me into this world to work out my salva- 
tion, enable me to drive from me all such unquiet and 
perplexing thoughts as may mislead, or hinder me in ^ 
the practice of those duties which Thou hast required. 
When I behold the works of Thy hands, and con-» 
sider the course of Thy providence, give me grace 
tdways to remember that Thy thoughts are not my 
thoughts, nor Thy ways my ways. And while it shall 
please Thee to continue mein this world, where much 



186 Pf0feK8 to Im u$e4 

is to fee 4one and Utile U> be koowB, teach me by Thy 
Holy S^t to witibdraw my mind from unprofitable 
and dangerous inquiries, from diflSculties vainly curi- 
ous, and doubts impossible to be solved. Let me re- 
joice in the light which Thou hast imparted ; let me 
serve Thee with active zeal and humble confidence, 
and wait vilih p^itient expectation for the time, in 
which Uie soul which Thou receivest shall be satis- 
fied with knowledge. Grant this> O Lord, for Jesus 
Christ's sakefv Amen. 



Deprecation of a particular evil. From the New 

Manual. 

O God, our refiige and strength, Who art a pre- 
sent help in trouble, look with pity upon me, I most 
humbly beseech Thee. Thou dost not afflict wil- 
lingly, nor grieve flie children of men ; to Thee there- 
fore., O my God, do I direct my supplication, and 
look up. I know, O Lord, that Thy judgments are 
right, and that Thou of very faithfiilness dost cause 
us to be troubled ; upon Thee, therefore, and the mul- 
titude of Thy mercies in Christ Jesus my Lord, do I 
rest all my hopes and all my fears. O let it be Thy 
good pleasure, blessed Lord, I humbly and earnestly 
pray Thee, to turn firom me the evils most justly due 
unto my sins: nevertheless, not as I will but as Thou 
wilt: H10U9 Lord,, correctest in mercy and for my 
profit, let Thy Uessed will therefore be my choice 
>and satisfaction ; and in all the dispensations of Thy 
providence give me tlie consolations and support of 
Thy Holy Spirit; and if Thou rather seest fit to visit 
me wtAx the evil I so justly fear, grant me to feel and 
know, lliat in improving Thy &&erly corrections to 
the gracicms ends fot which caaly they are sent, these 
light afflietioos which aie but for a moment shall 
work ovt for me a far more exceeding and eternal 
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weight c^ gloiy, throug;h the all-prevailing anerits and 
meoiation of my bleaaed Saviour and Redeeater, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



Far holiness of inieniion* From Bishop Taylor. 

O ETERNAL God, Who ha£t made all things for 
man, and hast made man for Thy gloiy, sanctify I 
pray Thee, my body and soul, my thoughts and in* 
tentionSy my words and actions, that whatever I shall 
think, or speak, or do, may be by me designed to 
the glorification of Thy Name, and by Thy blessing 
may be effective and successful in the work of God. 
Lord, let no pride or self-seekii^, no impure mixture 
or unhandsome purposes pollute my spirit, or unhal* 
low any of my words and actions ; but let my body 
be a sitvmt of my spirit, and both body and spirit b^ 
servants of Jesus Christ, that doing all things for Thy 
gloiy here, I may for His sake be partaker of Thy 
glory hereafter. Amen. 



In a storm of thunder, lightning, 8fc. From the New 

Manual. 

O GREAT and glorious God, Who sendest forth 
Thy commandment upon earth, and Whose word run- 
neth very swiftly, how wonderftil art Thou in Thy 
works, how terrible in Thy doings towards the chil- 
dren of men ! Thou That makest the ;thunder, and 
cansest the vapours to ascend firom the ends of the 
earth, making lightnings for the rain, and bringing 
the winds out of Thy treasures, — ^fire and hail, snow 
and vapours, wind and storms ftdfil Thy word. Thy 
voice, O Lord, is a glorious voice — but frail and sinful 
man cannot hear it without trembling and fear. Be 
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Thou, O Lord, our protector in dl danger, and pre- 
serre us from the terrors of the storm. O let it not be 
a messenger of Thy wrath, but rather let it minister 
in Thy mercy to the refreshment of the air, and the 
fruitfiilness of the earth. 

We know, O Lord, that Thy judgments are just, 
and that we for our sins do worthily deserve to be 
punished, for we have broken Thy covenant and neg- 
lected Thy commandment; but, O Lord, we are 
heartily sorry for our misdoings, and earnestly desire' 
to repent and turn unto Thee. Thy voice, O Lord, 
is a glorious voice — when Thou speakest, O let not 
man be inattentive, but let us all awaken from carnal 
security, and arise from the sleep of sin and death; 
Let not the salutary impressions we now feel of Thy 
povrer, and glory, and goodness wear away, but make 
them to sink deep into our hearts — a«d by the opera-^ 
tionof Thy Holy Spirit effectually to work in us such 
a fear and love of Thee, that we loving Thee above 
all things may above all things fear to offend Thee, 
so that in the great and temble day, when the ele- 
ments shall melt with fervent heat, we may, through 
the merits of the full, perfect, and sufficient satisfac- 
tion made upon the cross for all our sins, mercifully 
be pardoned, and for our blessed Saviour's sake gra- 
ciously accepted* Amen. Amen, 



Thanksgiving for a special blessing. From Bishop 

Taylor. 

O Lord God, Father of mercies, fountain of com- 
fort and blessing, of life and peace, of plenty and par- 
don. Who fillest heaven with Thy glory and earth 
with Thy goodness, I give Thee the most earnest and 
most humble returns of my glad and thankful heart, 
for that Thou hast refreshed ine with Thy coi^fort, 
and eolu'ged me with Thy blessing — ^for besides the 
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blessings of all mankind, the blessings of nature, and 
the blessings of grace, the support of every minute, 
and the comfort of every day. Thou hast opened Thine 
hand, and at this time hast poured out an excellent 
expression of Thy loving-kindness upon me Thy 
most unworthy servant in — [^here name the blessing J^ 
Thou, Lord, hast not only spared me when I de- 
served punishment, but hast distinguished me by this 
and many other special acts of grace and favoiur. 
enlarge my heart with thankfulness, and fill my moiith 
with praises, that my returns of love and duty may 
bear some proportion to Thy marvellous lovjing^kind- 
ness and mercy ; and grant me grace to improve all 
Thy blessings to the ends for which they are be* 
stowed, even to the setting forth of Thy glory, and 
setting forwaxd my own salvation. $ind the g:oQd; of 
others, through the merits and mediation of our bless- 
ed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. AfHen. 
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FOR THE USE OF THE CLERGY. 



The ^ties of the Clergy,— ^as set forih in the Holy 
ScriptoTes,--^are 

1. to have liie heart affected with an ardent love of 
Christ, and a zealons concern for the salrvtion of 
sonls: 

2. to apply seriouidy and constantly to the stady of the 
Holy Scriptures ; and to teach nothing as reqmxed 
of necessity to eternal salration, but what may be 
concluded and prored by them : 

3. to give diligent heed to instruct the people com- 
mitted to their charge in the principles and duties 
of Christ's holy Religion : 

4. to live suitably to the sacredness of their character, 
that they may be wholesome patterns to the flock 
of Christ 

The considerations proper to excite and dispose to 
a conscientious attendance on the duties of the Mi- 
nistry, are — 

1. the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls : 

2. the examples of the holy apostles : 

3. the great reward promised to those who discharge 
the pastoral duties faithfully: 

4. the severe punishments that will be inflicted on 
them that are negligent or remiss in any part of 
their office. 
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First duty — to have the heart affected &c« 

Jesus saith to Simon Peter, SimoQ, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou Me more than these ? He saith unto Him, 
yea. Lord; Thon knowest that I love Thee. He saith 
unto him, feed My lambs. He saith to him again the 
second time, Simon, son of Jcmas, lovest thou Me ? 
He saith unto Him, yea. Lord ; Thou knowest that I 
love Thee. He saith unto him, feed My sheep. He 
saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou Me ? Peter was grieved beeause He said 
unto him the third time^ lovest Ihou Me, and he said 
unto Him, Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou 
knowest that I love Thee. Jesu« saith onto hin^ feed 
My sheep \ 

Pi'eaeh the wocd ; be instant in season, out of sea- 
son ; reprove, rebuke^ exhovt with aU long>*sufS»ring 
and doctrine '. 

But though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to 
glory of: for necessity is laid upon me ; yea, woe is 
unto me if I preach not the gomoel. For if I do this 
thing willingly, I have a reward : but if against my 
will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto 
me. What is my reward then ? Verily, that when I 
preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ 
without charge, that I abuse not my power in the 
gospel. For though I be free from all men; yet have 
I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the 
more. And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I 
might gain the Jews : to them that are under the law, 
as under the law, that I might gain them that are nnder 
the law ; to them that are without law, as without law 
(being not without law to God, but under the law to 
Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law* 
To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the 
weak : I am made all things to all men, that I might 

» John xxi. 15—17. * 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
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by all means save some. And this I do for the gos* 
pel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you \ 

For' I seek not yours, but you '. 

For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto 
you'. 

For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of un- 
cleanness, nor in guile : but as we were allowed of 
God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we 
^^ak, not as pleasing men, but God Which trieth 
our hearts. For neither at any time used we flatter- 
ing words, as ye know ; nor a cloke of covetousness ; 
God is witness *. 

So, being affi^ctionately desirous of you, we were 
willing to have imparted unto you not the gospel of 
God only, but also our own souls because ye were 
dear unto us ^. 

Ye ar« witnesses, and God also, how holily and 
justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among 
you that believe. As ye know how we exhorted and 
comforted and charged every one of you, as a father 
doth his children, that ye would walk worthy of God, 
Who hath called you unto His kingdom and glory ^. 

And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; 
though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be 
loved ^ 



2. — to apply seriously and constantly &c. 

• 
. I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with exr 
cellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you 
the testimony of God : for I determined not to know 
any thing among you save Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in 
fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and 

' ^ I Cor. ix. 16—23. » 2 Cof. xii. 14. « i xhess. ii. 1. 
* Ibid. ver. 3—6. * Ibid. ver. 8. « Ibid. ver. 10—12. 

I 7 2 Cor. xii. 1&. 
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m^ preaching was not whh enticing words of ilian's 
wisdom, but in demonstration of tbe Sfurit and of 
power; that your faith should not stand in the wisdom 
of men, but in the power of God ^ 

I have planted, ApoUos watered; but God gave the 
increase ^ 

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: 
and every man shall receive his own reward accord- 
ing to his own labour : for we are labourers together 
with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's 
building. According to the grace of God which is 
given unto me, as a wise master-builder I have laid 
&e foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But 
let every man take heed bow he buildeth thereupon* 
For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. Now if any mux build upon 
this foundation gold, silver, precious st<mes, wood, 
hay, stubble, every man's work shall be made mani- 
fest ; for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire ; and the fire shall try every man*s 
work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a re- 
ward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall 
suflfer loss : but he himself shall be saved ; yet so as 
by fire*. 

But continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them ; and that from a child thou 
hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
conrection, for instruction in righteousness ; that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto 
all good works . 

Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of 



» 1 Cor. ii. 1—5. ' Ibid. iii. 6. 

» Ibid. ver. 8—16. * 2 Tim. iii. 14—17. 
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our Lord, nor of me His prisoner ; but be thou par- 
taker of the afflictions of the goqpel, according to the 
power of God *. 

Hold fast the form of sound words which thou hast 
heard of me^ in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus* 
That good thing which was committed unto thee keep, 
by the Holy Ghost Which dwelleth in us^ 

If 9SXJ ntaa teach otherwise, and consent not to 
wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to god- 
liness; he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting 
about questions and strifes of words, wherecrf* cometh 
envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse dispute 
ings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
truth, supposing that gain is godliness. FrcHn suck 
withdraw thyadf '• 

. Keep that which is conunitted to thy trust, avoid- 
ing profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of 
science falsely so called *. 

But speak thou the things which become sound 
doctrine . 

In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good 
works : in doctrine shewing uncormptness, gravity, 
ancerity, sound i^eeeh that cannot be condemned : 
that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of yon '• 

Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doc- 
trine'. 

Meditate upon these things, give thysdf wholly to 
them, that thy profiting may appear to ail. Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto thy doctrine ; continue in 
them : for in doing this, thou shalt bodi save thyself 
and them that hear thee \ 

» 2 Tim. i. 8. » Ibid ver. 13, 14. » 1 Tim. vi. 3—6. 

♦ Ibid. wr. 20. « Tit, ii. 1. • Ibid, ver, 7, 8. 

f 1 Tim. iv. 13. « Ibid. ver. 16, 16. 
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S.-^^ ffive diUffeni h0ed ta inatmct &c. 

Let a. man so aooouoi of ua eb of the ministers of 
Chnst^ and stewards of the mysteries of God. More>- 
over. it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful \ 

A^ every oaan hath received the gift, evep so minis- 
ter the same one to another, as good ste.waids of th^ 
manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God : if any man minister, let 
him do it as of the ability which Gt>d giveth : that God 
10 all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ ^ 

Far unto every one of us is given grace according 
to the messure of the gift of Christ ^ 

And He gave some, apostles ; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ i till 
w^e all come in the unity of the faith, and of the know- 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the, 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ * : 

Whom we preach, warning every man, and teach- 
ing every man in all wisdcnn ; that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus *. 

Having Uien gifts differing according to the grace 
that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of faith ; or ministry, let 
us wait on our ministering : or he that teacheth, on 
teaching ; or he that exhorteth, on exhcurtation : he 
that giveth, let him do it with simplicity ;. he that 
ruleth, with diligence * : 

Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been 
taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both 
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers ^. 



» 1 Cor. W. 1, 2. * 1 Pet iv. 10, 11. » Eph. iv. 7- 

* Ibid ver. 11— 1 a » Cor. i. 2a • Rom. xii. 6—8. 

f Tit L 9. 
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Whose mouths must be stopped ; who subvert whole 
houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy 
lucre's sake *. 

Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be 
sound in the faith *. 

But speak thou the things which become sound 
doctrine . 

These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with 
all authority. Let no man despise thee ^* 

And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, nei- 
ther be afraid of their words, thcmgh briers and thorns 
be with thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions ; 
be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at thdr 
looks, though they be a rebellious house. And thou 
shalt speak My words unto them, whether they wiU 
hear, or whether they will forbear *• 

Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace thi^ 
is in Christ Jesus *. 

Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ^. 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, aworic- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth '. 

Flee also youthful lusts ; but follow righteousness, 
faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart. But foolish and unlearned ques^ 
tions avoid, knowing that they do gender stnfes^ 
And the servant of the Lord must not strive ; but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient ; in meek- 
ness instnicting those that oppose themselves ; if God 
perad venture will give them repentance to the acknow;-* 
ledging of the truth '. 

I Tit i. 11. a Ibid. ver. 13. * Ibid. ii. 1. 

* Ibid. ver. 15. » Ezek. il 6, 7- • 2 Tim. ii. 1. 

7 Ibid. ver. 3. « Ibid. ver. 16 » Ibid. ver. S»— 25. 
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4. — to live suitably to the sacredness &c. 

Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity \ 

Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost 
his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thence- 
forth good fpr nothing but to be cast out, and to be 
troddeti under foot of men. Ye are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick ; and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father Which is in heaven *• 

Behold, thou makest thy boast of God, and knowest 
His will, and approvest the things that are most ex- 
cellent, being instructed out of the law ; and art con- 
fident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light 
of them which are in darkness, an instructor of the 
foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of 
knowledge and of the truth in the law. Thou there- 
fore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself ? 
thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou 
i^teal? thou that sayest a man should not commit 
adultery, dost thou commit adultery ? thou that ab- 
horrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege '. 

Can the blind lead the blind ? shall they not both 
fidl into the ditch ? The disciple is not above his 
Master : but every one that is perfect shall be as his 
Master. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam that is 
in thine own eye i Either how canst thou say to thy 
broker, brother, let me pull out the mote that is in 
ihine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye ? Thou hypocrite, cast out 
first the beam out of tbine own eye ; and then shalt 

» i tim-iv. 12. « Matt. ▼. 13—16. » Rom. ii. 17—22. 
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thou see clearly to pull out the mote that is in thj 
brother's eye \ 



First consideration proper to excite and dispose to 
a conscientious attendance on the duties of the mi- 
nistry — the example of our Lord Jesus Christ &c« 

Jesus went about all the cities and villages teach- 
ing in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing every sickness and Qvery 
disease among the people. But vrhen He saw the 
multitudes, He was moved with compassion on them, 
because they fainted, and were scattered abroad as 
sheep having no shepherd. Then saith He unto His 
disciples, the harvest truly is plenteous, but the la- 
bourers are few ; pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His 
harvest *. 

And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the 
house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and 
sat down with Him and His disciples. And when 
the Pharisees saw it, they said unto His disciples, 
why eateth your Master with publicai^s and siuiners 7 
But when Jesus heard that, He said unto them, they 
that be whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick. But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will 
have mercy, and not sacrifice : for I am not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance '• 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Esaias the prophet, saying, behold My Servant Whom 
I have chosen ; My Beloved, in Whom My soul is well 
pleased : I will put My Spirit upon Him, and IJe 
shall shew judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not 
strive, nor cry ; neither shall any man hear His voice 
in the streets. A braised reed s^all He not break, 

k Luk;e vi. 3a*.42. > Matt. ix. 3(^—38. « Ibid, ver, 10*-13. 
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and smoking flax shall He not quench, till He send 
forth judgment unto victory ^ 

For the Son of man is come to save that which was 
lost*. 

I am the good Shepherd: the good Shepherd giveth 
His life for the sheep ^ 

I am the good Shepherd^ and know my sheep, and 
am known of Mine. As the Father knoweth Me, 
even so know I the Father : and I lay down My life 
for the sheep ^. 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. Ye are My friends, if 
ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call 
you not servants ; for the servant knoweth not what 
his lord doeth : but I have called you friends ; for all 
things that I have heard of my Father, I have made 
known unto you. Ye have not chosen Me, but I 
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should re- 
main ; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in 
My Name, He may give it you. These things I com^ 
mand you, that ye love one another. If the world 
hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated 
you. If ye were of the worid, the world would love 
his own : but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto' 
you> the servant is not greater than his Lord : if they 
have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you : if 
they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also *. 

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes 
to heaven, and said. Father, the hour is come ; glorify 
Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee ^ 

I have glorified thee on the earth ; 1 have finished 
the work which Thou gavest Me to do \ 

I have manifested Thy Name unto the men which 

» Matt. xiL 17—20. » Ibid.xviii. 11. » John x. 11. 

♦ Ibid. ver. 14, 16. » Ibid. xv. 13—20. • Ibid. xvii. 1. 

7 Ibid. ver. 4. 
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Tbou gavest me out of the world : Thine they were^ 
and Thou gavest them Me ; and they have kept Thy 
word *. 

For I have given unto them the words which Thou 
gavest Me; and they have received them, and have 
known surely that I came out from Thee, and they 
have believed that Thou didst send Me \ 

And now I am no more in the world; but these are 
in the world, and I come to Thee, Holy Father^ 
keep through Thine own Name those whom Thou 
hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 
WhUe I was with them in the world, I kept them in 
Thy Name : those that Thou gavest me I have kept, 
and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition ; 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled. And now come 
I to Thee ; and these things I speak in the worlds 
that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves* 
I have given them Thy word; and the world hath 
hated them because they are not of the world, event 
as I am not of the world. I pray not that Thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou 
shouldest keep them firom the evil ^. 

Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is 
truth. As Thou hast sent me into the world, even 
so have I also sent them into the world. And for 
their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the tnith. Neither prayl for these 
alone ; but for them also which shaU believe on me 
through their word ; that they all may be one ; as 
Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that Uiey 
also may be one in Qs ; that the world may believe 
that Thou hast sent me. And the glory which Thou 
gavest me I have given them ; that they may be one, 
even as We are One ; I in them, and Thou in Me, 
that they may be made perfect in one ; and that the 
world may know that Thou hast sent me, and hast 
loved them as Thou hast loved me. Father, I will 

1 John xvii. ver.6. a ibid, ver.8. » Ibid. ver. 11—16. 
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that they also whom Thou hast given me be ivith 
me where I am, that they may behold my glory 
which Thou hast given me : for Thou lovedst Me 
before the foundation of the world. O righteous 
Father, the w<»rld hath not known Thee ; but I have 
known Thee, and these have known that Thou hast 
sent me. And I have declared unto them Thy Name, 
and will declare it: that the love wherewith Thou 
hast loved me may be in them, and I in them \ 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling, consider the Apostle and High-priest of our 
profession* Christ Jesus ; who was faithful to Him 
that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all 
his house '. 

2. — the examples of the holy Apostles, 

Pai^l sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the 
church. And when they were come to him, he said 
unto them, ye know from the first day that I came 
into Asia after what manner I have been with you at 
all seasons, serving the Lord with all humility of 
Blind, and with mlnj tears, and temptations which 
befel me by the lying in wait of the Jews : and how I 
kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but 
have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, and 
from house to house, testifying both to the Jews, and 
also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold^ I 
go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing 
Uie things that shall befall me there: save that the 
Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that 
bonds and aifiictions abide me. But none of these 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy^ 
and the ministry which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus^ to testify the gospel of the grace of God, 

^ John xvii. 17—26. ^ Heb. iii. I, 2. 
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And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom 
I have gone preaching the kingdom of Ood, shall see 
my face no more. Wherefore I take you to record 
this day, thiat I am pmre from the blood of all men : 
for I hare not shimned to declare nnto you all the 
counsel of God. Take heed therefore unto your- 
selres, and to all the flock over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God which He hath purchased with His own blood. 
For I know this, that after my departing shall griev- 
ous wolves enter in among you, not spanng the flock. 
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 
Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of 
three years I ceased not to warn every one night and 
day with tears. And now, brethren, I commend you 
to God, and to the Word of His grace. Which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among 
all them which are sanctified. I have coveted no 
man's silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves 
know that these hands have ministered tmto my ne- 
cessities, and to them that were with me. I have 
shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought 
to support the weak, and to remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how He said, it is more blessed to 
give than to receive *. 

We then, as workers together with Him, beseech 
you also that ye receive not the grace of God in 
vain '. 

Giving no ofience in any thing, that the ministry 
be not blamed : but in all things approving ourselves 
as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afllic- 
tions, in necessities, in distresses^ in stripes, in impri- 
sonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fast- 
ings ; by pureness, by knowledge, by long^sufiering, 
by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 
by the word of truth, by the power of God, by flie 

I Acts XX. 17-^36. * 2 Cor. vi. 1. 
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armour of righleousness on the right hand and on the 
lefti by honour and dishonour, by eril report and 
good report : as deceivers and yet true ; as unknown 
and yet well known ; as dying and» behold, we live ; 
as chastened, and not killed ; as sorrowful, yet alway 
rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many rich ; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things/. 

Now thanks be unto God, Which always causeth 
us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the sa- 
vour of His knowledge by us in every place. For we 
are unto God a sweet savour of Christ in them that 
are saved, and in them that perish : to the one we are 
the savour of death unto death ; and to the other the 
savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for 
these things ? For we are not as many which cor- 
rupt the word of God : but as of sincerity, but as of 
God, in the sigbt of God speak we in Christ^. 

Tlieiefore seeing we have this ministiy, as we have 
received mercy, we faint not; but have renounced the 
hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by 
manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to 
every man's conscience in the sight of God ^ 

For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus* sake. 
For God, Who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed ; we are perplexed, but not in de-^ 
spair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, but 
not destroyed ; always bearing about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our body. For we which 
live are alway delivered unto deatih for Jesus' sake, 

» 2 Cor. vi. 3—10. » Ibid. ii. 14—17. * Ibid. iv. 1, 2. 
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that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our mortal flesh \ . -. 

I speak as coBcenHUg reproach, as though we had 
been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever anj is bold, (I 
speak foolishly,) I am bold also. Are they Hebrews? 
so am L Axe they Israelites? so am I. Are ih^. 
the seed of Abtahain ? so am I. Are they ministerB:. 
of Christ ? (I BOQ»k as a fool) I am more^. ia labonrxL l 
more abundant, in stripes above measof^ in prisans 
more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews fire times 
received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten 
with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered ship- 
wreck, a night and a day I have been ixi thede«p y in 
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils erf rob- 
bers, in perils by mine own countrymen, ia perils by 
the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wil- 
derness^ in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren ; in weariness and painfulness, in watohings 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fieustinga often, in cold- 
and nakedness. Besides those things that are wi&- 
out, that which Cometh upon me daily, the care of all 
the churches. Who is weak> and I am not weaikie. 
who is offended, and I bum not ? If I must needs * 
glory, I will glory of the things that concern mine in*- 
firinities. The God and Father of our Lord Jesna: 
Christ, Which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I ^ 
lie not ^ 

Brethren, be followers together of. me, and mark 
them which walk so as ye have us'for an ensample^ '.; 
: Remember them ^hich ha^-e the rule o^*^ you, who 
have spoken unte you the word of Qod ; whose faith 
follow, considering the end of their conversation \ .; 

t» S Cor. iv. «— 1 1 . * 2 Ccsr. xt 21—31 . > Phi!, iil. 17. - 

, * Heb. xiii. 7- 
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3. — the great retvard promised to those who discharge 
the pastoral duties faithfuUy. 

The elders which -are among you I exhort, who am 
also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ) 
and idso a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed % 
feed the flock oi God which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly ; not 
for fildiy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being 
lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the 
flock. And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a orown oi glory that fadeth not away • 

I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand* I hare fought a good fight, I 
have finislwd my course, I have kept the faith : hence* 
forth there is lidd up for me a crown of righteous* 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give 
me at that day ; and not to me only, but unto all them 
idso that love His appearing ^ 

And many of them that deep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars 
for ever and^ ever*. 

Who then is that faithfiil and wise steward, whom 
Ins lord shall make ruler over his household, to give 
them. their portion of meat in due season? Blessed 
is that servant, whom his Lord when he cometh shaU 
find so doing. Of a truth I say unto you, that he will 
make him ruler over all that he hath \ 

Verily I say unto you, that ye which have followed 
yL&i in the regeneration when the Son of man shall 
sit in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel • 

1 1 Pet ▼. 1—4. » 2 Tim. iv. 6—8. • Dan. xii. 2, S. 

« Luke zii. 42—44. * Matt xix. 28. 
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d.'-^the severe punishments that &c. 

But and if that servant say in his heart, my lord 
delayeth his coming ; and shcdl begin to beat the men* 
servants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be 
drunken ; the lord of that servant will come in a day 
when he looketh not for him ; and at an hour when 
he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will 
appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. And 
that servant, which knew his lord's will and prepared 
not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be 
beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and 
did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten 
with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required : and to whom 
men have committed much, of him they will ask the 
more\ 

O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto 
the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the 
word at My mouth, and warn them from Me. When 
I say unto the wicked^ O wicked man, thou shalt 
surely die ; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked 
from his way, that wicked man shall die in his ini- 
quity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 
Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to 
turn from it : if he do not turn from his way» he shall 
die in his iniquity ; but thou hast delivered thy soul*. 

And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for 
you. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to 
heart, to give glory unto My name, saith the Lord of 
hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will 
curse your blessings ; yea, I have cursed them already 
because ye do not lay it to heart. Behold, I wiU 
corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, 
even the dung of your solemn feasts, and one shall 
take you away with it. And ye shall know that I 

* Luke xii. 45—48. » Ezek. xxxiii. 7—9. 
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ha^e sent this cotomandnient unto you, that My cove- 
nant might be ^ with Levi, saitfa the Lord of hosts. 
Mj oorenant \vaB with him of life and peace ; and I 
gave them to him for the fear, whefewitfa he feared 
Me» and was afraid befttfe My Name. The law of 
tratii was in his moutb,^ and iniquity was not found in 
his lips : he walked with Me in peace and equity, and 
did ttam many aWay from iniquity. 

For the priesf s lips shoula keep knowledge, and 
they should seek the law at bis mouth ; fbr he is the 
messei^er of the Loid of hosts. But ye are departed 
out of tiie way ; ye have caused many to stomble at 
the law ; ye haveconupted the covenant of Levi, saith 
the Lord of hosts. Therefore have I also made you 
contemptilde and base before all the people, according 
as ye have not kept My ways, but have been partial 
in the law \ 

Woe is me for my hiurt, my wound is grievous : but 
I said, triily this is a grief, and I must bear it My 
tri>emacle is spoiled, €md all my cords are broken : 
my children are gone forth of me, and they are not ; 
there is ncme to stretdi forth my tent any more, and 
to set up my curtains. For the pastors are become 
brutish, and have not sought the Lord : therefore they 
diall not piosper, and all dieir flocks shall be scat- 
tered*. 

The priests iJiereof teach for hire, and the prophets 
thereof divine for money : yet will they lean upon the 
Lord, and say, is not the Lord among us ? None evil 
can come upon us. Therefore shall Zion for your 
sake be ploughed as a field ; and Jerusalem shall be- 
come heaps ; and the mountain of the house as the 
high places of the forest \ 

Hius saith the Lord God unto the shepherds, woe 
be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves : 
should not the shepherds feed the flocks ? Ye eat the 
fat, and ye clothe you with the wool ; ye kill them 

» Mai. ii. 1—9. » Jer. x. 19—21. » Mic. iu. 11, 12. 
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that are fed, but ye feed not the flock. The diseased 
hare ye not stsengthendd : neither have ye healed that 
which was sick ; neither have ye bound up that which 
was broken; neither have ye brought again that which 
was driven away ; neither have ye sought that which 
was lost ; but wilh force and with cruelty have ye ruled 
them \ 

Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the 
Lord'. 

' Thus saith the Lord God, behold I am against the 
shepherds ; and I will require My flock at their hand, 
and cause them to cease from feeding the flock ; nei- 
ther shall the shepherds feed themselves any more*. 
• Woe to the idle shepherd that leaveth the flock : 
the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right 
eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right 
eye shall be utterly darkened *. 

Woe be unto the pastors that destroy, and scatter 
the sheep of My pasture ; saith the Lord. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God of Israd, against the pastors 
that feed My people, ye have scattered My flock, and 
driven them away, and have not visited them : behold, 
I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the 
Lord '. 

For both prophet and priest are profime ; yea, in 
My house have I found their wickedness, saith the 
Lord : wherefore, their way shall be unto them as 
slippery ways in the darkness : they shall be driven 
on, ana fall therein ; for I will bring evil upon them, 
even the year of their visitation, saith the Lord*. 
. Ther^re thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning 
the prophets; behold I will feed them with wormwood, 
and make them drink the water of gall \ 

Behold I am against the prophets, saith the Lord *. 
: Behold I, even I will utterly forget you, and I will 
forsake you '• 

» Ezek. xxxiv. 8—4. « Ibid, vet, 7. » Ibid. ver. 10. 

* Zech. 3d. 17. » Jer. xxiii. 1, 2. • Ibid. ver. 11, 12. 

' Ibid. ver. 15. • Ibid. ver. 30. • Ibid. ver. 39. 
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^ And cast you out of My presence ; and I will bring 
an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetusd 
shame which shall not be forgotten ^ 

Grod be merciful to me a sinner ! 

Our Father, Which mi in heaven &o. 



Prayer for the faithful and successful discharge of 

the duties of the ministry • 

Almiohty God, the giver of every good gift, Who 
hast appointed divers orders of ministers in Thy 
church, mercifiiUy look upon me, Thy most unworthy 
servant, whom of Thy divine providence Thou hast 
called to the holy office of the priesthood ; and vouch** 
safe me, I beseech Thee, all those gifts and graces of 
Thy Holy Spirit, which may enable me to perform 
the duties of my important calling, and to discharge 
aright the great trust committed to me in it 

Give me, O Lord, the spirit of knowledge and un- 
derstanding, that I may be apt to teach^ and skilful 
to direct and bring up all those who are under my 
care in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Give me the spirit of wisdom and counsel, that I may 
instruct with meekness, admonish with prudence, re- 
buke with authority, and minister suitable assistance 
to their several necessities. 

Lord, make me diligent and industrious in all parts 
of my sacred function ; that I may give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine ; that I may medi* 
tate on these things, and give myself wholly to them. 
Possess my mind with a just and tender regard for 
those precious souls committed to my charge ; that I 
may watch over them with a faithftil and true heart, 

* Jer. xxiii. 99, 40. 
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as one that must give an account ; that I may do it 
with joy, and not with grief. 

And because the form of knowledge, and of godli- 
ness without the power, will be profitable neither to 
me, nor to those tliat hear me ; grant me Thy grace, 
that I may take heed to myself, as well as to my in- 
structions; that while I teach others I myself may not 
be a cast-away ; but may shew myself in all things a 
pattern of good works, an example to my flock in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity ; that my profiting may appear unto all for their 
edification. 

Neither pray I for myself alone, but for those also 
over whom Thou hast been pleased to appoint me 
Thy minister. Sanctify them^ Holy Father, with Thy 
truth, and preserve them in it ; that not one of them 
may be lost in the day of the Lord Jesus. Make 
them of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord, 
which is the beginning of wisdom ; that they may first 
seek Thy kingdom, and the righteousness thereof. 
And put Thy laws, I beseech Thee, into their minds^ 
and write them in their hearts, that they may all know 
Thee, firom the least to the greatest, and may daily im* 
prove in this saving knowledge. Give them a ready 
apprehension and a retentive memory, that they may 
receive and keep all profitable instruction ; and a dili* 
gent and tractable disposition, that they may observe 
and practise them. 

O Lord, bless and prosper our joint endeavours : 
and grant that after an honest and fidthfiil discharge 
of our respective duties, in that state of life which 
Thou hast appointed for us, we may receive the end 
of our faith, even the salvation of our souls ; through 
the merits and mediation of Thy blessed Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



For the use qfihe Clergy^ 161 

Thanksgiving./br the bene/Us of the Christian minis* 
try ; and prayer for grace to fulfil the solemn 
promises made at ordination. 

Almighty God and heavenly Father, Who of 
Thine infinite love and goodness towards us hast 
given Thine Only and beloved Son Jesus Christ td 
be our Redeemer^ and the Author of everlasting life ; 
Who, after He had made perfect our redemption by 
His death, and was ascended into heaven, poured 
down His gifts abundantly upon men, making some 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pas^ 
tors and teachers, to the edifying and making penect 
His church : for these so great benefits of Thine eter<» 
nal goodness, and for that Thou hast vouchsafed to 
call me. Thy most unworthy servant, to the same 
office and ministry ^pointed for the salvation of man- 
kind, I render unto Thee most hearty thanks; I praise 
and worship Thee ; and I humbly beseech Thee by 
the Same Thy blessed Son to grant unto me, and all 
other the pastors of Thy church, that we may con- 
tinue to shew ourselves thankfiil to Thee for these 
and all other Thy benefits; and that we may daily in- 
crease in the knowledge and faith of Thee, and Thy 
Son, by Thy Holy Spirit ; so that as well by us Thy 
ministers, as by tiiose to whom Thou hast appointed 
us to minister, Thy Holy Name may be for ever glo- 
rified, and Thy blessed kingdom enlarged, through 
the Same Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

To this end grant, I beseech Thee, that I and all 
others who minister in holy things may be mindfiil of 
the dignity of our office, and of the many great and 
solemn engagements we brought ourselves under, 
when we were admitted into it. 

Grant that we may always have imprinted in our 
remembrance, how great a treasure is committed to 
our charge ; that the church and congregation whom 
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we serve is no less than the spouse and body of 
Chrii^t, His sheep whom He purchased with Hi^ 
deaths and for whom He shed His blood upon the 
cross. 

Grant that, duly considering the vast importance of 
this our trust) we may give faithful diligence always 
60 to minister the doctrine, and sacraments, and dis- 
cipline of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded; and 
may teach the people committed to our care with aU 
diligence to keep and observe the same. 

Grant that we may be ready with all futhful dili- 
gence to banish ana drive away all erroneous and 
strange doctrines contrary to Thy word ; and to use 
both public and private monitions and exhorta- 
tions, ais well to the sick as to the whole within our 
cure, as need shall require, and as occasion shall be 
given. 

Grant that we may be diligent in prayer, and in 
reading the holy Scriptures, and in such studies as 
help to the knowledge of the same ; laying aside the 
study of the world and the flesh. 

Grant that we may be diligent to frame and fashion 
our own selves and our families according to the doc- 
trine of Christ ; and to make both ourselves and them, 
as much as in us lies, wholesome examples and pat- 
teiiis to the flock of Christ, 

Grant that we may maintain and set forward, as 
much as lieth in us, quietness, peace, and love among 
all Christian people ; and especially among them that 
are committed to our charge. 

Grant that we may reverently obey our ordinary, 
and other chief ministers, unto whom are committed 
the charge and government over us; following with a 
glad mind and will their godly admonitions, and sub- 
mitting ourselves to thleir godly judgments. 

Finally, grant that both we and the people commit- 
ted to our care may so faithfully discharge our respec- 
tive duties, that we may continue sound members of 
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Thy church militant here on earth ; and may live eter< 
nally in the society of the church triumphant in heaven, 
singing praises and hallelujahs to the ever blessed and 
glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three 
Persons in one God, world without end. Amen. 
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SECTION I. 

On the lord's day : — ^with a preparatiye for its 
DEVOUT OBSERVANCE both in public and in 
private. 



Preliminary instructions concerning the observance 

of the Lord's Day. 



The dnty of devoutly observing the Christian sah- 
bath, or Lord*s Day, is most strongly enforced by the 
following considerations, drawn from holy Scripture 
and the practice of the primitive Church, viz. 

1. that God, the Mak^^of all things, instituted a 
weekly sabbath, and commanded one day in seven to 
be kept holy in memory of the creation ; p. 168. 

2. that Christ, the Saviour of the world, on the^r^^ 
day of the week finished die work of redemption by 
His resurrection from the dead ; — and that the Jirst 
day, from thenceforth called the Lor^s Day, was, in 
conformity with the doctrine and practice of the 
Apostles, religiously observed by the primitive 
Church; p, 169—171. 

1. That Ood instituted a weekly Sabbath &c. 

On the seventh day God ended His work which 
He had made : and £[e rested on the seventh day firom 
all His work which He had made. And God blessed 
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the seventh day, and sanctified it ; because that in it 
He had rested from all his work, which Ood created 
and made \ 

Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy '. 

Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord 
thy God hath commanded thee. Six days thou shalt 
labour, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is 
the sabbath of the Lord thy God ^. 

Ye shall keep the sabbadi therefore ; for it is holy 
unto you. 

Six days may work be done ; but in the seventh is 
the sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord« 

For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and 
on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed^. 



2. TTtai on the first day Christ Jmished the work 8fc. 
thenceforth called the hordes day* 

Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the 
week. He appeared first to Mary Magdalene '. 

The same day at evening, being the first day of the 
week, when the doors were shut, where the disciples 
were assembled, for fear of the Jews, came Jesus, and 
stood in the midst, and saith unto them, peace be unto 
you*. 

And after eight days again His disciples were with- 
in, and Thomas with them ; then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, peace be 
unto you '. 

Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul preached unto 
them*. 

I was in the Spirit on the Lojd's day % 



> Gen. a. 2, 3. > E«)d. xx. 8. » Peut v. 12—14. 

* iExod. xxxi. 14—17. * Mark xvi. 9- * John xx. 19. 

f Ibid. ver. 26. • Act« xx. 7- * Hev. i. 10. 



170 Preliminary instructions concerning 

If Christ be not raised your faith is vain, ye are yet 
in your sins \ 

We declare unto you glad tidings ; bow that the 
promise which was made unto the fathers, God bath 
fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that He 
hath raised up Jesus again, as it is also written in the 
second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I be- 
gotten Thee '. 

This is the Lord's doing, and it is marrellous in our 
eyes. 

. This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will 
rejoice and be glad in it '. 

The sabbath was made for man, and not man for 
the sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is Lord also 
of the sabbath ^. 

Concerning the collection for the saints, as I have 
given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 
Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, Uiat 
there be no gatherings when I come*. 

Upon the day called Sunday all that live either io 
city or country meet together at the same place, where 
the writings of the apostles and prophets are read, as 
much as time will give leave. When the reader has 
done, the bishop makes a sermon, wherein he in- 
structs the people, and animates them to the practice 
of such lovely precepts. At the conclusion of this 
discourse we fiJl rise. up together and pray. And 
prayers being over there is bread, and wine and water 
offered ; and the bishop, as before, sends up prayers 
and thanksgivings with all the fervency he is able ; 
and the people all conclude with the joyful acclama- 
tion oi Amen. Then the consecrated elements are 
distributed to, and partaken by all that are present, 
and sent to the absent, by the hands of the deacons^. 



» 1 Cor. XV. 17. * Acts xiii. 32, 33. » Ps. cxviii. 22—24. 

* Mark ii. 27, 26. » 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. 

• Justin Mart3rr's Second Apology. — Reeves, p. &8. ' 
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Upon Sunday we all assemble, that being ihejirst 
day in which God set Himself to work upon the dark 
void, in order to make the world; and in which Jesus 
Christ our Saviour rose from the dead. For the day 
before Saturday He was crucified ; and the day after, 
which is Sunday i He appeared to His apostles and 
disciples, and taught them what I have now proposed 
to your consideration \ 



A preparative to the observance of the Lord's day^ 

in public and private. 

The devout reader needs not to be told, that the rest 
of the Christian sabbath is not such a strict ceremo- 
fiial rest as was enjoined the Jews, but purely a reli- 
gious rest, or a cessation from the works of our ordi- 
nary callings to the end that we may have more leisure 
to attend upon God, and the concerns of our souls, iu 
a diligent and conscientious performance of the more 
solemn duties of religion. He will consider likewise, 
that though it is highly fitting that we enlarge om* 
private devotipns on this day^ (God having expressly 
appropriated it to His peculiar service;) yet they must 
never prove an occasion of our neglecting any part ot 
ihe public worship; in a due attendance on which the 
sanctification of ihe Lord's day principally consists. — 
But because ihe benefit we shall receive from our 
public devotions depends, in a great measure, upon 
the preparation of our minds before we enter upon 
them, and this preparation properly belongs to the 
duties of the closet, some passages of Scripture relat- 
ing — to the public worship of God, — and the sacred- 
ness of such places as are set apart for that purpose, — 
are here inserted, together with a declaration of God's. 

^ Justin Martyr's Apology.^Reeves, p. 99. 
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judgments on the profanation of the sabbath, and a 
promise of His blessiqg on its conscientious observ- 
ance. From all which it will most plainly appear, 

1. that the religious observanqe of a sabbath has 
ever been most highly regarded by Almigh^ God ; 
See below. 

2. that it is our indispensable duty to be constant in 
our attendance on the public worship of God in His 
own house ; p. 173. 

3. that God is in a peculiar manner present in plnces 
duly appointed and set apart for religious worship: 
having promised that the prayers which are put up to 
Him there shall always meet with a more gracious and 
ready acceptance ; and be rewarded with larger com- 
munications of his grace and bounty; p. 175. 

4. that our frequenting the public ordinances of re- 
ligion will by no means atone for viciousness or im- 
morality oflife ; inasmuch as all the prayers of the wicked 
are an abomination to the Lord ; and those made by 
them in His house^ being only a more solemn mockery, 
will bring down a curse rather than a blessing; p. 177. 

5. that besides the qualifications necessary to entitle 
our prayers generally to the favour and acceptance of 
G^oc2,(a8 set forth in the office of daily devotions, p. 1.) 
the particular qualifications to render our public de- 
votions acceptable are a gravity and decency of beha- 
viour suitable to the sacredness of the place, and an 
attentive, religious frame of mind, such as becomes 
the tremendous Presence we are in, and the important 
business we are about; p. 178. 



1. Religious observance of a sabbath &c. 

Ye shall keep My sabbaths, and reverence My 
sanctuary : I am the Lord ^ 

1 LeT. xxvi 2. 
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Hallow My sabbatfas> and they shall be a sign be« 
tween Me and you^ that ye may know that I am the 
LiOTd your God ^ 

Every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting 
it, and taketh hold of my covenant; even them will I 
bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in 
My house of prayer ; their burnt-offerings and their 
sacrifices shall be accepted upon Mine altar; for 
My house shall be called an house of prayer for all 
people '. 

If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from 
doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the sab- 
bath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and 
shalt honour Him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own Treasure, nor speaking thine own 
words ; then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord ; 
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of 
the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it'. 



2. Duty of attending public worship &c« 

Take heed to thyself, that thou offer not thy burat- 
ojgerings in every place that thou seest \ 

But unto the place which the Lord your God shall 
choose out of all your tribes to put His Name there, 
even unto His habitation shall ye seek, and thither 
thou shalt come '. 

And when all Israel is come to appear before the 
Lord thy God, in the place which He shall choose ; 
thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hear- 
ing. Gather the people together, men, women, and 
children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, 



1 Ezek. zx. 20. > Isa. Ivi. 6, 1. * Ibid. Ivui. 13, 14. 

« Beut xii. 13. • Deut xii & 
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that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear 
the Lord your God, and observe to do all the .words 
of this law : and that their children which have not 
known any thing may hear, and learn to fear the Lord 
your God, as long as ye live *. 

And many people shall go and say, come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His 
ways, and w^e will walk in His paths *. 

And it came to pass while He blessed them. He 
was parted firom them, and carried up into heaven. 
And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusa* 
lem with great joy : and were continually in the temple, 
praising and blessing God '. 

And all that believed were together \ 

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and vql 
prayers *. 

And they continuing daily with one accprd in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart *. 

Let us consider one another, to provoke unto love, 
and to good works ; not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is ^. 

Peter and John went up together into the temple at 
the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour ^. 

Give thanks, O Israel, unto God the Lord in the 
congregations, from the ground of the heart '. 

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the 
Lord ^ 

Let them exalt Him also in the congregation of 
the people, and praise Him in the assembly of the 
elders". 

As for me, I will come into Thy house in the mulr 

' Deut. xxxi. 11—13. « Tsa. ii. 2,3. » Luke xxiv. 51— 5a 

* Acts ii. 44. « Ibid. ver. 42 • Ibid. ii. 46. 

^Heb. X. 24, 26. » Acts iii. 1. » Psalm Ixviii. 26. 

" Ibid, cxxxiv. 2. " Ibid. cvii. 31, 32. 
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titiide of Thy mercy ; and in Thy fear will I worship 
toward Thy holy temple \ 

I will praise the Lord with my whole heart, in the 
assembly of the upright, and in the congregation '. 

I will declare Thy Name unto my brethren ; in the 
midst of the congregation will I praise Thee '. 

My praise shall be ofHiee in the great congre- 
gation ; I will pay my vows before them that fear 
Him \ 



3. God peculiarly present in places of public wor- 
ship &c. 

The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, speak unto 
the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering : 
of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart, 
ye shaU take my offering ^ And let them make me a 
sanctuary that I may dwell among them ^. 

Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which 
Tfadu hast redeemed; Thou hast guided them in Thy 
strength unto Thy holy habitation '. 

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the 
mountain of Thine inheritance ; in the place, O Lord, 
which Thou hast made for Thee to dwell in ; in the 
sanctuary, O Lord, which Thy hands have estab- 
lished*. 

Now when Solomon had made an end of praying; 
the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the 
burnt-offering and the sacrifices ; and the glory of the 
Lord filled the house '. 

And the Lord appeared unto Solomon by night, and 
said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have 
chosen this place to Myself for an house of sacrifice. 

» Psalm V. 7. 2 Ibid. cxi. 1. » Ibid. xxii. 52. 

* Ibid. ver. 26. * Exod. xxv. 1, 2. • Ibid. ver. 8. 

f Ibid. ver. 13. . » Exod. xv. 17. * 2Chron. vii. 1. 
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If I shut up heaven that there be no rain ; or if I 
command the locusts to devour the land ; or if I send 
pestilence among My people; if My people, which are 
called by My Name, shaJl humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked 
ways ; then vnll I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land. Now Mine eyes 
shall be open, and Mine ears attent unto the prayer 
that is maae in this place. For now have I chosen 
and sanctified this house, that My Name may be there 
for ever ; and Mine eyes and Mine heart shall be there 
perpetually \ 

Jesus saith unto them, again, I say unto you, that 
if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of 
My Father Which is in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered together in My Name, there am I 
in the midst of them . 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place *• 

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost'; and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance ^ 

And the same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand soiUs \ 

The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than aU 
the dwellings of Jacob. 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of 
God*. 

For the Lord hath chosen Zion : He hath desired 
it for His habitation. 

This is My rest for ever ; here will I dwell, for I 
have desired it 

I Tvill abundantly bless her provisions ; I will satisfy 
her poor with bread. 



» 2 Chron. vii. 12—16. » Matt xviii. 19, 20. » Acts il 1. 

♦ Ibid. ver. 4 » Ibid. ver. 41. 

* Fsfilm Ixxxvil 2, 3. 
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I will also clothe her priests with salvation ; and 
her satnts shall shout aloud for joy ^ 

In my trouble I will call upon the Lord, and com- 
plain unto my God. So shall He hear my voice out 
of His holy temple, and my complaint shall come be* 
fore Him ; it shall enter even into His ears '• 

For with Thee is the fountain of life ; and in Thy 
light shall we see light \ 



4* Frequenting public ordinances will net atone &c. 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom : 
give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Go- 
morrah : to what purpose is the multitude of your 
sacrifices unto Me ? saith the Lord \ 

When ye come to appear before Me, who hath re- 
quired this at your hand to tread My courts ? Bring 
no more vain oblations : incense is an abomination 
unto Me : the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot away with : it is iniquity, even 
the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your ap-^ 
pointed feasts My soul hateth : they are a trouble unto 
Me ; I am weary to bear them. And when ye (^xead 
forth your hands, I will hide Mine eyes from you ; 
yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear ^ 

Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and 
swear falsely * ; 

And come, and stand before Me in this house, 
which is called by My Name ^ ? 

Is this house, which is called by My Name, become 
a den of robbers in your eyes ? Behold, even I hate 
seen it, saith thcJLord "• 

Therefore will7&o unto this house, which is called 



> Ptealm cxxxu. 13—16. > Ibid. xvui. 5, 6. > Ibid, xxxvi. B, 9. 
* Isai. i; 10, 11. 5 Ibid. ver. 12—16. • Jercm. wiL 9. 

7 Ibid. viL 10, • Ibid. ver. 11. 
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by My Name, whereiu yetrast, and unto the place 
which I gave to you and to ^our fathers, as I have 
done to Shilob. And I will cast you out of My sight, 
as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole 
seed of Ephraim ^ 

For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded 
them in the day that I brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, concerning bumt-oiSerings or sacrifices: 
but this thing commanded I them, saying, obey My 
voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be My 
people ; and walk ye in all the ways that I have com- 
manded you, that it may be well unto you. But they 
hearkened not, nor inclined their ear ; but walked in 
the counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, 
and went backward, and not forward*. 

Hierefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift 
up a cry or prayer for them ; for I wiU not hear them 
in the time that they cry unto Me for their trouble '. 

For the wickedness of their doings I will drive them 
out of Mine house, I will love them no more ^. 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judg- 
ment ; nor sinners in the congregation of the right-^ 
eous *. 

For Thou art a God That hast no pleasure in wick- 
edness ; neither shall evil dwell with Thee. 

Such as be foolish shall not stand in Thy sight ; for 
Thou hatest all them that work vanity ^. 



5. Particular gravity and decency of behaviour 

statable &c. 

A GLORIOUS high throne from the beg^ning is the 
place of our sanctuary ^* 



. » Jerem. vii. 14, 16. « Ibid. vii. 22—54. » Ibid. xi. 14. 

* Hog. ix. 16. » Psalm i. 5. • Ibid. v. 4, 6. 

^ Jerem. xvii. 12. 
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Thy testimonies aire rery sure : holiness becometh 
Thine house, O Lord, for ever ^ 

Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and over- 
threw the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats 
of them that sold doves ; and would not suffer that 
any man should carry any vessel through the temple : 
and He taught, saying unto them, is it not written, 
My house shall be called of all nations the house of 
prayer ? but ye have made it a den of thieves^. 

Let all things be done decently and in order'. 

For God is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all Churches of the saints^. 

Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you 
not, that ye come together not for the better, but for 
the worse *• 

What ! have ye not houses to eat and to drink in ? 
or despise ye the Church of God, and shame them 
that have not ? What shall I say to you ? Shall I 
praise you in this ? I praise you, not ^. 

Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of 
God ; and be more ready to hear than to give the 
sacrifice of fools ^ 

God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the 
saints ; and to be had in reverence of all them that are 
round about Him^ 

Honour and majesty are before Him ; strength and 
beauty are in His sanctuary. 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His Name ; 
bring an offering, and come into His courts. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness ; fear 
before Him all the earth '. 

This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I will be 
sanctified in them that come nigh Me ; and before all 
the people I will be glorified ^•. 

* Psalm xciii. 6. * Mark xi. 16-rl7. ' 1 Cor. xiv. 40i 

* Ibid. ver. 33. « Ibid. xi. 17- • Ibid. xi. 20—22. 
' Eccles. V. 1. * Psalm Ixxxix. 6 — 7« ® Ibid. xcvi. 6 — 9. 

" Lev. x. 3. 

I6 
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But the man that shall be onclean, and shall not 
purify himself, that soul shall be cut c^ from among 
the congregation ; because he hath defiled the sanc- 
tuary of the Lord ^ 

I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up) and His train filled the temple.. ' Above it 
stood the seraphims : each one had six wings ; with 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered 
his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried 
unto another, and said. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
of Hosts ; the whole earth is full of His glory. And 
the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried ; and the house was filled with smoke. Then 
said I, woe is me, for I am undone ; because I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips ; for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of Hosts. Then flew one of the sera- 
phims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which 
he had taken with the tongs from off* the altar; and 
he laid it upon my mouth, and said, k>, this hath 
touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken away, 
and thy sin purged '. 



Prayer for a devout observance of the Lord^s day. 

Most Blessed and holy God, Who, out of a tender 
regard to us men, who through the weakness of our 
corrupt nature are too prone to forget Thee, the au- 
thor of our being and happiness, hast been pleased to 
set apart one day in seven for Thy more solemn ser- 
vice, and the concerns of our immortal souls; I most 
humbly beseech Thee, of Thine infinite mercy and 
goodness, to make me unfeignedly thankful for this 
inestimable privilege ; and to incline me evermore to 
delight in Thy sabbath, and to dedicate it entirely to 

» Numlj. xix. 20. » Isai. vi. 1—7. 
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those religious ends and ex^cises forwhitfa it was 
inslituted by Thee. 

Criaiity I humbly pray Thee, that I may always 
esteem it a day sacred to the ever blessed Trinity, in 
memory of our ereation, redemption, and sanctifica- 
tioD) by Gbd the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost : and that therefore, laying aside all thoughts 
about my worldly affairs, I may conscientiously em- 
ploy it in serving Thee, and doing good ; in works of 
piety, devotion, and charity ; in prayer, praise, and 
holy meditation. 

And since the spiritual and eternal blessings, which 
we Christians on this day commemorate, do wonder- 
fully exceed all the temporal blessings commemorated 
by the Jews ; O that onr love and thankfulness, our 
devotion and zeal may likewise proportionably ex- 
ceed theirs : that so, by a due observance of Thy 
sabbath here on earth, we may be fitted to keep an 
eternal sabbath with Thee hereafter in Thy heavenly 
kingdom* 

In a more especial manner I implore the assistance 
of Thy Holy Spirit to dispose and fit me for the de- 
vout observance of the Lord's day now approaching. 
Possess my mind with awfiil apprehensions of Thine 
adorable excellences; and with a grateful sense of 
Thine innumerable favours conferred upon me, and 
Thy whole Church. Make me to know and feel, how 
amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts, that 
my soul may have a desire and longing to enter into 
Thy courts, and my heart and my flesh may rejoice in 
the Living God. 

And vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, to assist me with 
Thy grace to serve Thee acceptably, with reverence 
and godly fear; to worship Thee in spirit and in 
truth ; to pray unfo Thee with a sincere and fervent 
devotion ; and to praise Thee, and give Thee thanks 
from the ground of my heart 

And, O blessed Lord, Who hast caused all holy 
scriptures to be written for our learning ; grant that I 
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may in sach wise hear them^ lead^ mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that by patience, and comfort 
of Thy holy word, I may embrace, and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which Thon hast 
given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ : to Whom, with 
Thee, and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 



SECTION II. 



Private deyotons for the morning, — ^afternoon, 
— and EVENING — of the lord's day. 



For the Morning of the LorcPs Day. 
^ Read two or three paragraphs in Sect I. p. 168. 



Prayer consisting of preparatory act^ of adoration^ 
and devout supplications for the pardon of our sins 
and the assistance of God*s Holy Spirit. 

Blessing, honour, adoration and praise be unto 
Thee, O Almighty and most glorious Lord God, the 
High and Holy One, Who inhabitest eternity, and 
art exalted infinitely above ail blessing and praise. 

Thou, even Thou art Lord alone. Thou hast made 
heaven, the heaven of heavens with all their host, the 
earth and all things that are therein, the sea and all 
that therein is. Thou preservest them all ; and the 
host of heaven worshippeth Thee. Thousand thou- 
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sands miBister unto Thee, ten thousand times ten fhott* 
sand stand before Thee. Angels, arch-angels, and all 
celestial powers to Thee continually do ciy Holy, holy, 
holj Lord God Almighty, Which was, and is, and is 
to come ; Thou art wortiby, O Lord, to receive glory, 
and honour, and power; for Thou hast created dl 
things, and for Thy pleasure they are, and were cre- 
ated. 

Lord, what am I, sinful dust and ashes, that I 
should dare to lift up mine eyes unto Thee, before 
Whose glorious Majesty, even those pure and blessed 
spirits veil their faces ? 

Pardon, I humbly beseech Thee, my innumerable 
transgressions of Thy holy laws, which might justly 
cause Thee to shut Thy merciful ears against all my 
prayers, and to cast me out of Thy presence for ever. 

!Pardon, O God, all the sins I have been guilty of in 
the course of my life, against Thee, my neighbour, or 
myself, in thought, word, or deed ; my sinS of igno- 
rance and inadvertency, and my wilful presumptuous 
sins; those which I have done myself; and those 
which I have been any way accessory to in others. 

O Lord, pardon also the iniquities of my holy 
things ; my coldness, wanderings, and indevotion in 
prayer ; my irreverent behaviour in Thy house, and 
weariness of Thy service ; my backwardness to come 
to Thy holy table ; my coming thither at any time 
without due preparation ; and my repeated violations 
of the solemn vows and promises I have made at 
Thine altar. 

O my God, pardon all my abuses of Thy mercies, 
and the unworthy returns I have made to all Thy 
benefits. 

Pardon, I beseech Thee, my shameful im&uitful- 
ness hitherto under all the means of grace, and make 
me more careful to improve all future opportunities ; 
that as I grow in years, I may grow in grace ; and the 
nearer I come to my end, I may be the more fit for 
that pure and peifect bliss, which Thou hast prepared 

11 
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for those that devoutly worship and sorve Thee, in the 
glories of Thy kingdom. 

Assist me, I humbly pray Thee^ in the great duties 
I have this day to perform : fill me with awful and 
affecting thoughts of Thy greatness, Thy holiness, 
Thy wisdom, power, and goodness ; and with such a 
lively sense of mine own vileness and wretchedness ; 
of my manifold necessities, and absolute dependence 
upon Thee, as may make me humble, lowly, fervent, 
and earnest at the throne of Thy grace ; that so my 
prayers and praises may come before Thee as the in- 
cense, and the lifting up of my bands be a morning 
sacrifice acceptable in Thy sight, through the media- 
tion of our great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen* 



Hymn for the LordCs Day. 

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us : therefore 
let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with 
the leaven of malice and wickedness ; but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth \ 

Christ being raised from the dead, dieth no more ; 
death hath no more dominion over Him. For in that 
He died. He died unto sin once : but in that He liveth. 
He liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also your- 
selves to be dead indeed unto sin ; but alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord '. 

Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first fruits of them that slept. For since by man came 
death, by Man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive '• 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 

> I Cor. V. 7, 8. » Rora. vi. ft— 11. « 1 Cor. xv. 20^28. 
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hand of God. Set yoiir affection on things above, not 
on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God* When Christ, Who is 
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
Him in glory \ 

For to this end Christ both died, aud rose and 
revived, that He might be Lord both of the dead and 
living*. 

Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand 
of God; angels and authorities and powers being 
made subject unto Him *. 

I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, I 
am Alpha and Omega, the First, and the Last \ 

I am He That livetb, and was dead ; and, behold, 
I am alive for evermore. Amen '• 

Salvation unto our God, Which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb '. 



General Thanksgiving, 

Blessed and glorious Lord God, the Creator, pre- 
server, and governor of all things, my Saviour, and 
deliverer, and continual benefactor ; I acknowledge 
and adore Thine infinite excellences and perfections^ 
and let all creatures in heaven and earth say, Amen. 

Blessed and hallowed be Thy holy Name for all 
Thy mercies over all Thy works ; and particularly for 
Thy wonderful goodness and loving-kindness to the 
children of men ; for creating us after Thine Own 
image, and appointing so great variety of creatures to 
minister to our use ; for blessing us with fruitful sea- 
sons, and filling our hearts with food and gladness, 
and giving us so richly all things to enjoy. 

i CoL iii. 1—4. » Rom. xiv. 9. » 1 Pet. iii. 22. 

♦ Rev. i. 10, 11. * Ibid. ver. la • Ibid. vu. 10. 
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Particularly, I bless and praise Thy holy Name for 
Thy many distin^ishing favours vouchsafed to*us of 
this church and nation : for preserving to us the free 
and undisturbed profession of Thy true religion, and 
the invaluable blessing of a just and lawfijd govern- 
ment 

. More especially I render thanks to Thee, most gra- 
ciousGod, for all Thy blessings to my friends, relations, 
and benefactors, particularly those most near and 
dear to me * * * *, for the innumerable favours Thou 
hast conferred upon me, Thy most unworthy creature ; 
for my being and preservation ; my strength and 
health, my understanding and memory, and all m j 
powers of mind and body; for Thy watchful care and 
providence over me ever since I was bom; and for 
Thine unwearied patience and long-sufiering towards 
me day after day: for defending me from all perils 
and dangers the night past ; and for bringing me in 
health and safety to the beginning of this day. 

But above all, with angels and archangels, with all 
the company of heaven, and with Thy holy church 
throughout the earth, I laud and magnify Thy holy 
Name for that most glorious manifestation of Thine 
incomprehensible loving-kindness and mercy, the re- 
demption of the world by the eternal Son of Thy love^ 
Christ Jesus, our Lord ; for making a new covenant 
with mankind in Him ; and for sending Him in the 
fulness of time to publish it by His doctrine, and to 
ratify it with His blood ; for all the gifts and graces of 
Thy Holy Spirit. 

Lord, give us and all Christian people grace seri- 
ously to consider, heartily to be thankful for, consci- 
entiously to improve, and to walk worthy of those 
inestimable advantages we enjoy ; that we who call 
ourselves Christians, may be so much the more Thy 
people in all holy obedience, as Thou art so much 
more our God in the distinctions of Thy bounty and 

* Here may be enumerated any" special blessing. 
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favour, than any others that were ever called by Thy 
Name. O vouchsafe to guide us evermore by the 
counsel of Thy Spirit, and to advance us daily from 
grace to grace, till lliou hast made us meet to be 
received into glory, for His sake, Who through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant hath purchased both 
grace and glory for us, Jesus Christ our only Lord 
and Saviour. Amen, 



Hymn. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men \ 

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works, in wisdom 
hast Thou made them all : the earth is full of Thy 
riches *. 

Great and marvellous are Thy works. Lord Gqd 
Almighty ; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of 
saints \ 

Who is like unto the Lord our God, That hath His 
dwelling so high ; and yet humbleth himself to behold 
the things that are in heaven and earth ^ ? . 
. The eyes of all wait upon Thee, O Lord : and Thou 
givest them their meat in due season. 

Thou opepest Thine hand, and fillest all things 
living with plenteousness^ 

Blessed is he that hath the God of Jacob for his 
help ; and whose hope is in the Lord his God. 

Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
therein is ; Who keepeth His promise for ever. 

Who helpeth them to right that suffer wrong ; Who 
feedetb the hungry. 

The Lord helpeth them that are fallen : the Lord 
careth for the righteous \ 



1 Luke ii. 14. > Psalm civ. 24. > Rev. xv. 8, 4. 

* Psalm cxiii. 3—6. * Ibid. cxlv. 15, 16. « Ibid, cxlvi. 4—8. 
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The way of ihe Lord is strength to the upright \ 

He shall pray unto Ood, and He shall be favourable 
unto him : and he shall see His face with joy : for He 
will render unto man his righteousness^. 

Ascribe ye the power to Grod over Israel : His wor- 
ship and strength is in the clouds '. 

O God, Thou art terrible out of Thy holy places : 
the God of Israel is He that giveth strength and power 
unto His people. Blessed be God \ 



General Intercession. 

Almighty God, Maker of all things, and Judge 6f 
all men. Thou fountain of being and blessedness, I 
beseech Thee extend Thy mercy and compassion to 
all mankind. O let the sun of righteousness give light 
to those who sit in darkness, and in the shadow of 
death : call home Thine ancient people the Jews ; 
take off the veil from their hearts : — that so both Jew 
and Gentile may be brought to the knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus, and to a participation of all the benefits 
of the new covenant in His blood- 
Bless, O Lord, the congregation of all Christian 
people : reform whatever is amiss in the belief or life 
of every one who is called by that holy name. Unite 
them more and more one to another in Thy truth, in 
the bond of love, and in all holy conversation. Deli- 
ver, O Lord, the Western Churches from' the miser- 
able yoke of papal usurpation ; and the once glorious 
Churches of the East from the cruel tyranny of infi- 
dels. Unite the hearts of princes and pastors in the 
great work of advancing Thy kingdom in righteous- 
ness and holiness. Bless all who seek the peace of 
Thy Jerusalem : may peace be within their walls, and 

% Prov. X. 29. • Job xxxiii. 26. 

» Psalm Ixviii. 34. * Ibid. ver. 35. 
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plenteousness within their palaces ; and may all that 
loTc her prospen 

Preserve this nation from all distress and danger. 
Bless, O Lord, with the best of Thy blessings, Thy 
servant the King : establish his throne in righteous- 
ness, that truth, and righteousness, and peace may be 
the glory of our land. O Father of mercies, and God 
of all comfort, vouchsafe, I humbly pray Thee, to all 
orders and conditions of men amongst us such assist- 
ances and supports as are suitable to their several 
places, and callings; necessities, and temptations. 
Reward, I beseech Thee, all my benefactors ; and for- 
^ve all my enemies, persecutors, and slanderers. 

Finally, I implore Thy blessing upon my ....... 

and all my relations, all my friends, and neighbours ; 

upon committed to my charge ; and upon all 

others, whom I am more particularly bound to pray 
for, and those especially who remember me in their 
prayers, or desire to be remembered in mine : let Thy 
Fatherly hand, I beseech Thee, be ever over them; 
let Thy Holy Spirit be ever with them ; and so lead 
them in the knowledge and obedience of Thy word, 
that in the end they may obtain everlasting life; 
through the merits and mediation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; in Whose most blessed Name and words I 
further pray, saying. 

Our Father Which art in heaven &c. 

Now the God of Peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant, make us perfect in every good work to do His 
will ; working in us that which is well pleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ ; to Whom be glory for 
ever and ever \ Amen. 

*' Here name those for whom our prayers are especially due, as 
parent, child, hushand, wife, &c. 
1 Heb. xiii. 90, 21. 
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Psalm and Prayer to he used just before we go to 

Church. 

How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hosts* 

My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the 
courts of the Lord : my heart and my flesh rejoice in 
the Living God \ 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, that I will 
seek after ; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 
Lord, and to inquire in His temple ^. 

I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my 
God, than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness. 

Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest, and re-, 
ceivest unto Thee : he shall dwell in Thy court, and 
shall be satisfied with the pleasures of Thy house, 
even of Thy holy temple '. 

As the hart panteth after the water-brooks so 
panteth my soul after Thee, O God. 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the Living God : 
when shall I come and appear before God \ 

send out Thy light and Thy truth : let them lead 
me ; let them bring me to Thy holy hill and toThy 
tabernacles. 

Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God, my 
exceeding joy : yea, I will praise Thee, O God, my 
God*. 

1 will worship toward Thy holy temple, and praise 
Thy Name for Thy loving-kindness and for Thy 
truth : for Thou hast magnified Thy Name and Thy 
word above all things ®. 

Open me the gates of righteousness, that I may go 
into them, and give thanks unto the Lord. 



» Psalm Ixxxiv. 1, 2. * Ibid, xxvii. 4. « Ibid. Ixv. 4. 

* Ibid. xlii. 1. 2. * Ibid, xliii. 3, 4. « Ibid, cxxxviii. 2. 
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This is the gate of the Lord ; the righteous shall 
enter into it \ 

O Heavenly Father, Author and giver of every good 
gift, I humbly beseech Thee of Thy divine goodness 
to send Thy grace unto me, and to all Thy people, 
that we may worship and serve Thee acceptably in 
the holy offices of this day. 

Be present, O God, in all the assemblies of Thy 
servants, who shall meet together in Thy Name; 
Teach us to pray with that awful reverence, and lowly 
submission both of soul and body ; with that fixedness 
of thought, and fervency of affection, which become 
indigent, helpless, and sinful creatures, addressing 
themselves to the throne of their Maker and Bene- 
factor, the supreme Lord and Judge of all the world. 

Compose us, I beseech Thee, into a devout and 
heavenly temper of mind : lift up our hearts : increase 
our faith : and give us such a lively taste of the plea* 
sures of Thy house, that we may delight in Thine or- 
dinances, and know and feel that one day in Thy 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. Help us 
to praise Thee with joyful lips, and with hearts deeply 
sensible of Thine aaorable excellences, and unfeign- 
edly thankful for Thine innumerable benefits. In- 
cline us to hear Thy word with reverence and atten- 
tion, and to receive it with meekness, and gladness of 
heart. 

Prepare the hearts of all those who shall meet at 
Thy holy table, to feast upon the body and blood of 
Thy beloved Son. Help us * to approach those holy 
mysteries with such humility and contrition, faith and 
devotion, love and thankiulness, that we * may wor- 
thily commemorate the wonderful love of our Saviour 
Christ in dying for us, and be made partakers of all 
the blessings, which by His precious blood-shedding 

^ Psalm cxviiL 19, 20. 

* If there b^ no communionf instead of we and ui say ihey and 
thetn* 
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He hath obtained for qs* Send down a double por- 
tion of Thy Spirit upon all those whom Thou hast set 
apart to minister in holy things ; that they may do it 
with clean hands, and pure hearts ; and work in them 
and us sincere resolutions to dedicate ouiselves en- 
tirely to Thine obedience and service. 

And, O Lord, do Thou consecrate us both in soul 
and body to be holy temples to Thyself; that Thou 
dwelling in our hearts by faith and love, we may be 
cleansed from all sinfijl afiections, and devoutly giveu 
to serve Thee in good works, to the glory of Thy 
blessed Name and our own everlasting salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord ; to Whom with Thee, 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and gloiy, world 
without end. Amen. 



P$alm and Prayer to be U9edju9t after we are re- 
turned from Morning Service. 

How excellent is Thy loving kindness, O God; 
therefore the children of men put their trust under the 
shadow of Thy wings *. 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our God 
is merciful '. 

The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all 
them that have pleasure therein '. 

The merciful and gracious Lord hath so done His 
marvellous works, that they ought to be had in remem- 
brance *. 

With my whole heart have I sought Thee : O let me 
not wander from Thy commandments. 

Thy word have I hid in mine heart ; that I might not 
sin against Thee \ 

Stablish Thy word unto Thy servant, who is de- 
voted to Thy fear^. 

1 Paalm xxzvi. 7. * Ibid. cxyi. 5. « Ibid. cxi. 2. 

♦ Ibid. ver. 4. » Ibid. cxix. 10, 11. • Ibid. ver. S8. 
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Make me to go in the path of Thy commandments ; 
for therein do I delight*. 

I have declared Thy faithfulness, and Thy salva- 
tion : I have not concealed Thy loving kindness and 
Thy truth from the great congregation. 

Withhold not Thou Thy tender mercies from me, O 
Lord : let Thy loving kindness and Thy truth conti- 
nually preserve me *. 

Let all those that seek Thee, be glad and rejoice in 
Thee: let such as love Thy salvation, say continually, 
The Lord be magnified '. 

I render Thee most humble and hearty thanks, O 
holy and merciful Father, for that notwithstanding my 
great sinfulness and unworthiness Thou hast again 
admitted me into Thy holy temple, to worship and 
praise Thee in the congregation of Thy saints. 

Forgive, I humbly beseech Thee, whatever Thou 
hast seen amiss in me, or any of Thy servants ; and 
grant that the prayers and thanksgivings which we 
have offered up to Thy divine Majesty, in the name 
of our common Redeemer, may be presented by Him 
acceptable unto Thee* 

Enable us faithfully to apply the reproofs and in- 
structions we have heard, to the increase of our know- 
ledge, and the amendment of our lives. And may the 
whole Church militant always so sanctify these Thy 
holy days, that its state tiiumphant may be hastened, 
when Thy saints shall enjoy an eternal sabbath of rest 
aud glory. Amen. 

> Psalm cxix. 36. » Ibid. id. 10, 11. » Ibid. ver. 10. 



IhWt OJicet, 
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FOR THE AFTERNOON. 



Passages of Scripture declaring the respective acts 
and operations of each person in the ever-blessed 
Trinity towards the accomplishment of man's 
redemption. 

God the Father gave His Only-begotten Son 
to die for our rins : and having raised Him from the 
dead. He exalted Him to be a Prince, and a Saviour ; 
and to be the Head over all things to the Church ; 
see below. 

God the Son came down from heaven, and took 
our nature upon Him, and suffered death upon the 
cross for our redemption : and being set down on the 
right hand of the Father He ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for us ; p. 196. 

God the Holy Ghost conferred miraculous gifls 
upon the Apostles to fit them to convert the world to 
Cbristianitj : and He still continues to confer stich 
gifts and graces on all Christian believers, as are 
necessary to guide them into the knowledge, and to 
dispose and enable them to the practice of those 
duties which God hath made a condition of eternal 
salvation; p. 198. 



God theFATUiEii gave His Only-begottefi Son to die &c. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesud 
Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenly places in Christ : according as He 
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hath chosen ub in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be hoty, and without blame be- 
fore Him in love : having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, ac- 
coroing to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise 
of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved ^ 

That h) the dispensation of the fiifaiess of times^ He 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
whieh ari^in heaven, and which are on earth ; even in 
Him*. 

Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new. And all things are of God, 
Who hath reconciled us to Himsdf by- Jesns Christ'. 

For Gd4 was in Christ, r^oonciltng the world tmto 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them \ 

But when the fulness of time was come, God sent 
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 
to f^eemfihem that wei« tinder the law, that we might 
ree^ve th^ adoption of sons ^ 

In this was manifested the love of God towani us, 
beeause that God sent His Only-begotten Son into the 
world, thstt we might live through Him. Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved^is,^ and 
sent His Son' to be the propitiation for our sins ^ 

Him, t^ing deliv^ed by the detenninate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God^ ye have taken, a»d by 
wicked hands^ have crucified and slain. Whom God 
hath raised up^ having loosed the pains of death, 
because it was not possible that He should be holden 
of it^ 

And set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly 
plao^s, lar above all principality, and poM^r, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, 



» Eph. i. 3—6. » Ibid. ver. 10. » 2 Cor. v. 17, 18. 

♦ Ibid. ve^. 10. » Gal. iv. 4, ft. • lJ<ihn iv. 9, 10, 

7 Acts ii. 2a, 24. 
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not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come : and hath put all things under His feet, and 
gave Him to be the Head over all things to the 
church ^ 



God the Son suffered death for our redemption &c. 

The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth *. 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a ser- 
vant, and was made in the likeness of men : and being 
found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross *. 

That through death He might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their life-time 
subject to bondage. For r^ily He took not on Him 
the nature of angels ; but He took on Him the seed 
of Abraham. 

Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made 
like unto His brethren, that He might be a mercifiil 
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, 
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people *, 

And for this cause He is the Mediator of the New 
Testament, that by means of death, for the redemp- 
tion of the transgressions that were under the first 
Testament, they which are called might receive the 
promise of eternal inheritance '. 

For all the promises of God in Him are Yea, and in 
Him A en, unto the glory of God •. 



» Eph. i 20—22. • John i. 14. » Phil. ii. 6— & 

* Heb. ii. 14—17. • Ibid. ix. 16. 

* 2 Cor. i. 20. 
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Therefore being justified bj faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ ^ 

Who was delivered for oar offences, and was raised 
again for our justification '• 

For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of 
goats should take away sins. Wherefore when He 
cometh into the world. He saith, sacrifice and offering 
Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared 
Me». 

Then said He^ Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God *. 

By the which will we are sanctified through the 
ofl^ng of the body of Jesus Christ once for all '• 

By whom also we have access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
^ory of God *. 

Who is he that cond^mneth ? It is Christ That 
died^ yea, rather, That is risen again, Who is even at 
the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession 
for us "!, 

For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified ^ 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by an; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned ^ 

£ven so by the righteousness of One the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of life. For as 
by one man's disobedience many were made sin- 
ners, sobvthe obedience of One ^all many be made 
righteous . 

For This Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for 
sin, for ever sat down on the right hand of God ^\ 

JThat as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by 
Jesus Christ our Lord "• 

» Rom. V. 1. » Ibid. iv. 26. ' Heb. x. 4, 5. 

* Ibid. ver. 9. * Ibid. ver. 10. • Rom. v. 2. 

» Ibid. viii. 84 » Heb. x. 14. • Rom. v. 12. 

" Ibid. ver. 18, 19. " Heb. x. 12. " Rom. v. 21. 

K 3 



198 For ike Lord^M dag, 



God the Holy Ghost conferred miraculou$ gifts 

&c. 

When Jesus knew that His hour was come that He 
should depart out of this woiid unto the Father, hiiving 
loved His own that were in the world, He k>ved them 
unto the end *. 

And said, I will not leave you comfortless '• 

I will pray the Father, and He shiifl give you 
another Comforter, that He may abide with you for 
ever ; even the Spirit of truth ; Whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth 
Him : but ye know Him ; for He dwelletfa with you, 
and shall be in you ', 

But the Comforter, Which is the Hcij Ghost, 
Whom the Father will send in My Name, He sbeSh 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your re- 
membrance, whatsoever I have said unto you *. 

And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets ; 
and some, evangelists ; and some,pastO£Baad teachers; 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ : till 
we are come in the unity of the faith, and of the know* 
ledge of th^ Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stafmre of &e fulness of Christ ^ 

We ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobo'' 
dient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one an- 
other. But after that the kindness and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to 
His mercy He saved us, by the wadiing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghost *. 

For by One Spirit are we all baptised into one body, 

' John xUi. 1. ' Ibid. xiv. IS. » Ibid. rer. 16, H- 

* Ibid. ver. 26. » Ephes. iv. I1--13. • Tit, iii 3—5. 
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whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond 
or£ree\ 

Because God hath from the beginning chosen you 
to salyation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of Uie truth '. 

Who. hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of 
the Spirit in our hearts \ 

Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of His Scm into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father *. 

The Spirit Itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
tbat we are the children of God \ 

Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of His « 

But if the Spirit of Him That raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwell in you, He That raised up Christ from 
the dead shsJl also quicken your mortal bodies by His 
Spirit That dwelleth iu you ^ 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are tiie Sons of God '. 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace^ long-suf^ 
fering, gentleness, goodness^ fialth, meekness^ feii^per* 
aace'. 

Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called". 

And grieve not the Holy Spirit of G^^d, Whereby 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption ". 



Thanksgiving and Prayer to the HotY Trinity. 

Eternally Blessed, and infinitely glorious God ; 
Father, Socn, and Holy Ghost, I prostnute my* 
self before the throne of Thy Migesty, most heartily 
desiring with all the saints on earth, and with all 

1 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13. * 2 Thesg. ii. 13. » 2 Cor. i. 22. 

* Gal. iv. 6. « Rom. viii. 16. ^ Ibid. ver. 9. 

y Ibid. ver. 11. * Ibid. ver. 14. » dal. v. 22, 2^. 

>• Ephes. iv. 1. " Ibid, ver, 29, 30. 
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the aiigels of heaven, to adore and magnify Thine in^- 
comprehensible perfections, and to offer up my deroot- 
est thanks for Thine innnmerable benefits. 

Glory be to God in the highest, the Creator and 
Lord of heaven and earth, the Preserver of all things, 
the Father of mercies ; Who so loved mankind as to 
send His Only-begotten Son into the world to redeem 
lis from sin and misery, and to purchase i<trt us ever- 
lasting life. 

Vouchsafe, O my God, to represent Thyself, and 
all the glorious excellences of Thy nature, and cdl the 
astonishing testimonies of Thy love, so powerfully 
to my soul, that T may seriously reverence Thee, un- 
feignedly love Thee, and worthily praise Thee ; rejoice 
in Thee incessantly, trust in Thee heartily, adhere to 
Thee constantly, and serve Thee devoutly aJl the days 
of my life. 

Glory be to the Eternal Son of God, Who for our 
^akes was made man, and dwelt among us, and died 
for us : Who purged away our sins by the sacrifice of 
Himself, and hath given His body and blood to be 
our spiritual food and sustenance. 

Glorious things are spoken of Thee, O Jesus, the 
image of the invisible God ; the light of the world ; 
the Lamb of God that takest away sin ; our great 
High-priest, Who art set down on the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, and appearest in the presence of 
God for us, and art our Advocate with the Father : 
Who also shalt come again with gloiy to judge both 
the quick and the dead; and whose kingdom shall 
have no end. O blessed Jesus ; I acknowledge Thee 
to be the Lord, the Holy One of God : I adore and 
worship Thee: and look for all blessings through 
Thy hand alone, Who hast all power in heaven and 
earth. 

Out of Thy fulness, O most gracious Lord^ let me 
receive grace for grace ; give me humility and meek- 
ness; purity, holiness, and universal charity: reverence 
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and constancy in devotion : attentiveness and recolr 
lection of mind in hearing Thy word : patience in 
waiting upon Thee : weanedness from the world : re- 
signation to Thy holy will, and contentedness in all 
conditions ; sincerity and uprightness of heart towai'ds 
Thee, my God, and towaras all men. 

Glory be to the Holy Spirit of fhe Father, ?uid 
of the Son : Who regenerates and sanctifies us,, and 
unites us unto Christ ; Who enlighteneth our iinder- 
standings, and disposeth our wills ; Who helpeth our 
infirmities, fortifies us against temptations, and en- 
ables us to fulfil our duty ; Who directs us in doubts, 
and comforts and supports us in troubles. 

Blessed Spirit, pardon, I beseech Thee, my rebel- 
lings against Thee, my grievings of Thee : be not 
provoked to leave my sotd destitute of Thy heavenly 
influence : graciously assist me : and make me meekly 
attentive, and readily obedient to all Thy holy inspi- 
rations : cherish and increase any good motions Thou 
hast this day wrought in me towards a more complete 
participation of the divine nature : and so sanctify me 
throughout, that my whole spirit, soul, and body may 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ 

O heavenly Father, of Thine infinite mercy grant, 
I humbly pray Thee, tiiat nothing in this world iuay 
be ever able to separate me from a state of favour^ and 
communion with Thee, and with Thy Son Jesus 
Christ, through the preparations of the Spirit of 
Holiness. Thy favour, O Lord, is better than the 
life; and the communications of Thy Spirit, more to 
be desired than all worldly treasure : Thy service is 
perfect fireedom ; Thy laws the sure paths to eternal 
bliss: O vouchsafe to strengthen, stablish, and settie 
me in the practice of them for ever; that being through 
Thy grace faithful unto death, I may through Thy 
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mercj atlaia everlsustiDg life ; through Jesus Christ 
Qur only Mediator and Advocate. Amen» 

* 

Now the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Faxh£R of glory^ give unto us the. Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of Him; thai the 
eyes of our understanding being enlightened, we may 
know what is the hope of His calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints j 
andiwhat the exceeding greatness of Hisppwer tous- 
ward who believe, according to the working of His 
mighty power, whijch He wrought in Christy when He 
raised him from the dead, and set Him on His own 
right hand in the heavenly places; far above aJl prin* 
dpality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this wodd, but 
also in that which is to come. 



POR THE ETBNINO. 




Qv/estians proper to put to ourselves in our retirement 
for devationy on the Evening of the Ldmfs Day. 

What aooonntxan t give of the day past? . , . 

Have I con«dered it ara day set apart, by ^e ex^ 
press: cxmimmid of God^ for His more immediate iifor- 
ship and service ? 

Hav^e I rdi^oosly observed it, in keeping it holy to 
thoseiends fox which it was sanctified by God; by 
attending the public ser^dee of the Church ; and; by 
emi^ying myself in reading and hearing Hb holy 
woro^ in.pvayev and meditation, and good disc^)(urse; 
not seeking miper own pleasure •nor doing mine own 
works ? 
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Have I dffei'ed up my prayers with smtai>M appre- 
hensions of Gotl's adof able majesty, and of my own 
dependence and wretchedness ; and with such huii(ii- 
11 ty and seriousness, such faith and fervency^ and reli- 
ance upon my Saviour'^ merits as arcf neeessa^ to 
entitle our devotions to the Divine acceptaticiB'? ' ' 

In my acts oi praise and thanksgiving haVe I en- 
deavoured to affect my healrt with a livdy sen6e of the 
innumerable mercies and favotirs, both temporal and 
spiritual, which God has vouchsafed to me atid His 
whole Church ; and especially of His Wotoderftfl love 
in redeeming a whole world of dinners from tib^^guilt 
and power of sin, by the sufibrings and death of His 
Only-begotten Son Jesus Christ ; and ingrtotingftis 
through Him the means of grace, and the hope of 
everlasting glory ? ^ ' - ''-' 

Am I ready to express my thankfulness to Crbd, in 
a sincere obedience to all His commandments ; and in 
doing all the good I shall be able to my fellow-crea- 
tures ? 

Have I received His holy word, as it is in truth, the 
word of God, which effectually worketh in them that 
believe ? 

Have I diligently attended to the profidses and 
threatenings it contains, and been thereby^ pl^vailed, 
upon to enter iilto ^ &rm resoluiSon of gt^tl^ini^ it^^ 
self according to its most holy pt^cepts?^ 

Am I sincerely resolved to do what in me lies^.tJbat 
the word of God may dwell in me rfchly, so aslto 
make mefruitfiil iti all g66d'workii? 

Have I ridt'Caafeelessly ne^^Ud an oj^tturiity^ 
receive the Lord^s Supper ? Or, '" .• - ^ 

Have I received it ixforihily f - with true reptotanc^ 
for all my former sins; and^ &tedfastpt(ri*pp8e'aiid^ re- 
solution of amendolent ; 'with a fihii belief of %lr^f5rlt 
and efficacy of Chrisfs death, aiid an' Kiimbl^ ^t^^ttf 
ance that all the grdcious promises, which God has 
been pleased to make to penitent siiinerd through 
Christ, will upon such repentance and fkith be effec- 
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iuallj made good to me io particular ; witfi a grateful 
remembrance of Christ's wonderful love ; and with a 
sincere lo^e and good-will to all manldnd for His 
sake ? 

Am I seriously resolved to fulfil the solemn engage- 
ment, which I have this daj renewed, to lead the rest 
of my life answerably to the obligations of the Christ- 
ian covenant; the inestimable privileges of which 
God of His abundant mercy hathi vouchsafed to seal 
to me anew in this blessed Sacrament ? 

Have I offered up all my services in the name of 
Christ, so as to depend whcdly upon His merits and 
satisfaction; and to hope for acceptance with Ood 
only through Him, and not for any merit of mine own ? 

Do I long for a more entire conformity to God, and 
a more intimate and uninterrupted communion with 
Him? 



Psalm. 

O Lord our Governor, how excellent is Thy Name 
in all the world ; Thou That hast set Thy glory above 
the heavens \ 

All Thy works shall praise Thee, O Lord, and Thy 
saints shall bless Thee. 

They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom, and 
talk of Thy power ; 

To make loiown to the sons of men His mighty acts, 
and the glmous majesty of His kingdom '. 
. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, 
to all that call upon Him in truth. 

He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him ; He 
also will hear their cry, and will save them^ 
. O praise the Lord of heaven : praise Him in the 
height. 

» Psalm ▼iii. 1, « Ibid. cxiv. 1(^18. » Ibid. vcr. 18, 19. 
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Praise Him all ye angels of His : pndse Him 9SX 
His host ^ 

praise the Lord ; for it is a good thing Ui sing 
praises unto our God ; yea> a joyful and pleasant thing 
it is to be thankfiil '. 

. Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord '. 

1 loye the Lord, because He hath heard my voice 
and my supplications. 

Because He hath inclined His ear unto me, there- 
fore will I call upon Him as long as I live *. 

Ptaised be God, Who hath not cast out my prayer, 
nor turned His mercy from me *. 

I will sing unto the Lord, because He that dealt 
bountifully with me*. 

I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep 
Hiy righteous judgments ^ 

Thy vows are upon me, O God: I will render 
praises unto Thee '. 

Seven times a day do I praise Thee, because of Thy 
righteous judgments ^ 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee; in 
whose heart are Thy ways ^®. 

The Lord will perfect that which concemeth me : 
liiy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: forsake not 
the works of Thine own hands "• 



An Evening Prayer for the Lord^s, D^iy, 

Blessing, honour, adoration, and praise, be unto 
Thee, O Almighty and most glorious Lord God, the 
High and Holy One, Who inhabitest eternity, and art 
exited infinitely above all blessing and praise. 

Thou, even Thou art Lord alone ; Thou hast made 

» Psalm cxlviii. 1, 2. * Ibid. cxlviL 1. » Ibid. cL 6. 

* Ibid. cxvi. 1, 2. * Ibid. Ixvi. 18. • Ibid, xiil 6. 

' Ibid. cxix. 106. • Ibid. Iv. 12. • Ibid, cxix 164. 

w Ibid. Ixxxiv. 4, 6. " Ibid, cxxxviii. 8. 
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heated, the heaven of heavens, with all their host ; the 
earth, and all things that are therein ; the sea, and all 
that therein is : Thou preser^^est them all, and the host 
of heaven worshippeth Thee. 

Thousand thousands minister unto Thee ; ten then* 
sand times ten thousand stand before Thee. 

Aiigels, arch-angeis, and all celestial powers to Thee 
continually do cry, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al- 
mighty ; Which was, and is, and is to come. Thou art 
WOTthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and 
power, for Thou hast created all things ; and for Thy 
pleasure they are, and were created. 

Lord, what am I, sinful dust and ashes, that I 
should be permitted to join with that glorious com- 
pany above in adoring, praising, and magnifying Thee, 
the great King of heaven and earth, the eternal God 
of maje^y incomprehensible. 

'How can I sufficiently adore Thy wonderful good- 
ness and condesisension, "Who hast not only endowed 
me with a capacity for so blessed a fdlowship, but hast 
been graciously plealsed to make that my indispensa- 
ble duty, which is the highest privilege and happi- 
n^S that<gl6fified saints and angels are capable of. 

O that I could but imitate them in their unwearied 
zeal for Thy service : that, when I am attending upon 
the delightful employment of heaven itself, I might 
feel in myself a portion of that heavenly fervour and 
alacrity wherewith the blessed angels of Thy presence 
are inspiried. 

But since this is too wonderful and excellent for 
nie, I humWy beg of Thy divirici M^esty, that Thbu 
M^ouldest merdiftilly patdbfn the infirmities of Thjr'tier- 
vant, and accept my sincere endeavours to serve Thee 
in the besf m toner that I dkn ; though eVen the best 
of tfiy ^etvleefe will still be illfiilitely unworthy of 
Thine acceptance. 

And bleksed be Thy divine gobdnesb, this Thou art 
rdady to do: for Thou hast revealed Thyself unto us 
a God merciful and gi*acious, lon^-sufiering and of 
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^at kindness, forgmng iniquilyy tssDsgtessios, and 
sin, and always ready to hear the pray«r8y aad foifil 
the desires of them that call upon Thee in truth, and 
serve Thee with an upright heart.. 

But woe is me ; my conscience testifies aj^uast me 
that I have not been so careful as I ought to seoue 
myself an interest in these Thy blessed. attiibtttes^ I 
have not served Thee with that purity and sioicerity, 
with that zeal and fervency that I might have done; I 
have been too careless and negligent in my perform^ 
ance of the most solemn duties of religion. I have 
entered Thy sanctuary with an impure and unhal* 
lowed hearty and attended upon Thy sacred oidi- 
nances without due reverence and devotion. I have 
been heedless and inattentive in hearing. Thy ward^; 
cold and heartless in Thy praises ; earthly, dull, aiid 
distracted in my prayers. And far from bnnging forth 
the firuitS; of the Gospel of Thy grace m a suitable 
conversation, I have in many instances dishonocured 
my holy profession by acting contraiy to its kaawn 
obligations. Even this day my services both in publicr 
and in private have been accompanied wst]i so rsaokji 
failings and imperfections, that 1 have great reason to 
bumble myself before Thee ; and widi dkame and con^ 
fusion of face, to acknowledge, that if Thoa shouktest 
be extreme, to nuuk: what is done amiss, my very re^ 
pentances would but increase the number of my' sins,, 
and even my prayers be an abominatSDU. 

But my hope, O Lord, is in Thy tender merQies 
which have been ev^er of old,' and in that' infinite love 
which Thou hast shown to mankind in the recleiaption 
of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ In Hitn I 
trust as my pnly Mediator and Advocate: Hii$ death* T 
believe to be an allrsufflcient sacrifice, and saAisftetien^ 
for sin : His. merits alone 1 depend upon : by Hiw 
agony and bloody sweat, by His cross and *^wsAm'^ 
by His resurrection and wtercessiim^ and by ail the 
parts of my redemption, I eam^tl^ in^atiHiee ta 
be merciful unto me. 
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Aoc^t tlir piaises, and return a gracious answer to 
the prayers of Thy church, which have been offered 
np unto Thee; this day. And of Thine infinite good- 
ness grant to me and to all Thy people every where» 
&at whatsoever good instructions we have learned 
from Thy word, we may carefully remember and dili- 
gently follow : and whatever good desires Thou hast 
pat into any of our hearts, I humbly beg that by the 
assistance of Thy grace we may bring the same to 
good effect; and may daily increase in the knowledge 
and love of Thee our God, and of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

O make us every day more and more zealous in all 
the duties of religion ; more frequent and more fervent 
in our prayers and thanksgivings ; more serious in oar 
repentance and humiliations ; more fit and desirous to 
receive the holy sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; and 
more regular and exemplary m our lives and conver- 
sations. 

Raue up a spirit of primitive piety and zeal for the 
Gcmversion of souls among those who wait at Thine 
altar. Engage the minds of the great and powerful to 
countenance and encourage such pious undertakings : 
and let every Christian, in his place and station, con* 
tribute towards the promotion of so excellent a work ; 
that the whole world may be enlightened with the 
knowledge of Thy truth, and Thy kingdom of grace 
so. universally, prevail over all the earth, that Thy 
kingdom of glory may be hastened : which grant, I 
beseech Thee, O gracious God, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, Thy beloved Son, our Saviour. 

With these my prayers and supplications, I beseech 
Thee, O Lord, to accept the sacrifice of my praise 
and thanksgiving for all the mercies, spiritual and tem- 
poral, vrbi^h Thou hast firom time to time bestowed 
upon me. 

I bless and praise Thee, O Lord God Almighty, 
for making me capable of loving and serving Thee ; 
and for bringing me to the knowledge of Thy holy 

2 
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religion, vouchsafing me the means of grace, and the 
hope of gloiy. 

I hless Thee, O Lord, for Thy presenration of me 
tlie day past, and through the whole course of my 
life ; and for Thy great patience and loDg*sufiering 
towards me in sparing me thus long, and vouchsafing 
me so large a portion of time to repent me of my sins, 
and to prepare my soul for that glorious inheritance 
which Thou hast promised to those that love Thee, 
and keep Thy commandments. 

But above all, I praise and magnify Thy holy Name 
for the wonderful work of our redemption by the death 
and passion of our Saviour Christ, and for all the gifts 
and graces of Thy Holy Spirit. 

I bless and praise Thee, O Lord, finr the know- 
ledge and sense Thou hast given me of my duty to* 
wards Thee ; and for the strength and power Thou 
givest me to perform it; for the resolutions Thott 
workest in me to persevere' in Thy service unto my 
Kfe^s end ; and for the happy opportunity Thou hast 
this day vouchsafed me of worshipping Thee in die 
public congregation, and of receiving firesfa supplies of 
grace in the use of Thy holy ordinances. 

Grant, I humbly beseech Thee, that I may walk 
worthy of these Thine inestimable favours ; and live 
as becomes the redeemed of the Lord in all holy con*- 
versation, to Thy gloiy, the beneiSt of others, and 
mine own everlasting salvation, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ my Saviour. 

Be pleased, O Lord, to take me •••• ^ and 

those most near and dear to me into Thy protection 
this night : defend us from all the dangers of it; and 
refresh our bodies with comfortable rest and sleep : 
let not evil spirits or evil men approach to hurt us : 
let us lie down with holy thoughts oS Thee ; and when 
we awake up, let us still be present with Thee. 

Make me ever mindful of that time when I shall lie 

* Here especially name, husband, wife* or child, &c. &c. 
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down in the dufit And became I Imow not thehonr 
I shall be summoned to Thy dread tribunal, grant I 
nay be always on my guard as one that watcheib and 
waiteth for his Lord ; and never liye in such a state as 
I diall be afraid to die in ; but may make it my daily 
care and endeairour to raise my soul more and more 
into such a holy, heavenly temper, such ddight in 
Ood, such unspotted purity, and fervent charity as 
may prepare and fit me fbr the blessed company of 
saints and angels in Thy heavenly kingdom ; through 
Jesiis Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, Which art in heaven &c. 

Now unto Him That is able to dp exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that i^e aMc or think, according to the 
power that workelh in us, unto Him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
Mdthout end. Amen^. 



DevcUons to be used a little before bed-time. 



Passages of Scripture forming meditations on the 

glories of Heaten. 

God did rest the seventh day from all His works'. 

There remainetb therefore a rest to the people of 
Godt For he that is entered into his rest, he also 
hath ceased from his own works> as God did from 
His •. 

Blessed axe the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, (bat they may rest 
from their labours \ 



» Eph. iii. 20, 21. * Heb. iv. 4. 

* Ibld« ver. 9, 10. ♦ Rev. xiv. 13. 
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Se^g it is a lighteoilB thing with Q^d to recomr 
pense tribulation to tb«m that trouble you; and to 
you who are troubled rest with lis, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mightj 
angels \ 

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat^ the earth also and the works that are therein, 
shall be burned up '. 

Nevertheless we, according to His promise^ look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness ^* 

I saw a. new heaven and a new emiJi : for. the first 
lii»iven and the first earth were passed away ; and 
there was no more sea« And I saw the holy city^ 

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof^. . 

Blessed are they who do His commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in throi4^ the gates into the cit^ ^. 

They shall hunger no more, neither thiist any more ; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat : 
for the Lamb Which is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living feun* 
tains of waters : and God diall wipe away all tears 
firom their eyes ^. 

And thore shaU be no more curse : but the throne 
of Gt>d and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and His ser- 
vants shall serve Him : and they shall see His face ; 
and His name shall be in their foreheads '• 

And they shall reign for ever and ever*. , 

For we know that if our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle weriB dissolved,' we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens^ 

» 2 Tbess. i. 6, 7. « 2 Pet. iii. 10. ' IbicL ver. 13. 

♦ Rev. xxi. a, 2. » Ibid. ver.21— 2a • Ibid. xxiL 14, 16. 

' Ibid. viii. IS, 17. • Ibid. xxii. 3, 4. • Ibid. ver. 6. 
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For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
iipon with our house which is from heaven '. 

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image^if the heavenly '. 

For which cause we famt not ; but though out out- 
ward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day. For pur light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, wotketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory ; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen : for the things w^hich are seen are temporal ; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal ^. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Which according to His abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
resented in heaven for you ** 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also that sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with Him *. 

For the Lord Himself shall descend from heav^i 
with a shout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and 
with the trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first : then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air : and so diall we ever be with the 
Lord^. 

But as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nrither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him^ 

In Thy presence is fulness of joy : at Thy tight 
hand there are pleasures for evenoore \ 

In My Father's house are many mansions : if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 

1 2 Cor. V, 1, 2. « 1 Cor. xv. 49. » Jbid. iv. 1ft— 18, 

* 1 Pet i. 3, 4. » 2 Thess. iv. 14. • Ibid. ver. 16, 17. 

' ICor. ii.9. • Psalm xvi 11. 
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a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receiyeyou unto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also \ 

Father, I will that they ako, whom Thou hast given 
Me, be with Me where I am ; that they may behold 
My glory which Thou hast giren Me '. 

And the glory which Thou garest Me, I have given 
them; that they may be one, even as We are one*. 

Fear not, little flock ; for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom . 



Meditations on our mortality, with devout supplica- 
tions and aspirations after the heavenly state. 

Man that is bom of a woman hath but a short time 
to live, and is full of misery : he cometh up, and is cut 
down like a flower : he fleeth as it were a shadow, and 
never continueth in one stay. In the midst of life we 
are in death. Of whom may we seek for succour, but 
of Thee, O Lord, Who for our sins art justly dis- 
pleased. Yet, O Lord God most holy ; O Lord most 
mighty; O holy and most merciful Saviour; deliver 
us not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 

Thou knowest. Lord, the secrets of our hearts; 
shut not up Thy merciful ears to our prayers : but 
spare us, good Lord, spare Thy servants whom Thou 
hast redeemed with Thy most pi'ecious blood : O Thou 
most worthy Judge Eternal, suffer us not at otir last 
hour for any pains of death to fall from Thee. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth : and though 
after my skin worms destroy this body; yet in my 
flesh shall I see God, Whom I shall see for myself, 
and mine eyes shall behold, and not another. 



* John xiv. 2, 3. * Ibid. xvii. 24. 

' Ibid. ver. 22. « Luke uL 32. 
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But, O my God, t know tBat no unclean thing can 
enter into lli; kingdom ; O wash nie> and make me 
white in the blood of the Lamb ; that when I go hence, 
1 may be fit to stand before Thy throne. 

O blessed High Priest, Who art able to save all 
them to the uttermost, who come unto God by Thee, 
save me, I beseech Thee, who have no hope but in 
Thy merits and intercessions. 

O glorious Captain of our Salvation, Who didst first 
suffer many grievous things, and then enter into Thy 
glory, sanctify to me all the pains of body, and all 
the terrors of mind, which Thou shalt at any time 
permit to fall upon me : and make me so patiently to 
suffer with Thee here, that I may also be glorified 
^dth Thee hereafter. 

O Lord of life and glory, Who didst humble Thy- 
self, and become obedient unto death, even the death 
of the'cross for me ; let the pain and ignominy of that 
death of Thine take away the sting, and sweeten the 
bitterness of death to me. 

When my flesh and my heart fail, be Thou, O 
Lord, the strengdi of my heart, and my portion for 
ever. 

O let the comfortable presence of Thy Holy Spirit 
support my soul under all my sufferings ; and when 
my last agonies are coming on me, and the sorrows 
of death compass me about, consider, and hear me, O 
Lord, my God ; draw nigh unto my soul, and make* 
Thy face to shine upon Thy servant ; that I may de- 
part in peace, in humble assurance of reconciliation 
with Thee, and in sure and certain hope of a joyful 
resurrectibn to etenlal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioneid like unto His glorious body, according to 
the mighty working whereby He is able to subdue all 
things toHimsdf* 
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While I am at home la the body^ I am absent from 
the Lord, (for we walk by faith, and not by sight,) 
therefore I am confident, and wilting, rather to be ab- 
sent from the body, and to be present with the Lcurd. 

I desire to be dissolved and to be with Christ, 
wJJHeh is far better. : Lord, I groan earnestly desiring 
to be clothed upon with that house from heayen. 

O when will that blessed time come, that I shall 
put off this mine earthly tabernacle, and be received 
mto everlasting habitations ? 

when wilt Thou bring my soul out of prison, that 
I may give thanks imto Thy Name ?, 

Lord, while I am here, I must wrestle not only 
with flesh and blood, but with principalities, and 
powers, and spiritual wickednesses. O take me out of 
these tents of Kedar into the heavenly Jerusalem, 
where Satan shall be utterly trodden under our feet. 

1 cannot here attend one minute to Thy service 
without distraction ; O take me to stand before Thy 
throne, where I shall serve Thee day and night. 

I am here in heaviness through many tribulations. 
O receive me into that place of rest where all tears 
shall be wiped from all eyes, and there shall be lio 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor pain. 

I am here in a state of banishment, and absence 
from the Lord; O take me where I shall ever behold 
Thy face, and follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth. 



Guide me, O Lord, by Thy counsel while I live; 
and give Thine angels charge over me to stand about 
me, to guard and receive my soul at its departure out 
of this w^orld; and to conduct me into the land of 
righteousness, unto Thy holy hill and heavenly king- 
dom, the habitation of light and peace, of joy and 
gladness ; unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
Living God, the heavenly Jerusalem ; and to an innu- 
merable company of angels, to the general assembly 

9 
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and Church of the first-bom, which are written in 
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits 
of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator 
of the new covenant ^, there to reign with Thine elect 
angels, Thy blessed saints departed. Thy holy pro- 
phets, and glorious apostles, in all joy, glory, felicity, 
and happiness, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lord, I commit my soul unto Thee, as into the 
hands of a faithful Creator, and most merciful Re* 
deemer : spare it, O God, for Thy Son Jesus Christ's 
sake, and let it be Thine in the day when Thou 
makest up Thy jewels. Amen. Amen. 

1 Heb. xii. 22—24. 
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SECTION I. 

PRECEPTS and directions for religious Fcui- 

ing ; — ^with a PRAYER. 



Jesus said^ the days will come when the Bride- 
groom shall be taken from them^ and then shall they 
fast*. 

When ye £Bist> be noty. as the hypociiiesy of a sad 
countenance : for they disfigure their faces, that they 
may appear unto men to fast. Verily, I say unto you, 
they have their reward. But thou, when Ihou fastest, 
anoint ihine head, and wash ihy face ; that thou ap- 
pear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father Which 
is in secret ; and thy Father Which seeth in secret 
shall reward thee openly '• 

Every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate 
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible 
crown ; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, 
not as uncertainly ; so fight I, not as one that beateth 
the air : but I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection '. 

Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn ye eren 
to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping, and with mourning : and rend your heart, 
and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your 
God : for He is gracious and merciful, slow to an- 
ger, and of great kindness, and repenteth Him of 
the evil *. 



» Matt ix. 16. « Ibid. vi. 16—18. 

» 1 Cor. ix. 25—27. * Joel ii. 12, 13. 
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They that sow in tears, shall reap in joj. He that 
now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth forth 
good seed, shall doubtless come again with joy, and 
bring his sheaves with him \ 

Blecfsed are they that mourn; for they shall be 
comforted ^ 

Then I proclaimed a &st there, at the river of 
Ahava* that we might afflict ourselves before our God, 
to seek of Him a right way for us, and for our little 
ones, and for all our substance *• So we fasted, and 
besought our God for ifaisr; and He was intieated 
of us*. 

Cornelius said^ four days ago I was fasting until 
this hour ; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my 
house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright 
clothing, and said, Comdius, thy prayer is heard,, 
and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight 
ofGod** 



Prayer for God^s €L8$ut€mce and accepta$H:e of our 

Humiliation. 

O Almighty and ever-blessed God, Who art 
infinitely holy and happy in Thyself, and of Thine 
abundant goodness hast given us a capacity, and 
made it our duty to imitate Thy hofiness, in order to 
make us partakers of Thy happiness ; I a wretched 
sinner, scnxowfiilly reflecting upon my life past^ — ^how 
eaieless 1 have been to answer the end of my creation ; 
how sluggish and inconstant in my endeavours to 
please Thee ; and how eager in gratifying my own 
indinttions; what great portions of my time I have 
thrown awf^ in vanity, and bow little of it I have 
employed in working out my salvation; — present 

» Psalm cxxn. 6; 7. * Matt, v. 4. » Ezra viii. 21. 

* Ibid. ver. 23. » Actg x. 30, 31. 
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myself now before Thee, sincerely desirous, and re- 
solved through the assistance of Thy grace to retire 
for some time from the cares and pleasures of the 
world, in order to exercise a more solemn humiliation 
and repentance for my sibs; and to apply myself more 
diligently to the serious consideration of those things 
that concern my everlasting wsalration. 

O most gracious Lord God, from Whom alone are 
the preparations of the heart, and the good disposi- 
tions of our mind for Thy worship and service ; vouch- 
safe, I beseech Thee, to make Thyself present to my 
soul ; and so to fix my thoughts, to purify my affee^ 
tions, and to regulate and govern my whole spirit, that 
the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my 
heart may be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my Redeemer. 

O may all worldly thoughts and imaginations be en* 
tirely shut out of my mind; and I so intimately united 
to Thee, and filled with such a delightful sense of 
Thine adorable perfections, as may leave a lasting im- 
pression upon my soul, and make it henceforward the 
joy and rejoicing of my heart to praise and worship 
Thee ; and my meat and drink to do Thy will. 

Help me, O Lord, to be sincere, and hearty in the 
dedication of myself, and of all the powers and facul- 
ties of my soul and body to Thine obedience and ser- 
vice : and grant that I may always carry about with 
me such a lively sense of the infinite obligations I lie 
under to be Thine for ever, that as long as I Kve I 
may daily offer up mjrself to Thy Divine Majesty more 
pure and holy, more humble and meek, more devout 
and thankful, more cheerfully disposed to every good 
work, and better prepared to bear a part in the hymns 
and service of the glorious company above, who are 
evermore praising Thee, and saying. Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God of Hosts : heaven and earth are full 
of Thy glory : Glory be to Thee, O Lord most High. 
Amen,. 
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SECTION 11. 

The humble penitent's Examination of himself. 



3Preparatory sentences of Scripture. 

m 

Thus saith the Lord of Hosts; consider your 
ways *• 

Let every man prove his own work, and then shall 
he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in ano- 
ther : for every man shall bear his own burden \ 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord'. 

Commune with your own heart upon your bed, and 
be still*. 

I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto 
Thy testimonies *. 

I have considered the days of old, and the years 
that are past ^* 

I commune with mine own heart, and search out 
my spirits ^ 

If our heart condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things \ 

Tiy me, O God, and seek the ground of my heart : 
prove me, and examine my thoughts '. 

Who can understand his errors ? cleanse Thou me 
from secret faults ^^ 

Look well if there be any way of wickedness in 
me ; and lead me in the way everlasting ". 

1 Haff. i. 7. ' GaL vi. 4, 5. * Lam. iii. 40. 

* Psdm iv. 4. ' Ibid« cxix. 59. ^ Ibid. Ixxyii. 5. 

' Ibid. ver. vL • 1 John iii. 20, 21. » Psalm cxxxix. 23. 

»• Ibid. xix. 12. " Ibid, cxxxix. ver. 24. 
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Prayer before Examination. 

Most great and holy Lord God, Who searchest the 
heart, and triest the reins, and requirest troth in the 
inward parts ; help me now, I beseech Thee, so dili- 
gently and impartially to examine my life, and to seek 
the ground of my heart, that T may discover all my 
most hidden corruptions, and suffer not any accursed 
thing to lurk within me. I have sinned, O Lord, and 
have done perversely : I have committed wickedness : 
I have sinned against Thee from my youth even unto 
this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord 
my Ood. Lord, make me to know my transgression 
and my sin, and to loathe myself in mine own sight for 
all the evils that I have committed. Open mine eyes, 
O Lord, that I may see the excellency of Thy law ; 
and being thoroughly c(»ivinced that all Thy com- 
mandments are holy, and just, and good, I may be 
ashamed and confounded at my ownperverseness and 
ingratitude, in having so often and so grievously of- 
fended against them ; and may so bethink myself, and 
repent, and mourn, and cry mightily unto Thee for 
pardon and grace, that Thou mayest hear my jvayer 
and my supplication from heaven Thy dwelling-place, 
and forgive me all my transgressions, wherein I have 
transgressed against Thee, and hearken unto me in 
all that I shall call upon Thee for ; through the me- 
diation of Jesus Christ Thine only Son our Saviour. 
Amen. 
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HEADS OF EXAMINATION. 



In order to know with accuracy what have been our 
fitilures in duty, we must first know with accuracy 
what our duty is. 

It dirides itself into two great heads, 

1. our duty to God,^ 

2. our duty to man. 

The Church of Christ, looking to His Word, has 
found this division estabUshed there ; and has found 
also that the Ten Commandments are referred to by 
our Lord and his apostles as containing a distinct out- 
line of the duties embraced under Uiese two great 
heads, — ^that their perpetual obligation is enforced, — 
and their meaning more fully opened '^. Under this 

* Our Lord, when asked Vhat was the great commandment of the 
law, answered, that the chief was to love one Qod with cM ottr heart, &c. 
and that the next was to hue our neighbour as ourselves K 

Thus he divides man's duty into Sie two great heads of 
1. duty to God, and 
8. duty to our nei&^hbour. 

The /Irst He sets forth in the remarkable words used by Moses', 
when, after recapitulating to the Jews the several precepts of the 
Decalogue, he sought to enforce on them briefly what it taught them 
of their duty to Ood. 

The second our Lord expresses in a phrase which, as we learn from 
various places in the New Testament, was looked on as conveying the 
full meaning of the Second Table. For St. Paul * expressly says that 
the last five Commandments, as well as any other, are all contained in 
that phrase, " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,^* and he tells 
us as expressly in another place *, that all the moral law is compre- 
liended m that phrase. St James, in his general epistle ', uses words 
as express on this point as those of St. PauL 



I Matt. xxii. 37^39. ; Mark xii. 29—31. ; Luke x. 25^28. 
s Deut. vi. 5. ' Rom. xiii. 9. * GaL v. 14 * James ii. 8--13. 
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coxivictiod, the Christian Church at all times, and our 
own Church In particular, in her catechisms and ser- 



Thus our Lord divides man's duty into tvro great head»^the two 
tables of the law — such is the division . of the Decalogue — and in 
stating them separately He adopts two sentences, which were consi- 
dered as conveying briefly die meaning of the precepts of the De- 
calogue on these two great bjoads* On another. oocasionr also, wbea 
asked what were the Commandments to be observed by one who would 
enter into life, He enumerated those precepts of the Decalogue which 
relate to our duty to man, and closed them with the same sentence 
which he used on. the other occasion*. On two distinct occasions 
then we find Him referring to the Decalogue as giving a clear view 
of our great moral obligations. % 

Furthermore, we learn from various parts of His Word, not merely 
that the Decalogue is a guide which we maj^, but that it is a guide 
which we mutt take, for we find in the New Testament the most so- 
lemn declarations of its perpetnal obligation. When speaking of it as 
a whole, or of particular par^ of it, our i4>rd assures us that He eamt 
not to destroy, but tojuifil the law contained in it'^-^tfaat not a jot or a 
tittle of it is to pau away ' — and especially warns His followers against 
the breaking these Commandments, or teaching men to do so *. St. Jamesy 
too, speaking his Master's mind, teaches iis* tfaait these GommandiaeBts 
were given by God, aoad that the determined transgression of one. of 
them will involve us in theguilt of wilful disobedience to God. Again, 
our Lord rebuked the Pharisees with muchseverity for.*' transgressing^ 
the Commandment of God,'* and " making it,** speaking of the 5th Com- 
mandment, '* of none effect \** And when asked (in a passage noticed 
^bove} what we must do to inherit eternal life. He answers, that if we 
will enter into life we must keep the Conmandments, viz. those of the 
Decalogue, some of which He proceeds to enumerate: so that, as our 
Homilies say, ** we have from the&ce a most true lesson, taught bjr 
Clurist's own mouth, that the works of the moral Commandments c^ 
God are the very true works of fieiith which lead to the blessed life 
to come." 

The language of St Paul is equally strong and positive. Not only 
does he tell us that " /A« 2aw » <ptrt<«a/ V & text perhaps sufficient 
by itself, when considered in all its bearings, to establish the perpetual 
obligation of the law ; but, in teaching the Romans that they were 
bound to live in a constant exercise of Sme, he expressly declares that 
love-w the Ju^iUing of the htw, i. e. of the morA law of the Deca-- 
logue, as he direcdy shews in the next verse *. 

So, in the Epistle to the Galatians ' he directly teaches that Christ- 



« Matt xix. 18, 19. ; Mark x. 19. ; Luke xviii. 18—20. 
2 Matt. V. 17. » Ibid. ver. 18. ; Luke xvi. 17 ' * Matt v. 19. 

• James ii. 8—11. « Matt xv. 3—6. ; Mark vii. 8—13. 
' Rom. vii. 14. « Ibid. xiii. 8, 9, 10. » Gal. v. 13, 14. 
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viceS; has assumed them as the basis of that system 
of moral obligation which she is bound to enjoin upon 
all her members^ and has derived from them a clear, 
comprehensive, and affecting view of our duty to God^ 
and our duty to our neighbour. For convenience 
sake, it has been thought advisable here to subjoin to 
each Commandment several of the precepts of the 
NlBW Testament which seem most connected with it, 
and then, on the authority of the Church, to shew the 
duties commanded and the sins forbidden to the Christ^ 
iaii, so that the penitent may more readily examine 
bhnselfy'and enquire into the state of his own heart 
and life *. 



ian liberty does not release us from the obligations of this law, but by 
enforeing more strongly that ^irit of hve which, as he elsewhere 
says ^> is '^ the end cf the Commandment/* binds us more positively to 
observe it 

On his Bphesian converts > he enforces the duty of filial obedience, 
lay reminding them that it is the first Commandment with promise, and 
enjoining them to honour their parente that it maybe well with them, and 
ihat they may liee long on the earth K 

Finally, we may observe, that St. Paul distinctly informs us that 
" the law is good, if a man use it lawfullv,*' (t. e. not in opposition to 
the Gospel, or as a means of justification), and he immediately recites 
the crimes aimed at in tlie first nine Commaadinents K And he uses, 
elsewhere, a yet stronger form of commendation, saying that th)& 
Commandment is ^* holy, and just, and good*** We see then that tKe 
New Testament refers us to the Ten Commandments for a view of our 
duties to God and man, and enforces their perpetual oUigaUon. The 
manner in which it opens their meaning is fully shewn under each of 
them. 

* The words used are chiefly those of Abp. Woke, Bps. Andrevdesi 
and Jeremy Taylor: but the matter is merely an expansion of that part 
of our Church Catechism which sets forth oUr duties. 



> J Tira, i. 5. » Eph. vi. 2, 3. M Tim. i. 5—10. * Rom. vii, 12. 
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(a) The First Comrnandmeiiit) [/ imi ike Lord ihy 

Godt thou shaU &c«] 

Our Lord and His apostles teach us also 

(a) That the Lord our God is one Lord \ 

la) That he that denieth the Son, hath not the Fa- 
ther ', that in Christ dwelleth all Ihe Mness of the 
Godhead bodily % and that we should observe all 
tilings whatsoever Christ hath commanded ^. 

{a) That unto him that blasphemeih a^adni^ the 
Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven ^ 

(a) That we are to be baptized into the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost *. 

(6) That we are to worship the Lord our God, and 
Him only are we to serve ^. 

{c) That we must love God with all our heart ahd 
soul and mind ". 

{d) That we must fear Him Which after He hath 
killed hath pow^ to cast both bodj and soul into 
hell*. 

(e) That whatsoever we do, we are to do all to the 
glory of God *•. 

{f) That we must offer the sacnfice of praise to 
Grod continually ^\ 

{g) That we must believe that He is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek Him ^\ 

(Jc) That we must hold fast the profession of our 
faith, for H« is faithful That promised". 

(/) That We must cast all our care upon Him, for 
He careth for us*^. 

(m) That we must be in subjection to the Father of 



1 Mark xii. 29. ' 1 John li. 2a > GoL il 9. 

* Matt xxviii. 20. '^ Luke xiL 10. * Matt xxTiiL 19. 

f Matt iv. 10. « Ibid. xxiL 37. » Luke xii. 6. 

" 1 Cor. X. 31. " Heb. xiii. 15. " Heb. xi. 6. 

» Heb. X. 23. >* 1 Pet. v. 7. 
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Spirits^, — ^must not despise His chastening', — and 
must commit the keeping of our soids to Him \ 

(n) That we must beBeve that if we ask any thing 
according to His will, He heareth us ^. 

From this Commandment, then^ thus opened and 
enlarged by the precepts of our Lord and His apos- 
tles, we learn that it is our duty — 

ifl) To believe in one God in three Persons, Faliher, 

Son, and Holy Ghost (ft) to worship ajid serve 

Him, and Him only {c) to love Him (rf) to 

fear Him {e) to glorify Him, and aim at His 

glory in all our actions — **^f) to tell His praises 

{g) to seek to know His perfections and His 

will, to meditate on the m [h) to look for His 

promises, and have faith in Hinn (0 to Cast all our 

care on Him«— -»(m) to submit to His providence 

(n) to believe that He will hear our humble and 

pious prayer, oflfered up according to His will* 

They sin against these precepts 

Who deny or doubt that there is a God— **^whfo 

worship false gods or any creature ^who do not 

worship God ^who do not seek His glory 

who do not studv to know Him ^who doubt of His 

prcHuises, and do not trust in His help w ho do 
not believe in and reverence His Word. 

Lordy I confess myselfffuiUtf o/hnrnmerabie tram*- 
gresHons of this commandment — partHon me^ I be^ 
seech Thee^f&r Jesus Ckrisfs sake: and let Thy 
grace so pf^event and follow w^for the future, that I 
may never he guilty of the like offences a>gain4 but 
may make it my sincere and constant endeavour to 
forsake and avoid every sin forbidden, and to observe 
and practise every duty enjoined by this Thy most 
righteous law. 

1 Heb. xii. 9. ' Ibid. ver. 6. 

* 1 Pet. iv, 19. ♦ 1 John v. 14. 
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(a) The Second Commaiidnient, [Thou shall not mdke 
to thyself any graven image &cO 

Our Lord and His apostles teach us also 

(J>) To worship God in spirit and in truth ^ 

Ic) Not to seek to be seen of men when we pray *. 

{c) Not to hope that we honour God with our lips 
while our hearts are far from Him '• 

(d) To serve God with reverence and godly feer *. 

(cQ That at the Name of Jesus every knee should 
bow*. 

{d) That we should kneel in prayer *. 

The duties enjoined are 

{a) To believe God to be a Spiritual Being wrthoot 

bodily form or shape (4) to worsh^ Him in spirit 

and in truth (p) to worship Him not only with 

outward and visible servicci but with the inward 

service of the heart (cf) but yet to see that we 

are reverent and humble in our external forms of de- 
votion. 

They sin against these precepts 

Who make any image or picture of the Godhead 

^who make or use images or pictures of any other 

beings, designing or addressing religious worship to 

them who are more careful of the outward and 

ceremonial forms of worship, than of Uie inward and 
spiritual part-^ who pray without thought, serious- 
ness, and attention ^who are irreverent in their 

devotions, and careless about their demeanour. 

Lord, I confess myself guilty &c. 

1 John iv. 24. * Matt. vL 5, 6. ■* Ibid. xt. 8. 

* H^b. adi. 28. « Phil, ii 10. 

' LtUcexxii. 4l ; Acts vii. 60 ; Eph. ilL 14. 
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(a) The tbird Gommandttietat, \Th<m shall not take 
the Name * iff the Lord thp God in vain &c.J 

We are taught alao in the New Testament 

(a) To hallow God's Name \ 
' (a) That Holy is His Name ". 
(a) That we must not grieve the Holy Spirit *. 
(ft) That our Lord drove the money-changers from 
the Temple *. 

{c) That we must hear the Word of God and keep 

it', /^ 

{d) That God's ministers are to be esteemed very 
highly, for their works' sake '. 

The dviJdes enjoined aie 

{a) To honour and reverence God, His Name, and 
His attributes^ — ^not to despise the warnings and aids 
of His Spirit-^and to treat all that belongs to Him 

with deep reverence and regard especially (5) His 

House— —(c) His Word {d) His Ministers. 

They sin against these precepts 

Who speak of God without reverence, or on light 

occasions ^who knowing that He is called on as 

'witiiess of all oaths and vows, swear fklsely, in assert- 
ing what is felse in itself, or false in the sense in whicli 
they wish to be understood — =^who swear need- 
lessi^y as in all voluntary oaths, especially those so 
frequently used in common discourse ; rashly^ espe- 
cially in matters of promise ; irreverently, by taking 
an oath carelessly and lightly, or so administering it 
to others ^who vow what is unlawful, or indiscreet, 



.y* The Name of God standing in Scrmture for God Himself, HU 
Person and attributes — the not taking His Name in vain, and the 
hallowing it, consequently mean behaving to Him in all respect* as 
unto a Holy and Almighty Being. 

» Matt. Yi.9. * Luke i. 49. » Eph. iv. 30. , 

^ Matt. xxL 12. s Luke zi. 28. • 1 Thess. v. 13. 
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or of distant accomplishment ^who neglect the 

warnings and assistances given them by God's fi6ljr 
Spirit through His solemn assemUies, His Wcxrdi His 
ministers, or any other way by which He speaks to 
our conscience who treat with irreverence or con- 
tempt any thing in which His Name aAd honour are 
concerned. 

Lordy Ic(mfeB9 myself guilty &c. 



(a) The fourth Commandment, IBemember that thou 
keep holy the Sabbath-day &c.] 

We are taught in the New Testament also 

(ft) Not to forsake the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether \ 

(c) That the Sabbath was made for man '• 
{d!) That it is lawful to do weU, L e. to do works of 
piety ' — ^charity * — ^necessity ^, on the sabbath-day *. 

The duties enjoin^ are 

(a) To set apart one day in seven for the worship 
of God as our Creator and Saviour , both in private 

and public (J>) to attend especially on the public 

ordinances of the Church (c) to exercise ourselves 

in thought and reading to the good of our souls, in 

compliance with the purposes of the day (cQ to 

perform works of mercy and charity. 

They sin therefore against these precepts 

Who employ themselves in any unnecessary worldly 

business on the Lord's day who neglect or refuse 

to attend public worship who wilfiilly neglect 

private employment of a devotional nature — or mis- 
spend the day in idleness, vain recreations, or imne- 
cessary joumeyings who prevent others from ob- 

> Heb. X. 35. ' Mark ii. 27. ' Matt. 3di. 6. 

* Ibid. ver. IS. . » Ibid ver. 3> 4 • Ibid. ver. 12. 
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serving liie sabbath who are not careful that those 

under their cha^ne should duly observe it 
Lordj I con/ess myself guiUy &c. 



(a) The fifth Commandment, [Homur tkg Jaiher 

and thy mother , &c ^] 

The New Testament also teaches us 

(i) That this is the first Commandment with pro- 
mise*. 

(e) That children should obey their piaents in the 
Lord *. 

{d) That they should honour their father and mo- 
ther, that it may be well with them, and that they 
may live long on the earth \ 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) (d) To show honour, love, and reverence to our 

parents {a) (c) to obey all their lawfid commands 

(a) (d) to give them succour and support in their 

necessity [a) {d) to respect their infirmities 

(a) {d) to bear patiently with their failings. 

They sin against these precepts 

Who despise their parents^ age or infirmity- 



who are ashamed of their poverty or station ^who 

publish their vices or errors ^who i^efuse or reject 

their lawfiil conunands ^who obey them with ill- 
will who do not consult their wishes and their 

comforts as far as they have the power. 
Xtord, I confess myself guilty &c. 



Note* For the other relative duties^ which by 
many writers have been thought to be deducible from 
this Commandment, see p. 287 et seq* 

> Matt. XV. 4; xix. 19; Mark vu. 10; Ep.b. ▼!. 1—3. 

» Eph. Yi. 2. * Ibid, ver« 1. « ibid. Yer. 2. 
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The sixth CommaQdment, 

murder *• 



'Thau slialt do no 



Our Lord and His apostles also teach us 

(a) That blessed are the peace-makers, 
(a) Not to be angpy without a cause '. 
(a) Not to render evil for evil *• 
(a) To put away all bitterness, wrath, clamour, 
-anger, and evil speaking, with all malice \ 

(a) To be gentle, and easy to be intreated*. 

(b) To forgive, as we hope for ChrisCs sake to be 
forgiven *. 

(b) To pray for persecutors, and do good to them 
which persecute us, and despitefiilly use us '• 

(<Q To do good unto all men, and to commnnicate, 
especially to them that are of the household of faith *. 

{/} To comfort the feeble-minded and support the 
weak*. 

(/) To bear one another's burthens ^*. 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) To subdue our angry passions, and labour to 

become meek and gentle {b) to forgive those who 

have injured us (a) (c) to avoid, prevent, and 

make up quarrels, and to promote peace and good- 
will (d) to labour to do good to all (e) to re- 
lieve the distresses of our brethren to the best of our 
ability (/) to give them comfort as well as aid. 

They sin against these precepts 

Who wilfiiUy take away life, either others' or their 
own who are accessory to murder who 



1 Matt T. 23; Ibid. xix. 18 ; James ii. 11 ; 1 Tim. L 9. 

» Matt. V. 22. * 1 Thess. v. 16. * Eph. iv. 31. 

• 2 Tim. ii. 24. * Matt vi. 14 ; Eph. iv. 32. 
' Matt. V. 44 ; Rom. xii. 14. 

• Gal. vi. 10 ; 1 Tim. vi. 18 ; Heb. ziii. 16. 

• 1 The«i. y. 14. " Gal vi. 2. 
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fight dueld or enbourage them — —who do hurt or 
yiolence to any one — — who sow strife and content 

tion ^who give way to passion— — who indulge 

revenge who speak evil who hate their 

brethren who do not assist, comfort, and advise 

them. 

. Lardy I confess myself guilty &c. 



(a) The seventh Commandment, [Thou shalt no$ 

commit adultery *.] 

Our Lord and His apostles enjoin us also 

(5) To mortify all carnal lusts '. 

(6) To keep our bodies under, to mortiiy them, and 
to be temperate in all* things'. 

{b) To look upon our bodies as the temples of tbe 
Holy Ghost*. 

(c) . To mortify and repress all lustful thoughts and 
desires \ 

{d) Not even to speak of undeannesB ^ 

(e) To be holy in all maimer of coAven^ation ^ 

(/) To purify our hearts '. 

{9) To purify ourselves, even as God is pure '. 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) To respect the marriage vow of fidelity, to hus- 
band or wife {b) to abstain firom fornication and 

all carnal pollutions whatever *{c) to check all 

unclesm thoughts (rf) to av4i>id all uncleam con- 

yersati*on« (e) to avoid 9}! wantonness of beha- 



Matt. Y. 27, 28 ; XIX. 18 ; James ii. 11 ; 1 Tim. i. 10. 
Gal. y. 16 ; Col. iii. 5 ; Rom. xiii. 13. 
1 Cor. ix. 27 f Ibid. ver. 26 ; Rom. ¥iuL 13. 
1 Cor. vi. 19. 

Matt V. 28 ; Gal. v. 24 ; Matt xv. 18, 19. 
Eph. V. 3. M Pet i. 16. • James iv. a 

» 1 John ui. 3. 
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viou r (/) to give up ercay tfaiag which excites 
and inflames our passions — —{g) to employ our 
thoughts on pure and innocent subjects* 

They dn against these precepts 

Who indulge their lusts, whether as married or 
single persons — -who allow their thoughts to dwell 
on past or futiue acts of lust, or on unclean subjects 

who tempt themselves by indulging in a way of 

life, or in conversation or amusements which inflame 
their passions. 

Lordy I confess myself guilty &c* 



(a) The eighth Commandment, [Thou shalt not 

steal \] 

The New Testament teaches us also 

(a) That he who stole should steal no more'. 
(J) To work, and eat our own bread '. 

(b) To provkle for our own families \ 

(b) To provide things honest in the sight of all 
men*. 

(b) To labour, woiidng with our hands the thing 
which is good, that we may have to give to him that 
needeth ^. 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) To permit to every man the unmolested use of 

what belongs to him {a) to.be teit and honest 

in all our dealings {a) to make restitution for 

any wrong done by us to any man's property 

(b) to provide a competent subsistence for ourselves 
and families by honest means, and so to enable our- 
selves to help others. 

1 Matt. xix. 18; 1 Tim. i. 10. ' Eph. iv. Sa 

» 2 The«s. iii. 12. * 1 Tim. v.a 

• Rom. xii. 17. c gph iy. 28, 
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Th^ sin against these pTece9)ts 

- Who steal either by fbrce, or secretly ^who as- 
sist others in stealing, by receivings bnyingy or con- 
cealing stolen goods ^who cheat in buying, or 

selling, as by concealing the faults of what Ihey sell, 

or other such acts ^who cheat or over-reach in 

any way, or assist others in so doing ^who con- 
tract debts beyond iheir means ^who injure their 

families by vice and extravagance ^who take no 

pains to provide for their families who tate ad- 
vantage of other men's necessities for their own gain 

who seek for gain in any unlawful or injurious 

way. 

Lordf I confess myself guilty &c. 



(a) The ninth Commandment, [Thou shalt not hear 
false tcitness against thy neighbour \} 

Our Lord and His apostles enjoin us also 

(b) Not to seek for the mote in our brother's eye*, 
(ft) Not to judge our brother '. 

(c) Not to rgoice in iniquity ^ 

(d) To put away all bitterness and evil-speaking, 
with all malice '• 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) Religiously to speak the truth in private conver- 
sation ; and in public courts of justice, as witnesses 
— — (ft) to abstain from harsh judgments of our 

neighbour (c) to put the best construction on 

our neighbour's actions (rf) to be charitable in 

what we hear and say and think of him, and to ab- 
stain from aggravating his faults, if we cannot def(»id 
him. 

» Matt xix. 18 } 1 Tim. i. 10. * Matt. vii. 3. » Rom. adv. 10. 
* 1 Cor. xui. 6. « Eph. iv. SI, 
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They sin against these precepts 

Who falsely accuse any one who give or sabom 

false testimony ^who are guilty of calumny * or of 

evil speaking' ^who are guilty of tale .bearing, 

rash speaking, and censuring who are ready to 

believe evil of others — who encourage evil speaking* 

Lard, I confess myself guilty &c« 



(a) The tenth Commandment^ \Thou shalt not 

covet &c.] 

Our Lord and His apostles also teach us 

{b) To beware of covetousness, and not to desire to 
lay up treasure for ourselves .'• 

(b) Not to be careful and anxious about the future \ 
(b) Not to trust in uncertain riches^ but in the 
Living God*. 

. (J) In whatever state we are, therewith to be con- 
tent ^ 

The duties enjoined txe 

{a) To regulate our wishes and desires, as well as 
our actions (a) (6) to be content with the con- 
dition and goods which God has given us — and to 
submit cheerfully to His good pleasure. 



^ By calumny is meant a reproach falsely reported against a person, 
ivhen we are the apreaders of an untruth; or have just reason to be* 
Ueve whafwe say of our neighbour to be untrue. 

* By evil speaking we are to understand the relating of what is 
known or believed by us to be true ; when we do it not to the person 
isoQcerBied^ or to his friend» in order to his being admonished of it ; 
but to our indifferent acquaintance: and that, even if it be done 
without a design to defame him, only for want of better matter to en- 
tertain our company withal. 
. • Luke xii. 16. ♦ Matt vi. 26 and 34. 

» 1 Tim. vi. 17. « Phil. iv. 11. 
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They sin against these precepts^ 

Who allow their thoughts, wishes, and desires full 

gratification who are covetous of other men's 

goods who repine at their own condition -^ — 

who are uneasy at the prosperity or possessions of 

others who are greedy for riches, honours, and 

pleasures ^who are over thoughtful, or anxious, 

about any worldly enjoyments. 

Lord, I confess myself guilty of innumerable 
transgressions of this commandment \ pardon me, I 
beseech Thee, for Jesus Chrisfs sake : and let Thy 
grace so prevent and follow me for the future, that 
I may never be guilty of the like offences again ; but 
may make it my sincere and constant endeavour to 
forsake and avoid every sin forbidden, and to observe 
and practise every duty enjoined by this Thy most 
righteous law. 



Although many writers have conceived that 
under the fifth Commandment, as enforcing our duty 
in the first relation of human life, are implied 6ur 
obligations to the dischai*ge of all our other relative 
duties, yet we do not find that the Church has taken 
that view of the subject. We only find her declaring^ 
that from the Ten Commandments collectively, we 
learn our duty to God and our duty to man ^ ; and 
as the Scriptures shew us, that the several command- 
ments relating to our neighbour, when taken together 
and understood in their full meaning, make up and 
are comprehended in the one great duty of loving 
him as ourselves, so the Church seeks to teach us our 
duty in all the relations of human life, by leading us 
to apply the meaning of all these precepts of the 
Decalogue, to the several relations in which we stand 

* ^ See Church Catechism. 
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to each other. The inquiry, therefore, into the Rela* 
tive Duties, is here made to follow the Penitent's 
Self-examination under the several Commandments ; 
and for convenience sake the same course is con- 
tinued, and to each relation are subjoined such pre- 
cepts of the New Testament as seem more especially 
to belong to it : — the chief relations being those of 

1. Subjects. — 2. People to Pc^tors. — 3. Servants."-^ 
4« Wives. — 6» Children, see p. 279. — 6. Scholars, 
—7. Inferiors. — 8. Parents. — 9. Rulers. — 10. Spi- 
ritual Pastors. — 11. Masters. — 12. Husbands. — 
13. Superiors. 



1. Duly of Subjects to Rulers. 

The New Testament teaches us 

(a) To submit ourselves to every ordinance of man, 
for the Lord's sake, whether to the king, as supreme, 
or unto governors \ 

(a) To be subject to the higher powers — ^not only 
for wrath but for conscience sake ^ 

(i) To honoiur the king '. 

(c) To render to GsBsarthe things that are Caesar's % 
and to pay tribute \ 

(d) To make supplications, prayers, and interces-p 
sions for the king, and all that are in authority ^. 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) To submit to the laws, to be obedient to the 
just commands of our rulers, and to live quietly undei; 

thirir government (6) to honour their persons 

(c) to contribute, without fraud or evasion, to all de* 
mands for the maintenance of the established govern* 
ment (rf) to pray for our rulers. 

» 1 Pet u. 13. » Rom. xiii. 1.5. » 1 Pet ii. 17. 

* Luke XX. 25. « Rom. aii 6. • 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 
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2. Duties of People towards their Pastors. 

The New Testament teaches us 

{a) To consider our pastors as ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God ^ 

(J>) To esteem them highly for their works' sake '. 

(c) To obey them, and submit ourselves, because 
they watch, for our souls *. 

{c) To know them which are over us in the Lord, 
and admonish us ^. 

(d) To pray for them *. 

The duties enjoined towards our pastors are 

{a) To respect their sacred office (i) to esteem 

them on account of that office (c) to submit cheer- 
folly to their directions and godly admonitions in our 

spiritual affairs {d) to pray to God for a blessing 

on them and their endeavours. 



3. Duties of Servants to Masters. 

The New Testament teaches us 

ifi) That servants should be obedient to their mas- 
ters, not with eye-service as men-*pleaaers, but as 
servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart '. 

(i) That they should please their masters well in 
all things, not answering again ^ 

{c) That they should be subject not only to the 
gende, but to the froward '. 

{d) That they should shew all good fidelity, not 
purloining '. 

I 1 Cor. iv. 1. * 1 TheM. v. ia> * Heb. xUi. 17. : 

* 1 These, v. 13. » Heb. xiii. 18. and 1 Thess. v. 26. 

» Eph. vl 6—7. ' TituB it 9. • 1 Pet. ii. 18. 

» Titus ii. 10, 
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The duties ^w^'owierf are 

(a) To be diligent and exact in their master s busi- 
ness, in his absence as well as when be is present^ cfat 
of a conscientious desire to please God by a &ithfiil 

performance of their engagement (J) (c) to be re* 

spectful in their manners, even when they ar^ not as 
lundly and civilly treated as Ihey ought to be— ! — 
Xd) to shew honesty and fidelity in the care of their 
master^s property, taking care of it as of their own, 
and not linking that they have any right to take any- 
thing which is not given to them. 



' 4. Duty of Wives to Husbands, 

The New Testament, in addition to the injunction^ 
(a) in p. 233, teaches also 

(a) That wives should reverence, submit, and be 
obedient to their husbands ^ 

(ft) That they shouldlove their husbands*. 

(c) That they should be discreet, and keepers at 
home '. 

{d) That they should seek for the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit rather than outward ornaments ^ 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) To be faithful to the husband (a) (ft) to lore, 

honour, and obey him (c) to order his household 

with care and discretion — -— (rf) to seek to maintain 
his affection by gentleness and kindness. 



5. Duties of Children to Parent^ 



£»• 



The duties of childa?en have been already treated of 
in p. 331, under the head of 5th Commandment. 

1 Eph. V. 22. 33 ; Col. iii. 18 j Titus ii. d ; 1 Pet Hi. L 

* Titus ii. 4. » Ibid, ver.6. * 1 Pet iii 4. 
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6. Daties of Scholars to Teachers. 

These duties follow directly jfrom the preceding^ for 
when parents entrust their children to a teacher they 
commit their authority to him, and thence results the 
obligation 

To reverence their teachei^s authority to re- 
spect his person ^to attend to his instructions — — 

to obey him in those things in which he is set over 
them. 



7. Duty of Inferiors to Superiors. 
The New Testament commands us 

{a) To give to all their due, fear to whom fear^ and 

honour to whom honour \ 

(ft) To be patient, and stablish their hearts ^ 

{c) To look to holy men of old for examples of 

suffering affliction and of patience ^ 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) To give the rich the honour due to their station 

and rank— —(6) not to envy them their riches 

[c) to be contented with God's appointment, and 
patient under the trials which He may ordain. 



8. Duty of Parents to Children. 

The New Testament teaches us 

(a) That parents are to bring their children up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord ^ 

^ Rom. xiii. 7* ' James y. 8. 

» Ibid. ver. 10. * Epli. vi. 6. 
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(b) That they are not to provoke their children to 
wrath ^ 

(c) That they are toproride for their own families*. 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) To endeavour by all means to give children a 
true spirit of piely, and to correct aJl their faults— — 
(&) to treat thevd with kindness, «nd not by undue 
severity to alienate them firom their natural advisers 

and protectors (c) to provide for their comfortable. 

subsistence, or to enable them, by a proper education, 
to gain subsistence for theniselves. 



9. Duty of the Civil Magistrate to the People. 
The New Testament commands us 

(a) That whatsoever we do, we do all to the glory 
of God \ 

{b) That rulers are the. ministers of God for good 
to men *. 

(c) That they are to praise those who do well *. 

(d) That they are not to be a terrcwr to good works 
but to the evil — and not to b^ar the sword in vain 
against the evil doers ^« 

The duties enjoined are 

{a) To observe God's commandments by abstaining 
from all violence, oppression, exaction, and injustice 

(ft) (c) to promote God's cause in the world — by 

their good example^^by earnest ^[ideavours to main- 
tain and promote the cause of religion (d) to check 

and suppress vice and immorality by every means in 
dieir power, and, if need be, even by just punishment 
of the offenders. 



1 Eph. vi.4j Col. iii. 21. » 1 Tim. v. 8. » 1 Cor. x. 31. 

* Rom. xiii* 3. » Ibid. ver. 4. • Ibid. 
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10. Duties of Spiritaal Pastors to their people. 

These duties are already set forth fully in p. 140, 
et seq. — and are 

To have the heart affected with an ardent love of 
Chnst, and a zealous concern for the salvation of souls 

to apply seriously and constantly to the study of 

the Holy Scriptures ; and to teach nothing as required 
of necessity to eternal salvation, but what may be con- 
cluded and proved by them to give diligent heed 

to instruct the people committed to their charge in 
the principles and duties of Christ's holy Religion — — 
to live suitaUy to the sacredness of their character, 
that they may be wholesome patterns to the flock of 
Christ 



11. Duty of Masters to Servants. 

The New Testament teaches us 

(a) That masters are to do what is just and right to 
their servants, remembering that they have a Master 
in heaven \ 

(i) That, as servants are to do service, as to the 
Lord, and not to men, so their masters are to do the 
same things to ihem, and forbear threatenings ^ 

The d\xiies enjoined are 

(a) Not to lay too much work on servants, nor to 

expect too much from them (J) to be just to them 

both in temporals and i^irituals ; i. e. not to defraud 
or abridge them of what is due to them, as wages or 
recompence for iheir service*.*— -not to defraud them 
of the time which is necessary for them to do their 
duty to God, but to remind them of that duty — not to 
expose them to temptation, nor to encourage them to 

* CoL W. 1. ' Eph. vi. 9. ' See especially James v, 4. 
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sin by a bad example, but to remember that masters 
are responsible to God, their Master, for their conduct 
to those under their authority, "and to endeavour to 
lead them, both by example and good advice, to the 
ways of holiness— —(6) to be kind and gentle to ser- 
vants, both in speech and manner. 



12. Duty of Husbands to wives. 

The New Testament, in addition to the injunctions 
{a) in p. 233, teaches us 

(b) That husbands are to love. and cherish their 



wives *. 



(c) That they are not to be bitter against them '. 

id) That they are to dwell with their wives accord- 
ing to knowledge, giving Ebhbnr to the wife as unto 
the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life '. 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) To be faithful to the wife (6) to love and 

protect her (c) to be kind to her in manner and 

speech, to bear patiently with her faults, and carefully 
restrain all tendency to anger or bitterness against her 
(rf) to endeavour by instruction, advice, and ex- 
hortation, to give her right views of religion ; that so, 
iinder God's blessing, their union may be a means of 
fixing the thoughts of both on the life to come, and of 
leading them to prepare for it. 



' 13. Duty of Superiors to Inferiors. 

The New Testament teaches 

(a) That the rich shpuld not be high-minded \ 

1 £ph. V. 28, 99. and 33. > Col. iii. 19. 

» 1 Pet. iii. 7. « 1 Tim. vi 17. 
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{b) That fhey should condescend to men of low 
estate, and not show disrespect to any poor man \ 
{c) That God is no respecter of persons* 
id) That they should not shut up their compassion 
from their brethren who hare need^ 

The duties enjoined are 

(a) Not to behave arrogantly to the poor (6) not 

ijo despise them for their poverty and meanness, but 
to treat them as brethren—- — (c?) to remember that the 
rich and poor are of the same esteem in God's eyes 

(rf) to assist their poorer brethren, and freely to 

impart to them the gooa things of the world which it 
has pleasied God to give to themselves. 



Questions concerning our obedience to God's Conr- 

mandments. 

Am I persuaded that all these commandments of 
God are holy, just, and good ; and that I am indis- 
pensably obliged to observe and walk in the sanie all 
the days of my life ? 

Po I believe that God hath appointed a day, in 
which He will judge the world in righteousness by 
Jesus Christ, Whom He hath ordained to be the 
Judge of the quiclc and the dead ? 

And that I shall then personally appear before the 
awful tribunal of Christ, to give a strict account of all 
my thoughts, and words, and actions ? 

And that I shall be adjudged to everlasting happi- 
ness, or to everlasting misery, according to my good 
or ill behaviour in this life ? 

Has it been my sincere desire and endeavour to 

* James il 6 ; Rom. xii. IS. * 1 John iii. 17. 
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lire coaSotmMj to this persuasion ; so aa always to 
keep a eonscience void of ofieno^ both towards God 
and towards men ? 

. WfaefB I am conscioos that I have acted in any 
way contrary to my diilyy have I bueftUed myself be* 
fore God for all such my misdoings, and repented of 
them unfeignedly, and from the bottom of my heart ? 

Have I used my utmost eodeavomr to call all my 
sins to remembrance, and to affect VBSf heart with, a 
godly sorrow and contrition for them ? 

Have I seriously considered, and am I truly sen- 
sible, what an evil and bitter thing it is to sip against 
God? 

What extreme folly and absurdity I have been guilty 
of in departing from the infallible rule of God's com- 
mandments, to follow the blind leadings of my own 
depraved will, and the corrupt customs of a wicked 
world ? 

What unaccountable stupidity in neglecting the 
most important ooncem of my life, and doing what in 
me lies to make myself miserable for ever ? 

What wretehed madness in rendering myself ob- 
noxioiNr to the heavy displeasure of Almighty God, 
and to aU tbof^e miseries that areiiT^lied in an eternal 
separation from His blissful presencq ? 

What vile ingratitude in sinning against so good, so 
gracious a Maetw, and so Ubeifa), so bountif^ a Bene- 
fadtor? 

Against the riches of the Divine goodness, and for- 
bearance, and long'^suffering, which should have led 
me to repentance ? 

Against the infinite goodness and mercy of God the 
Father, Who madie me> and has bestowed so many 
blessings upon me ? 

Against the inoomprehensible loving-kindness and 
condescension of God the Son, Who redeemed me 
firpm everlasting death with His own blood ; a^d has 
prepared for me ' endless and unspeakable joys in 
another world ? 
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Aad against the infinite love of God the Holy 
Ghost, Whose earnest desire of my salvation I have 
so abundantly experienced in His gracious supply of 
Mdi spiiitcial assistances and supports, as are neces- 
sary to all the purposes of holiness and obedience ? 

Have I coni^dei^d likewise what a dreadftd aggra- 
vation it is of my railt, that I have so often sinned 
against the convictions of my own mind, and many 
nM»t solemn promises to the contrary i 

Is there any particular sin that lies heavy upon my 
t^onscience? 

Do I desire to be enlightened by God as to my un^ 
known and forgotten sins, that they also may be par- 
ticularly repeilted of? 

Do I stedfastly resolve to use my utmost diligence 
for the time to come, to serve and please God in new- 
ness and holiness of life, and to avoid all occasions 
of sinning, and all those temptations especially that 
have formerly caused me to fall ? 

Do I believe thai God of His infinite mercy bath 
ordained forgiveness of sins and eternal life for all 
soch as truly repent, and turn unto Hitn with full 
purpose of heart to live according to the terms of that 
gracious covenant, which He hath been pleased to 
make with us in His Son Jesas Christ out Saviour ? 

Do I trust in the merits of that all-sufficient atone- 
ment which our blessed Saviour made upon the Cross 
for the sins of all mankind, and in that only for this 
pardon and salvation ? 

Am I not apt to despair of <jk)d*s mefcy npon the 
account of the number or heinousness of my eins ? or 
to presuifte too bol^ffly upon it, so as to h&pe for salva- 
tion withotit fulfilling the declared oondi tions? of it ?• 

Am I willing and ready to make full compensation, 
according to my power, to all those whom I.have in- 
jured or offended r and do I heartily forgive all such 
as have injured or offended me ? 

Am I diligent in prayer, and in the use of all those 
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means of grace which God hath aj^ointed for my 
furtherance in holiness ? 

If our conscience now tells us, that we do thus 
truly and earnestly repent us of our sins, that we are 
in love and charity with all our brethren, and do intend 
to lead a new life, following the commandments of 
God, and walking from henceforth in His holy ways ; 
we may draw near with faith to the throne of grace, 
and make our humble confession and supplication to 
Almighty God; not doubting but that He will be mer- 
ciful unto us in the free pardon and forgiveness of all 
our sins, for the sake of Jesus Christ the Righteous, 
Who is our advocate with the Father, and the propi- 
tiation for our sins. 



Prayer after Examination. 

O Lord Gob, I have now by Thine assistance 
considered my evil ways : and I call to mind all the 
years of my life past in the bitterness of my soul for 
my sin. O Thou, Who alone knowest the heart, and 
Who alone canst change it, create in me such a broken 
said contrite heart, as Thou hast promised not to de- 
spise : and possess my soul with so deep a sense of 
my' sin and misery, that my repentance may bear some 
proportion to my guilt. My misdeeds, O Lord, have 
prevailed against me : O be Thou merciful to my sin ; 
O for Thy Name's sake be merciful to my sin, for it 
is great. O my God, pardon all my failings, and per- 
fect that good work Thou hast begun in me, for the 
merits of Jesus Christ my Saviour. Amen* 
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SECTION III. 

THE penitent's CONFESSION OF HIS SINS TO 

GOD, 



Preparatory sentences of Scripture — and confes* 
sion of sin, and humble supplication Jbr pardon and 
ffrace. 



Preparatory sentences of Scripture* 

Thus saith the High and Lofty One That in- 
habiteth eternity. Whose Name is holy ; I dwell in 
the high and holy place, with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones* 
For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be 
always wroth : for the spirit should fail before Me, and 
the souls which I have made ^ 

As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked ; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live : turn ye^ turn ye from youi^ 
evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel *? 

Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby 
ye have transgressed ; and make you a new heart, and 
a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel ? 
For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
saith the Lord God : wherefore turn yourselves^ and 
live ye *. 

If the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath 

^ Isaiah lyii. 15> 16. > Esek. xxxiii. 11. > Ibid. zviiL 31, 32. 
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committed, and keep all My statutes, and do that 
which is lawful ana right, he shall surely live ; he 
shall not die. AU his transgtesdoilis that he hath 
committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him : in 
his righteousness that he hath done he shall live ^ 

But if ye will not do so, behold ye have sinned 
againat- tjbe liOrd : and be s^rey-ou^ sin shall find yo« 
out*. 

Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and. thy 
backslidings shall reprova thee : know therefore and 
see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast 
fovsaicen theLosd tby God, and that My fwr is not 
i&ib«», mith the Lord God of Hosts \ 

Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Loicd ; 
and I will not cause M iao ange r to fall upon you : for 
I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will not keep 
anger for ever« QiA^ acknQM(lQ48e ibine iniquity, 
that thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy 
God\ 

B;ei^e^lber your way& wSl all yenr doiiigs, wherein 
ye have be^a defiled ; aad ye shaU lotbe yourselves 
in yQU]^ own sight for aU,youjt evils tb^t ye have com.* 
miUed ^ 

li we^ say tbat we h^ve no sio» we deceive ourselves^ 
an4 the tfu^ is not ia us* If wfE» cpnfess. our sins, 
He is faithful and just ta*£»g^^. us oitf sins,, and tp 
eleaQise us firem 9Jlk un^igbteousnaas ^ 

He that cov«retb hi^ sins* shaUl not fHTosp/er : but 
whoso- c<m&^sQttb and fqrsak0tb tb^mshaU* have 
mercy '^. 

I have sijaa^: wh^sbfaijl I do unto Thee, O Thou 
Pree«?v.er c^ m,eu ' ? 

I will arise anid go to v^ Father^, and wiU say iwto 
Him,, Fath^t, I hava sinaed against tbea^^ea^lid be* 
fo9e Thee^ a^aw no more worthy to be called Thy 
son*. 

1 Ezek. xviii. 21, 22. « Numb, xxxii. 23. « Jtr. ii. l'^: 
♦ Ibid. iii. 12, 13. » Ezek. xx. 4a « 1 Jolini. 8, 9. 

» Prov. xxviij. 13. « Job vii, 20* • Luke xv. 18, 19. 
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Confession qf&iuy and humble supplicatioD ybr /^ar- 

don and graci^ 

Mast Hoty aiMb iao0t merciftil Lord Oody Who 
by ndSMOn of the infinite purity of Thy natare cimsC 
not look on iniquity witbcnst th^ utmost detestation^ 
bnt out of tire exde^ing riches of Thy gfofifiKhitfiBS hast 
gflieiottsly pronisedy tiiat adl thcwe who eonfess ftftd 
foteahe tbelr aiils shall obtarin of Thee forg^eness of 
flife iame^ and bef deastsed firom all unrighteousness ; 
I, a most mnsierablo simner, in a- deep sense of nay own 
vileness and Wretchedness^ and in hutiMe dej>endence 
on Thy mercy and truth, prostrate myself at the foot- 
stool of Thy grace, desiring to confess and bewail 
before Tbeid my innunienil^le trslnsgressions of Thy 
holy laws, whttT^y I hare rendered mysetf most 
jusdy liable to the ser^est of Thy judgments in thii^ 
life, and to everlasting pumsfaments in the world to 
come. 

1 coBfei^ily O Lordy tbat I &^v6" grievously' oftwded 
Tbee, by indulging to e^il thoughts of many binds ; 
by TSisnv i^aishy faisoy aoarii wicked wordfl^^ atd^by many 
n^righteoui^, sensual, and ungodly deeds, whkh I have 
from tin^tb time oommitted, against the dtctates' of 
reasoDy the' checks of my own? conscience^' a^ the 
kttft^vn' pf ee«^ of T&y holy word. 

I bsnre fr^entty n«glecied tke duties' of religion,- 
wlvich ie the great and most important concern of m^ 
life ; SMd when I hnp^e perforaied tbem, ic hath been 
veify oinen carelessly and out of custom; and without 
due affe^iMSon and attention-of mind* 

I hax*^' not served Thee with* that putfky of^ inten- 
tion, witfi t%»t shreisrity of hea^, with that fervency 
of spirit, with tliat zeal for Thy gtory, with that watch- 
fulness, care, diligence, and constancy, that I ought 
to have done. 

Bui I repent; O iny God, I repent; Lord, lay not 
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these sins to my charge: Father y forgive me^for 
Jesus Chris{*s s^ke* 

» 

I know that religion ha& nothing in it but what is 
perfectly agreeailde to right reason, and tmly perfec- 
tive of human x^atqase ; and y et^ out of a foofidi regard 
to the opinions of men, I have too often been atbamed 
to practise divers important duties, and to discounte- 
nance the evil practices and vices of others, or main- 
tain the cause of virtiie and piety ; not considering 
that whosoever is ashamed of Christ and His words 
in this adulterous and sinfiil generation, of him shall 
iiiQ Son of Man be ashamed when He cometh in the 
glory of His Father with the holy angds. 
. Bui I repent &c* 

I believe that all Scripture is given by the inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correctioiii, for insitniction in righteousness, thai 
they who desire and sincerely endeavour to s^rve Thee 
truly may be perfect^ th<»x>ugfaly furnished unto all 
good works : and yet^ my God, how seldom, how 
little have I read and pondered Tby holy word: how 
shamefully have I (^aitted the important and necessary 
duty of searching the Scriptures; and how foolish 
have I been in applying myself more diligently to, 
and taking more satisfaction in the reading of other 
books than of them ; not considering that they best 
set before us the way of life and the way of death ; 
and teach us what we must do to be saved from the 
wrath to come, and to inherit eternal life : and even 
when I have read them, it hath upt been with such 
good dispositions, with such an attentive and teach- 
able mind, such an hutnble heart, and sincere inten- 
tions to do whatever I should perceive to be Thy will, 
a3 I knew were necessary to entitle me to the pro- 
mises contained in Thy word. 

But I repent &c. 
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I haTe not be^n sufficiently tbankful for the conti- 
nued effects of Thy bounty towards me : neither have 
I received the afflicting dispensations of Thy provi- 
dence with such patience and submission as are due 
to Thy wisdom ; nor made such improvements and 
advantages of them as Thy goodness did thereby 
intend me. 

JBut I repent &c. 

In my transactions with mankind I have not had 
such a strict regard to sincere and can<£d dealing as 
Thy law requires^ but have often been too rigorous 
in exacting my own dues, and too backward in an* 
swering the reasonable expectations of others. 

I have not been sufficientiy careful to put the most 
charitable construction upon the words and actions of 
my neighbour; but have frequentiy injured his repu- 
tation by rash censures, and by tob easy belief of the 
unchristian insinuations of others to his prejudice. 

I have been too insensible of his wants, and too 
backward in embracing those opportunities Thou hast 
offered me of relieving and comforting him in his 
troubles and distresses ; not considering the manifold 
blessings Thou hast promised to the merciful, and tiie 
many and great mercies I daily receive fh>m Thee, 
and the much greater mercy I shall stand in need of 
at the dreadful day of the Lord. 

But I repent &c. 

I have not had that just, that few and mean opinion 
of myself that I ought ; but have been far too ambi- 
tious of, and too much affected with the praises of 
men. 

I have not been so meek and ^ntie, so patient and 
considerate under reproaches and ill treatment, as 
becomes a disciple of the crucified Jesiis ; but I have 
been too often carried out into siich degrees of anger 
and resentment, as have proved uneasy and preju- 
dicial both to myself and others. 



254 (^fice of pMiienee Sfc. 

i knoKT tliit without hclmess no i&«n shall s^ (he 
LcntI ; and that the pore mheart are blessed, for th^j^ 
shall see Thee, in Whooe presence is fiilness of joy 
for evermoce; and yet how remiss and inconstailit 
hare I been in my endeavoofe to cleanse myself frotn 
all fiUhinese boA of flesh and spirit^ and to perfect 
holiness in the fear of Thy Name ? 

But I repent &c. 

The pleasnres and bnsiness of diis life, and the de- 
sires of growing rieh, or being great, have cansed m^ 
often to fcMTget that I am bat a stranger npon earth, 
and that my d^ys are as a shadow that will soon pass 
away : and instead of maldng it my ccmstant stady 
and endeavour to disengage my affections ftom things 
on earth, and n> settle them on things abore, I have 
been too anxioDES and solicitous for the accommoda- 
tions of this life ; not consMering Thy gracions pro« 
mise, that if we first seek the ^gdom of Ood and 
His righteousness, all things needfiil forthe snpport of 
onr bodies shidi be added unto us. 

I hare been too apt to be discontented with my 
condition in tUs world, and not so willing to resign 
my self to Thioe aJl*wise providence as I ought. 

How Httle have I mortified my members which ^e 
upon the earth, inordinate affection', evil concupis* 
cence, and covetousness ? and yet I know that if any 
one love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him, and that none but the poor in spirit shall enter 
into the khigdom* of heaven. 

But I repent Sec. 

I have not been duly careful to improve my time to 
Hiase excellent pmrposes I might have done; but hcive 
wasted mnch* of it in the excesses of eating, drinking, 
and sleepkig^; much of it in vain recreations and 
divevsions, in dressing and adorning my body, and 
in paying and receiving formal and impertinent 
visits ; and in many other ways have I spent great 
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pQiftioiis of it idly, cnr unprafitably to mj^i alid 
others^ 

But s^a^i how littl&of mj tiiaehaTe I €a6^>l<K)red in 
reading, meditation, and prayer ? how littla in mortr- 
fication, abfitinance^ faating, and retirements I and yet 
the d&y of my life is far spent, and tbe night .of deaCB 
is at hand, wherein^ no man may work* 

But I repent &c. 

How backward have I been to examine thesiaie of 
niyc' sfm}^ ajad to call my sins to remenilMranGe,tSoa6 to 
mcvum aoid be aflfeQted with a godly sorrow for them i 
Cir if I have by Thy ^aee at any time been sensible 
of my sins and infirmities, how Httle- cave have I taken 
so to preserve and improve that senaer X bsure ha^ of 
ttiem, as to become thereby more circiimspeet and 
w#4ehful against ihem for the future, or less- prone to 
caademn the; infirmities of other men. 

But I repent ho.. 

how strong a proptensiea do I fi^el in myself to 
evil: — be^ stmngea ba^wardness to that wlii<^ia 

g<»d. 

1 eonfess, and lament, and bewail mf wretehed 
sjbato : I. am cosKupt : I have sirayed from the way of 
life and happiness : my conecience acousetb me, and 
my heart condemneth me. 

More particularly I confess that I have grievK)usly 
sinned against Thee by * 

These my sins, with many more than I can lecol* 
lect or number, are all in Thy sight ; aaad they have 
left their wretched and dismal effects upon, my mind 
and heart ; whereby Iliftne image, ia wfttich I wa» 
created is miserably defaced, and I amestoaBgpedfeom: 
Thee,, my God^ my true and only good- and happii" 
ness : so tbat when I look back upon the' ecrom: and; 



* Here call to mind your particular sins and offences, and humbly 
confess and bewail them. 
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tmscairiages of my life past, and reflect how little I 

Eosses8 of the spirit and temper of the Gospel, my 
eart trembleth for fear of Thee, and I am airaid of 
Thy judgments. 

O how shall I appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ, when He shall come in His power with the 
holy angels, to judge every man according to his 
works, and to take vengeance on them that obey not 
the Gospel ; since my life has been so unsuitable to 
the doctrines and precepts of it ? 

But I repent, O my God, I repent ; I accuse and 
condemn myself; I am grieved, I am troubled, and 
heartily sorry for these my inisdoings ; and I turn to 
Thee with full purpose and resolution of sincere obe- 
dience for the time to come. 

And I beseech Thee, O Lord, Who art gracious 
and merciful, long suffering and of great goodness, 
and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Who died 
for the ungodly; for His sake, and for Thy goodness^ 
sake I beseech Thee to pardon and forgive all my 
sins ; my sins of ignorance, and those which I have 
committed through want of care and circumspection; 
but especially all my wilful sins, and those transgres- 
sions, whereby I have at any time brought a reproach 
upon my christian profession, or occasioned others to 
fall : all of which I do now in a more particular man« 
ner lament before Thee. 

O Lord, Holy Father, Who alone canst order the 
unruly wills and affections of sinful men. Who gavest 
Thy Son to die, that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity ; vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, to cleanse and 
sanctify my polluted soul; and enable me by Thy 
grace to subdue all my irregular appetites and pas* 
sions, and to renounce and forsake every evil practice 
of what nature or kind soever : that my heart and all 
my members' being mortified from all worldly and 
carnal lust, I may no longer live in the flesh to the 
lusts of men, but according to Thy will, O Grod; 
and at the last may attain the gift of eternal life, 

2 
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which Thou hast promised to all them that sincetely 
love and obey Thee> through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 



Penitential Psalm collected out of the book of Psalms. 

I. 

O LoRD; rebuke me not in Thine indignation; nei- 
ther chasten me in Thy displeasure. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for t am weak : O 
Lord, heal me, for my bones are vexed. 

My soul also is sore troubled ; but, Lord, how long 
wilt Thou punish me ' ? 

Thou hast set our misdeeds before Thee, and our 
secret sins in the light of Thy countenance '. 

But mine eyes look upon Thee, O Lord God : in 
Thee is my trust : O cast not out my soul \ 

Turn Thee, O Lord, and deliver my soul : O save 
me for Thy mercies' sake \ 

Deliver me from all mine offences^. 

Call to remembrance, O Lord, Thy tender mercies, 
and Thy loving kindnesses which have been ever of 
old. 

O remember not the sins and offences of my youth ; 
but according to Thy mercy think Thou upon me, O 
Lord, for Thy goodness ^ 

For Thy Name's sake, O God, be merciful unto my 
sui, for it is greats 

Turn Thee unto me, and have mercy upon me ; for 
T am desolate and in misery. 

The sorrows of my heart are enlarged : O bring 
Thou me out of my troubles. 

Look upon my adversity and misery, and forgive 
me all my sin *• 

1 Psalm vi. 1—3. » Ibid. xc. a » Ibid, cxll 9. 

* Ibid. vi. 4. » Ibid, xxxix. 9. • Ibid. xxv. 6, 6. 

^ Ibid. ver. 10. • Ibid. ver. 16—17. 
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O hide not Hioil Thy face from me; nor cast Thy 
senrantawayindispleasuw^ 

Withdraw not Thou Thy mercy from me, O Lord ^ 
let Thy loving kindness and Thy truth alway pre- 
serve me '. 

My sins hare taken such bold upon me, that I am 
not able to look op; yea, tbey are more in nnmbeir 
than^the hairs of my head, and my heart hath failed 
me. 

O Lord, let it be Thy pleasure to deliver me: make 
baste, O Lord, to help me '. 

If Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to maik wbit is 
done amiss, O Lord, who may abide it^ ? 

My misdeedfi prevail against me ; O be Thou mer- 
ciful unto our sins ^. 

Lord, be merciful unto me ; heal my soul, for I have 
sinned against Tbee ^, 

My confusion is daily before me ; and the riiame 
of my face balh covered me ^ * 

For my wickednesses are gone over my head, and 
are like a sore burden, too Jieavy for me to bear^« 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with Thine ears con- 
sider my calling : hold not Thy peace at my tears ^* 

And hide not Thy &ce from Thy servant, for I am 
in trouble ; O haste Thee, and hear me. 

Shew Thy servant the It^t of Thy c6untenance ; 
and save me for Thy mercies* sake ^*. 

Thy mercy, O Lord, reacbeth unto the heavens ; 
and Thv fsft&fulness unto the clouds ^\ 

IL 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and consider my desire ; 
hearken unto me for Thy truth . and righteousness' 
sake. 



1 Psalm xxvii. 10. » Ibid. xl. 14. « Ibid. xi. 15, 16. 

* Ibid. cxxx. 1—3. 5 Ibid, ixv. a • IWd. xli. 4. 

' Ibid. xliv. 16. » Ibid* xxxyiii. 4. » Ibid, xxxix. 13. 

" Ibid. xxxi. 18. " Ibid, xxxvi. 5. 
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And enter not into jadgment with Thj servant ; for 
iu Thy sight shall no man living be justified \ 

I have gone astray like a sheep that is loet : O 
seek Thy servant ; for I do not forget Thy command- 
ments '. 

Quicken me^ O Lord, for Thy Name^s sake ; and 
for Thy righteousness' sake, bring my soul oat of 
trouble ^* 

Haste Thee to help me, O Lord God of my salva- 
tion \ 

Have mercy upon me, O God, after Thy great 
goodness ; according to the multitude of Thy mercies 
do away mine offences. Wash me throughly from 
iDy TfickednesSi and cleanse me from my sin : for I 
acknowledge my faults ; and my sin it ever before 
me. 

Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
dean: Thou shalt wash me^ and I shall be whiter 
than snow. Thou shalt make me hear of joy and 
g^dness, that the bones which Thou hast broken may 
rejoice. 

Turn Thy foce from my sins ; and blot out all my 
misdeeds. Make me a clean heart, O God ; and re- 
new a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from 
Thy presence ; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. O give me the comfort of Thy help again ; and 
stablish me with Thy free Spirit. 

The sacrifice of God is a troubled, spirit ; a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise *. 

O remember not our old sins ; but have mercy 
upon us, and that soon ; for we are come to great 
misery. 

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of 
Thy Name : O deliver me, and be merciful unto my 
sins for Thy Name's sake '. 



» Psalm cxliii. 1, 2. » Ibid. cxix. 176. » Ibid, cxliii. H. 

* Ibid, xxxviii. 21, 22. » Ibid. li. 15—17. • Ibid. Ixxix. 8, 9. 
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Deal Thou with me, O Lord God, according unto 
Thy Name ; for sweet is Thy mercy *. 

Comfort the soul of Thy servant ; for unto Thee, O 
Lord, do I lift up my soul*. 

Be merciM unto me, O Lord; for I will call daily 
upon Thee '. 

For Thou, Lord, art good and gracious, and of great 
mercy unto all them that call upon Thee ^. 

I should utterly have fainted, but that I believe 
verily to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of 
the living \ 

I remembered Thine everlasting judgments, O Lord, 
and received comfort •. 

O think upon Thy servant, as concerning Thy word, 
wherein Thou hast caused me to put my trust. The 
same is my comfort in my trouble : for Tliy word hath 
quickened me '. . 

Thou art my helper and my Redeemer; O Lord, 
make no long tarrying ^ 

Let Thy merciful kindness, O Lord, be upon us, 
like as we do put our trust in Thee*. 

61ory.be to the F&tba:, and to the Son, &c« 
Lord, have mercy upon me. 
Christ, have mercy upon me. 
Lord, have mercy upon me. 

Our Father, Which art in heaven, &c. 

O Lord, hear my prayer ; and let my cry come 
unto Thee. 



1 Psalm cix. 20. a Ibid. Ixxxvi. 4. ^ Ibid. ver. a 

^ Ibid. yer. $. ^ Ibid, xxvii 15. ^ Ibid, cidx; AS. 

7 Ibid. ver. 49, dO. > Ibid. Ixx. 6. » Ibid, xxxui. 21. 
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SECTION IV. 

THE penitent's GODLY RESOLUTIONS OF FUTURE 

OBEDIENCE. 



Preparatory sentences of Scripture — prayer before 
the Resolutions — ^solemn Resolutions to live answer^ 
ably to our Christian profession — prayer after the 
Resolutions^ 



Preparatory sentences of Scripture. 

O Lord our God, other lords beside Thee have had 
domimon over us : but by Thee only will we make 
mention of Thy Name *. 

Lord, truly I am Thy servant ; I am Thy servant, 
and the son of Thine handmaid ^ 

1 have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep 
Tliy righteous judgments '. 

I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way *: 

I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. 

I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate 
the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave 
to me. 

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord '. 

I am purposed that my mouth shall not trans- 
gress •. 

' All the while my breath is in me, and the Spirit of 
God is in my nostrils, my lips shall not speak wicked- 



» Isai. xxvi. 13. « Psalm cxvi. 16. » Ibid. cxix. 106. 

* Ibid. ci. 2. » Josb. xxiv. 15. • Psalm xvii. 3. 
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ness, nor my tongue utter deceit \ I will not remove 
mine integrity from me '. 

My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go : 
my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live '. 

I have borne chastisement, I will not offend any 
more : that which I see not, teach Thou me : if I 
have done iniquity, I will do no more *. 

I will declare mine iniquity ; I will be sorry for my 
sin*. 

* Godly sorrow worketb repentance to salvation, not 
to be repented of ^. 

And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a 
conscience void of offence toward God, and toward 
men '. 

O that my ways were directed to keep Thy statutes; 
then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto 
all Thy commandments ^ 



Prayer before the Resolutions. 

And now, O Lord God, most gracious and merciful, 
having through Thy grace seriously endeavoured to 
humble myself before Thee, in a deep sense of my 
wretchedness, and a sincere contrition for all mine 
offences ; and having implored Thy pardon and for- 
giveness of the same, through Jesus Christ Thy dearly 
beloved Son, Who is our advocate with Thee, and the 
propitiation for our sins ; I prostrate myself again 
before the throne of Thy mercy, most heartily desiring 
to renew that covenant which I made with Thee in 
my baptism, but have so miserably violated through 
the whole course of my life. 

O Thou, Who desirest not the death of a sinner^ 
but that he may turn from his wickedness and live ; 

' Job xxvii. 3, 4. * Ibid. ver. 6. * Ibid. ver. 6. 

* Ibid, xxxiv. 31, 32. * Ps^m xxxviii. la • 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
' Acts xxiv. 16. » Psalm cxix. 5, 6. 
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tarn loe, I beseech Thee» that I may tima unto Thee 
with all my heart and soul. O suffer me not to be 
formal or heedless, or partial in a matter of such infi- 
nite concern ; but let Thy good Spirit so direct, assist, 
and govern me, that I may be sincere, earnest, and 
unreserved in all my holy purposes and resolutions ; 
and may so heartily and devx)ody reneir my baptismal 
vow, that I may be restored to those glorious privi- 
leges, which my baptism entitled me to, through Thy 
mercy in Christ Jesus. 



Solemn Resolutions to live answerdbly to the engage^ 
ments of our christiim pr^^sion. 

In an humble dependence therefore upon Thine all- 
sufficient grace, I do here again most seriously and 
solemnly promise, and resolve from henceforward for 
evermore to renounce the devil, the world, and the 
flesh ; to continue stedfast in my belief of all the ar- 
ticles of the christian faith ; and to keep Thy holy 
will and commandments all the days of my life. More 
particularly, O Lord, 

I resolve, by Thine assistance, never to give con- 
sent to any of those wicked thoughts which my great 
adversary the devil shall suggest to my mind ; nor to 
comply with those temptations whereby he shall solicit 
me to sin : and especially, I resolve to avoid all pride, 
malice, and envy ; all treachery, lying, revenge, and 
cruelty, which are more particularly the works of the 
devil. 

Lord^ have mercy upon me ; and keep me evermoi'e 
under the protection and guidance of Thy Spirit and 
providence ; that I m^y faitkfuUy perform and make 
good these holy resolutions. 

I resolve, through Thy help, O God, not to do any 
thing unla\i'iul in order to procure honour, riches, or 

11 
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pleasure ; nor to be immoderate in the use of any law- 
fill enjoyment. I resolve to do what in me lies to 
discountenance the evil maxims and customs, and to 
avoid the bad company of a vain and wicked world; 
and to forego all worldly comforts and possessions ; 
all my natural relations, and even life itself, whenever 
they shall stand in competition with my duty to Thee, 
my God. 

Lordf have mercy upon me &c. 

I resolve, O God, by the help of Thy grace, to 
purify myself from all filthiness both of the flesh and 
the spirit; to suppress all lascivious and wanton 
thoughts; to avoid every thing that may have the 
least tendency to uncleanness: to be temperate in 
the use of meats and drinks ; and never to satisfy mj 
fleshly appetites, but in such a manner as is suitable 
to the dignity of my nature, and the purity of my 
christian profession. 

Lordj have mercy upon me &c. 

I resolve, by Thy divine assistance, to pay a sincere 
and diligent obedience to Thy holy will and com- 
mandments at all times, and in all instances whatso- 
ever : to be constant and regular in my devotions, 
both public and private : thankfully to own Thy 
bounty in all the good things I receive, and to submit 
patiently to Thy wisdom in all the afflictions I suffer : 
to honour Thy Name, which is holy and reverend; so 
as never to use it lighOy, nor to profane it by swear- 
ing in ordinary conversation, and much less by false 
or faithless oaths : to use reverently Thy word, and 
to observe religiously the day set apart for Thy wor- 
ship : and to shew a suitable regard to all things and 
persons that more immediately relate to Thee and 
Thy service. 

Lordj have mercy upofi me &c. 

I resolve, O God, by Thy grace, to be just in all 
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my dealings with my neighbour ; never to deprive 
him of his right by fraud or force ; to be sincere in 
my expressions/ and to be true tp my promises. I re- 
solve to relieve his necessities according to my ability, 
and to be candid In interpreting his words and actions; 
never to slander him by false reports, nor unneces- 
sarily to publish even his real faults by evil-speaking. 
I resolve to be meek and patient under all provoca- 
tions, and to be ready to forgive all afironts and in- 
juries, and to study to live peaceably myself, and to 
promote peace among all men. I resolve to love, re- 
verence, and obey my natural parents, and faithfiiUy 
to perform the several duties I owe to all my governors 
in church and state, and. to all my relations, friends, 
and dependents. 

Lordf have mercy upon me &c. 

I resolve, O God, by the help of Thy grace to make 
it my constant care to preserve in my mind such a just 
sense of my many sins and infirmities, as may secure 
me from a vain conceit of myself, or from imeasiness 
at the mean opinion that others may have of me. I 
resolve to be contented and satisfied under all Thy 
dispensations, how disagreeable soever to the natural 
, inclinations of my corrupt heart : and to apply myself 
diligently and conscientiously to the discbarge of all 
the duties which the several relations wherein I stand, 
and the state of life to which I am appointed by Thy 
Providence, require of me. I resolve to be frequent 
and impartial in the examination of my conscience ; to 
take heed to all my ways ; to be upon my guard against 
all temptations, and occasions of sinning; and to che- 
rish and improve all the good dispositions Thy grace 
shall inspire. 
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Prayci' Sifter the resolutians. 

All ttiis, O Lord, is my bounden duty and service ; 
and I am stedfastly purposed to perfonn it faithfully 
unto my life's end. But, O my Ood, I am riot able 
to do these things of myself : Lord, Tbouknowest my 
failings, and my infmnities are not hid from Hiee : 
O let it please Thy Fatherly goodness to show Thy 
strength in my weakness ; to confirm me every day 
more and more in these good desires ; and to keep it 
for ever in the purpose and resolution of my heart to 
make good the promises I have now so solemnly made 
to Thy divine Majesty. Suffer me not, O Lord, to 
turn again to sin and folly : but let Thy grace con- 
tinually preserve me, and enable me to reform what- 
ever is amiss in the temper and disposition of my mind, 
and in any of the actions of my life; and to become 
every day better and more useful in my generation. 
Make me careful so to live as I shall wish I had done 
when I come to die. Let my loins be always girded 
about, and my lamp burning ; and I myself like unto 
one that waiteth for his Lord. Grant this, O merciful 
Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, my blessed Sa- 
viour and Redeemer. Amen, 
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SECTION V. 

THE penitent's DEVOUT PETITIONS FOR GRACE 
TO LIVE ANSWERABLYTO HIS CHRISTIAN PRO- 
FESSION^ 



'Preparatory sentences of Scripture — Petitions for 
the graces and virtues of the Christian life — with 
a prayer especially ybr the use of the Clergy. 



Preparatory sentences of Scripture. 

Repent, and turn yourselves from all your trans- 
gressions ; so iniquity shall not be your ruin *. 

Wash you, make you clean ; put away the evil of 
your doings from before Mine eyes ; cease to do evil ; 
learn to do well \ 

Put off concerning the former conversation the old 
man ; which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts ; 
and be renewed in tiie spirit of your minds' ; 

And put on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness *. 

Set your affection on things above, and not on 
things on the earth : for ye are dead, and your life is 
hid with Christ in God : when Christ, Who is our life, 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in 
glory. Mortify therefore your members which are 
upon the earth ; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry *. 

» Ezek. xviii. 30. « Isai. i. 16, 17- ^ Eph. iv 22—24. 

* Ibid. ver. 34. » Col. iii.2— 6. 
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Flee these things ; and follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto 
thou art also called \ 

According as His divine power hath given unto us 
all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of Him That hath called us to glory 
and virtue : whereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promises : that by these you might 
be partakers of the Divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust. And 
besides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue ; and to virtue knowledge ; and to knovvledge 
temperance ; and to temperance patience ; and to pa* 
tience godliness ; and to godliness brotherly kindness ; 
and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things 
be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ K 

But who is sufficient for these things '• 

Do not err, my beloved brethren. Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights *. 

Work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling : for it is God Which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure '. 

And He said unto me, My grace ii^ sufficient for 
thee : for My strength is made perfect in weakness* 
Most gladly therefore will I rather, gloiy in my infir* 
mities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me '• 

For when I am weak, then am I strong ^ 

I can do all things through Christ Which strength** 
eneth me *. 

By grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God'. 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

» 1 Tim. vi. 1 1, 12. « 2 Pet i. 3—8. > 2 Cor. ii. 16. 

♦ Jam. i. 16, 17. * PhO. ii. 12, 13. « 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

y Ibid. vcr. 10. • PhU. iv. 13. • Eph: ii 8. 
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Jesu& unto good works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in them \ 



Petitions for the graces and virtues of the Christiem 

Hfe. 

Most blessed God, the fountain of all goodnessi 
Who didst create man at first in Thine own image« 
and when that was defaced by sin wast graciously 
pleased to create us again in Christ Jesus, after Thine 
own likeness> in righteousness and true holiness ; L 
humbly beseech Thee of Thine infinite goodness and 
mercy to endue me, Thy most unwOTthy creature, 
with that god-like temper of mind and those heavenly > 
virtues, which constitute the new creature, and which 
may dispose me for the attainment of that glorious 
end, for which I was created and redeemed. 

Send down, O Heavenly Father, Thy holy Spirit 
tipon Thy servant to sanctify my nature ; to renew 
me in the spirit of my mind : and to enable me so 
diligently to tread in the blessed steps of my Divine 
Master and Saviour, that the life of Jesus may be 
seen in all my actions, and His image be formed in 
my soul; and that, devoting myself wholly to Thy 
holy will and pleasure, I may make it my constant 
endeavour to employ every faculty of my soul, and 
every member of my body, and every day of my life 
in Thy service, and to Thy glory. 

Possess my soul, I beseech Thee, with such strong 
and lively apprehensions of the adorable perfections 
of Thy Majesty, and of the absolute necessity of my 
being in some measure a partaker of the divine nature 
here, in order to qualify me for the fruition of Thy 
glorious Godhead hereafter, as may effectually engage 
me to be holy, as Thou art holy; pure, as Thou art 

I- Eph. ii. 10. . . 
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pure ; and confbrmaUe to Thee m all Thine imitable 
exceUencies. 

Give me grace, O Lord, to love Thee with all my 
heart, and to serve Thee with all my strength ; and to 
make Thee, the Omnipresent and Omnipotent God, 
my only fear and hope, my trust and confidence^, mj^ 
joy and desire. Dispose me to hear, and read, and 
meditate on Thy word with attention and pleasure ; 
to pray without ceasing ; to give thanks to Thee in 
every thing ; to be constant and conscientious in the 
performance of all religious duties y and to peTfocm 
them always with such reverence aikL devotion, as 
may be acceptable in Thy sight through the media- 
tion of Jesus Christ my Saviour. 

O Holy Father,, enable me, I beseech Thee, to 
cleanse my heart from all evil imaginations; to subdue 
every inordins^ passion and desire ; to fix my mind 
upon those transcendeiy; and durable pleasures which 
are at Thy right hand ;, and to make it my principal 
concern to recommend myself to Thy &vour, by being 
pure and chaste in all my thoughts^ sober, coiniented, 
and thankfiil in all my enjoyments, humble in all my 
opinions of myself, charitable in all my sentimeiKtsand 
speeches of others, meek and patient under provocar 
tions and injuries, sincere and faithful in all my pro* 
fessions, just and upright in all my dealings, diligoxiA 
and cheerful in all my employments, discreet, inolen* 
$ive, and blameless in my conversation, and useful in 
every relation and capacity of life. 

And I beseech Thee, O Lord, to pour into my 
heart such ai tneasure of that most excellent gift of 
charity, as may dispone me for Thy saJce to love all 
men as I love mysefif; to forgive and pray for mine 
enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; and to be con* 
stantly willitig and ready to do all the good offices in 
my power to any of my fellow-creatures. 

Finally, O Lord, I most humbly beg that, whatso- 
ever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of 
good report, I may think <m these tilings ; and that 
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ibf^S Ddtiy ajbotmd in loe every day mpre and more : 
il^t I may be always growing wiser and better; always 
stadying to do iQore and more good ; always labour- 
ing to be stronger in the faith, richer in good works, 
i^pre firequ^Qt '\n n^ devotions, moice fervent in Thy 
serrice, more zealous foe Thy glory, more eminent in 
m^^toess and humility, in patience, charity, and every 
ihisig that is gpod and acceptable to Thee ; that so I 
may shine, as a light in the world, and excite others 
t^y my example to glorify Thee our Heavenly Father ; 
and when Jesu.s Christ, the Chief Shepherd, shall 
appear, I may i^eceive of Him a crown of glory that 
£adeth not away* Amen, 



For the use of the Clergy. 

. And since Thou Lord hgst been pleased of Thy 
gpecial grace wnd favour to call me^ Thy most un- 
worthy servant, to the holy office of priesUiood, and 
i4^ entrust me unth the cure of souls, give me grace, 
I humbly beseech Thee, diligently to discharge the 
weighty office which Thou hast called me to, and to 
'be a faithful and industrious labourer in Thy vine- 
yard. 

Enrich my understanding with the knowledge of 
Thy truth ; and so replenish my soul unth the gifts 
and graces of Thy blessed Spirit, that I may be tho- 
roughly furnished to vindicate a/nd defend the doctrine 
and discipline of Thy holy catholic and apostolic 
church, and to feed the flock over which Thou hast 
set me, unth the wholesome food of Thy word. 

O Lord, help me to take diligent heed to my mi- 
nistry, and conscientiously to apply myself to fulfil 
all the duties of it. Give me a mind after Thine oum 
heart, that I may delight to do Thy will, O my God : 
and whatsoever I do in word or deed, grant J may do 

n4 
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ity not ti^ith eye-service as a pleaser ofmen^ but with 
singleness of heart and a tmlling mind as the servant 
of Christy Who will one day call me to a strict ac- 
count for every soul committed to my charge. 

O Almighty and merciful Lord, Who knowest to 
how important and difficult a work JTiou liast called 
Thy sinful and most unworthy servant y I humbly and 
earnestly beseech Thee to consider my weakness ^ and 
the manifold temptations and dangers that encompass 
me on every side. And O let Thy holy Spirit of 
grace be ever present with me to direct and govern 
mcy to strengthen and assist mcj to animaie and invi- 
gorate me throughout the whole course of my duty^ 
and to fortify my soul with such degrees qfpatiencey 
and meeknesSy of prudence, and courage, and in- 
dustry, that I may never be weary of doing the w&rk 
of the Lordy because I know that my labour will not 
be in vain in the Lord. 

And O ThoUy Who art the sole Ruler and Dis- 
poser of the event and issue of all human endeavourSy 
give Thy blessing, I beseech Thee, to my labours, 
that they may be instrumental to the advancement cf 
Thy glory, the edification of Thy church, and the 
everlasting salvation of my own soul, and the souls of 
many others. 
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SECTION VL 

THE penitent's THANKFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

OF god's MERCIES. 



Preparatory sentences of Scripture — ^Tbanksgiving 
for all OocPs mercies^ both spiritual and temporal; 
— tmth prayers for grace to make a right use and 
improvement of them. 



Preparatory sentences of Scripture. 

Offeh unto God thanksgiving ; and pay thy vows 
unto The Most High^ 

Whosoever offereth praise, glorifieth Me*. 

Continue in prayer ; and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving'. 

Be ^ed with the Spirit: speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving 
thanks always for all things unto God and the Father 
in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ \ 

By Him let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God « 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips ; giving thanks 
unto his Name\ 

In every thing give thanks : for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you^. 

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 

> Psal. 1. 14. » Ibid. ver. 28. « Col. iv. 2. 

♦ Eph. V. 18—20. » Heb. xiii. 15. • 1 Thess. v. 18. 

N 5 
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Name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 'and 
the Father by Him ^ 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenly places in Christ '. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul ; and all that is within 
me, bless His holy Name« 

Bless the Lord^ O my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits'. 



Thanksgiving for all GocTs mercies^ both spiritual 
and temporal : tvith prayers for grace to make a 
right use and improvement of them. 

Almighty and eternal Lord God, and most merci- 
ful Father, I prostrate myself now before Thee in a 
most humble and thankful acknowledgment of Thine 
unspeakable mercy and goodness to me. Thy sinful 
crea^ture, and most unprofitable servant. 

. Blessed be Thy great and glorious Name hr create 
ing me after Thine own image, and giving me a 
nature capable of everlasting happiness; for my reason 
and understanding; my senses, memory, and speech^ 
and an my powers of mind and body. 

Lord, give me grace to live suitably, and to answer 
the end of my creation by making a right use and im- 
provement of all the fiai^uUies Thou bast endowed me 
withal, to Thy glory* my own good, and the benefit 
of others. 

, Blessed be Thy Name, O God, that I was bora of 
christian parenU, and early dedicated to Thee in holy 
baptism, and have been brought up in the knowledge 
and worship of Thee, the only true God^ and of Jesus 
Chi:ist Thine only Son our Lord. 

. *Coi.iiLi7. *Eph.i.a »PMlcttLl,2L 



.i.,.4 



.M«ke me tjraEcmghly cieaiiiil^la, I b.ese0<^ Tl^ee» of 
tb^ inesUmable privileges ipy b$^pti$m eqUl^es i^e 
unto; and grant me grace to giv^ all diligence to 
make 1V17 paping afid electiep mx^ m^ to jf2^ wor- 
thy of my holy profession. 

I bless Thep, O Lprd^ for Tbin^ unwearied paii- 
^ eace towpxds ane after ^ many and sq ip^\ provpea- 
tipns : and for Thy merciful preservation pf me from 
innumerable dangers through the whole course of my 
life. I bless Thee for supporting me under divers 
temptations ; and for preserving me from many which 
would have been too hard for me, if Thy grace ha4 
Tkoi^ prevented tl|em, and kppt me from ftUling into 

them. 

O l^t Thy goqdness lead me to repentance : apd ^s 
I liv(B by TThy mejrcy, let me live henceforward to the 

gUwry pfliiy.gr^ci^, 

O JiPrd Gpd, I bless Thee for the continual jind 
bountiiii} support of Thy Providence in affording me 
so plpQ^fuily all things needful to make my pagsage 
through thi^ wofld easy and con^fortable : for the 
measure of healtl^ which I bave enjoyed \ for any dcr 
gree of iispu^tipn in the world \ for the friends and 
benefactpri^ Thou bast raised up for me : and espe- 
pi^j fpr the ppportunities Thpu givest me of being 
instrumenial to Thy glory, and the good of my fellow- 
creature^. 

make me ever mindful of the strict account I 
must one day give at Thy dread tribunal ; and help 
me ^o diligently to improve ^11 these blessed adv^n- 
tage^, tb^-t I may ^ve up pay accounts with joy. and 
for my Blessed Saviopr's sake receive the reward of a 
good and faitbfu} servant. 

1 bless Tbee likewise, D fieavenly Father, for s^l 
the gracious methods of Thy goodness £0 reclaim me 
from the Wiays of sin smd v^ily, ^d to brin^ xfie to a 

n6 
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sense of my dependence and daty ; even for the chas- 
tisements of Thy fatherly hand, dl the light troubles 
and afflictions of my life. 

Sanctify, I beseech Thee, all Thy corrections to 
the good of my soul, and make them effectual to wean 
my heart from the world, and to root out the remains 
of all sinful habits ; so that I may be found of Thee 
in the last day without spot and blameless, and meet 
to be a partaker of the inheritance of Thy saints in 
light. 

But above aU, I bless and adore Thy tender love 
and compassion to me and all mankind, in the redemp- 
tion of the world by the death and passion of our Sa- 
viour Christ, both God and Man; Who humbled 
Himself even to the death upon the cross, for us mi- 
serable sinners who lay in darkness and the shadow 
of death, that He might make us the children of God, 
and exalt us unto everlasting, life. 

Accept, I humbly pray Thee, of the expiation 
which He hath made for idl our transgressions by the 
sacrifice of Himself, as of a lamb without blemish : 
and grant me such a sepse of my sins, and of the suf-^ 
ferings of my blessed Saviour for them, as may affect 
my heart with a deep soirow and contrition for the 
unworthy returns. I have made to His infinite love, 
and engage me to dedicate myself entirely and.fbr 
ever to the service of my most gracious Redeemer^ 
Who has loved me, and washed me from my sins in 
His own blood. 

T bless Thee also, O God, and give Thee most 
hearty thanks for the exceeding great love of our 
Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ, as in dying for 
us, so in instituting and ordaining holy mysteries as 
pledges of His love, and for a continual remembrance 
of His death, to our great and endless comfort. 

Grant, I humbly pray Thee, that as often as I eat 
x»f that bread and drink of that cup, I may worthily 

11 
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commemoi'&te, and effectually partake of all the bene- 
fits of His most precious death and passion. 

I bless Thee, O gracious Lord, for the inestimable 
advantages of Thy divine revelation ; for that Tliou 
hast not abandoned us to the dim light of our own 
reason, but> hast given us Thy holy Scriptures to in- 
struct us in all that is necessary for us to believe and 
practise, in order to our eternal salvation. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may give constant attend- 
ance to the reading of Thy holy word, and make Thy 
statutes my study and my delight ; and that I may so 
conform myself to the methods of Thy grace in this 
world, that I may be qualified for the manifestations 
of Thy glory in the next. 

Finally, O Lord, I unfeignedly bless Thee for all 
the gracious communications of Thy Spirit, whereby 
Thou hast excited in my heart any good desires, or 
enabled me t6 act agreeably to Thy will. Not unto 
me, O Lord, not unto me, but unto Thy Name be the 
praise. I will love Thee, O Lord, my strength; I 
will praise Thy Name for ever and ever. Thou art 
my God, and I will thank Thee : Thou art my God, 
and I will pmise Thee. While I live my soul shall 
bless Thee \ as long as I have my being I will sing 
praises unto Thy Name, O my most gracious and 
merciful God. 

Glory be to the Father &c. 
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sj:cTioN vij. 

XHB P^NiT»NT'S CHAHITARL^ I|fXSRq£S$IONS 
. FOR THE PEACE AND PRQeFDHITY OJ? CUVUCU 
AND STATE, 



>^e'^«s *. 



Pr^arato9*y se»ience8 of Scripti^re: prayer for 
Chrisfs Catholic Church — for the Church of 
England: Confession a«rf Prayer inhehajfofall 
the people of this kingdom ; and Prayer for Peace 
and Unity both in Cburch and Sts^te. 



Preparatory s^nt^nces of Scripture. 

Pray for the peape of Jerusalem { they shall pros- 
per tji^t love liiee^ 

J exhort therefore, that first of all, sapplicatiops, 
prayers, intercessions, apd giving of thanks, bema(}e 
for all tpen *, for kings, and for all tha^ are in authority ; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god- 
liness and honesty. For this is ^ood and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Saviour*. 

And seek the peace of the city '. 

And pray unto the Lord for it : for in the peace 
thereof shall ye have peace *. 

I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, 
which shall never hold their peace day nor night : ye 
that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and 

» Psal* ciatii. 6. » 1 Tim. ii, 1—3. 

' Jer. xsax» 7« * Ibid. 
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give Him no rest, till He establiab, and till He make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth K 

Confess you fkults one to another, and pray one for 
another*. 

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much*. 

God is mv witness, Whom I serve with my spirit 
in the gospel of His ^n, that without ceasing I make 
mention of you always in my prayers \ 
• We, being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of anotirer*: 

And whether one member suffer, all the members 
suffer with it ; or one member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular*. 

Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep ^ 

Pray for them which despitefully u^e you, and per- 
secute you '. 

Praying algo for us, that God would open unto 
us a door of utterance; to speak the mystery of 
Christ'. 

Prayer for Chrisfs Catholic Church. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by Whose Spirit 
the whole^body of the church is governed and sancti- 
iied, I make my humble suppUcatipps vwto Thy Gi^ine 
Majesty for all estates of men in Thy holy ^hi?rcb } 
that every member of the same may truly and faith- 
fuUv discharge the duties of his vocation mi ministry, 
escnewing those things that ^re ^ntrary to bis pirp-' 
fession, and following all such tbipgs ^ are ^gcfue^ble 
to the s^ime. And becs.usjB it ca&npt co^^^nu^ in ^J^ 
without Thy suwour, preserve it Qv^vm^a l?y Thy 

* » liai. Ixii. 6, 7. « Jam. v. 16. ' Ibid. 

* Rom. i. 9. • Rom. xH. 5. • 1 Cor, xii 26, 27. 

' Rom. adi. 15. « Matl^ v. 44. * Col. w. 3. 
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belp and goodness, that through Thy protection it 
may be free from all adversities, and joyfully serve 
Thee in all godly quietness, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



Prayer for the Church o/* England. 

Blessed Gob, I beseech Thee in a more especial 
manner to be favourable and gracious to the church 
established in this kingdom ; protect and defend her 
against all her adversaries ; suffer neither superstition 
nor profaneness to pollute her holy worship ; deck her 
priests with righteousness and salvation ; and let her 
saints rejoice and sing: and give us all grace to walk 
worthy of our most holy profession, that Thou mayest 
stiU delight to dwell among us, and to do us good; 
and that Thy holy worship and service, which we 
now enjoy, may by Thy mighty protection be conti- 
nued to us and our posterity for ever. And this I beg 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



Confession and prayer in behalf of all the people of 

this kingdom. 

Most gracious God, and heavenly Father, I hum- 
bly beseech Thee likewise to accept the prayers and 
supplications of Thy servant for all the people of this 
land. With sorrow and confusion of face I confess 
that we are a fidthless and stubborn generation; a 
people who set not their hearts aright, and whose 
spirit hath not been stedfast with Thee. We have 
been incorrigible under all ttie judgments Thou hast 
inflicted on us ; and unthankful for the many inestim- 
able mercies Thou hast vouchsafed to us. And so 
far have we been from bringing forth the fruits of the 
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gospel of Thy grace, which we have so long enjoyed 
in purity, that too many of us have turned it into wan* 
tonness ; and the best of us have not been so zealous 
of good works, as our most holy religion, and the sin- 
gular benefits we have enjoyed by it, require of us. 
Our contempt or neglect of Thy divine service, 6ur 
unrighteousness and uncharitableness one towards an- 
other, our riot and intemperance, our filthiness and 
uncleanness, our insensibleness of our brethren's mi- 
series, and all our other high provocations call loudly 
for vengeance upon us : and it is of Thy mercy alone 
that w*e are not consumed, and because Thy compas- 
sions fail not. Out of the same inconceivable mercy, 
and most tender compassion, be graciously pleased to 
pardon, and spare, and sanctify, and renew us, that 
iniquity may not be our ruin. Make us in this our 
day to see the things that belong to our peace, before 
they be hid from our eyes. And let the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation stir up the hearts of all ranks 
and conditions of men amongst us, to bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance : that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we may live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world; always looking for 
that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave 
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify us to Himself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works. Continue to us, O Lord, the 
blessings we enjoy : and of Thine infinite goodness 
add to us such mercies as Thou seest needful to us, 
through the merits, and for the sake of Thy Son, and 
our only Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Prayer ybr peace and unity both in Church and State. 

O God, the Father of om* Lord Jesus Christ, in 
Whom Thou hast revealed Thyself unto us to bo'love ; 
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and bast by tbe example of Thine infinite love to* 
WfiM^ds majPikiiid taught and commanded all Ckrist's 
disGiples to love oae another, to be of one mind, and 
to live in peaqe ; loo)^ down, I humbly beseech Thee, 
ijn much pity and compassion vpon this church and 
nation ; and pardon our lamentable violations of these 
hply precepts by our unchristian animosities, and 
^treds, and discords, a^d dissentionsi. Convince 
every one of us thproughly of our sin ; and give us 
graci^,. O Ij^d, ^erioudy to lay to. hesk^t the great 
danger we ^r^ iq by <Wir imhappy divispLoni^. Give us 
a rig^t UQd^rstwding of ourselves, and of our rdi- 
gion I and so olfeei ou^ hearts with that incompicohen^ 
sible love which Thou bast shewn unto us in our 
^Messed Lord ^^d Saviour Christ Jesus, that we may 
be foUQwers qi Thee, our God, as dear children, and 
walk in love as Christ h^th loved us, and given Him- 
felf an offering and a sacrifice for us. Allay all 
pur intemperate beats ; subdue our violent passions ; 
^ee us from all prejudice and evil surmisings \ and 
purge out of oQr hearts all bitterness, and wrath, an<jl 
anger, and claBK>ur, and evil-speaking, with all m^- 
iice ; that we miG^ be kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as Thou for 
Christ's 9ake hast forgiven us. And more especially 
fndue all those who are the guides of others, aU the 
pastprs pf Thy Church, Mrith this heavenly spirit ; that 
th^e may be no divisions among tbem, but they may 
bo perfectly joined together in the same mind, and the 
same judgment, and thereby lead their people in the 
way of love, as well as truth. Give them grace, O 
Lord, to remember and consider, that the servants of 
the Lord ought not to strive, but to be gentie unto all 
men, (much more one towards another,) apt to teach, 
patient, in meekness instructing those who oppose 
thepiselves \ that they may become examples to their 
flocks of these most excellent virtues, and teach them 
not cmly by their doctrine, but by their practice also, 
to Ipve without dissimulation, to be kindly affectioned 
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one to another, with brotherly love, in honour prefer- 
ring one another. Be pleased also to inspire the hearts 
of all our civil governors and magistrates with such 
love unto Thee, and to this church and kingdom, that 
they may employ their most zealous endeavours in 
this blessed work of being peace-makers, by healing 
our unhappy breaches, and reconciling all opposite 
parties ; remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, 
blessed are the peace-makers ; for they shall be called 
the children of God : and that the fruit of righteous- 
ness is sown in peace of them that make peace. O 
that these sacred truths may be deeply engraven on 
all our hearts, and never depart out of our thoughts, 
ifaat so every one of us, in our several places, may 
earnestly follow after the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another. Now 
the God of all patience and consolation grant us to be 
like-minded one towards another, according to Christ 
Jesus ; having the same love ; being of one accord, of 
one mind ; doing nothing through strife or vain-glory ; 
but in lowliness of mind esteeming each other better 
than ourselves ; that we may with one mind, and with 
one mouth, glorify Thee our God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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SECTION VIIL 



THE HUMBLE PENITENT'S CONCLUDING 

DEVOTIONS. 



Preparatory sentences of Scripture — Prayer for God's 
acceptance of this da'jfs devotions^ and for grace 
to put in practice our good resolutions^ and finally 
to attain everlasting life. 



Preparatory sentences of Scripture. 

I- 

Blessed is he whose unrighteousness is forgiven, 
and whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth 
no sin, and in whose spirit there is no guile \ 

I will acknowledge my sin unto Thee, and mine 
unrighteousness have I not hid. 

I said I will confess my sins unto the Lord ; and 
so Thou forgavest the wickedness of my sin. 

For this shall every one that is godly make his 
prayer unto Thee in a time when Thou mayest be 
found*. 

Thou art a place to hide me in ; Thou shalt pre- 
serve me from trouble ; Thou shalt compass me about 
with songs of deliverance '. 

» Psal. xxxii. 1, 2. » Ibid, 4—7. » Ibid. 8. 
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I sought the Lord, and He heard me; yea, He 
delivered me out of all my fear. 

They had an eye unto Him, and were lightened ; 
and their faces were not ashamed. 

liO, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth him ; 
yea, and saveth him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them 
that fear Him, and delivereth them. 

O taste and see how gracious the Lord is : blessed 
is the man that trusteth in Him. 

O fear the Lord, ye that are His saints ; for they 
that fear Him lack nothing ^ 

The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous ; and 
His ears are open unto their prayers *. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite 
heart ; and will save such as be of an humble spirit. 

Great are the troubles of the righteous ; but the 
Lord delivereth him out of all '. 

The Lord delivereth the souls of His servants; 
and all they that put their trust in Him shall not be 
destitute \ 

' Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright : for 
the end of that man is peace \ 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee. 
Trust ye in the Lord for ever ; for in the Lord Jeho- 
vah is everlasting strength ^. 

The way of the just is uprightness : Thou, most 
upright, dost weigh the path of the just ^ 

Great peace have they which love Thy law, and 
nothing shall offend them ^ 

1 Psal. xxxiv. 4—9. » Ibid. ver. 16. a Ibid. ver. 18, 19. 

* Ibid, xxxiv. 22. » Ibid, xxxvii. 87- « Isai. xxvu 3, 4. 

7 Ibid. ver. 7- • Psal. cxix. 166. 
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II. 

He diat keepeih the ooMmandmeBi l^eepeth iiis 
own soul : but he that despiseth His ways. shall (£e^. 

The fear df ttie Lord t^idedi to Iffe : and he that 
hath it shaU abide satisfied : he shall ^ot be visited 
with evil ^ 

Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no 
evil thing \ 

The Lord is with you, while ye be with Him ; and 
if ye seek Him, He wUl be found of you ; but if ye 
forsake Him, He will forsake you\ 

Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be 
weak : for your work shall be rewarded '. 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy ; 
break up your fallow ground : for it is time to ^&A 
the Lord, till He oome and rain righteousness upon 
you*. 

And exercise thysdf rather unto godliness. For 
bodily exercise profiteth little, but godliness is profit- 
able unto all things, having promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come ^ 

And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God*. 

See, I have set before thee this day life and good, 
and death and evil^ 

Therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed 
may live : that thou mayest love the Lord thy Ood, 
and that thou mayest obey His voice, and that thou 
mayest cleave unto Him ; for He is thy life, and the 
length of thy days ". 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him ". 

They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in 

f 

» Prov. xix. 16. a Ibid. ver. 23. « Eccl. viii. 5. 

* 2 Chron. xv. 2. » Ibid. ver. 7. • Hos. x. 12. 

' 1 Tim. iv. 7, a • Rom. viii. 28. • Deut xxx. 16. 

" Ibid. ver. 1^, 20. » 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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that day when I make up My jewels ; and I will spare 
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth 
him \ 

Be thoa fftithftil unto death, «nd I will give thee a 
crown of life*. 

And behold, I cdme quickly ; and my reward is 
with Me, to give every man according as his work 
i^ali be. I aM Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, &e first, and the last Blessed are they thd.t 
do His commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, 
and whoreifnongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and 
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie '. 

But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep 
yourselves in the love of Ood, looking for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life*. 

Now unto Him That is able to keep us from falling, 
smd to present us faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God out 
Saviour, be glory and msgesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever *. Amen. 



Prayer far God's acceptance of this day's devotions^ 
and for grace to put in practice our good resolu- 
tions, and finally to attain everlasting life. 

Blessed be Thy holy Name, O Lord my God, for 
Thy great mercy and goodness to Thine unworthy 
servant this day, in giving me both the opportunity 
and the will to retire from the world, in order to a 
more serious and solemn attendance on those religious 
duties that concern my everlasting salvation. 

» MaL iii. 17. « Rev. ii. 10. ' Ibid.xxii. 12—16. 

« Jude 20, 21. s Ibid. 24, 25. 
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Accept, I humbly beseech Thee, my humiliation 
and repentance for all the sins of my past life ; my 
resolutions of better obedience for the future ; and the 
prayers, and supplications, and thanksgivings which 
I have offered up to Thy Divine Majesty. 

Of Thine infinite mercy pardon all my failings ; and 
whatsoever good work Thou hast begun in me, be 
pleased to accomplish and perfect it until the day of 
Christ Lord, Thou knowest my weakness, and the 
number and strength of those temptations I am to 
struggle with: O leave me not to myself; but cover 
Thou my head in the day of battle, and in all my spi- 
ritual conflicts make me more than conqueror through 
Him that loved me. O let not the terrors or flatteries 
of the world, nor the deceitfnlness of mine own cor- 
rupt heart, ever betray me to the breach of those 
promises which I have made to Thee this day : but 
grant that I may be so stedfast, unmoveable, and 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, that I may 
in the end obtain that eternal life, which Thou hast 
promised to those who by patient continuance in well- 
doing, seek for glory, and honour, and immortality* 

Grant this, O merciful Father, for the sake of my 
blessed Saviour and Redeemer Jesus Christ; Who 
died for our sins, and rose again for our justification, 
and now sitteth at Thy right hand to make interces- 
sion for all penitent sinners. Amen. Amen. 



END OF THE OFFICE OF PENITENCE and HUMI- 
LIATION &C. 
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SECTION I. 

SCRIPTURE ACCOUNT OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES — 
AND OF THE EFFICACY OF CHRIST'S DEATH ; 

— WITH SUITABLE PRAYERS : containing 

1. A historical relation <^ the sufferings and death 
of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; with 
a prayer for a participation in th« benefits of His 
sufferings and death. — 2. Scripture proofs that the 
death of our Saviour Christ upon the cross was a 
true and proper sacrifice offered up by Him for the 
atonement of sin, and accepted by the Father as a 
full satisfaction^ in the behalf of all those who shall 
comply with the terms of the netv covenant in His 
biood; with a thanksgiving for the propitiation of 
Christ's death. 



1. Historical relation of the sufferings and death of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, 
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wliich is called the Passorer. And the chief priests 
and scribes sought how they might kill Jesus; for 
they feared the people. Then entered Satan into 
Judas sumamed Iscariot, being of the number of the 
twelve. And he went his way, and communed with 
the chief priests and captains, how he might betray 
Him unto them '• 

And he said unto them, what will ye give me, and 
I will deliver Him unto you? And they covenanted 
with him for thirty pieces of silver. And from that 
time he sought opportunity to betray Him'. 

Then cometh Jesus with them into a place called 
Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, sit ye here, 
while I go and pray yonder. And He took with Him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be 
sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith He unto them. 
My soul is exceeding sorrowflil, even unto death: 
tarry ye here, and watch with Me. And He went a 
little farther, and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, 
O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
Me : nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt 
And He cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them 
asleep, and saith tmto Peter, What, could ye not 
watch with Me one hour ? Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation : the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak. He went away again the se- 
cond time, and pcayedy saying, O My Fatfier, if this 
cup may not pass away from Me, exeent I drink it, 
Thy will be done* And He came and found them 
asleep again, fc»: their eyes were heavy. And He left 
them, and went away again, and prayed the third 
time, saying the sarnie words '. 

And there appeared an angd unto Him from hea- 
ven, strengthening Him. And being in an agony He 
prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground ^ 

* Lukexxii. 1—4. * Matt. xxvi. 15, 16. 

» Ibid, xxvij 86—44. * Luke xxii. 43, 44. 
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And when He rose up from prayer, and was come 
to His disciples ^, 

He saith unto them, sleep on now, and take }'our 
rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let 
us be going : bebcdd, he is at hand that doth betray 
Me*. 

And immediately, while He yet spake, cometh Ju- 
das, one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude 
with swords and staves, from the chief priests and the 
scribes and the dders. And he that betrayed Him 
had given them a token, saying, whomsoever I shall 
kiss, that same is He; take Him, and lead Him away 
safely. And as soon as he was come, he goeth 
straightway to Him, and saith. Master, Master ; and 
kissed Him '. 

And Jesus said unto him, friend, wherefore art thou 
come * ? 

Judas, betrayest thou the Son of Man with a 
kiss*? 

Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should 
come upon Him, went forth, and said unto them, 
whom seek ye ? They answered Him, Jesus of Na- 
zareth. Jesus saith unto them^ I am He ^ 

As soon then as He had said unto them, I am He, 
they went backward, and fell to the ground. Then 
tusked He them again, whom seek ye ? and they said, 
Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus answered, I have told you 
that I am He : if therefore ye seek Me, let these go 
their way : that the saying might be fulfilled which 
He spake, of them which Thou gavest Me have I lost 
none. Then Simon Peter ba\dng a sword drew it, 
and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his 
right ear^. 

. And Jesus answered and said, suffer ve thus far. 
And He touched his ear, and healed him . 

» Luke xxiL 45. « Matt xxvi. 46, 46. » Mark xiv. 43-46. 
* Matt. xxvi. 50. ^ Luke xxii. 4S. ' John xviii. 4, 5. 

' Ibid. vet. 6—10. » Luke xxii. 15. 
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Then said Jesus unto Peter, put up thy sword into 
the sheath : the cup which My Father hatii given Me, 
shall I not drink it ^ ? 

Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Fa* 
ther, and He shall presently give Me more than twelve 
legions of angels ? Bot how then shall the Scriptures 
be fulfilled, that thus it must be ? In that same boor 
said Jesus to the multitudes^, are ye oome out as 
against a thief with swords and staves for to take Me ? 
I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye 
laid no hold on Me. But all this was done, that the 
Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled* Then 
all the disciples forsook Him and fled '. 

Then the band and the captain and the ofBcers of 
the Jews took Jesus, and bound Him' : 

and led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, 
where the scribes and the elders were assembled \ 

The high priest then asked Jesus of His disciples, 
and of His doctrine. Jesus answered him, I spake 
openly to the world ; I ever taught in the synagogue, 
and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort ; 
and in secret have I said nothing. Why asketh thon 
Me ? ask them which heard Me, what I have said 
unto them : behold they know what I caid. And 
when He had thus spoken, one of the officers which 
stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, say* 
ing, answerest thou the high priest so ? Jesus an- 
swered him, if I have spoken evil, bear witness of the 
evil : but if well, why smitest thou Me ' ? 

Now the chief priests, and eldersj and aU the coun- 
cil sought false witness against Jesus, to plit Him to 
death ; but found none : yea, though many false wit- 
nesses came, yet found they none. At the last came 
two false witnesses, and said, this fellow said, I am 
able to destroy the telnple of God, and to build it in 
three days. And the high priest arose, and said unto 

» John xviiL 11. » Matt. xxvi. 53—66. » John ^iii* »k. 
* Matt xxvi.'67. » John xviii. 19—23. 
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Him^ answeiMt Thou noAing ? What is it which 
these witness against Thee ? But Jesus held His 
peace. And the high priest answered and said unto 
Him, I adjure Thee, by the Living God, that Thou 
tell us whether Thou be the Christ, the Son of God* 
Jesus said unto him, thou hast said : nevertheless I 
say unto you, hereafter diall ye see the Son of Man 
sitting on the right hand of Power, and oomingin the 
clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his 
clotfaes saying, He hath spoken blasphemy ; what 
further need have we of witnesses ? behold, now ye 
have heard His blasphemy. What think ye ? They 
answered and said. He ia guilty of death. Then did 
they spit in His faoe, and buffetted Him ^ 

And the men that held Jesus mocked Him, and 
smote Him. And when thev had bUndfolded Him, 
they struck Him on the face, and asked Him,: saying, 
prophesy, who is it that smote Thee? And many 
other things blasphemously spake they against Him \ 

Whoi. die morning was come, all the chief priests 
and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus 
to put Him to death : and when they had bound 
Him, they led Him away, and delivered Him to Pon- 
tius Pilate the governor \ 

And Jesus stood before the governor: and the go- 
vernor asked Him, saying, art Thou the king of the 
Jews * ? 

Jesus answered. My kingdom i^ not of this world : 
if My kingdom were oi this world, then would My 
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the 
Jews : but now is My kingdom not from hence. Pi- 
late therefore said unto Him, art Thou a king then ? 
Jesus answered, thou sayest that I am a king. . To 
this end was I bom, and for this cause came I ipto 
the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. 
Every one that is of the truth heareth My voice ^ 

1 Matt.xxvi. 59^67. » Luke xxii. 63—65. « Matt xxvii. 1, 2. 
« Jbid. xxvii. lU ^ John xviiL ^6, 37. 
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Then said Klate to the diief priests and to the 
people, I Bud no fault in this Man. And they were 
the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, 
teaching throughout all Jewiy, bc^[inmng ^m Gali- 
lee to this place. When Pilaler beard of Gralilee, he 
asked wheUierrthe Man were a Galilean. And as 
soon as he knew that He belonged unto Herod's juris- 
diction, he sent Him to Herod, who bimsdf also was 
at Jerusalem at that time ^ 

Then Htfod questioned with Him in many words ; 
but He answered him nothing. And the chief jmests 
and scribes stood and vehemently ai^cused Him. Aad 
Herod with his men of war set Him at nought, and 
mocked Him, and arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe> 
and sent Him again to Pilate ^ 

And Pilate, when he had called together the i^hief 
priests and the rulers and the people, said unto then), 
ye have bi«ought This Man unto me, as one that p^r* 
verteth the people : and, beholdj I, having eiiamined 
Him before you, have found no fault in This Man 
touching those things whereof ye accuse Him : No, 
nor yet Herod : for I sent you to him ; and, lo, nothing 
worthy of death is done unto Him. I will therefore 
cbastise Him, and release Him. (For of neces^ty be 
must release one unto them at the feast.) And tfiey 
cried out all at once, saying, away with "Hiis Man, 
and release unto us Barabbas*. 

Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake 
again to them. But they cried, saying, crucify Him, 
crucify Him. And he said unto &em the third time, 
why, what evil hath He dtme? I have found no 
cause of death in Him : I will therefore chastise Him, 
and let Him go. And they were instant with loud 
voices, requiring that He might be crucified. And 
the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed. 
And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as Uiey re- 
quired. And he released unto them Barabbas, that 

1 Luke xxiii. 4—7. a Ibid. xxiiL 9—11. » Ibid. 13— la 
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fot sedition and mmder was east into prison, whom 
they had desired ; but he delivered Jesus to their 
will \ 

And the soldiers led Him away unto the hall, called 
Pretorium ; and they called together the whole baud. 
And they clothed Him with purple, and platted a 
crown of thorns, and put it about His head ; 

and a reed in His right hand ' ; 

and began to salute Him, hail, King of the Jews *. 

And they spit upon Him, and took the reed, . and 
smote Him. pn th^ head. And after that they had 
mocked Him, they took the robe off frpm Him, and 
put His own raiment on Him, and led Him away to 
crucify Him *. . 

And He bearing His cross went forth ^ 

And there followed Him a great company of peo- 
fde, and of women, which also bewailed and lamented 
Him^ But Jesus turning unto them said, daughters 
of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for your- 
selves, and for your children. For behold, the days 
are cpmipg,^ in the which they shall say, blessed are 
the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the 
paps which never gave suck. Then shall they begin 
to say to the mountains, fall on us ; and to the hiUs, 
cover us. For if they do these things in a green tree, 
what shall be don^ in the dry ? And there, were also 
two other, malefactors, led w^ith Him to be put to 
death. And when they were come to the place which 
is called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the 
malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other ou 
the. left.. Th&OL said Jesus, Father, forgive them \ for 
they know not what they do ^ 
. And they gave Him vinegar to drink mingled with 
gall : and when He bad tasted thereof, He would not 
drink \ 
' And they that passed by reviled Him, wagging 

J Luke xxiii. 20—25. 2 ]vrark xv. 16, 17- ^ Matt, xxvii. 29. 

^ Mark xv. 18. « Matt, xxvii. 30, 31. « John xix. I7, 

' Luke xxiii. 27-34. » Matt, xxvii. 34. 
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their heads, and saying, Thou That destrojest the 
temple, and huildest it in three days, save Thyself. 
If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the 
cross. Likewise also the chief priests^ mocking Him, 
with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others ; 
Himself He cannot save. If He be the king of Israel^ 
let Him now come down from the cross, and we will 
believe Him. He trusted in Gk)d; let Him deliver 
Him now, if He will have Him : for He said, I am 
the Son of God'. 

And when the sixth hour was come, there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani ? which is, being 
interpreted. My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me '. 

After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, that the Scripture might he fulfilled, 
saith, I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of 
TiWar : and they fiUed a sponge with T»egar, and 
put it upon hyssop, and put it to His mouth. When 
Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, it 
is finished ^ 

And when Jesus had cried with a loud, voice. He , 
said, Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit : 
and having said thus, He gave up the ghost ^. 

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom ; and the earth did 
quake, and the rocks rent \ 

And one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His 
side, and forthwith came thereout blood and water ^ 

Ptayerfor a participation, of the benefits ofChrisfs 

sufferings anc? death. 

O BliESSBD Jesus,. our most gracious and compasr 
sionate Saviour, Who didst willingly submit to the 

1 Matt xxvii. 39^43. * Mark xv. 33, 34. ' ' "^ John xix. 28— 30.* 
* Luke xxiii. 46. « Matt, xxvij. 51. • John xix. 34. 
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greatest iii£gnifies, and pains^ and' sorrows for the 
expiation of our sins ; I most humbly beseech Thee, 
by that umitterable love whi^ moved Thee to un- 
dergo so great siiSerings for our sakes, to intercede 
for me with Thy Father, that those sins may be par- 
doned for which Thou hast so dearly atoned ; and 
that by the continual exhibition of lliy meritoriouis 
death the God of compassions may be moved in wrath 
to remember mercy , and to admit me to a participa- 
tion of all those benefits which Thou hast purchased for 
mankind, with pains most exquisite upon the cross. 

And, O* most merciful Father, Who so lovest the 
world, as to give Thine Only-begotten Son to die for 
us, that we might live through Him, I humbly entreat 
Thee, for the merits erf* His most bitter death, and 
through His most powerful intercession, to be recon- 
ciled unto me, and to pour down upon me the abun- 
dance of Thy mercy, and such a plentiful measure of 
the gifts and graces of Thy Holy Spirit^ as imy 
direct me into the paths of righteousness, and excite 
me to an ardent love, and careful imitation of t^e 
great Author and Finisher of our faith ; and at length 
conduct me to Thy holy hill, there to sing the praises 
of Father, Sdn, and Holy Ghost, to all eternity. Amen. 

2. Scripture proofs thai the death of our Savionr 
Christ upon the cross was a true and proper sacri- 
fice offered up by Him /or the atonement of sin, 
and accepted by the Father a^ a fall satisfiBbCtioA i'n 
the behaif of all those who shall comply with the 
terms of the new Covenant in His blood. 

All have sinned, and come short of the glory, of 
God; being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus : Whom God hatli 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, 
to declare His righteousness for tiie remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of God \ 

> Rom. Hi. 23— 26. 
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For ye know that ye ware not ledeemed with eor« 
ruptible things, as silver and gold ^ : 

but with the precious Uood of Chrifit» as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot '• 

Who His own Self bare our Mns in His own body 
on the tree \ 

and hath redeemed us from the curse of the laWy 
being made a curse for us ^. 

AU we like sheep.have gone astray ; we have turned 
every one to his own way ; and the Lord hath laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all ^ 

Surely He hath borne ou« griefis, and carried our 
sorrows : yet we did esteem Hini stricken^ smitten of 
Oody and afflicted ; but He was wouadedfor our trans- 
gressions, He was bruised for our iniquities : the 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him } and with 
His stripes we are healed '. 

Fpr He was cut off out of the land of the living : for 
the transgression of My people was He stricken^." * 

It pleased the L(»d to bruise Him ; He hath put 
Him to grief: when Thou shalt make His soul an 
offering for sin. He shall see His seed, He shall pro- 
long His days, and the pleasure of the Lord ^all 
prosper in His hand % 

Because He hath poured out His soul unto death : 
and He was numbered with the transgressors ; and 
He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors '. 

Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself 
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to GoA for a sweet 
smelling savour ^^ 

And He is the propitiation for our sins : and not 
for our's only, but also far the sins of the whole 
world *'. ' 

Neither is there salvation in any other : for there 

' 1 Pet. i. 18. • ibid. ver. 19. a Ibid. iL 24. 

; Gal iii. 13. « Isaiah liii. 6. • Ibid. ver. 4, 5. 

' Ibid. ver. 8. • Ibid. ver. 10. » Ibid. ver. 12. 

" Eph. V. 2. n 1 John ii. 2. 
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ii^ none oAusr name under heaven givto among men ^ 
whereby we must be sared \ 

Ood was in Christ, reconciling the world nnto 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them '. 

He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no 
sin ; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him • - 

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God ; 
being put lo death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit*: 

- and nAer He had oflfared one sacrifice for sins, for 
ever sat down- on the right hand of God ^ 

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by 
His own blood He entered in once into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for ns. 
For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes 
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh ; how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, Who through the Eternal Spirit 
offered Himself without spot to God, purge your con- 
science from dead works to serve the Living God i 
And tat this cause He is the Mediator of the new tes- 
tament, that by means of death, for the redemption 
of the transgressions that were under the first testa- 
ment, they t^bi^h are called might receive the promise 
of eternal inheritance '. 

Wherefore He is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come nnto God by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them'. 

For it pleased the Father that in Him should all 
fiilness dwell ; and, having made peace through the 
blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all thiiigs 
unto Himself*. 

Who being the brightness of His Faiker^s glory, 
and the express image of His person, and upholding 

J Acts iv. 12. 2 2 Cor. v. 19. » Ibick ver. 21. 

* 1 Pet iii. 1«. * Heb. x. 12. • Ibid. ix. 12—16. 

7 Ibid. vii. 25. « Col. i. 19» 20. 
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idl diings by tbe word of His power, when He bad 
by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high \ 

For the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that He by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man. For it became Him, for Whom 
are all things, and by Whom are all things, in bring- 
ing many sons unto glory, to make the Obtain of 
their salvation perfect through sufferings ^ 

And being made perf€HCit» He became the Author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him '. 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up ; that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life ^ 



jthanksffivifi'g for the propitiation of Chris fi death. 

I THANK Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, for Thine unspeakable goodness to mankind in 
giving Thine Only-begotten Son to take our nature 
upon Him, and to suffer death upon the cross for 
our redemption ; Who made there, by His one obla- 
tion of Himself once offered, a full, perfect, and suffi- 
dent sacrifice, oblation, and satis&ction for the sins 
of the whole world. 

For this so great salvation, which our blessed Re- 
deemer hath purchased for us with His own blood, it 
is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we 
should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto 
Thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty everlasting 
God ! For He is the very Paschal Lamb, Which was 
offered for us, and hath taken away the sins of the 
world : Who by His death hath destroyed death, and 

> Heb. i. 3. a Ibid. ii. 9, 10. 

» Ibid. V. 9. * John iii. 14, 15. 
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by His rising to life again bath restored to us ever- 
lasting life. 

Therefore, with angels and arch-angels and all the 
company of heaven, I laud and magnify Thy glorious 
Name, evermore praising Thee^ and saying, holy, 
holy, holy. Lord God of Hosts ! heaven ami earth 
are full of Thy glory : gloiy be to Thee, O Lord 
most High. 




SECTION 11. 



Scripture doctrine of the holy sacrament 

of the Lord's Supper ; with an enumeration of 
the duties preparative to a right receiving of 
it ; and with suitable prayers : shewing, that this 
Sacrament is a holy feast of Christ's own appoint- 
ment, wherein by eating bread and drinking wine 
We commemorate the sacrifice of His death, and are 
made partakers of the benefits of it. 



1. The Sacrament of the Lord^s Stopper is a holy 
/east of ChrisVs own appointment^ wherein hy 
eating bread and drinking wine, we commemorate 
the sacrifice of His deaths and are made partakers 
of the benefits of it. 

What shall I render unto the Lord for all His 
benefits toward me ? . 

I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
Name of the Lord *. 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come '. 

» Psalm cxvL 12, 13. * J Cor. xi. 26. ^ 
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The cnp of blessing whiefa we bless^ is it not tlie 
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the commmiiKm xd the body 
of Christ*? 

The Lord Jesus the same night in which He was 
betrayed took bread : and when He bad given thanks. 
He brake it, and said, take, eat: ihis is My body 
wUefa is broken for you : thi^ do in rememb^nee Jf 
Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, 
when He had supped, saying, this cup is the new- 
testament in Mj blood : ihis do ye, as often as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of Me '. 

I am the living bread Which came down firom hea* 
ven : if any man eat of this bread, he shall lire for 
ever : and the bread that I will give is My flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world ^ 

And whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My 
blood, hath eternal life ; and I will raise Him up at 
the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and My 
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth My flesh, and 
drinketh My blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in Him ^ 

But verily, I say unto you, except ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have no 
life in you *. 



Thanksgiving far the institution of the LortTs Sup- 
per : — and prayer j^r God's assistance and ticcept- 
ance of our preparation Jbr it, 

Blbssed and Holy Lord God, our most gracious 
and merciful Father in Christ Jesus, I worship and 
praise Thy glorious Majesty, as for Thine infinite 
lore in providing an all-sufficient Hedeemer for us, so 
for the gracious terms of that new covenant which 

' 1 Cor. X. 16. 2 Ibid. xi. 23-^25. « John vi. 51. 

* Ibid. ver. 54-^56. 6 Jbid. v». Sa 



Tbou bast been pleased ,to make witb us in the 
blood of His cross, and for admitting me, Thy most 
unworthy ereatuxe, into the blessed privileges of it by 
baptism. 

I bless Thee for the many happy opportunities 
Thon giyest me of commemorating the sacrifice of 
His meritorious death, and of hairing that most blessed 
ooYenant renewed to me in the holy sacrament of the 
Lord^s Supper. 

O with what awlbl reverence and humility, with 
what diligent preparation ought we to approach this 
sacred ordinance, wherein the Prince of life, and 
Lord of Glory is evidently set forth as crucified before 
our eyes ; ana a sure right and title to all the benefits 
of His passion are con&med to every worthy receiver ; 
but of which whosoever presumes to partake unwor* 
tbily eats and drinks judgment to himseUl 

O Lord God* in a just sense of my own weakness 
and unworthiness I cast myself down at the footstool 
of Thy Grace, beseeching Thee to assist and accept 
my endeavours to prepare myself for this blessed 
feast, and to work in me all those holy and heavenly 
dispositions, that are requisite to make me an accept- 
able guest at Thy table. 

And grant, I most humbly pray Thee, that I may 
so devoutly and worthily eat of this bread, and drink 
of this cup, that I may spiritually eat the flesh of 
Christ, ana drink His blood ; may dwell in Him, and 
He in me; be one with Him, and He with me ; that 
so His body which was broken, and His blood which 
was shed for me, may preserve my body and soul 
unto everiasling life* Amen. 



The duties preparative to the receiving the LonPs 

Supper are 

1. impartial examination into the state of our 
souls ; and serious consideration of the nature^ end^ 
and dignity of this holy sacrament; 
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2. iru^ repentaaee far our former sinsy and ^ied- 
fast purpose io lead a new life ; 

3. unfeigned love and charity t&ward$ all man' 
kind : 

4* hhely faitti in OoePs mercp through Christ, — 
intending thereby not only that whatever €hd has 
promised to penitent sinners ^ through Christy shall 
be effectually made good to them^ but also an assured 
persuasion that if we come duly prepared to this 
holy sacrament, the general promises of Ood in scrip- 
turcy concerning His pardoning mercy and grace^ 
t^Uxll be insmettiately applied and made good to our 
persons in particular; and 

5. a thankful remembrance of Christie deaths and 
qf the innumerable blessings which He has thereby 
purchased for usy and a resolution to express our 
thankfulness in following the blessed steps of His 
most holy Ufe. 

1. Impartial examination into the state of our souls, 
and serious consideration of the nature, end, and 
dignity of this holy sacrament. 

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup \ 

Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup 
of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord '. 

He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord^s body. For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we would 
judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But 
when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, 
thai we should not be condemned with the world '• 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord *. 

» I Cor. xi. 28. « Ibid. ver. 27* 

* Ibid. ver. 21^-33. * Lem. iii. 40. 
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Belored, if our heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence toward God ' : 

If our heart condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things ^. 

Examine me, O Lord, and prove me : trj my reins 
and my heart '. 

I will wash mine hands in innocency : so will I 
compass Thine altar, O Lord ^. 



Prayer far a faithful ducharge of the duty of self- 
examination. 

O most holy, and most glorious God, Who hast 
declared that Thou wilt be sanctified in aU them that 
come nigh Thee ; and hast commanded us to examine 
ourselves before we presume to approach Thy table ; 
grant me, I beseech Thee, so seriously to consider 
die transcendent dignity of this holy sacrament, and 
the great peril of the unworthy receiving thereof; 
and so to examine my conscience by the nile of Thy 
commandments, that I may never become obnoxious 
to the dreadful sentence which Thou hast denounced 
against those who eat and drink unworthily. 

My heart, O Lord, is corrupt, and deceitful above 
all things; how can I know it? O Thou Who 
searchest the reins, and requirest truth in the inward 
parts, and dost also make us to understand wisdom 
secretly, discover to me all the evil and deceits of my 
own heart, and help me so impartially to' judge and 
condemn myself, and so penitently to acknowledge 
and bewail my great sinfulness and wretchedness, 
that I may not be condemned in the last day, when I 
shall be summoned before Thine awful tribunal to 
give a strict account of all my thoughts, and words, 
and actions. 

1 1 John iii. 21. > Ibid. yet. 20. 

* Psalm xxvi. 2. « Ibid. ver. 6. 
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O let me not act partially or carelessly iu a maUer 
of such vast importance ; but give me grace so dili- 
gently to search every secret of my heart, tbat I ii^aj 
leave no sin unrepented of; but may. come h(dy and 
clean to this heavenly feast in the marriage garment 
required in Holy Scripture ; and may .be received by 
Thee as a worthy partaker of Thy holy table, through. 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



2. Tnie repentance for our former sinsy and a sted* 
fa$t purpose to lead a new l{fe. 

Repent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand \ 

Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish '• 

Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven '• 

Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that vouc 
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refre^ing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord *. 

In that day, saith the Lord, I will pour upon the 
house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, the spirit of grace and of supplic^tiops ; and 
they shall look upon Me Whom they have pierced ; 
and they shall mourn for Him, as o^e moun^eth (or 
his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his first-born \ 

Li that day there shall be a foimtain x^pened to the 
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
for sin and for uncleanness ^ 

Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be 
a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ 
our Passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us 
keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the 



» Matt. iii. 2. » Luke xiii. 3. * Matt xviiL 3. 

* Acts iii. 19. 3 Zech. xii. 10. « Ibid. xiii. I. 
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le^en 4of inaKce and wkkedneflsj but wHb the un- 
leavened bread of sincerity and truth ^ 

Foraftimich then as Christ hath suffered for us in 
the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind : for he that hath 8u£fered in the flesh, hath 
ceased from An ; that he no longer should lire the 
rest of his time iq the flesh, to the lusts of men, but 
to the will of God '. 

Far how shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein ? Know ye not, that so many of us 
as were baptised into Jesus Christ, were baptised into 
His deatth r Therefore we are buried with Him by 
baptism into death : that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
alsd should walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been planted together in the likeness of His death, 
we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection : 
knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that hence- 
fbHh we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is 
freed from sin *. 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither 
yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteous- 
ness unto sin : but yield yourselves unto God, as those 
that are alite from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness unto God^. 

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey ; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness * ? 

What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye 
are now ashamed ? for the end of those things is 
death. But now being made free from sin, and be- 
come servants to God, ye have your firuit unto holi- 
ness, and the end everlasting life. For the wages of 



» I Cor. ▼. 7, ». ' 1 Pet. iv. 1, 2. » Rom. vi. 2—7. 

« Ibid. ver. 12, 13. « Ibid. ver. 16. 
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sin 19 deafh; but the g% of God is eternal Ufe 
throagh Jesus Christ our LoEd ^. 



A confession of our sinfulness^ and ipnuyerfor sincere 

contrition. 

most holy Lord God, Who beholdest all our 
waySy and undbrstandest the most secret imaginations 
of our heart, I desire to humble myself before Thee 
with shame and confusion of face, in a deep sense of 
my cjeat wretchedness and unworthiness by reason 
of the original coiraption of my natute, and tL mani- 
fold sins and prorocations. of my life. 

1 ccmfess, O Lord, that I was conceived in sin^ and 
brought forth in iniquity ; and while I have forgoUen 
Thy laws, and neglected to seek to Thee as I ought 
for the acv^istanee and gmdance of Thy Holy Sf»rit, 
the corruptions of my heart have increased mote and 
more^ and drawn me into the commissi<m of many 
great and shameful sins, and led me to the omisi^on 
of many great and important duties '. 

These my transgressions, O Lord, which I now 
confess and bewail before Thee, and many more than 
I can recollect or number, have made me less than the 
least of Thy mercies, and utterly unworthy of Thy 
grace and favour. But, I beseech Thee, let the same 
infinite goodness, which amidst all my provocations 
hath spared me thus long, prevail with Thee to 
accept this ctmfession and humiliation of a penitent 
sinner. Give me a deep sense of the evil of sin, and 
of my own vileness and wickedness in offending so 
holy and so gracious a God, against the clearest 
knowledge of Thy will, the checks of my own con- 
science, and the highest obligations ho/At of duty and 
interest. 

1 Rom. vi. 21—23. 

' Kere make a particular confession of the sins of which upon ex* 
amination you find yourself to have been {fuilty. 
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And graaty I hambly pray Theej that the remem- 
brance of my exceeding great follj^ and perverseness, 
and ingratitude in my former offences, may work in 
me a hearty indignation against myself, and fill my 
9Qul with diaMie> and sorrow, and confusion ; that 
when I come to Thy holy table I may offer unto Thee 
the sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart, which is 
always aciQeptable in Thy sight, through the merits 
and mediation of Thy Son Jesus Cluist my <Hily 
Saviour agod B^eamer . Amen. 



Besol^iitions i0 fvpe beUerfor the future. 

With this profej»sion of my unfeigned sorrow and 
lEepentonoe for my past sans, I humbly offer up to 
Thy Divine Majesty my m<>st earnest desire tx) be 
d^vered from them for the time to come, and my 
aieeerest resiolutidns to use my utmost endeavoum to 
reform wliatever h^ been amiss in the temp^ of my 
mind, or the course of my life ; and espe<^ally to for- 
aake £^1 those sins that I know myself most apt to be 
betrayed into^ and to labour after those virtues in 
whioh I have hitherto been most defective *. 

And that I may never fall from these good pur- 
poses through the temptations of the world, or the 
deceitfulness of my own heart, I here solemnly pur- 
pose to set Thy laws always before mine e^es, and to 
keep a strict watch over all my thoughts and ways ; 
to oremember my owaa weakness and frailty, and to 
pray daily for the assistance and conduct of Thy 
blessed Spirit > to avoid as much as in me lies all oc* 
casions and incitements tp »0| and by a r^^^oieis use 
of Thy hply oi'dinances, batl^ in public and private, to 

* Here renounce the particular sins you find youraelf in ^eateet 
danger of falling into, whether by nature or custom, or the course of 
your business and conversatton ; and pray dutt you may be 'enabled to 
attain the contrary virtues. 
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preserve and cherish the good dispotifiohs Thou hast 
raised in my heart 

With Uiese godly resolutions of a sincere a^dd tml- 
form obedience for the ftttttre, I desire to approach 
Thy holy table, in an hmnble assurance thnmgh 
faith in my crucified Saviour to receive the com&^- 
able pledges of my pardon for all that is past O 
Thou, Who art a God ready to pardon and abundant 
in mercy, blot out, I beseech Thee, all my knoirn and 
wilful transgresfflions ; and cleanse me also from my 
secret faults. 

And that I may faithfully keep and perform these 
holy purposes and resolutions, and continue Thine 
obedient sen^ant unto my life's end ; vonebsafe to me 
in these holy mysteries such a portion of Thy good 
Spirit, as Thou shalt see necessary to guide me in all 
my ways, and preserve me against sdl temptations, 
and to keep up in me a true christian temper of soul : 
that so, being justified by faith, and strengifaetaed 
with might by Thy Spirit in the inner man, I may be 
renewed after Thy likeness in righteousness add true 
holiness, and continually live to Him Who died for 
me, Thy Son and my alone Saviour, Jesus Christ 
Amen, 



2. Unfeigned love and charity towards all mankind. 

Beloved, let us love one another : for love is of 
God ; and every one that loveth is bom of Qodj and 
knoweth God. He that loveth notknoweth not God ; 
for God is love. In this was manifested the love of 
God toward us, because that God sent His Only-be- 
gotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propi- 
tiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another \ 

* lJohniv.7— 11. 
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Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children ; 
and walk in love, as Christ also halh loved us, and 
hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweet-smelling savour \ 

Let all bitt^nessy and wrath, and anger, and cla« 
mour^ and evil-speaking, be put away ftom you, with 
all malice : and be ye kind one to another, tender* 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you'. 

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long-suffering ; forbearing one ano- 
ther, and forgiving one another, if any man have a 
quarrel against any ; even as Christ forgave you, so 
also do ye. And above all these things, put on charity, 
which is the bond of perfectness* And let the peace 
of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are 
called in one body '• 

. For we being many are one bread, and one body : 
for we are all partakers of that one bread ^. 

For as we have many members in one body, and 
all members have not the same office : so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every one members 
one of another ^ 

We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmi- 
ties of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let 
every one of us please his neighbour for his good to 
edification. For even Christ pleased not Himself; 
but, as it is written, the reproaches of them that re* 
proached Thee fell on Me ^ 

Now the God of patience and consolation grant 
you to be like-minded one toward another according 
to Christ Jesus : that ye may with one mind and one 
mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ ^ . .' . 

Let love be without dissimulation '. 

' » Eph. V. 1, 2. a Ibid. iv. 31, 32. » Col iii. 12— IS. 

♦ 1 Cor. X. 17. » Rom. xii. 4, 6. « Ibid. xv. 1—3. 

7 Ibid. ver. 5, 6. • Ibid. xii. 9. 

Hele's Officet. P 
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Be kindly affectionedone to oaother with brotherly 
love ; iu honour preferring one another ^ 

Distributing to the necessity of aunts; giv^n to 
hospitality. Bless them which persecute you : bless, 
and curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep. Be of the same mind 
one toward aaother. Mind not high things, but con- 
descend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your 
own conceits. Kecompense to no man evil for evil. 
Provide things hcmest in the sight of all men. If it 
be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath : for it is written, 
vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him : if he 
thirst, give him drink : ibr in so doing thou shalt heap 
coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good '. 
: Rejoice not when thine enemy falletb, and let not 
thy heart be glad when h^ stumbleth '• 

But love your enemies, do good to them which hate 
you, bless them that curse you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you *• 

And your reward shall be great, and ye shall be 
the children of the Highest : for He is kind unto the 
unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, 
as your Father also is merciful. Judge not,, and ye 
shall not be judged : condemn not, and ye shall not 
be condemned : forgive, and ye shall be forgiven : give, 
and it shall be given unto you ; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, ai^ running over, shall 
men give into your bosom : for with the same mea- 
sure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you 
4gain ^ 

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against 

\ rT' """Jl^- ' '^*^- ''^^' ^3-21. » Prov. xxiv. 17. 

Luke VI. 27, 28. « Ibid. ver. 36—38. 
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thee, leave thete thy gift befete the altar, and go thy 
way ; first be reconciled t6 thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift \' 



Prayer for the grace of Charity. 

AlMIGHI^y and most merciful God, Who hast 
abundantly manifested Thy love towards us in send- 
ing Thy Son to be the propitiation for our sins, and 
hast commanded us to be followers of Thee, as dear 
chfldren, in being merciful as Thou our heavenly 
Father art mercifiil; and to walk in love as Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us ; 
grant me Thy grace, I beseech Thee, that I may 
seriously lay to heart the indispensable obligations I 
lie under to the practice of a duty, so powerfully 
recommended, and so strictly enjoined in Thy holy 
word. 

I do now more particularly pray for that most ex- 
cellent gift of charity, as it is a necessary disposition 
to my worthily receiving that holy sacrament, which 
was instituted by our blessed Master and only Saviour 
Jesus Christ, as well to be a means of engaging all 
His disciples to love one another, as to be a standing 
memorial and visible pledge of His love to us. 

Grant, therefore, O gracious Lord, that I may 
carefully put away from me all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clarbour, and evil-speaking, with all 
malice ; and that I may also put on^ as becomes the 
elect of God, bowels of mercies, kmdness, humble- 
ness of mind, meekness, and long-suffering ; that I 
may love with a sincere and cordial affection ; and be 
always ready to do good, and glad to communicate ; 
and as much as in me lies, promote the present and 
future happiness of all men, and especially of them 
that are of the household of faith. 

> Matt. V. 23, 24. 

p2 
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O let the peace of God rule in my heart, and dis- 
pose me erennore to follow after the things that make 
for peace, and things wherewith I may ed^ others. 
Lord, give me grace to love even my enemies, to do 
good to them tibat hate me, to bless them that curse 
me, and to pray for them that .despitefiilly use me, 
that so I may be in^bed Thy child, Who art kind to 
the unthankml and to the evil, and a tnie disciple of 
my blessed Saviour, Who died for His enemies, and 
prayed for His persecutors even when He was suffer-- 
ing the most bitter effects of their malice and oruelty. 
Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for the sake of the 
Same my blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, Thine only 
Son our Lord. Amen* 



4. Lively faith in GocPa mercy through Christ ; in- 
tending thereby not only that whatever Ood has 
promised to penitent sinners through Christ shall 
be effectually made good to them^ but also cwi as*- 
sured persuasion ttixt^ if we come duly prepared 
to this Holy Sacrament^ the general promises o/* 
God in Scripture y con-cemingHis pardoning mercy 
and grace J' shall be immediately applied and made 
good to our persons in particular. 

This is a ftdthftil saying, and worthy of all accept- 
ation, that Christ Jesus came into the woiid to save 
sinners *. 

And by Him all that believe are justified firom ail 
things, from which ye could not be justifi^ by the 
law of Moses '. 

To Him give all the prophets witness, that through 
His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive 
remission of sins'. 

The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 

I I Tim. i. 16. « Acts xiii. 39. * Ibid. x. 43. 
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things intio His hand. He that believeth on the Son 
faatfa everlasting life : and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; bnt the wrath of God abideth 
on him ^ 

He that believeth on the Son of Grod hath the 
Witness in himself : he that believeth not Grod hath 
made him a liar; because he believeth not the record 
tliat God gave of His Son. And this is tlie record, 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life ; and he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These 
things have I written unto you that believe on the 
Name of the Son of God ; that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the Name 
of the Son of God \ 

JVhOj after he had offered one sacrifice for sin, for 
ever sat down on the right hand of God '. 

For by one offering He hath i)erfected for ever 
them that are sanctified \ 

' Having, therefcoe, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way, which He hath consecrated for us through the 
veil, that is to say, His flesh : and having an High 
Priest over the House of God ; let us draw near with 
a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled firom an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water '• 

Jesus said^ come unto Me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest ^. 

I am Uie bread of life : he that cometh to Me shall 
never 'hunger ; and he thsit believeth on Me shall 
never thirst ^ 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on 
Me hath everlaisling life, I am that bread of life *. 
' This is the bread which cometh down firom heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof, and not die '• 

» John iii. 36, 36. M John v. 10—1,3. ' Heb. x. 12. 
* Ibid. tcr. 14. * Ibid. ver. 19—22. « Matt. xi. 28. 

' John vi. 36. • Ibid. ver. 47, 48. » Ibid. ver. 60. 

P3 
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He that eateih of this bread shall live for ever ^ 

As the living Father halh sent Me> and I live by 
the Father : so he that eateth Me, even he shall live 
by Me*. 

Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureih unto everlasting life, which 
the Son of Man shall give unto yoU *. 

Lord, evermore give us this bread *. 



Prayer for a lively faith in GocFs mercy through 

Christ. 

Almighty and Everlasting God, Who didst so 
love the world as to give Thine Onljr-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him shoidd not perish^ 
but have everlasting life ; grant ine, I beseech Thee, 
so perfectly and without all doubt to believe In Thy 
Son Jesus Christ, that my faith may be nnreptovable 
in Thy sight ; and that I, being riiade free 6om sin, 
and becoming the servant of God, may have my fruit 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

I pray Thee particularly to increase and strengthen 
my faith with respect to the merit and efficacy of Thy 
Son's cross and passion: that I may come to the 
Lord's table with a firm and lively persuasion that 
the death which He suffered for us upon the cross 
was a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world ; and 
that if I am not wanting in my endeavours to fit 
myself for so divine a favour, all the blesiled promises 
which Thou hast made to mankind for His sake, will 
assuredly be made good to me in particular by means 
of that holy sacrament whereof I am now preparing 
to communicate. Gtant this, O merciful Father, for 



1 John vi. 68. » Ibid. ver. 67- 

* Ibid. ver. 27. ♦ Ibid. ver. 34. 
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the merits^ and through the mediation of the Same, 
Thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



5. Thankful remembrance of Christ's death, and of 
the innumerable blessings which He has thereby 
purchased /or us ; and a resolution to express our 
thankfulness in following the blessed steps of His 
most holy life. 

Christ al&o suffered for us, leaving us an exam- 
ple, that ye should follow His steps ; Who did no 
sin; neither was guile found in His mouth: Who, 
when He was reviled, reviled not again ; when He 
suffered* He threatened not, but committed Himself 
to Him that judge th righteously : Who his own Self 
bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness : 
by Whose stripes ye were healed *. 

Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will 
of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work '• 

1 seek not Mine own will; but the will of the Fa- 
ther Which hath sent me '• 

For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of Him that sent Me \ 

Let tliis mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus : Who, being in the^ form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God : but made Him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men : and 
being found in fashion as ^ man,. He humbled Him- 
(self, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross '• 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God| that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 



1 1 Pet. ii. 21—24. » John iv. 34. ' Ibid. v. 30. 

* Ibid. vi. 3a. * Phil. ii. 5—8. 
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holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service ^ 

For ye are bought with a price: therefore glo- 
rify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's '. 

Offer unto God thanksgiving ; and pay thy vows 
unto the Most High *. 

Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God : let all that 
be round about Him bring presents unto Him That 
ought to be feared *. 

An offering of a free heart will I give Thee, and 
praise Thy Name, O Lord, because it is so comfort- 
able*. 

Eveiy day will I give thanks linto Thee, and prsdse 
Thy Name for ever and ever*. 

One generation shall praise Thy worts unto an- 
other, and declare Thy power ^. 

The memorial of Thine abundant kindness shall be 
shewed ; and men shall sing of Thy righteousness*. 

All Thy works praise Thee, O Lord, and Thjr 
saints give thanks imto Thee '. 

For Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by Thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation ". 

Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood, and hath inade us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father ; to Him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever". ; ' 

Worthy is the Lamb That was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing "• 

Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever "• 

i Rom. xii. 1. « 1 Cor. vi. 20. » Psalm). 44. 

* Ibid. Ixxvi. 11. « Ibid. liv. 6. . « Ibid. cxlv. 2. 

' Ibid. ver. 4. • Ibid. ver. ^, » Ibid. ver. 10. 

" Rev. V. 9. >» Ibid. i. 6, 6. " Ibid. v. 12. 

" Ibid. ver. 13. 
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Prayer for a thankful remembrance of Christ's 
deaih ; and for grace to express our thankfulness 
in the future obedience of our lives. 

AuifiGHTY God and Heavenly Father, Who hast 
vouchsafed to invite me to Thy holy table, where will 
be administered the most comfortable sacrament of 
the body and blood of Christ, to be received in re- 
membrance of His meritorious cross and passion, 
whereby alone we obtain remission of our sins, and 
are made partakers of the kingdom of Heaven ; I 
desire to render Thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for that Thou hast given Thy Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, not only to die for us, but also to be our 
spiritual food and sustenance- in that holy sacrament. 
And I beseech Thee to give me grace to approach 
Thy table vdth a lively and grateful sense of this 
Thine iuestimable goodness, and of the innumerable 
benefits which our blessed Saviour and Redeemer has 
purchased for us by His death. And grant, I hum- 
bly pray Thee, that I may express the gratitude of 
my heart by the. fiiture obedience of my life; and 
manifest the sincierity of my obedience by submitting 
myself entirely to Thy holy will and pleasure, and by 
studying to serve Thee in true holiness and righteous- 
ness all my days, through the Same, our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; to Whom with Thee, and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
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SECTION III. 

Devotions immediately PRfiPARAXXVE, tobe u^i} 
on the moiiung qf the CommtmiaHp or %fxy d^ty pf 
the preceding week, consisting of 

an examination of ourselves with re$p^oi to our itat4 
of preparation /or the Lord! 8 Tabhi ond prayer 
for all the holy dispositions that are necesm^-y to 
make us umrthy receivers ^His hofyi Supper* 



Examination of ourselves with respect to our state of 
preparation for the hordes Toble, 

Have I taken due care to inform myi^U aright of 
the nature, end^ and dignity, of that holy sacri^ment^ 
u'bich I purpose throiigh God'a assistance to receive 
this day ^ at the table of our Lord ? and may I upon 
good groqnds believe that I am in a due state of pre* 
paration for receiving it ? 

Do I <?onsider it as a holy feast of Christ's own 
appointment ; wherein by eating bread and drinking 
wine we commemorate the infinite love of our bfefssed 
Saviour in dying for us, and the invaluable blessings 
which by His precious bloodshedding He hath ob- 
tained to us ? 

Do I consider it as a sacred ordinance designed to 
excite and imprint in our souls a grateful sense and 
remembrance of His death and passion, by the visible 
representation that is therein made of His body being 
broken, and His blood shed for us upon the cross ? 

' Or on the Lord's day now approaching. 
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Do I consider likewise, that this holy sacrament is 
not only a standing memorial of the death and suffer- 
ings of Christ, but a federal rite, wherein the new 
covenant in His blood is ratified and confirmed to 
every worthy communicant, and the inestimable pri- 
vileges of that covenant, viz. the remission of our 
fdns, God^s holy Spirit, and eternal life, are insured 
lo ns upon the aondition of oor repentance, and faith, 
and future obedience ? 

Do I further consider, that as bread and wine 
have a natural efficacy in them to strengthen and 
refi^sh am* bodies, so when they are duly administered 
and received in this holy sacrament, they have by the 
special benediction of God an immediate tendency to 
strengthen and refresh our souls ? to strengthen them 
by invigorating us with new degrees of power and 
ability for the discharge of our duty ; and to refresh 
them by the reviving hope and assurance of our being 
reconciled to God, through the precious blood of His 
beloved Son ? 

Do I consider also, that the body and blood of 
Christ, Tfhich are thus verily and indeed received by 
the faithful in the Lord's Supper, are the proper 
nourishment of our souls ; and as necessary and effi- 
cacious to the sustenance df our spiritual life, and to 
our growth in grace, as eating and drinking are to the 
support of our animal life, and the strength and health 
of our bodies? 

Has the consideration of these important and most 
comfortable truths produced in me an earnest desire 
and longing to go to the table of the Lord : a hunger 
and thirst after that spiritual food, that bread which 
nourishes the soul, and that wine which makes glad 
the heart of sinners ; that heavenly bread, and that 
blessed wine, the eating and drinking of which will 
enable us to vanquish and overcome all the enemies 
of our salvation, will support and strengthen us in the 
hour of death, and preserve both our souls and bodies 
to everlasting life ? 
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Do I feel in mj^self that awful regard to these holy 
mysteries, and those pious and heavenly disposition 
of mind, that are necessary to qualify me for the 
worthy receiving of this blessed sacrament, and lo 
entiUie me to the benefits which God has prcnmsed tp 
those who receive it in a manner becoming so sacred 
and solemn an action ? 

Am I sincerely penitent £>r my past ofTenees, and 
stedfastly purposed to live better for the future f - 

Is my scHTow for my sins a godly sorrow ; a sorrow 
for having offended God, and transgressed His holy 
laws ; a sorrow for my having incurred the displeasmt 
of a holy God, Who is of purer eyes Ihan to behold 
iniquity, and a good God, Who has loved me so 
tenaerly, and bestowed so many benejSls and &voim 
upon me ? 

Is it a sorrow arising from a true principle of filial 
love to God, and accompanied with earnest desires 
and resolutions to devote myself hencef<»rward to His 
honour and service^ and to live answeraUy io the 
engagements of that holy covenant, which I was ad«* 
tnitted into at my baptism, and am now going to re^ 
new at the^ Lord's table ? 

Do I firmly believe that our Saviour's death upon 
the cross was a true propitiatory sacrifice, offered up 
by Christ for the atonement of our sins, aiid accepted 
by the Father, as a fiiU satisfaction in behalf of all 
those who shall perfcmn the conditions of the new 
covenant in His blbod ? 

Am I firmly persuaded that if I come duly prepared 
to this holy Sacrament^ the blessed memorial cSf thlait 
meritorious sacrifice, I shall be assuredly entitled ta 
all the inestimable benefits which Christ ha6 thereby 
purchased for us ; so as that all the- g^ieral promises 
which God has made to penitent sinuers thxough 
Christ, will imdoubtedly and effectually be applied 
and made good to. me in particular ? 

Do' i feel my heart affected with becoming ^senti^ 
ments of love, and joy, and gratitude at the remem- 



Devoiiofis preparatives-Examination 8fc. 825 

bnuDCe of the iiifinite goodness of God the Father^ in 
^ving His only-begotten Son tb die for ns^ and of the 
incompi^elyen^ible love and condescension of God the 
Son, in hilftibling Himself even to the cruel an^ 
ignotaiiaonfi death of the cross for our sakes ? 

Am I stiffictenily sensible of, and thankful for the 
unspeakable advantages and blessings which the 
death of Christ hath merited and procured for man- 
kind ? That whereas we mUst have been miserable 
to all eternity if He had not died, He, bv being made 
a curse Sot us and dying in our stead, has not only 
deKvered us from the curse of the law and the terrors 
of death, from the tyranny of sin and Satan, and 
60m lorments eten>al ; but has also purchased for us 
paidon and grae^, consolation and acceptance, and 
the everlasting joys and glories of the kingdom of 
heaven ? 

Am- T uiilbignedly thankful for the exceeding great 
lote of our Mastefr and only Saviour Jesus Christ, in 
kistitiHiag this holy sacrament to be a ' standing 
memorial of His death, and a means of our having 
the new covenant in His blood renewed and con- 
firmed to us in a visible manner ; aiid all the blessed 
effects of His passion, verily and indeed communi- 
cated to us, upon our worthily receiving these sacred 
pledges of His love ? 

Do I consider lastly, that this holy feast, wherein 
die love of Christ is so wonderfully exemplified, and 
all are invited to eat of one bread and drink of one 
cup, was designed by our blessed Saviour to be a 
solemn rite^ whereb}'- all His disciples should testify 
flieir matual love of one another, and be reminded of 
the inviolable obligations they lie under to preserve 
the- vmitf of tbir SpMt in the bond of peace ? 

And d(Kl^t)l6ref<^e, in pursuance of these benefi- 
cent ends, rei^lve to make myself appear to be 
Chrisfs disciple indeed, by lovmg all men with a 
sincere and cordial afiection, and by takitig all proper 
occasions of ex'pressiDg my christian love and charity; 
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in being alwigrs ready to forgive those who- may hap- 
pen to proYoJk^ or injure rae^ and to do every good 
office in my poww to all men, as well enemies as 
friends, whether in order to promote their spiritual or 
temporal advantage ? 



Prayer for all the holy dispositions that are ne- 
cessary to make us worthy receivers of His holy 
Supper. 

ALHI0HTY God and Heavenly Father, Who of 
Thy lender mercy didst give Thine only Son Jesus 
Christ to suffer death upon the cross for o«ff redemp^ 
tion, out of the same tender mercy assist me with 
Thy grace, that I may worthily partake of that hdy 
feast, which was instituted by Christ Himself in ord^ 
to perpetuate the memory of His death and passion, 
and to exhibit and a(>ply to every penitent sinner the 
ii^aluable benefits He has thereby pmehased for u& 

Give me rjgbt notions^ and a- cfear conception as 
of the Q^ure,,end^ and dignity^ so of 4he divine vit^ 
tue and efficacy of that blessed sacrament And dis- 
, pose me to remve it with sudi a pious andheavenly 
temper of miqd, that in eating of that breads and 
drinking of that cup, I may be strengthened with mig^t 
by Thy Spirit in the inner man^ and vefireshed with 
those inward delights of Thy gmoe which truly de- 
vout pers0ns feel at the table of their Lord. 
. Grant me, I humbly pray Thee, such a sense of 
my sins, and of die sufferhngs of my blessed Savioar 
for them» as may affect my heart with a deep soirow 
and contrition for the unworthy letunis I have made 
to His infinite love ; and inspire me with earnest 
desires and resolutions to devote myself hencelbrwatd 
to His honour and service, and to live answerably to 
the engagements of that holy covenant, which I was 
admitted into at my baptism, and am now going to 
renew in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
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Possess my heart with becoming sentiments of 
love, and joy, and gratitude at the remembrance of 
Thine incomprehensible goodness, in giving Thine 
only-begotten Son to die for us ; and of the exceed- 
ing great love and condescension of omr blessed Re- 
deemer, in humbling Himself even to the cruel and 
ignominious death of the cross for our sakes. 

By His death I do firmly believe that He has 
made a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world. 
Lord, increase this faith in me evermore ; and upon 
this ooc^asion especially give me grace to approach 
Thee with a lively faiUi in those most gracious pro*- 
ndses, which Thou hast made to penitent sinners 
through Him, and an assured persuasion that if I 
come duly prepared to His holy table, they will all 
be effectually applied and made good to me in par- 
ticular. 

Finally, since that blessed sacrament I am now 
preparing to receive was designed by our Satiour, 
not only as a memorial and pledge of His love to us, 
but as a means of engaging all His disciples to live in 
the strictest love and charity towards one another ; 
grant, I most humbly beseech Thee, that laying aside 
all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, ana clamour, 
and eiv'il' speaking, Inmy come to Thy holy table with 
a heart in perfect charity with all the world, and fiiUy 
jpelolved to make myself appear in the future course 
of my life to be Chrisf s disciple indeed by walking 
in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and given Him- 
self for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God, for a 
weet^smelling savour* 

These holy dispositions* O Lord, and if there be 
any other that may be necessary to make me an 
aceepitsible' guest at the LcH?d -s taUe, I humbly beg for 
Uie merits^ and through the mediation of the Same, 
Thy Son, my ev«r btossed Saviour and Redeemer. 
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SECTION IV. 



0£VOTIOX$ AX THE LOBD'S TABLE, consisting of 

prayers upon coming to the table^ — and at the Offer* 
toryy — part of the Communion Service^ to the con- 
secration of the bread and toine^ — prayers at and 
after the €onsecration,'-^ayers before and after 
receivifig tlie breads with a thankful comm,emora^ 
tion of Christ s sufferings^ to be used whilst the 
bread is distributing fo th-e other communicants. — 
Prayer ai and after receiving the cup. — Larger 
form of prayer and thanksgiving^ to be used after 
having communicated in both kinds. — Remainder 

. of the Communion Service. — And a short prayer 
after the blessing.. 



Prayer upon coming to the table. 

Bi/ESSING, boQour, glory, and povrer be unto Him 
That sitteth upon the throne, ana unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever. 

holy and blessed Jesns, the eternal and only- 
begotten Son of God, the Prince of Peace^ the Lamb 
witiiout spot, Who didst willingly ofier up Thyself 
for us a sacrifice upon the cross, and hast graciously 
promised to give Thyself to us in the devout partici- 
pation of these holy oiysteaies; for Thy passion and 
promise ^ake^ I beseech Thee, give me an interest itt 
the merits of Thy death, and make me a partaker of 
the bfesttngs o§ Thy tahle^ 

1 atn a siafol man, O Lodcdy aad^ altogether m> 
worthy to ask of Thee so inestimable, bo divine a 
favour. O let Thy precious blood cleanse me from 
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all my sins. And send down, I' humbly pray 'Iliee^ 
Thy holy Spirit upon Thy servant to prepare and 
sanctify my soul^ that it may be a fit habitation foi^ 
the God of purity to come down into and dwell in, 
and that I may so penitently and devoutly eat and 
drink at this Thy table, and so worthily receive the 
outward elements of bread and wine, that I may 
thereby be entitled to all those benefits and blessings, 
in order to the obtaining of which for us Thy body 
was broken, and Thy blood shed upon the cVoss« 
And grant, I beseech Thee, that I may So feed on 
Thee in my heart by faiih with thanksgiving, that I 
may become one with Thee, and Thou with me, to 
the strengthening and refreshing of my soul in this 
present life, and to the everlasting felicity' of soul and 
body hereafter. Amen, 



By the communicant at the offertory. 

Blessed be Thou, O Lord God, for all things come 
of Thee ; and of Thine own do I now ofier unto Thee. 
O let this alms be an odour of a sweet smell, a sacri- 
fice acceptable and well-pleasing to Thee, through 
Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and Saviour. 



Prayer for the Church milUamt, to be mid by the 

Minister. 

Al'mighty and everiiving God, Who by Thy holy 
Apostle hast taught us to make prayers and suppHca* 
tibhs, and to give thanks for idl meii; we humbly 
beseech Thee most mercifuHy to accept our ahns and 
oblations, and to receive these ^wrT)rayers, which we 
ofier unto Thy Divine Majesty ; beseeching Tlee to 
inspire continually the universal Church with the 
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apiiit of truth, unity, and concord : and grant that 
all they that do confess Thy holy Name may agree in 
the truth of Thy holy word, and lire in unity and 
godly lore. We beseech Thee also to save and 
defend all christian kings, princes, and governors; 
and especially Thy servant our king, that under him 
we may be godly and quietly governed : and grant 
unto his wh^e council, and to all that are put in 
authority under hun, that they may truly and indi^ 
ferently minister justice to the punishment of wicked- 
ness and vice, and to the maintenance of Thy true 
leligien and virtue. Give grace, O Heavenly Father, 
to all bishops and curates, that they may both by their 
life and doctrine set fi^rth Thy tme and lively word, 
and rightly and duly administer Thy holy sacra- 
ments: and to all Thy people give Thy heavenly 
grace ; and especially to this congregation here pre- 
sent ; that with meek heart and due reverence Uiey 
may hear and receive Thy holy word ; truly serving 
Thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of 
their life. And we most humbly beseech Thee of Thy 
goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succour all them 
who in this transitory life are in trouble, sorrow, 
need, sickness, or any other adversity. And we also 
bless Thy holy Name for all Thy servants departed 
this life in Thy faith and fear ; beseeching Thee to 
give us grace so to follow their good examples, that 
with them we may be partakers of Thy heavenly king- 
dom : grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, 
our only Mediator and Advocate* Amen, 



Exhortation by ike Minister. 

D£A3iLY beloved in the Lord, ye that mind to 
come to the holy communion of the body and blood 
of our Saviour Christ, must consider how St. Paul 
exhorteth all persons diligently to try and examine 
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themselves, before they presume to eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup. For ai9 the benefit is great, 
if with a true penitent heart and lively faith we re- 
ceive that holy sacrament ; (for then we spiritually 
eat the flesh of Christ, and drink His blood ; then 
we dwell in Christ, and Christ in us ; we are <me with 
CJ^rist, and Christ with us ;) so is the danger ^eat, 
if we reo^ve the same unworthily. For then we are 
guilty of the body and blood of Christ our Saviour; 
we eat and drink our own damiJiation, not considering 
the Lord's body; we kindle God's wrath ^against us; 
we provoke Him to plague us with divers diseases, 
and simdry kinds of death. Judge therefore your- 
selves, brethren, that ye be not judged of the Lord ; 
repent you truly for your $ins past; have a lively and 
stedfast faith in Christ our Saviour ; amend your lives, 
and be in perfect charity with all men ; so diiall ye be 
meet partakers of those holy mysteries. 

Apd above all things ye must ^ve me^t humble and 
^arty thanks to God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Hply Ghost, for the redemption oif the world by the 
^eftUi and passion of our Saviour Christ, both God 
and Man ; Who did bumble Himself, even to the 
death upon the cross, for us miserable tuners who 
lay in darkness and the shadow of death ; that He 
mi^t make us the children of God, and exaU us to 
leverlasting life* And to the end that we should 
always remember the exceeding gveat love of our 
Master and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying 
for us, and the innumerable b^efits which by Hi^ 
precious blood-shedding He hath obtained to us, He 
hath instituted and ordained holy mysteries, as pledges 
of His love, and for a continual remembrance of His 
death, to our great and endless comfort. To Him 
therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, let us 
give, as we are most boundeu, continual thanks ; sub- 
mitting ourselves wholly to His holy will and pleasure, 
and studying U> serve Him in true holiness ^ytd right^- 
ouaness aU the days of our life* Amen* 

12 
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By tbe Minister to the congregation. 

Ye that do truly and earaestly repeat you of your 
sins, and are in love and charity with your neighbours, 
and intend to lead a new Ufe, following the command- 
ments of God, and walking from henceforth in His 
holy ways, draw near witti faith, and take this holy 
sacrament to your comfort ; and make your humble 
confession to Almighty God, me^y kneeling upon 
your knees. 



General confession by the Minister apd (nmgregatiim^ 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men ; we acknow- 
ledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness^ 
which we from time to time most grievously have 
committed, by thought, word, and deed, against Thy 
divine Majesty, provoking most justly Thy wrath and 
indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and 
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remem- 
brance of them is grievous unto us ; the burden of 
them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy 
upon us, most mercifril Father; for Thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past ; and 
grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please 
Thee in newness of life, to the honour and glory of 
Thy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Absolution by the Minister. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Who of His 
great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 
them that with hearty repentance and true feith turn 
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unto Him ; have mercy upon you ; pardon and deliver 
you from all your sins ; confirm and strengthen you 
in all goodness ; and bring you to everlasting life ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen* 



By the Minister. 

Hear what comfortable words omr 8am<mr Christ 
saith unto all that truly turn to Him : 

Come unto Me, all ye that travail and are heavy 
laden, and I will refresh you \ 

So God loved the world, that He gave His Only- 
begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life ^. 

Hear also what St. Paul saith. 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be 
received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners '. 

Hear also what St, Jehn saith, 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and He is the 
propitiation for our sins *. 

Minister — Lift up your hearts. 

Answer-^We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Minister — Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

Ansti^er^-lt is meet and right so to do. 

Minister — It is very meet, right, and our bounden 
duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, Holy Father *, Al- 
mighty, Everlasting God. 

1 Matt. xi. 2a. ' John iii. la 

» 1 Tim. i. 15. M John ii. 1, 2. 

* These words (Hoty Father) are to be omitted on Trinity Sunday. 
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[Here shdU follow the proper prefhce^ according to 
the time, if there be any especially appointed ; or 
else immediately shall follow^ 

By Minister and congregation. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Thy 
glorious Name : evermore praising Thee and saying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of Thy glory : gloiy be to Thee, O 
Lord Most High. Amen* 



PROPER PREFACES. 

Upon Christmas-day, and seven days after. 

Because Thou didst give Jesus Christ Thine only 
Son to be bom as at this time for us ; Who, by the 
operation of the Holy Ghost, was made very man of 
the substance of the Virgin Mary His mother ; and 
that without spot of sin, to make us clean from all sin. 
Therefore with angels &c* 

Upon Easter-day, and seven days after. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise Thee for the 
glorious resurrection of Thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord : for He is the very Paschal Lamb, Which was 
offered for us, and hath taken away the sin of the 
world ; Who by His death hath destroyed death, and 
by His rising to life again hath restored to us ever- 
lasting life, llierefore with angels &c. 

Upon Ascension-day, and seven days after. 

Through Thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; Who after His most glorious resur- 
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rection xnanifestlj appeared to all His Apostles, and 
in their sight ascended up into heaven to prepare a 
place for us ; that where He is^ thither we might also 
ascend, and reign with Him in glory. Therefore with 
angels &c. 

Upon Whit-Sunday, cukI six days after. 

THRoraH Jesus Christ our Lord; according to 
Whose most true promise, the Holy Ghost came 
down as at this time from heaven with a sudden great 
sound, as it had been a mighty wind, in the likeness 
of fierf^ tongues, lighting upon the Apostles, to teach 
them, and to lead tihem to all truth ; giving them both 
the gift of divers languages, and also boldness with 
fervent zeal constantly to preach the Gospel unto all 
nations ; whereby we Have been brought out of dark- 
ness and error, into the clear light and true knowledge 
of Thee, and of ITiy Son Jesus Christ. Therefore 
with angels &c. 

Upon the/east ©/"Trinity only. 

Who art one God, one Lord ; not only one Person, 
but three Persons in one Substance. For that which 
we believe of the gloiy of the Father, the same we be- 
lieve of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without any 
difference or inequality. Therefore with angels &c. 

After each of which pre/aces shall immediately be 

saidy 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Thy 
glorious Name ; evermore praising Thee, and saying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of Thy glory : glory be to Thee O Lord 
most high. Amen. 
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Prayer, 

We do not presume to come to ibis Thy table, O 
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in Thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
Thy table. But Thou art the same Lord, Whose 
property is always to have mercy : grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of Thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink His blood, that our sinful 
bodies may be made clean by His body, and our souls 
washed through His most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in Him, and He in us. Amen. 



Prayer o/* consecration by the Minister. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Who of Thy 
tender mercy didst give Thine only Son Jesus Christ 
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption ; 
Who made there, by His one oblation of Himself once 
offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction for ihe sins of the whole world ; and 
did institute, and in His holy Gospel command us to 
continue a perpetual memory of that His precious 
death, until His coming again ; hear us, O merciful 
Father, we most humbly beseech Thee ; and grant, 
that we receiving these Thy creatures of bread and 
wine, according to Thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's 
holy institution, in remembrance of His death and 
passion, may be partakers of His most blessed body 
and blood : Who, in the same night that He was be- 
trayed, took bread ; and when He had given thanks, 
He brake it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, 
Take, eat, this is My bodv which is given for you : 
do this in remembrance of Me. Likewise after sup- 
per He took the cup ; and when He had given thanks, 
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He gave it to them, sq.ying9 Drink ye all of this ; for 
this is My blood of the New Testament which is shed 
for you, and for many, for the remission of sins : do 
this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 
Me. Amen, 



Prayer hy the communicant at the consecration* 

O Lord, open now the eyes of our understanding, 
that we may clearly discern the true intent and mean- 
ing of these holy mysteries : and I beseech Thee also 
to add such strength to our faith, and such serious* 
ness to our repentance, that we may be fitted to receive 
that inward and spiritual grace, even Thy most blessed 
body and blood, which by Thine own appointment are 
ex^hibited and conveyed to the souls of the faithful, by 
this bread broken, and this wine poured out. 

Blessed Jesus, Thou wast wounded for our trans- 
gressions and bruised for our iniquities, and by Thy 
stripes we are healed : Thou Who knewest no sin 
was numbered with the transgressors, and didst pour 
out Thy soul unto death ; and by Thy blood Thou 
hast redeemed us unto God. 

O Saviour of the world. Who by Thy cross and 
precious blood bast redeemed us, save us, and help 
us, I humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. . 



. Prayer hy the communicant after consecration. 

Blessed be Thy love, O my crucified Redeemer, 
Who didst graciously vouchsafe to institute this sacra- 
ment to be a standing memorial of the sacrifice of 
Thy death, and a means of applying to us the benefits 
of it. 

I believe, O Lord, that the bread which we break, 

Hele's Offices, q 
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and the cup which we driiik at this Thy taJble^ are 
not only commeHaocfttiv^e signs, but the real communi- 
cation of Thy body which was broken, and of Thy 
blood which was shed for .us iq>on the cross ; in that 
they are means of Thine own appointment, whereby 
all the benefits which Thy death has merited for man- 
kind are exhibited and sealed to every worthy receiver 
in particular. 

I believe that Thy blessed body and blood, which 
are thus verily and indeed received by the faithful in 
this sacrament, are the proper nourishment of our 
souls ; €uad as necessary and ^cacioua to the suste- 
nance of our spiritual life,, and U> our growth in grace^ 
as. eating.anddrinking are to the support of our animsd 
life, and. the health and strength of our bodies. 

I humbly pra^ Thee therefore, help Thy servants 
who ai« here met together to eat and drink at Thy 
table in remembranfie of Thy death and passion. 

And grant, I beseech Thee, that with these sacred 
symbols of bread and wine the divine food of Thy 
mast holy body and blood may be so efiectually im- 
parted to our souls, that it may renew in us whatever 
has been.decayed by the firaod^or malice- of the devil, 
or by our own depraved will and frailness. 

Grant that through the efficacy and virtue of these 
blessed mysteries all carnal. affections may die in us, 
and all things, belonging to the ^irit may live and 
grow in us. : 

Grant that by the gracious influences of Thy Spirit, 
accompanying this Thine own ordinance, we may be 
so strengthened with might in the inner man, that we 
mayhave victory and triumph over the devil, the world, 
and the flesh ; and raajr continue Thy faithful soldiers 
and servants imto*our li&'s end. 

Grant that. all we who are here dedicatipg ourselves 
to Thee may beplentebusly endued with all heavenly 
virtues, and everlastingly rewarded, through Thy 
merits and intercession, O blessed Son and Lamb of 
God ; O holy and most merciful Saviour ; Who with 

2 
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the Fa4iher, and the Holy Ghost, livest and reignest, 
One God, world without end. Amen. 



Prayer by the communicant before receiving the bread. 

O ETERNAL and ever-blessed Saviour, Who hast 
told us that he that eateth Thy flesh and drinketh 
Thy blood dwelleth in Thee> and Thou in him ; grant 
me, I beseech Thee, so to eat of this bread, and to 
drink of this cup* with a true penitent heart and 
lively faith ; that I may spiritually eat Thy most sacred 
flesh, and drink Thy most precious bloody and be* 
come a living temple' sanctified and devoted to Thy 
honour and service, and such wherein Thou mayest 
delight to dwell, and make the place of Thy rest and 
abode both now and ever. Amen. 

Or, 

O Lord God, I desire now to renew my covenant 
with Thee, and to seal it in this sacrament* Lord, 
put Thy laws into my mind, and write them in my 
heart ; and for the passion of Thy Son, which I now 
commemorate, be merciful to my unrighteousness ; 
my sins and iniquities remember no more. O be 
Thou my God ; and, through the help of Thy grace, 
I will be Thy servant from this time forth for ever- 
more. Amen. 



By the Minister at the delivery of the bread. 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto ever- 

* The two clauses relating to the wine are then only to be used, 
when we apprehend we shall not have time to use the prayer /Mir^icu- 
larly appointed to be used before receiving the cup. 

Q 2 
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lasting Ufe* Take and e^t this in remeinbiaiice thai 
Christ died for .thee, and feed on Him in thy heart by 
faith with thanksgiving* 



Prayer by the communicant after receiving M& bread, 

I BELIEVE, O blessed Jesus, that Thou art the 
Christ, the Holy One of God» and the only Mediatcnr 
between God and man. Who by the sacrifice of Thy- 
self hast made atonement for sin, and, being set down 
on the right hand of the Majesty on high, art able to 
save all them to the uttermost who eoine unto God by 
Thee, seeing Thou ever livest to make ihtercessioQ 
for them. 

Grant, I beseech Thee, that by this sacred memorial 
of Thy crucified body now given and received accord-* 
ing to Thine own institution, all the benefits of that 
most precious sacrifice, which Thou didst once ofier 
up for the sins of the whole world, may be applied 
and sealed to my soul in particular. Amen. 

Or, 

Blessed be Thy holy Name, O Lord my God, Who 
hast now given me to eat of the bread of life, O 
grant, that in the strength of this heavenly food, I 
may walk in all the comrnandmeuts and ordinances of 
the Lord blameless ; and go from strength to strength, 
till I come to a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ. Afnen* 



A thankful commemoration of Chrisfs sufferings : to 
' be used (when time ttnll permit J whilst the bread 
is distributing to the other communicants. 

Everlasting praise, honoui', and glory be to the 
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lioly and ever-blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, one Almighty and 'most glorious God, for the 
redemption of the world by the death and passion of 
our Saviour Christ, both God and Man; Who hum- 
bled Himself even to the death of the cross, for us 
miserable sinners, who lay in darkness and in the 
shiulowof death, that He might make us the children 
of God, and exalt us to everlasting life : and to the 
end we should always remember his exceeding great 
love in dying for us, and the innumerable benefits 
which by His precious blood-shedding He hath ob- 
tained to ns, hath instituted and ordained these holy 
mysteries, as pledges of His love, and for a continual 
remembrance of His death, to our great and endless 
comfort. 

I come now to Thine altar, O my crucified Re- 
deemer, to testify my unfeigned love to Thee, and my 
thankful remembrance of Thine inexpressible love to 
me and all mankind, Who didst suffer this for us sinful 
men, when we were all Thine utter enemies, and had 
nothing in us to move Thee to pity us but our extreme 
misery; nothing to move Thee to save us but our 
great unworthiness, and Thy great mercy. O the 
depth of the riches of Thy goodness ; Blessed Lord; 
how unutterable is Thy mercy ; and Thy love past 
finding out. 

Lord, suffer me not, 1 beseech Thee, to rest in a 
bare remembrance of that great salvation which Thou 
hast so dearly purchased for ns; but vouchsafe to 
work in me all those holy and heavenly affections 
which become the remembrance of a crucified Saviour. 
O do Thou daily heighten my sense of Thy love to 
me, that I may daily heighten my love to Thee ; and 
may so ferventiy and devoutly serve Thee all the rest 
of my life here upon earth, that hereafter when Thou 
shalt come in the clouds of heaven, attended with 
Thy holy angels, to judge both the quick and the 
dead, I may be numbered amongst Thy good and 
faithful servants, and with them be admitted into Thy 
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kingdom of gloiy, where we shall oflfend Thee no 
more, but love lliee to the utmost capacity of our 
natures, and praise Thee incessantly fo all eternity. 
Amen. 



Prayer by the communicant before receiving the cup. 

O ETERNAL and ever blessed Saviour, Whose blood 
is a fountain of living waters, of which whosoev^* 
drinketh shall live for ever: grant me, 1 beseech 
Thee, so to drink of this cup, that I may spiritually 
drink Thy most precious blood ; and being thereby 
cleansed from all the stains and defilements which sin 
has brought upon my soul, I may in Thy good time 
be admitted to drink of those rivers of pleasure^ which 
flow at Thy right hand for evermore. Amen. 



By the Minister at the delivery of the cup. 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto ever- 
lasting life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ*s 
blood was shed for thee, and be tha&kful. 



By the communicant ajter receiving the cup. 

Blessed Saviour, Thou hast loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in Thine own blood : to Thee be 
glory and dcmiinion for ever and ever.- Amen. 

By this, the blood of the new testament, which was 
shed for the remission of sins, I beseech Thee, O 
Lord God, heavenly Father, speak peace to the con- 
science of Thy sinnil servant : wash me, and sanctify 
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xhe wl4}i the Holy Ghost : give me that God-like dis- 
position of mind, which will manifest me to be Thy 
child.by adoption : and make me ever to continue in 
the number of Thy faithful and elect children : and 
g^nt that as I have now been made partaker of the 
ddath of Thy Son ; so I may be also of His resurrec« 
tion"; and that being stedfast in faith, joyful through 
hope, '^md tdoted in charity, I may finally, with the 
residue X)f Thy holy Church, be an inheritor of Thine 
everlasting kingdom. Amefi. 



A larger form of prayer onrf thanksgiving to he used 
aiter we have communicate^ in both kkids. 

I HEARTILY adore and worship Thee, O Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost ; my Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanciifier : One infinitely perfect, powerfiil, wise, and 
good God, blessed for evermoife ; I praise Thee, O 
Lord, for all Thy mercies ; I acknowledge that I de- 
pend entirely on Thee, and that I am infinitely bound 
to bless and praise Thee while I have my being. 

O Word incarnate ; God manifest in the flesh to 
destroy the works of the devil : I acknowledge and 
adore Thee : I adore Thee for Thine inexpressible 
love and condescension i^ takisg our tiature upon 
Thee, and humbling Thyself even to the death of the 
cross for us miserable sinners. T adore Thee for in- 
stituting these holy mysteries, as pledges of Thy lo\%, 
and fox the continual remembrance of Thy death to 
our great and endless eomfort. I adore Thee, O most 
compassionate Saviour, for permitting me, a chief of 
sinners, to eat and drink at Thy table, and to rejmce 
before Thee. *. 

. O gracious JLord, my King and my God : m^ Sa- 
viour and mighty Deliverer ; Thou hast done great 
things for us, whfereof we ought to rejoice : Thy love 
is wonderful, passing all understanding : greater love 

Q 4 
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than this hath no man, that a^ man lay down his life 
for his friend : but herein hast Thou commended Thy 
love to us, in that whilst we wets enemies Thou wast 

E leased, not only to die iot us, but also to ordain this 
oly sacrament to be a sure means of communicating 
to us Thy body and blood, to feed and nourish, to 
strengthen and refresh, to qincken and invigorate our 
souls ; and to preserve hoXh our souls and bodies unto 
everlasting life. 

Lord, what is man, that Thou art mindfiil of him ; 
or the sons of men, that Thou so graciously visitest 
them : what am I, that Thou shouldest extend Thy 
favour in so signal a manner to a creature who has so 
much abused the riches of Thy grace. I have de- 
served to drink of the dregs of Thy wrath, and >1» 
have my portion with the devil and his angels ; and 
behold, Thou hast fed me with the bread of Thy 
children, and given me freely to drmk of the waters 
of life. O blessed Lord, what shall T render to Thy 
Divine Majesty for these renewed assurances of Thy 
favour and goodness towards me? O let my soul 
bless Thee, and my life praise Thee ; yea, let all that 
is within me, praise Thy Name : let me love and 
praise Thee to all eternity. This, O Lord, is the 
sincere desire of my soul, and my earnest prayer to 
Thee, the Father of mercies, and lover of souls ; and 
to tliis end I do here in Thy presence. Who art the 
great searcher of hearts, and before Whose righteous 
tribunal I know that I must ere long appear to give 
an accoimt of my life, most freely, fully, and resolvedly 
dedicate myself, my soul and body, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and lively sacrifice unto Thee : I do from the 
bottom of my heart bewail and detest all the errors 
and provocations of my life past; and I unfeignedly 
purpose aud resolve, to the utmost of the power Thou 
givest me, to ^erve and please Thee for the future in 
newness and holiness of life. 

O Thou, from Whom every good and perfect gift 
cometh, and Who hast taught us in Thy holy word, 
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tliat without Thee we can do nothing; but that through 
Thy grace strengthening us we shall be able to do all 
things ; confirm and strengthen me, I beseech Thee, 
in these good resolutions : and O let Thy grace be 
sufficient for me, to enable me to perform them unto 
my life's end. Manifest, I humbly pray Thee, Thy 
strength in my weakness : let Thy power always rest 
upon me, and abide continually wiih me and in me, 
to direct, sanctify, and govern both my heart and life, 
in the ways of Thy laws and in the works of Thy 
commandments. 

And as I have now renewed the vow ; so be Thou 
graciously pleased to make me a partaker of the bless- 
ings of my baptismal covenant. Preserve me a living 
and sound member of Christ, a dutiful and dear child 
of God, and an heir through faith in Christ of the 
kingdom i)f heaven ; that through Thy mercy, O God 
the Father ; and Thy merits and intercession, O God 
the Son ; and Thy guidance and sanctification, O God 
the Holy Ghost ; 1 may in Thy good time obtain the 
end of my faith, even the salvation of my soul, to the 
glory of Thy grace^ Amen^ 



By the Minister and the congregation. 

Our Father, Which art in heaven ; Hallowed be 
Thy Name : Thy kingdom come : Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven : Give us this day our 
daily bread : And forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give lliem that trespass against us : And lead us not 
into temptation ; but deliver us from evil : for Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen* 
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By the Minister. 

O Lord and heavenly Fa&er, we Thy humble ser^ 
raats entirely denre Thy fatherly goodness merciftilly 
to accept this onr sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving ; 
most humbly beseeching Thee \o grant, that by the 
merits and death of Thy Son Jesus Christ, and through 
Mth in His blood, we and all Thy whole church may 
obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of 
His passion. And here we offer and present unto 
Thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls, and bodies, to.be 
a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto Th^; 
humbly beseeching Thee, that all we, who are par- 
takers of this holy communion, may be fulfilled with 
Thy grace and heavenly benediction. And although 
we be unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer 
unto Thee any saciifioe, yet we beseech Thee to ac-* 
cept this our bounden duty and service; not weighing 
our merits, but pardoning our offences, throu^ Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; by Whom, and with Whom, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be 
unto Thee, O Fadier Almighty, world without end. 
Amen. 

Oi', 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily 
thank Thee for that Thou dost vouchsafe to feed us, 
who have duly received these holy mysteries, with the 
^iritual food of the most precious body and blood of 
Thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ ; and. dost assure 
us thereby of Thy favour and goodness towards us : 
and that we are v^ members incorporate in the my»- 
tical body of Thy Son, which is the blessed company 
of all faidiful people, ancTare al$o heirs, Uirough hope, 
of Thine everlasting kingdom, by the merits of the 
most precious death and passion of Thy dear Son. 
And we most humbly beseech Thee, O heavenly 
Father, so to assist us with Thy grace, that we may 
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continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as Thoii hast ' prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to Whom, with Thee 
and the- Holy Ghdst, be all honour aild ^ory, wotld 
without end.' Amin. 



By the Minister and the congregation. 

Glory be to God <m high, and in i^arth peace, good 
will towards men. We praise Thee, we bless Tliee, 
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to 
Thee for Thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly 
King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the Only-begotten Son Jesu Christ; O 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, That 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou That takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. Thou That takest away the 
sins 6f the world, receive 5Ur prayer. Thou That 
sittest at the right hand of God Uie Father, have 
mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy ; Thdu only a;rt the Lord ; 
Thou only, O Christ, wifli the Holy Ghost, art Most 
High in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 



The blessing hy the Minister. 

The peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, keep yout hearts and minds in tlie knowledge 
and love of God, and of His^ Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord : and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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A short prayer by the communicant after the blessing. 

By the merit of that sacrifice which we have now 
commemorated, pardon, good Lord, the many defects 
and infirmities that have accompanied our perform* 
ance of this holy duty. 

And as we have made a new dedication of ourselves 
to Thee ; so be Thou graciously pleased to receive us 
for Thine own ; and defend us evermore with Thy 
heavenlv grace, that we may continue Thine for ever, 
and daily increase in Thy holy Spirit more and more, 
till we come to Thine everlasting kingdom. Amen, 



A psalm and prayer to he used in private , after we are 
returned home^oi^e the Lords table, 

I. 

The Lord is my Shepherd; therefore can I lack 
nothing. 

He shall feed me in a green pasture, and lead me 
forth beside the waters of comfort. 

He shall convert my soul, and bring me forth into 
the paths of righteousness for His Name's sake. 

Yea, though T walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil ; for Thou art with me ; 
Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me. 

Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them 
that trouble me : Thou hast anointed my head with 
oil, and my cup shall be full. 

put Thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life : and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord for ever *. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me, praise His holy Name. . 

^ Psalm xxiii. 
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Praise the Lord, O my soul ; and toirget not all His 
benefits; 

Who forgiveih all Thy sin, and healeth all thine 
infirmities. 

Whosaveth thy life from destruction, and crowneth 
thee with mercy and loving-kindness. 

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things, making 
thee young and lusty as an eagle \ 

II. 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, long*^ 
suffering, and of great goodness '. 

He sent redemption unto His people; He hath 
commanded His covenant for ever : holy and reverend 
is His Name *. 

He hath given meat unto them that fear Him : He 
shall ever be mindful of His covenant *. 

He rained down manna also upon them for to eat ; 
and gave them food firom heaven. 

So man did eat angels' food ; for He sent them meat 
enough *, 

that men would therefore praise the Lord for His 
goodness, and declare the wonders that He doeth for 
the children of men. 

For He satisfieth the empty soul, and fiUeth the 
hungry soul with goodness^. 

He brought them out of darkness, and out of the 
shadow of death ; and brake their bonds in sunder '. 

He sent His word, and healed them ; and they were 
saved from their destruction ^ 

1 will magnify Thee, O Grod, my King ; and I will 
praise Thy Name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I give thanks unto Thee, and praise 
Thy Name for ever and ever '. 



* Psalm ciii. 1 — 5. * Ibid. ver. 8. • Ibid. cxi. 9. 

* Ibid. ver. 5. > Ibid. Ixxviii. 25, 26. ^ Ibid. cyii. 8, 9. 
' Ibid. ver. 14. • Ibid. ver. 20. ^ Ibid. cxlv. 1, 2. 
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One generation sball praise Thy works unto anotlier, 
and declare Thy power \ 

The memorisd of Thine abundant kindness shall be 
showed, and men shall sing of Thy righteousness *. 

All Thy works praise Thee, O Lord ; and Thy 
saints give thanks unto Thee '. 

For Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation \ 

Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father ; to Him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever ^. 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing '. 

Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto Him Uiat sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Ldimb for ever and ever \ 

Accept, O Lord, I beseech Thee, my unfeigned 
thanks and praises to Thy divine Majesty, for the 
renewed instances of Thine incomprehensible love and 
goodness vouchsafed to me this day. 

Lord, what is man, that Thou sbouldest so regard 
Him, as to give Thine Only-begotten Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins : and what am I, Thy most 
unworthy creature, that Thou shouldest permit me to 
have a part in that most precious atonement: thai I, 
who am not worthy of the daily bread which sustains 
the body, should be made partaker of this bread of life 
which nourisheth the soul : and that the God of perfect 
purity should vouchsafe to unite Himself to so polluted 
a creature. 

O my God, suffer me no more, I beseech Thee, to 
abuse Thy grace, and to make Thy mercy an occasion 
of my security: but let this unspeakable love of Thine 

^ Psalm dxlv. 4. « Ibid. ver. 7. » Ibid, ver 10. 

* Rev. V. 9. » Ibid. i. 5, 6. « Ibid v. I2. 

' Ibid. ver. 13. 
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constrain me henceforward to a sincere and universal 
obedience ; that as my blessed Saviour died for me, so 
I may no longer live to myself, but to Him That hath 
so dearly bought me. 

O let my Saviour's sufferings for my sins, and the 
TOWS I have now made against them, never depart 
from my mind : -^but let the remembrance of the one 
excite me to perform the other ; that as I have listed 
myself anew under His banner, so I may fight man- 
fully against those irreconcileable enemies of His, my 
lusts, which would not that He should reign over me; 
and may cheerfully follow the Captain of my salvation 
through whatsoever trials and temptations, dangers 
and difficulties Thou may be pleased to call me. 

Lord, lift up my hands that hang down, and 
strengthen my feeble knees, that I faint not in this 
warfare. O be Thou my strength, w^ho am not able 
of myself to struggle with the slightest temptation. 
Alas I how many of these sacramental vows have I 
broken already : and I have still the same inconstant 
deceitful heart to betray me to the breach of this : O 
Thou, Who art Yea, and Amen ; in whom there is 
no variableness, nor shadow of change, communicate 
to me, I beseech Thee, such a stability of mind, that 
I may no more thus start aside like a broken bow ; but 
having my heart whole with Thee may so faithfully 
perform the conditions of that covenant, which Thou 
hast now permitted me to renew with Thee at Thine 
altar, that I may finally attain the completion of all 
those blessings, which Thou hast been graciously 
pleased to promise us in the same, through the merits 
of Jesus Christ, Thine only Son our Saviom*. Amen. 



THE END OF THE OFFICE FOR THE HOLY 

COMMUNION. 



APPENDIX. 



A PRAYER 



for the use of those who want the opportunity of 
receiving the Holy Communion, or are any ways 
disabled from going to it at the usual times of its 
PuBLiCK administration. 



%Jji order to dispose the mind to a more devout and 
affectionate use of the follotving prayer, it tmll be 
proper to read over attentively some of the Scrips 
iures of the foregoing office, and particularly the 
historical relation of the sufferings and death of 
our Blessed Saviour^ Section I. p. 291. 

Almighty God, and most merciful Father, Who 
art present in all places, and more especially nigh 
unto all them that call upon Thee, even to all that 
call upon Thee in truth ; I prostrate myself before 
Thy Divine Majesty in the deepest humility of soul 
and body, to implore Thy grace and favour towards 
me in the pardon of all my sins ; that they may not 
hinder the powerful presence of Thy holy Spirit with 
me at this time, to enable me to perform an accepta- 
ble service to Thee, through Christ Jesus. 

O Lord, unto Whom all hearts be open, all desires 
known, and from Whom no secrets are hid; Thou 
seest the desires that are in my soul to go with my 
christian brethren to wait upon Thee in Thine house. 
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and at Thine altar; there to commemorate the djdng 
love of my Blessed Saviour; to give Him thanks and 
praise for offering up Himself a sacrifice for the sins 
of the whole world : and to express my humble hope 
of partaking in all the benefits of His death and pas- 
sion ; and together herewifli to devote myself, with 
unfeigned love, in renewed resolutions of faithful obe- 
dience unto Thee ; to unite my heart also in brotherly 
afiection to all the faithful servants of the Lord Jesus; 
and to rejoice in the holy communion of Him, and of 
all His saints ; that so I might receive increase of 
power and strength to walk worthy of this holy fellow- 
ship, and to continue therein to my life's end. 

And blessed be Thy holy Name, O Lord, that I feel 
such desires ; blessed be lliy Name, that I find myself 
thus piously disposed : whidi as it is the effect of Thy 
singular grace, I humbly hc^e may be an earnest, that 
Thou wilt supply the want of outward means by the 
inward operation of Thy Holy Spirit ; representing to 
me in so lively a manner the deadi and passion of pur 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and filling my heart 
with silch faith in Him, such love of Him, asMi such 
unfeigned resolutions lobe perfectly devoted to Him; 
that though I have not opportunity to receive Thy 
creatures of bteadand wine according to our Saviour's 
holy institution ; yet I may so thankfully remember 
His death ai^d pas^on, as to be made thereby a par* 
taker of His mo9t blessed body and blood, Who in the 
same night in which Hje was b^rayed took bread ; and 
when He had given thftnks, He brake it, and gave it 
to His disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is My body, 
which was given for you ; do this in remembrance of 
Me : likewise after supper He took the cup, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, 
Drink ye all of this ; for this is My blood of the new 
test^nient, which was shed for you, and for many for 
the remission of sins : do this, as oft as ye shall drink 
it, in remembrance of Me. 
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Behold, O Lord my God, I now db . thi3> which 
Thou hast commanded, in my mind and heart in 
remembrance of that wonderfid lov<e of my Saviour, 
which made Him content not only to die, but to be 
broken and crucified for me ; and I seriously desire 
that it may be most thankfully and joyfully comme- 
morated every where till His second coming, to the 
great increase of true devotion, and sincere obedience 
to His holy laws. Grant, I beseech Thee, that the 
body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for 
me, may preserve my body and. soul unto everlasting 
life: for He is my Lord, and only Saviour; linto 
Whose will I heartily submit ; unto Whose s^vice I 
entirely devote myself; and upon Whose meritoriotis 
death alone I depend for remission of sins : grant 
therefore, I beseech Thee, that the blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which was shed for me, may preserve 
my body and soul unto everlasting life. 

I am not worthy, O Lord, I confess, so touch as to 
gather up the crumbs undefr Thy tabl^ ; not Worthy so 
much as to be admitted to appear within the doors of 
Thy house : but since it is Thy property always to 
have mercy, and Thou not only invitest those unto 
Thee who are sensible of their own un worthiness, and 
who hunger and thirst afLet rigliteousoess ; but hast 
promised to receive them graciously, and to satisfy 
their souls: I most humbly beseech Thee, ^acibus 
Lord, to fill me with sUch a deep seiise of Thy love 
in Christ Jesus, and with such strong &nd vehement 
love to. Thee, and to all goodoeis ; with such fervent 
charity towards my brethren, and towards all men ; 
with such joy in remembering what my blessed Saviour 
hath done and sixBfered for me ; and with such delight 
in doing whatsoever He hath commanded me ; that 
I may have the unspeakable satisfaction of believing, 
and sensibly perceiving, that I dwell in Christ, and 
Christ in me ; and that I am one with Christ, and 
Christ with me. 
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Thou> Lord, dost assure us by Thy ministers^, that 
if any man, by reaison of some just impediment, do 
not receive the Sacrament of Christ's body and blood; 
yet if he do truly repent him of bis sins, and stedfastly 
believe that Jesus Christ bath suffered death upon the 
cross for him, and shed His blood for his redemption, 
efluncHStly. remembering the benefits he hath thereby, 
and ^ving Him hearty thanks for the same, he doth 
eat and drhik the body and blood of our Saviour Christ 
profitably to his sool^s health, although he do not re- 
ceive the Sacram^at with his mouth : O most gracious 
God, make me now, I pray Thee, to feel the truth of 
this, who am deprived of the opportunity of going to 
Thy holy table ; but to desire truly to repent me of all 
my sins, and stedfastly to believe on Christ crucified ; 
and from His blood alone, which was shed for my re- 
demption, do expect remission of sins, the gift of 
Thy Holy Spirit, and eternal bliss ; thanking Thee 
also with all my soul for the promises He hath left us 
of these inestimable benefits, and the gracious assur- 
ances He hath vouchsafed us that He will make good 
His promises. 

In these, O Lord, is my only trust ; and by these I 
am encouraged to hope, that He will now communi- 
cate Himself unto me, and make me as truly and pro- 
fitably to partake of His most precious body and blood, 
as if I had actually presented myself at Thine altar to 
receive the holy mysteries firom the hands of Thy 
minister, as pledges of my Saviour's love. And now, 
O Lord, I sum up all my desires m that most perfect 
form of prayer, which our Lord Himself hath taught 
us in His holy gospel ; 

Our Father, Which art in heaven &c. 

* Third rubrick after the Communion of the Sick. 
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THANKSGIVIKaS. 

Blessed be God for those comfortable words our 
Saviour Christ hath spoken to all that truly turn to 
Him : 

Come unto Me all ye that travail and are heavy 
laden, and I will refresh you *: 

So God loved the world, that He gave His Only-* 
begotten Son ; to the end that all who believe on Him, 
should not perish, but have everlasting life ', 

Blessed be His divine goodness for the glad tiding^ 
His apostles also hate published, declaring to us 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be 
received, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners *• 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with tiie 
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous, and He is the 
propitiation for our sins^. 



HYMN, 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, 
good-will towards men. I praise Thee, I bless Thee, 
I worship Thee, I glorify Thee, I give thanks to Thee, 
(together with all Thy faithful servants, who are pub* 
lickly acknowledging Thee) for Thy great glory, O 
Lord God, Heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the Only -begotten Son, Jesus Christ ; O 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, That takest 
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon me. 

Thou That takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon me. 

Thou That takest away the sins of the world, receive 
my prayer. 



1 Matt xi. 28. « John iii. 16. 

» 1 Tim. L 16. * 1 John ii. 1. 
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Thou That sittest at the right hand of God the Fa- 
ther, hare mercy upon me. 

For Thou art holy ; Thou only art the Lord ; Thou 
only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
keep my heart and mind in the knowledge and love 
of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord : and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be with me, and remain with me 
always. Amen. 




THE END. 



/ 
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